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Abstract: The European Union’s New Green Deal generates changes in the socio-economic develop-
ment of regions. An element of this change is the transformation of the regional profiles of the energy
portfolio towards more pro-ecological ones. The aim of this article is to identify the conditions and
reasons for the transformation of the energy portfolio of the Eastern Poland macroregion, and to
define the directions of the energy portfolio evolution caused by the need to implement the goals of
the European Green Deal by 2030, in order to consequently develop the forecast energy portfolio for
the Eastern Poland macroregion. It has been assumed that the energy transformation of the Eastern
Poland macroregion will be implemented through gradual transformation of the energy portfolio
towards dispersed sources of local and civic energy. The research is based on both qualitative and
quantitative approaches. The qualitative research was carried out on the basis of the diagnostic
survey method with the use of the proprietary questionnaire as well as with the analysis of the
content of strategic documents of the voivodships included in the Eastern Poland macroregion. The
basis for the preparation of research questions was the extended PEST method which stands for:
political, economic, socio-cultural, technological. Research efforts were focused on developing an
energy portfolio for the region using the assumptions of the Boston consulting group matrix (a
strategic planning tool). The originality of the conducted research consists in the adaptation of the
BCG matrix to the development of the forecast energy portfolio and the preparation of a proposal for
the aggregated energy portfolio of the Eastern Poland macroregion. The obtained results indicate that
the macroregion’s energy portfolio is diversified, though with the key significance of conventional
sources. It is predicted that by 2030, the following sources will change their positions within the
portfolio for the Eastern Poland macroregion: solar energy, wind energy and bioenergy. However, it
will retain the character of a “youth wallet”.

Keywords: green energy; macro region Eastern Poland; energy portfolio

1. Introduction

The New Green Deal aiming to achieve climate neutrality by 2050 requires a cost-
effective, fair and sustainable socio-economic transformation of all the EU’s geographical
regions [1]. This will take place over four financial terms, the first of which is between 2021
and 2027 [2]. This transformation is vital to the future of the organisation, particularly in
the area of energy transition and moving away from the use of fossil fuels [3] (pp. 2–24). It
shapes its impact and decides on the forms and levels of national, regional and local im-
plementation of Union policy, determining its success or failure [4]. The above-mentioned
levels are interrelated, mutually coupled, and their interaction defines and characterises the
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conditions necessary for the introduction of changes in four dimensions: political, social,
economic, and technological. They prescribe the selection and modification of existing
ways of acquiring and exploiting energy.

The first perspective concerns political action, including legal solutions, which should
be understood through the prism of the European Union’s multi-level political system, at
the level of its institutions [5]. Given the standpoints of Member State representatives and
the decision-making mechanisms, particularly national ones, the issue of energy transition
choice remains open [6]. The decisive factor is the attitude of political groups to the
proposed changes [7]. Furthermore, the belief that green changes need to be strengthened
or that the status quo for the existing energy portfolio needs to be maintained [8]. This is a
driver of uncertainty, thus generating research directions into changes in party political
agendas and conscious political leadership regionally as well as in individual states [9].

The second cognitive perspective influencing the choice of energy portfolio is social
preferences. In the case of Poland, these are conditioned by the strong traditions of its
energy sector, which are based on conventional energy sources, particularly coal [10]
(pp. 171–182). In this perspective, the issue concerns the determinants of change in the
education and labour markets [11] and, furthermore, the transformation of the structure of
energy production from centralised to decentralised. Over time, both these processes must
undergo far-reaching transformations correlated with changes in the consciousness, and
moreover, in the identities of the regional and local communities.

The third cognitive perspective is generated by economic politics related to the gains
and possible losses for a given region resulting from the changes introduced by the Green
Deal of the European Union. This is about the economic activity of the country, the Eu-
ropean Union, and its influence on the world. The economic sphere is pivotal in terms
of supporting the energy transition [12]. It provides a range of arguments for central and
regional authorities to justify changes to existing national and regional policies, as well
as enabling considerations for the welfare of their populations to be advanced [13]. Envi-
ronmental considerations are also included in this area, affecting decisions on the location
of energy sources, energy distribution, and the removal of greenhouse gas emissions [14].
This perspective directly appeals to the consciousness of each citizen. What is decisive
in this area are the approaches to economic development and their interpretations that
allow the results of the changes brought about by the European Union’s Green Deal to
be communicated clearly and coherently to society [15]. The decisive factor is the forms
of communication appropriate for the intended goals of EU institutions and the ways
they define how countries and their regions understand the changes taking place in their
respective energy portfolios.

The fourth perspective is defined by the technical capacity to acquire, transmit, and
ultimately, use energy [16]. Development is characterised by: the state of the energy
infrastructure, technological advances, including software to optimise the management of
energy consumption and storage, research in the renewable energy sector, and the formula
for reducing pollution resulting from energy use [17] (pp. 28–37).

These perspectives define the shape of the energy portfolio of both individual Euro-
pean Union countries and its regions. A reference for the considerations presented here
is the Eastern Poland macroregion, which includes five provinces: Lubelskie, Podlaskie,
Podkarpackie, Świętokrzyskie and Warmińsko-Mazurskie. It has been defined in the last
two EU financial periods of 2007–2013 and 2014–2020. They have delivered expenditure
on territorial cohesion and accessibility, the development of innovative entrepreneurship,
and on investments in public transport, roads and railways that are important for the
macroregion. In the next financial perspective for 2021–2027, expenditure is realised from
European Funds for the Eastern Poland Programme, which has been extended to include
the Mazowieckie Province with the exception of the Warsaw agglomeration [18]. In past
financial perspectives, as well as in the current one, one element is the development of
energy companies including their development and transformation in favour of renewable
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energy sources based on: hydrogen, wind, solar, water, biomass, biogas, geothermal, and
decarbonised gases.

The pattern of energy acquisition from renewable sources for Poland results from its
specific geographical conditions and utilisable resources. In 2019, the energy extracted
from renewable sources in Poland came predominantly from solid biofuels (65.56%), wind
energy (13.72%) and liquid biofuels (10.36%) with the combined energy value extracted
primarily from renewable sources amounting to 396,498 TJ. Overall energy consumption
from renewable sources between 2015 and 2019 increased by 8.80%, i.e., from 381,129 TJ in
2015 to 414,682 TJ in 2019. During the same period, the gross final energy consumption
from renewable sources increased by 15.57%, i.e., from 325,387 TJ in 2015 to 376,063 TJ in
2019. The share of renewable energy in the final energy consumption of the 28 EU countries
and Poland was 9.9% and 7.7%, respectively, in 2018. Between 2015 and 2018, there was
an increase of 0.7 p.p. for the EU-28 and a decrease of 0.2 p.p. for Poland. In 2018, the
share of renewable energy in the total primary energy was 14.7% for Poland and 30.9% for
the EU-28. The average annual growth rate of this indicator from 2015 to 2018 was 3.5%
for Poland and 3.9% for the EU-28 [19]. Wind farms and solar power plants contribute
the most to Poland’s overall electricity balance. Poland benefits the most from these RES
sources. The remaining renewable sources are only marginally exploited (Figure 1) [20].
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Figure 1. Distribution of renewable power installations in Poland.

The analysis of the energy sector undertaken in this article focuses on the issue of
the energy portfolio and the forecast of its changes in one of the poorest areas of the
European Union, the macroregion of Eastern Poland [21]. With the exception of the
Świętokrzyskie Province, the remaining ones, Podlaskie, Warmińsko-Mazurskie, Lubelskie,
and Podkarpackie, are located on the external border of the European Union. In 2018, these
provinces were in a group of nine out out of sixteen provinces/regions (next to Kujawsko-
Pomorskie, Opolskie, Lubuskie and Zachodniopomorskie), which, in comparison to other
Polish provinces, were characterised by the lowest level of socio-economic development
measured by gross domestic product (GDP) per capita in PLN (Figure 2) [22].
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Despite the persistence of a lower level of socio-economic development in the above-
mentioned provinces over the past 20 years, including in the development of the energy
sector [23], an improvement in the socio-economic indicators of this part of the country
has been noticeable, which testifies to a steady development trend. One of the factors
influencing the positive changes in the development of the aforementioned provinces is the
guarantee of funding for investments since 2007 available from EU resources through the
Operational Programme Eastern Poland [24]. However, despite their proper utilisation, the
level of financial investment in changes to the energy portfolio is still relatively small [25].

Referring to the macroregion of Eastern Poland, its transformations in terms of the
acquisition and distribution of energy, the article adopts three research objectives:

1. The identification of conditions and premises for transformation of the energy portfo-
lio of the Eastern Poland macroregion, and of its individual parts—provinces;

2. A forecast of the courses of evolution of the energy portfolio of the Eastern Poland
macroregion triggered by the necessity to implement the Green Deal of the European
Union by 2030;

3. Recommendations for the energy transformation of the Eastern Poland macroregion.

The article formulates a hypothesis, that the energy transformation of the Eastern
Poland macroregion will be implemented by successive transformations of the energy
portfolio towards dispersed energy sources, and the development of a local, prosumer
energy sector.

Research on portfolio optimization from various perspectives focusing on a selected
development trend is a relatively new issue [26]. They essentially focus on identifying a
portfolio optimization [27]. In this respect, it is possible to indicate items that compare the
structures of financial interdependencies [28], as well as their correlations with the energy
sector [29]. Moreover, taking into account renewable energy sources in the climate security
projection [30].

However, there are no results in the subject literature regarding the area of the aggre-
gated energy portfolio of the Eastern Poland macroregion. The shaping of a new energy
portfolio may thus constitute an opportunity for a just transition in this part of the EU in
the management processes [31]. Moreover, it may favor the ecological transformation of
the macroregion’s development [32] which is characterised, compared to other EU regions,
by relatively low GDP per capita values and energy poverty. The undertaken research
correlates the practical knowledge in the field of shaping the new energy portfolio of the
European Union with that covering its individual parts.
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2. Theoretical Approach

The Eastern Poland macroregion and its transformation towards renewable energy
sources are considered through the prism of energy portfolio change which is formed
by both renewable energy resources (RES) and non-renewable energy resources, as well
as the structure of their acquisition in the indicated region. Seven renewable energy
sources are considered here: wind energy, solar energy, hydroelectric energy, as well as
geothermal energy, energy from biomass and biogas/bioenergy, energy from decarbonised
gases—biomethane, LNG, CNG, energy from cogeneration, and energy from hydrogen. In
addition, the three conventional fossil fuel-based energy sources used to date, i.e., coal, gas
and crude oil, are considered. The energy sources identified are both a real and a potential
resource. In the latter case, it may be used in the process of shaping the energy system
in particular regions of the Eastern Poland macroregion. For each of the energy sources
identified, there are specific technical, technological, economic and political constraints
of a widely differing character. In addition, there are specific social reasons that will
influence the positive perception and implementation of a given energy source within the
region or, conversely, will hinder or prevent its use and the construction of the related
technical infrastructure. The indicated energy sources already have developed and tested
industrial technologies for their implementation in the Eastern Poland macroregion, with
the exception of hydrogen, which has so far not been used.

To determine the current and future energy portfolio of the Eastern Poland macrore-
gion, the Boston consulting group matrix, also called the growth-share matrix [33] (p. 238),
was used. The theoretical approach of the BSC method is widely described in literature
by, among others, R. Lynch [34] (pp. 176–177) and E. Segev [35] (pp. 155–156), as it has
become the starting point for the construction of other matrix methods of analysis and
strategy design. The matrix created by Bruce D. Henderson in 1970 [36] was designed to
help corporations position their business units and/or manufactured products.

Based on this method, the location of the energy source in the portfolio was defined
as follows:

• The availability of energy sources (renewable and non-renewable, wind, solar, water
including geothermal, biomass and biogas/ bioenergy, decarbonised gas energy—
biomethane, LNG, CNG, cogeneration, hydrogen and fossil fuels, coal, gas and oil);

• The expected life cycle of the energy production technology used and the phase it is
currently in (it was assumed that this depends on the development possibilities of the
technology, the degree of standardisation, the universality of solutions, and the legal
and financial conditions resulting from the implementation of the European Green
Deal) [37–39];

• The financial resources required and the efficiency of their use over time.

The adopted method made it possible to develop an energy portfolio for the Eastern
Poland macroregion, which includes four categories of energy sources:

• D—a baseline source, i.e., a still widely used source with diminishing impact due to
declining usage. In the BCG matrix they are situated in the dogs field (also called: ball,
ballasts, lame ducks);

• CC—key source, which is the primary source of energy supply for the region and is
at a mature stage and not requiring large investments. In the BCG matrix, they are
located in the cash cow field (also called: golden hens);

• S—a key source which forms the core of the region’s energy supply, but which is still
in the development phase and thus requires considerable financial investment. In the
BCG matrix, they are positioned in the field of stars (or hits);

• QM—experimental source—which is in its infancy, with high financial needs and poor
results, but indicating that it will become a key source for the region in the future.
In the BCG matrix, they are positioned in the field of question marks (or problems,
difficult children, wildcats).
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Analysis of the placement of energy sources resulted in two portfolio options:

• A balanced portfolio including sources categorised as ‘cash cow’ and ‘mature stars’.
These represent the main source of energy supply and will continue to be developed
to ensure the continuity of entities operating in the region. Furthermore, conditions
are being created for the development of new energy sources in the region;

• An insufficient portfolio, which could take the form of a declining portfolio or a
fledgling portfolio. A declining portfolio can provide business continuity for entities
operating in the region, but is undevelopable and, in the long term, could threaten
the region’s energy security. Conversely, the fledgling portfolio is developable but is
unsustainable and thus could lead to liquidity crises.

The proposed portfolio approach using the BCG matrix for the macroregion is a new
proposal. It is performed in relation to business units, including energy [40]. Currently, the
benchmark concept is widely used in the analysis of the energy portfolio, which allows for
the assessment of energy supply costs [41,42], related to the sustainable approach [43,44].

The paper also uses an extended PEST method and a scenario-based approach [45,46].
Predictions of changes in the energy portfolio of the Eastern Poland macroregion were
made within the framework of four analytic perspectives defined by the framework of the
extended PEST model—PLRTEEESETI (strategic planning tool). This involves forecasting
changes in factors in the following areas:

1. Political, including aspects of the political, legal, regulatory, and of time;
2. Economic, evaluating aspects of the economic, environmental, and ecological;
3. Social issues, in terms of problems: social, ethics;
4. Technological, analysing technological development, infrastructure.

The factors generated from the analytical framework were evaluated in the context of
the trends defined in the article: growth, stabilisation and regression. An impact strength
projection from −3 to + 3 was used here, taking into account the level of probability of
a phenomenon occurring in a given area. The application of this analytical approach
made it possible to determine the influence of the environment on the development of
the energy portfolio of the Eastern Poland macroregion in the context of 2030. A scenario
approach was applied to separate analytical perspectives and to forecast changes in the
energy portfolio of the Eastern Poland microregion [47].

In the subject literature there are many extensions of the PEST method, for example:

• PESTLE (political, economic, socio-cultural, technological, legal and environmen-
tal) [48];

• PMESII-PT (political, military, economic, social, information, infrastructure, physical
environment, time—used in military terms);

• STEEPLE (social, technological, environmental, economic, political, legal, ethical) [49];
• STEEPVL (social, technological, economical, ecological, political, values and legal) [50]

(p.110);
• PRESTCOM (in addition to political, regulatory, economic, social, technological factors,

it also includes competitive, organisational and market factors) [51] (p. 120).

However, we do not find the proposed coverage in the PLRTEEESETI extension with
regard to energy issues. A similar solution is proposed by the PESTEL method of scanning
the environment [52], but it does not include factors such as time or ethics.

Scanning the environment in this way aims to: detect trends and patterns important
for the institution depending on the adopted perspectives; define potential threats, opportu-
nities, or changes for the institution implied by those trends and events, promoting a future
orientation in the thinking of management and staff, and alerting management and staff to
trends that are converging, diverging, speeding up, slowing down, or interacting [53].

The identification of the energy sources constituting the current energy portfolio of the
macroregion of Eastern Poland and the analysis of its development until 2030 was made
on the basis of three types of research sources:
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• Records of strategic documents (e.g., regional development strategies) of the analysed
voivodships/regions of the Eastern Poland macroregion, which are announcements
of undertaken initiatives;

• Subject literature reflecting investment trends in the region;
• The results of surveys conducted among a carefully selected group of decision-makers:

five provincial governors as the administrative authorities on the ground (the marshal
is the chair of the provincial assembly, the executive body of the regional government)
and three representatives of the municipal associations.

A questionnaire-based survey was carried out. The questionnaire comprised 37
questions, including two key questions. They covered the following analytical perspectives:
political—12 questions, economic—9, social—5, technological—12. The questions were
closed-ended and were designed using a nominal and ordinal scale. The questionnaire
included:

• Eight single-response questions (single response and multi-alternative);
• Six questions requiring the selection of several answers (multi-alternative);
• Six questions needing to establish a ranking and probabilities;
• Fifteen questions requiring an evaluation of the categories included in them in terms

of trends and the likelihood of specified phenomena occurring. Their use enabled us
to determine the development prospects of the energy portfolio in 2030.

A diagrammatic illustration of the research results, using pie and bar charts and tables,
was adapted according to the type of data captured. The questionnaire was prepared and
made available using Microsoft® Forms. Microsoft® Excel 2010 was used to analyse the
research material.

The research questionnaire was a pilot study, and its results will enable the authors to
extend the research to other local authorities located in the given macroregion, economic
entities, inhabitants, including prosumers, in its subsequent stages.

The aim of the research was to develop recommendations for regions that align
themselves with the European Green Deal strategy, including the creation of a closed-loop
economy of “green” jobs provided by “green” consumption and the disposal of its residues
in a “green” cycle of energy extraction and use. Moreover, a planned outcome of the
research is to define an energy portfolio for the provinces of Eastern Poland participating
in the study [54].

3. Results

The undertaken research identified prerequisites and considerations for the trans-
formation of the energy portfolio of the Eastern Poland macroregion. It was conducted
through an institutional legal analysis and identification of the region’s potential energy
portfolio, projecting its change over time.

3.1. Determinants and Prerequisites of Energy Portfolio Transformation in the Eastern Poland
Macroregion—Questionnaire Results

The most important prerequisites that the representatives of the surveyed entities
drew attention to, and which are expected to guide them in choosing the direction of
energy policy changes in a given region, include: (1) economic, (2) social, (3) geograph-
ical/environmental, (4) infrastructural, and (5) legal. In these cases, the respondents
anticipate:

• The occurrence of particularly unfavourable macroeconomic changes (e.g., an increase
in inflation, an increase in lending interest rates, increased unemployment, lowering
of the economic growth rate) which will impede the development of green energy,
with the greatest likelihood of a negative upward trend;

• A positive upward trend of the structural factor and the state of the economy influenc-
ing the development of the energy system, but there were fears of a downturn despite
the low probability of this happening;
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• Providing financial support for the development of renewable energy sources (Figure 3).
Among the investment directions for which financial support was declared were
investments in: solar energy, biomass and biogas energy, wind energy, followed
by hydrogen, cogeneration and hydropower; the least mentioned was energy from
decarbonised gases. It should be noted that these lines of investment are almost
identical to those currently being pursued, namely in solar energy, wind energy,
biomass and biogas energy, and energy from cogeneration, hydrogen and water, and
least often from decarbonised gases;

• The emergence of an upward trend with a potentially positive impact on government
support (financial, organisational, legal) for energy development in the region. How-
ever, the range of opinions in this area indicates the volatility of this factor, which
should be seen as a threat to the development of the energy system. It is worth noting
that the surveyed representatives indicated the need to prioritise financial, legal, and
organisational support for transforming the energy portfolio;

• That there will, in all probability, be an upward trend with a potentially positive
impact in the availability and use of renewable energy sources;

• A high level of commitment in the area of public consultations on planned energy
policy changes (Figure 4), a high acceptance of activities aimed at disseminating
information on energy policy changes (Figure 6), and low or medium acceptance by
residents for the creation of RES installations near their place of residence (Figure 7);

• Most likely a downward trend with a potentially positive impact on environmental
pollution from non-renewable energy sources, which in turn will positively influence
the direction of energy policy in the region. However, the spread of opinion in this
regard was considerable, indicating the high degree of uncertainty for this factor;

• A tightening of the requirements to meet environmental standards and norms, includ-
ing ISO, with the potential for negative impacts resulting in a slowing down of the
momentum of energy policy changes in the region;

• In the area of infrastructure, the development of greater energy independence for the
region, based on the existing but upgraded model of the energy network (Figure 5);

• An upward trend with a positive impact on the formation of groups—cooperatives,
including energy clusters—fostering the development of distributed energy in the
region.
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It should be noted that in the opinion of representatives of local and governmental
authorities, the political factor does not influence changes in the process of transformation
of the energy sector in the provinces (Figure 8). They state that the current energy system
in the province can be considered effective in the following areas: consumption, generation,
transmission, distribution and storage, respectively (Figure 9). They see the European
Union’s Green Deal policy as a document that fits neatly into the trends of environmen-
talism, liberalism and an ideologically neutral programme. The implementation of its
objectives, in the opinion of the respondents, will impact to a high and medium extent on
the energy security of the Eastern Poland macroregion (Figure 10).
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3.2. Potential Energy Portfolio for the Eastern Poland MacroRegion—Results of Institutional and
Legal Analysis

The research analysed provisions in strategic documents of the regions/provinces
constituting the Eastern Poland macroregion within the scope of activities planned by them
in the energy sector. Reflecting the challenges presented in the Commission’s Communica-
tion, the European Green Deal addresses the energy sources used to date, the pathways for
their transformation, to provide clean, affordable and secure energy and measures to save
energy and resources [55]. Among the documents analysed were: provincial development
strategies, regional innovation strategies, territorial (provincial/regional) contracts cover-
ing the years 2014–2020, as well as the years 2021–2027, in relation to the duration of the
next financial period of the European Union.

The interpretation of documents influencing the development of the energy sector in
the Eastern Poland macroregion takes into account perspectives of the European Union
institutions conditional on inter alia documents derived from the European Green Deal pol-
icy, including the “Fit for 55” package, determining for example the prices of CO2 emission
allowances, or carbon tax in the carbon border adjustment mechanism—CBAM [56]. At the
national level, the region’s energy development activities will be influenced by documents
such as: the Farm-to-Fork Strategy, the Roadmap for a Closed Cycle Economy, the Hydro-
gen Strategy, the Smart Cross-Sectoral Integration Strategy, the Climate Pact or the Just
Transition Fund [57], and the National Recovery and Resilience Plan (KPO) [58]. Further-
more, the strategic documents of individual provinces of the Eastern Poland macroregion
take into account specific characteristics of the given region, including: geographical lo-
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cation, climatic conditions, current energy infrastructure, investment opportunities in the
region and social conditions.

The legal and institutional analysis shows that the energy portfolio of the macroregion
of Eastern Poland in 2030 can be diversified and balanced; this is a result of the different
potentials of the analysed provinces. The potential portfolio can be considered as valid
for the energy transition phase. The conclusions of the analysis do not indicate that this
is a declining portfolio. An analysis of the documents relating to energy obtained from
fossil fuels shows a declaration of sustained use, which places them in the cash cow field.
Poland’s declared increase in the use of energy from blue fuel up to 2030 will be almost
fivefold (from 14 TWh to 54 TWh) [59]. This entails the development of gas-fired power
plants, which will primarily affect the energy potential of the Podkarpackie province.
With regard to energy from renewable sources, this is a young portfolio, and the energy
sources can be placed in the stars field, as the growth dynamics of energy production from
renewable sources can be strong.

As a result of the conducted questionnaire-based research, it was found that the
respondents are divided on the subject of amending strategic provincial development
documents aimed at implementing the European Green Deal. Nevertheless, despite this
declaration, in a further response, respondents stressed that the European Green Deal policy
influences the actions of the territorial unit they represent. All surveyed representatives
have declared changes in the energy policy of the provinces directed towards their greater
energy independence.

The projected portfolio of energy sources for the Eastern Poland macroregion for
2030 was prepared based on the analysis of the provisions in the strategic documents of
individual regions, Table 1 [60–67].

With regard to the regions of Eastern Poland, the analysis covered the provisions of the
voivodship development strategy, regional smart specializations and territorial contracts
in the field of energy development, in particular in the pro-ecological direction. When
preparing a synthetic summary of the forecast portfolio of energy sources, the results of the
SWOT analysis included in the documents of individual regions were used.

The development strategy for the Warmińsko-Mazurskie province emphasises the
importance of securing energy conditions for the achievement of strategic goals [60]. The
province is a national leader in terms of the share of energy produced from RES in the
total energy production. However, the high value of this indicator is a consequence
of the low level of its own energy production. The province is dependent on external
energy production, with only a small amount of hydroelectric power being generated
within its borders. The strategy emphasises that the development of the province is
conditional on investment in gas and electricity distribution networks and the use of
renewable energy sources, ultimately aiming for the region to become as self-sufficient in
energy as possible [61].

SWOT analysis of the strategy identified shortcomings in the energy infrastructure in
terms of distribution network and transformer/distribution substations and high energy
prices (weaknesses). Opportunities in the energy area highlighted the government’s
implementation of planned investments in power and gas infrastructure. Weaknesses
identified in the list of threats were in the system of government development instruments,
in particular the lack of opportunities for the development of the prosumer energy sector.

Among the measures which are to support the achievement of the planned objec-
tives, the following are forecast: the modernisation and construction of a gas distribu-
tion/transmission network, the creation of IT systems to support network management
and operation; modernisation to optimise network parameters; the improvement of en-
ergy efficiency in the region; developing infrastructure for electromobility; the creation
of low-emission heat sources based on RES, the creation of low-emission efficient heat
and energy sources (co-generation); creation of efficient heat networks and nodes and
modernisation of inefficient ones; automation of the heating process; the construction
of modern installations based on RES energy, including geothermal energy (ibidem, 61).
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The territorial contract provides for projects in the field of energy efficiency improvement,
energy grid development and thermomodernisation of public buildings [62].

Table 1. Forecast energy sources portfolio for the provinces of Eastern Poland for the year 2030—
results of legal and institutional analysis.

Energy Source
Location in Energy Portfolio *

In 2030

Solar energy
S QM

CC D

Wind energy
S QM

CC D

Hydropower
S QM

CC D

Bioenergy
S QM

CC D

Energy from decarbonised gases
S QM

CC D

Energy from cogeneration
S QM

CC D

Energy from hydrogen
S QM

CC D

Energy from fossil fuels/coal
S QM

CC D

Energy from fossil fuels/natural gas
S QM

CC D

Energy from fossil fuels/crude oil
S QM

CC D
* Legend: QM—experimental nascent phase/question marks; S—key development phase/star/ stars; CC—key
phase at maturity/cash cow; D—baseline dying phase/dog/dogs.

In the development strategy for the Podlaskie province, two energy-related strategic
objectives have been identified: competitive economy and quality of life. The vision of the
province defined in the strategy emphasises that it is to be green, open, enterprising and
accessible. The activities undertaken in the province are to be targeted at renewable energy
sources, the production of equipment for energy generation from RES, and ecological and
energy-efficient construction. In terms of energy production, the province has identified
production opportunities from biogas, including: waste management, animal and food
production (mainly dairy); wind energy (especially in the northern part of the region);
and solar energy [63]. The strategy emphasises that the RES development underpins both
the region’s energy security and climate protection. Consequently, a decentralised model
of energy production, located in rural areas and based on RES, has been adopted in the
province, which corresponds to the economic structure of the region, dominated by agri-
culture and agri-food processing, which also provides by-products requiring appropriate
management [63]. In the SWOT analysis of the strategy, the strengths of the province in-
clude good possibilities for the production of heat and electricity from biogas and relatively
good conditions for the development of wind and solar energy. The lack of energy security
in the province (dependence on electricity imports, the province registers the lowest values
in the country for energy production), a weak and outdated power grid and the insufficient
capacity of the gas grid were identified as weaknesses [62,63]. Opportunities highlighted
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were energy investments in the 400 kV electricity and gas distribution and transmission
networks, as well as important legislative changes in the energy and waste management
sectors. Conversely, the disadvantageous location of wind power plants was identified as a
threat to the region’s nature conservation in terms of the Natura 2000 programme. Among
the activities undertaken in the province, the following are highlighted: projects reducing
the levels of both energy and material consumption and those based on renewable sources
of energy (in which the province records above average results) and combined heat and
power technologies (co-generation). In the next development strategy adopted by the
province, one of the strategic objectives is a dynamic economy, for which the more detailed,
in the context of energy, operational objective is energy revolution and a closed-loop econ-
omy [64]. Among the activities envisaged in the province under these objectives are the
development of circular economy technologies and energy production from renewable
sources, as well as the continuation of activities defined in the previous period. To increase
the energy security of the province, the territorial contract provides funding for projects
aimed at modernising electricity distribution and transmission systems [65].

The need for effective use of the region’s resources, including energy resources and
natural conditions for agriculture, and striving to improve energy efficiency were high-
lighted among the development challenges presented in the strategic documents of the
Lubelskie province. In order to increase energy efficiency, investments are needed to
modernise, reducing the failure rate of systems, as well as the losses in energy transmission
and, in addition, investments enabling the integration of different energy sources, includ-
ing renewable energy sources. Among the planned activities, the local authorities have
foreseen the following: the modernisation and development of local energy networks; the
expansion and modernisation of the dispersed energy system; the rationalisation of the ex-
ploitation of mineral resources; the construction of technical infrastructure, the preparation
of investment areas in the mining and energy sectors, as well as the construction of facilities
and equipment for the transmission of energy to the national energy system from the
planned conventional power plants and from dispersed sources (RES), the reclamation of
former mining areas and the mitigation of the negative effects of mineral deposit exploita-
tion [66]. The Lubelskie Province Development Strategy to 2030 maintains the existing
lines of activity related to the pursuit of increased energy efficiency and increasing the use
of energy from renewable sources [67]. It also stressed the need to implement measures to
develop the energy generation, distribution and storage system and the monitoring of its
transmission. In addition, the development of low- and zero-emission generation capacity
and distributed energy generation based on prosumers, sustainable waste management,
recycling and recovery of raw materials and energy have been identified as important
policy directions. The area of the province, in particular Polesie Lubelskie and the Bug
River basin, was indicated as having excellent potential for the exploitation of solar energy.
At the same time, the development of new RES-based generation capacity is planned by
using mining brownfield sites, as exemplified by the state of North Rhine–Westphalia [68].
In the Lublin Province Development Strategy to 2030, special attention was paid to hard
coal resources available in the Lubelskie Coal Basin which constitute 18.1% of national
resources. Currently, coal is exploited from the Bogdanka deposit, while another two
deposits are being prepared for exploitation (area K-3; Ostrów). The strategy emphasises
the search for new solutions for hard coal as a raw material for on-site energy produc-
tion. Lubelskie Province’s share of energy produced in the country in 2019 was only 1.5%
(ranked 14th in the country). Energy generation was dominated by thermal power plants
(62.7%), industrial power plants (36.9%) and renewable energy sources (22.9%). A total
of 20% of the province’s energy demand is met from sources within the province and
80% from sources outside the region (ibidem, 67). In the search for factors dynamising
socio-economic development in the regional innovation strategy of the Lubelskie province,
four smart specialisations/branches have been defined. Two of those identified are closely
related to energy:
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• Low-carbon energy, including conventional energy based on coal and gas (including
shale gas), as well as unconventional energy—energy from biomass, solar, wind and
water;

• The bioeconomy, which involves the production of energy crops and the extraction
and use of energy from renewable sources (biorefineries, biofuels). The reserves of
agricultural land that can potentially be used to grow annual energy crops have been
estimated at around 280,000 ha in the province [69].

One of the operational goals in the Świętokrzyskie province is to ensure energy se-
curity and to provide customers with the possibility of switching energy carriers [70].
Particular attention was paid to the implementation of investments enabling the use of
renewable energy sources (solar, wind, water, including geothermal, biomass) and the issue
of utilising energy sources in accordance with the conditions and possibilities of energy
acquisition. In this context, an important element is also the production and adoption of
equipment automation to achieve a favourable energy mix. The province has a conven-
tional block power plant in Połaniec which participates in securing the energy needs of the
country (indicated as a strength in the province). Since 2004, the power station has been
operating a biomass energy production facility using shrub willow from energy plantations
in the province [71]. There are also renewable energy sources in the province which exploit
water and wind energy. Substantive support for the use of RES in the region and the opti-
misation of energy management is provided, amongst others, by the Świętokrzyskie Centre
for Innovation and Technology Transfer [72]. The province is developing cooperation with
other provinces in, among other things, the use of natural geothermal resources. As in other
provinces, activities are being undertaken in the expansion and modernisation of electricity
transmission grids and distribution networks, the development of the production of plants
for energy purposes, increasing energy efficiency of public utility buildings, as well as
the construction of an energy storage system, the development of new technologies for
obtaining energy from renewable sources and the use of this energy in tourist and public
facilities [73]. One of the goals set for the province is to increase the efficiency of energy
management, promote sustainable energy consumption and popularise solutions that are
beneficial in terms of caring for the environment. Moreover, the strategy emphasises the
need to minimise the negative impact of infrastructure development on the landscape
(example: photovoltaic farms and technologies to protect birds from the so-called “water
mirror effect”) as well as indicating the conditions for regional self-sufficiency, including
the appropriate choice of renewable energy sources. Within the smart specialisations of
the Świętokrzyskie province, in particular: modern agriculture and food processing and
resource-efficient construction. The following activities connected with the energy sector
have been identified: the production of biofuels [74]; the optimisation of methods of utilisa-
tion of by-products and waste (industrial, construction, agricultural, municipal); the use of
machines and equipment in agriculture that reduce energy and water consumption; the
use of materials and technologies in construction that contribute to the improvement of
the energy efficiency of buildings, reduction of energy consumption; powering buildings
with energy from renewable sources; and scientific research and development work aimed
at, for example, creating materials that make it possible to increase the energy efficiency
of buildings [75]. In addition to these, other sub-sectors were identified within specialisa-
tions, such as: prosumer energy development; energy from waste, alternative fuels and
environmental protection (use of waste hydrocarbons and hydrogen), and the use of RES
in transport. Among the undertakings included in the territorial contract, connected with
the energy sector, the following have been defined: support for actions in energy sector
efficiency; thermal modernisation of educational establishments and the creation of a Low-
Emission Technologies Centre (experimental and implementation centre in construction
and industrial production; territorial contract for the Świętokrzyskie province).

One of the strategic objectives of the Podkarpackie province is to develop the infras-
tructure for the growth and optimisation of the use of natural resources and energy while
protecting the natural environment. This is further specified in the operational objectives,



Energies 2021, 14, 8426 16 of 28

namely: the development of energy infrastructure; the rational use of energy; and sup-
port for RES-based energy. Among a number of measures defined in the strategy to be
implemented, the following have been identified: expansion and modernisation of the
transmission, and distribution (primary and secondary) networks, and the improvement of
the efficiency of their components [76]. Modernisation and expansion also includes district
heating networks in towns and cities and is especially intended to reduce the number of
households that burn coal. The province has natural gas deposits (40% of national gas) and
thus measures are being implemented to increase the possibility of acquiring, transporting
and distributing this resource and to increase the capacity of underground gas storage.
Further investments are being made to identify new reserves and quantify the size of
existing reserves [77], as well as to support high-efficiency cogeneration networks with
the use of natural gas. The province has good natural conditions for the development
of RES infrastructure, including solar, water, and spacious areas of uncultivated agricul-
tural land with the potential for the cultivation of energy crops. However, their use is
restricted by environmental, social (for photovoltaic farms), formal and legal (for water
power), and market factors (the domination of large entities—Połaniec Power Plant and
Stalowa Wola Power Plant—limits the development of distributed energy) [78]. Measures
are being implemented in the province to support the creation of RES micro-installations
and prosumer activity in relation to companies and local government bodies. Solutions
are being sought for efficient energy management in the area of distributed generation
system development (Smart Grid). In addition, there are activities focused on implement-
ing hydrogen technologies in energy production [79], increasing the energy efficiency of
public and residential buildings, and promoting public awareness of the benefits of efficient
energy use and renewable energy sources. The energy sector plays a complementary role
within the smart specialisations identified in the region. With respect to the quality of life
specialisation, support is given to projects that will harness alternative energy sources and
help protect the environment; a similar role for projects in the province is to be fulfilled
by the information and telecommunications specialisation [80]. In particular, within the
first specialisation, activities focus on: RES-based eco-technologies (distributed energy,
smart grids, wind turbines, water turbines, solar panels, biomass boilers, geothermal),
energy-efficient and intelligent construction (passive, zero-energy, plus-energy houses),
and biodegradable plastics. On the other hand, among the undertakings in the scope of
energy, envisaged for financing in the territorial contract, the following were singled out:
energy efficiency, support for the extension and modernisation of heating and cooling
networks, thermal modernisation of artistic education establishments and, conditionally,
an undertaking concerning research in the field of energy, information and communication
technologies and mechatronics [81].

From the location of fossil fuel energy reserves, it results that in the analysed macrore-
gion of Eastern Poland there are no lignite deposits, hard coal can be found in the Lubelskie
province, and oil and natural gas in the Podkarpackie province. Consequently, the macrore-
gion is supplied from conventional energy sources located outside the described area.
Documents declaring the development of energy independence by provinces/regions, the
location of conventional energy sources, provisions of the European Green Deal policy,
“Fit for 55” package demonstrate the development of renewable energy sources in the
macroregion of Eastern Poland. From the study of documents on the provincial level
included as part of the studied macroregion, it emerges that all provinces are indicative of
the development of RES, especially based on the use of solar radiation. The development
of co-generation is pledged in particular by the Warmińsko-Mazurskie province. The
Warmińsko-Masurskie province also exploits geothermal energy. In Podlaskie Province,
it is worth noticing the fact of energy production from biogas, including waste manage-
ment, animal and food production (mainly dairy). Furthermore, the province also plans
to develop wind energy (especially in the northern part of the region). In the Lubelskie
Province, the strategy envisages the development of energy from biomass, solar, wind and
water (i.e., as in the previously mentioned provinces) and the use of conventional energy,
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based on coal and gas (including shale gas). In Podkarpackie Province, there are plans to
create a “hydrogen valley”, which will produce hydrogen from electrolysis using surplus
electricity from RES [82].

3.3. Potential Energy Portfolio of Eastern Poland Macroregion—Questionnaire Results

Research indicating which energy sources in the voivodeship are currently supported
financially, legally and organisationally primarily highlighted solar, wind, biomass and
biogas energy as well as energy from cogeneration. The trend of retreating from outlays
on energy obtained from natural gas, crude oil, decarburised gases, hard coal and lignite
was also highlighted. In the area of the neutral support level, the remained energy sources
derived from hydrogen, and with reluctant neutrality, derived from water and geothermal
resources. The opinions on the need to support the development of energy sources until
2030 were similarly distributed. In this case also, respondents most often stressed the need
to support the development of solar, biomass and biogas, wind and cogeneration sources.
In this perspective, support for energy from biomass and biogas, hydrogen as well as water
and geo-thermal resources is gaining importance (the distribution of respondents’ answers
is presented in Tables 2 and 3).

Table 2. Current priorities for financial, legal, organisational support of energy source development
in the Eastern Poland macroregion.

Location Options First
Choice

Last
Choice
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geographical location, natural resources, economic structure, industrial potential, the level
of development of agriculture, which condition the development of a particular energy
portfolio in those provinces. In this perspective, priority was given to the development
of solar energy, biomass, biogas and wind energy. Hydrogen and cogeneration are less
important for the development of energy sources in the region of Eastern Poland in the
context of the macroregion’s potential. The sources of energy derived from water and
geothermal resources and decarbonised gases are ignored. (a comparison of the distribution
of respondents’ answers is presented in Tables 3 and 4). The indicated preferences allow
for a clear picture of the directions of preferred changes until 2030 in the Eastern Poland
macroregion.

Table 4. Development of energy sources in Eastern Poland resulting from potential growth determi-
nants of the macroregion.

Location Options First
Choice

Last
Choice
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The survey shows that, at present, fossil fuels are the key source of energy supply in
the Eastern Poland macroregion, and they feature in the cash cow position within the BCG
matrix. The use of energy from these sources is at a mature stage and does not require large
investments. Because of their carbon footprint, by 2030 they will have moved into the area
of a baseline source, i.e., a widely used source with a diminishing impact, being in a dying
phase with diminishing effects. Which suggests that they are classified as dogs in the BCG
matrix (Table 5). It is a natural process observed in many development areas in which new
technology is discovered; there is a permanent change in the approach from the political,
economic, environmental and social perspective. Modern technologies in the field of green
energy (solar, wind, hydrogen, bioenergy or cogeneration) already allow for the creation
of real alternatives in the area of energy sources necessary for the proper development of
Poland and Europe. On the other hand, the New Green Deal, assuming the achievement of
climate neutrality by 2050, is a breakthrough change of both political and economic nature.
The current processes related to environmental protection, including the protection of the
entire Earth, are yet another factor that determines the need to abandon the production
of energy from fossil sources. If the mega-factor, being the man’s responsibility for his
actions as well as the emerging, universal social awareness that makes it necessary to
eliminate factors threatening the planet inhabited by men, fossil fuels—as indicated by the
respondents—will be eliminated in favor of renewable energy sources.

Looking ahead to 2030, respondents see a need to primarily develop solar energy,
as well as biomass, biogas and wind energy. In the case of solar and wind energy, it can
currently be classified as critical energy, which can underpin the region’s power supply.
The respondents attribute a slightly smaller role to bioenergy (biomass, biogas) and energy
from cogeneration.

The indicated energy sources require significant financial outlays related to the imple-
mentation of investment processes. It is not only due to the construction of solar farms,
wind farms, biogas plants or power plants producing energy from cogeneration but also to
the entire energy system (transmission, distribution, storage, system management, security,
etc.).
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In the BCG matrix these energy sources are located in the star field (S); however, the
solar energy is modelled as a mature star (CC—cash cow). The indicated position of these
energy sources requires large financing both on the national and European levels, and
perhaps global sources of financing as well. A significant amount of these funds should
supply the investment processes. Some funds should also be allocated to development
processes, including research. Such a procedure should make it possible to replace energy
sources which in the BCG matrix are classified as dogs (D). In the case of solar energy,
as well as wind energy, it should be noted that the indicated energy sources require also
non-financial inputs. In the case of solar and wind energy, energy-producing devices will
occupy a significant part of the Earth’s surface (space on the Earth’s surface) and interfere
with natural and landscape structures. In this context, work should be undertaken to
prepare relevant regulations and to take action in the social and cultural areas.

Hydropower, energy from decarbonised gases and energy from hydrogen, on the
other hand, has been placed in the field of experimental sources, i.e., still in a nascent
stage—characterised by high financial needs and poor results, but promising to become
crucial for the region’s performance in the energy sector of the future. In the BCG matrix,
hydropower, energy from decarbonised gases and energy from hydrogen, occupies the
status of question marks (QM) (Table 5).

Table 5. Forecast portfolio of energy sources for Eastern Poland macroregion for 2030—results of
surveys.

Energy Source
Location in Energy Portfolio *

In 2030

Solar energy
S QM

CC D

Wind energy
S QM

CC D

Hydropower
S QM

CC D

Bioenergy
S QM

CC D

Energy from decarbonised gases
S QM

CC D

Energy from cogeneration
S QM

CC D

Energy from hydrogen
S QM

CC D

Energy from fossil fuels/coal
S QM

CC D

Energy from fossil fuels/natural gas
S QM

CC D

Energy from fossil fuels/crude oil
S QM

CC D
* Legend: QM—experimental nascent phase/question marks; S—key development phase/star/ stars; CC—key
phase at maturity/cash cow; D—baseline dying phase/dog/dogs.

The conducted analysis of the survey results demonstrates very well the political,
economic, environmental and social expectations related to the need of creating a portfolio
of energy sources for the Eastern Poland macroregion by 2030. The performed analysis
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constitutes an important component of the energy portfolio, thus contributing to the
implementation of certain elements of the New Green Deal in Poland.

3.4. Potential Energy Portfolio of Eastern Poland Macroregion—Change of Forecast

As a result of the conducted analyses of the conditions and premises for the transfor-
mation of the energy portfolio of the Eastern Poland macroregion, its change over time
was projected. The scenario analysis enabled conclusions to be drawn. These indicate an
upward trend in the development of renewable energy sources in particular for bioenergy,
solar energy and wind energy with a positive impact on the development of the energy
system and the highest probability of success (Table 6). Based on the responses given by
the respondents, it can be assumed that the development and acquisition of energy from
renewable sources occupies an important place in the energy policy directions adopted
in the provinces (highest probability scenario). However, the result obtained from the
worst-case scenario may be alarming, as it indicates the respondents’ concern about the
emergence of numerous threats limiting the development of RES in the macroregion of
Eastern Poland. The obsolete distribution and transmission network in the Eastern Poland
macroregion should be perceived as a threat in this respect [83].

Table 6. Energy portfolio development scenarios based on the renewable sources of the Eastern
Poland macroregion in the perspective of 2030.

Renewable Energy Sources Trend Strength of Impact
from −3 to +3

Probability
0–1

Solar energy developmen
growth 1.5 0.6

stabilisation −1 0.3

decrease −2.5 0.1

Development of wind energy
growth 1 0.5

stabilisation −1 0.3

decrease −2 0.2

Development of hydrogen energy
growth −1 0.3

stabilisation −1.5 0.4

decrease −2 0.3

Development of energy from
cogeneration

growth 1 0.4

stabilisation −1.5 0.4

decrease −2 0.2

Development of energy from
cogeneration

growth 2 0.5

stabilisation −1 0.3

decrease −2 0.2

Development of energy from water
resources and geothermal energy

growth −2 0.3

stabilisation −1.5 0.4

decrease −2 0.3

Development of energy from
decarbonised gases

growth –1.5 0.5

stabilisation –1 0.3

decrease −2 0.2

Scenarios Strength of Impact

optimistic (+) 1.4

pessimistic (–) −2.1

the most probable (+) 1.5

the most probable (–) −1.4

surprising (+) 0

surprising (–) −1.9
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The results of the energy portfolio study in the Eastern Poland macroregion, based on
the analysis of the collected data, differ from the conclusions resulting from the institutional
and legal analysis. They indicate a high degree of portfolio diversification, which can take
on an abnormal character: young for renewables and declining for non-renewables. The
projected energy portfolio may become a weakness of the entire macroregion, which will
impact the weakening development potential of Eastern Poland.

4. Discussion

The development of renewable energy in the Eastern Poland macroregion is very
diverse. This is due to the structure of energy production in the country as a whole which
differs fundamentally from the structure of obtaining energy from renewable sources for
the EU-28 (Table 7) [84] (p. 20). Worryingly, however, the pessimistic macroeconomic
conditions affecting the development of RES may hamper the dynamic development of
the energy portfolio (transition of energy sources from the field of stars to the field of milk
cows, or consolidation in the field of stars, or transition from the field of question marks to
the field of stars.

Table 7. This is a specification of the contribution for renewable energy sources for Poland and the
EU-28 (in percent).

Specification for Year 2018 Poland EU-28

Solid biofuels 68.1 40.3
Solar energy 0.9 6.4

Hydro 1.9 12.9
Wind 12.2 13.9
Biogas 3.2 7.1

Liquid biofuels 10.0 6.9
Geothermal energy 0.3 2.9

Renewable municipal waste 1.1 4.3
Heat pumps 2.4 5.4

The predominance of energy obtained from biomass and biogas is a result of the essen-
tially agricultural character of production in the Eastern Poland macroregion. It is also the
least capital-intensive source of green energy in Poland. As this is a virtually self-contained
process, the potential of this energy source in Poland, above all in the agricultural macrore-
gion of Eastern Poland, as a basic energy resource can be underlined. It may be much more
favourable from an ecological and economic point of view to the implementation of the
objectives of the European Union’s New Green Deal and the eventual transformation of the
energy portfolio of the designated region. This creates the possibility of producing energy
through cogeneration which is a more chemically fuel-efficient operation. The production
of energy from decarbonised gases, particularly low-carbon (green) gases in the form of
biomethane and hydrogen, should be noted here. Taking into account the development of
prosumer economies, this way of generating energy can have a dual use in cogeneration,
where the final product is both electricity and heat.

Solar energy can be an important component of Poland’s energy portfolio, including
its Eastern macroregion. Relative to 2018, in 2020, the energy supplier Energa Group
connected more than 160 larger (above 50 kW) RES sources to its network, of which there
were 133 photovoltaic installations and 21 wind farms with a total installed capacity of over
330 MW [85]. As a result, this segment can complement the energy derived from biofuels.
This is dependent on the current level of technology and the climate, which determine
the possibility of using solar energy in eastern Poland. The most efficient photovoltaic
panels made of silicon currently available operate most efficiently at temperatures around
25 ◦C. The lower the temperature, the fewer photons reach the cells, and the higher the
temperature, the lower the power output of the panels. During the month of July, when
the air temperature exceeds 30 ◦C in Poland, there is a drop in efficiency and less electricity
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is produced. Moreover, when the panels are covered (by leaves, snow) the effects on the
entire PV installation are similar [86].

The use of hydropower in the Eastern Poland macroregion creates the potential to
transform the energy portfolio. The Warmińsko–Mazurskie and Podkarpackie provinces
are the most promising for Polish hydropower. Eastern Poland’s San and Bug rivers have
the potential to generate 1013 GWh per year [87]. However, this type of investment may be
contested by the public as well as by local communities in the identified macroregion. The
reason may be the development of natural waterways [88]. However, this does not apply
to geothermal energy the production which in the case of the Eastern Poland macroregion
is incidental in character.

Energy from wind turbines creates particular opportunities for the development of
renewable energy in the macroregion of Eastern Poland. This is due to the geographical
conditions that Eastern Poland has, i.e., extensive, windy terrain. However, this may be
hindered by the bird habitats and rare plant areas protected by the European Union’s
Natura 2000 programme, which currently cover 19.7% of Poland’s area (Figure 11) [89].
These include 145 Special Protection Areas for birds covering 15.6% of Poland’s area
and 845 Sites of Community Importance, which will be Special Habitat Areas following
approval by the Minister of the Environment and cover 11.05% of the country’s area [90].
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The results of the study give rise to the conclusion that the selected energy sources
will progress to the next phase of development. It is anticipated that the key energy
source in the macroregion of Eastern Poland will be solar energy, and to a limited extent in
certain areas—wind energy and bioenergy. Thus, creating an opportunity to implement
the European Green Deal policy in this part of Europe (Table 8).
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Table 8. Forecast portfolio of energy sources for the Eastern Poland macroregion for 2030—
consolidated results.

Energy Source
Location in Energy Portfolio *

In 2030

Solar energy
S QM

CC D

Wind energy
S QM

CC D

Hydropower
S QM

CC D

Bioenergy
S QM

CC D

Energy from decarbonised gases
S QM

CC D

Energy from cogeneration
S QM

CC D

Energy from hydrogen
S QM

CC D

Energy from fossil fuels/coal
S QM

CC D

Energy from fossil fuels/natural gas
S QM

CC D

Energy from fossil fuels/crude oil
S QM

CC D
* Legend: QM—experimental nascent phase/question marks; S—key development phase/star/ stars; CC—key
phase at maturity/cash cow; D—baseline dying phase/dog/dogs.

5. Conclusions

The development of the energy portfolio of the Eastern Poland macroregion is de-
pendent on a number of factors which may be considered in the following perspectives:
political, social, economic, technological and environmental. Together, they aim to protect
the environment, ensure the continuity of entities, including entrepreneurs, cooperatives,
farms and households. The existing energy portfolio of the Eastern Poland macroregion
is unfavourable for the natural environment. How it will be altered over time using local
renewable resources remains an open question. The adopted assumptions and goals set in
the European Green Deal oblige Poland to changes which are intended to result in reaching
EU climate neutrality by 2050, which is not without impact on the macroregion of Eastern
Poland.

Poland, along with almost all other European Union countries, faces a major challenge,
namely, the closure of fossil fuel power stations to eliminate their carbon footprint. The tran-
sitional raw material is to be the blue fuel, natural gas. Undoubtedly, given the projection
of technological revolutions 4.0 and 5.0, and the successive increase in consumption, there
will be an increase in energy production, including electricity from natural gas. In Poland,
this increase is expected to be almost fivefold by 2030 (from 14 TWh to 54 TWh). This will
mean the development of gas-fired power plants fuelled by natural gas or biomethane.
This is an opportunity for the macroregion of Eastern Poland, which will balance its energy
portfolio against the fossil fuels currently in use. The research has revealed the fledgling
character of the energy portfolio of the Eastern Poland macroregion, with sustained growth
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in energy production from renewable sources over the past 10 years. It may result in their
consolidation into the field of stars (mature stars) [85].

The results of the study of the energy portfolio of the Eastern Poland macroregion,
based on the analysis of records in strategic documents and data collected in the course
of the survey, indicate a high degree of diversification of the portfolio. It is currently of
a youthful nature. The renewable energy sources in Eastern Poland can be categorised
to varying degrees into the experimental area and the key area in the phase of source
development. This provides a rationale for calling it a developing portfolio, with the
proviso that its development will be determined by economic factors, including financial
and legal drivers.

From the perspective of the completed survey and institutional and legal research,
the forecasted energy portfolio for the Eastern Poland macroregion does not indicate the
achievement of a balanced energy portfolio with the participation of RES. There is still a
strong link between energy from fossil sources (Lubelskie province, coal, and Podkarpackie
province, gas) and its generation based on existing infrastructure. In the short and medium
term, this poses a risk to the achievement of the goals of the European Green Deal. The
alternative is to develop distributed renewable energy, which requires the policy makers,
with the support of local communities, to carry out in-depth analyses of the development of
the local area, to increase social responsibility for the development of distributed renewable
energy, as well as to provide comprehensive financial, organisational and legal solutions
for the development of distributed renewable energy.

Based on analysis of the Eastern Poland macroregion, the final conclusions, which
have the character of recommendations, are as follows. In order to achieve the policy goals
of the European Green Deal, it is necessary to:

• Stimulate economic activity, competitiveness and innovation in the regional econ-
omy, shape spatial management and preserve the value of the cultural and natural
environment;

• Increase commitment and investment in raising public awareness and competence in
the regions in the area of distributed, prosumer energy;

• Develop detailed analyses, feasibility studies, programmes for individual regions/
provinces of the Eastern Poland macroregion scoping the anticipated energy transfor-
mation, taking into account the following issues: political/legal, economic/economic,
social, geographical/environmental, and infrastructural/technological.

This will result in a faster and at the same time more efficient energy transition
achieving climate neutrality by 2050, in accordance with the policies of the European
Union’s New Green Deal.
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2019, p. 27. Available online: http://ekonomiaspoleczna.lubelskie.pl/images/artykuly/2019/strategia_rozwoju/krajowa_
strategia_rozwoju_regionalnego_2030.pdf (accessed on 10 June 2021).
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