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Abstract: In modern industry, anomaly detection is an important part of safety and productivity
management. Early anomaly detection could allow for timely interventions, preventing malfunctions
and reducing risks for human workers and machines. This work aims to deliver an overview of the
use of machine learning for anomaly detection in industrial environments, highlight the state-of-the-
art, and discuss challenges and prospects for future research. Existing approaches, methodologies,
and results related to anomaly detection are summarized, focusing on the application of machine
learning for different types of industrial anomalies. Research findings indicate that, despite the
current advances, there is still room for improvements and developments in machine learning-based
anomaly detection in industrial environments, designating an important future field of research.
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1. Introduction

The constantly evolving industrial technology has resulted in changes in production
processes, increasing the need for effective methods to detect anomalies. Anomaly detection
is the process of finding efficient ways to discover irregular values in a data set. Accident
prevention is one of the most important objectives of condition monitoring and anomaly
detection in industries. Anomaly detection and prediction can ensure the reliability and
safety of industrial processes by establishing hazardous conditions notification systems for
shutdown or control [1], thus ensuring the safety of human workers and saving costs of
repair or replacement of machines due to malfunctions. However, anomalies are usually
rare events in a dataset, so most existing algorithms cannot detect anomalies with (over)
confidence and may lead to false alarms or false positives [2,3].

Machine-learning techniques have proven to be effective for anomaly detection, being
able to uncover unusual patterns in data [4]. In order to select and apply the appropriate
machine learning-based anomaly detection technique, a number of factors, such as the type
of the generated sensory data stream, the type of anomaly, and the availability of training
data, should be considered [5]. The most common problem in industrial research is the
detection of anomalies and abnormal activity in the network [6]. In such cases, anomaly
detection systems are automated security systems used to monitor, analyze, and detect
anomalous activity on a network or a host computer. Lee et al. [7] reported that there
are four key elements that must be considered when building an anomaly or intrusion
detection system: the resource to be protected, a model to determine the typical behavior
of the resource, a technique to compare the activity of the resource with healthy behavior,
and a technique to determine what is abnormal. Therefore, anomaly detection is used in
various applications, e.g., for cyber intrusions, in health systems, for crime investigation,
etc. [8]. Many machine-learning techniques have been used and proposed for the latter
applications, and they are used separately as well as in combination [9].
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To this end, this work presents a comprehensive overview of the literature on machine-
learning applications in industrial anomaly detection. By examining a wide range of
different approaches, methodologies, and applications, this work aims to provide a holistic
view of the current state of research in this area, including the different types of anoma-
lies, machine-learning algorithms, and their performance metrics, toward comparatively
evaluating anomaly detection systems. This work also examines how various machine-
learning technologies are integrated into industrial environments for anomaly detection. In
addition to systematically presenting research in this area, this work attempts to contribute
to the body of existing knowledge by answering the following three specific research
questions (RQs):

• RQ1: What are the latest scientific publications in the field of anomaly detection in
industrial environments?

• RQ2: Which machine-learning models are most effective in detecting anomalies in
industrial environments?

• RQ3: How does the application of machine learning in anomaly detection impact the
safety of industrial environments?

The rest of this paper is structured as follows. Section 2 provides a brief review of
related works. Section 3 presents the conducted research methodology, while Section 4
provides the research findings, followed by the discussions in Section 5. Finally, Section 6
concludes this paper.

2. Related Work

In order to better highlight the contribution of this work, an overview of related review
works is conducted in the following.

Chandola et al. [10] provided an extensive review of several anomaly detection tech-
niques in multiple application domains. Sodemann et al. [11] presented a survey on
anomaly detection in automated surveillance, focusing on different classification models
and algorithms. Zuo [12] described the three most widely used anomaly detection tech-
niques in geochemistry. Frank et al. [13] implemented a review of general technologies for
smart manufacturing in the frame of Industry 4.0, including anomaly detection.

Umer et al. [14] focused on machine learning-based industrial control against cyber-
attacks, reviewing four types of machine-learning methods. Sokolov et al. [15] analyzed
the problem of anomaly detection in modern industrial control systems that are vulnerable
to cyber-attacks; machine-learning models to detect anomalies were evaluated, ranging
from traditional to deep-learning methods. Pang et al. [16] made a comprehensive review
of deep anomaly detection with a comprehensive taxonomy, covering a wide range of
application categories and methods. Erhan et al. [17] reviewed the state-of-the-art anomaly
detection methods in the specific area of sensor systems.

However, it is important to highlight that the existing literature lacks a comprehensive
review of machine learning-based techniques for anomaly detection that exclusively focuses
on industrial applications. This review aims to establish a framework for advancing
theoretical knowledge and development in this field. Additionally, it seeks to pinpoint
knowledge gaps and areas within industrial machine learning-based anomaly detection
that remain underexplored.

3. Methodology

The first phase was conducted according to the principles of the Preferred Reference
Data for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analysis (PRISMA) statement [18]. The PRISMA
methodology appropriately defined all eligibility criteria for the collection of research
material, the use of information sources, the elimination of duplication, data collection
procedures, and, finally, the integration of the results (Figure 1).
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Figure 1. Research methodology.

The literature research was conducted for relevant research works in four online
databases, namely, IEEE Xplore, Scopus, Science Direct, and Google Scholar. Various search
terms such as “anomaly detection”, “industrial environment”, “machine learning”, and
“fault detection” were used to ensure broad and saturated coverage of the relevant literature.

General inclusion and exclusion criteria for the studies included in this review were
defined as follows, also considering the posed research questions:

Inclusion criteria:

• The studies were published between 2015 and 2023;
• Only studies focusing on the use of machine learning for anomaly detection in indus-

trial environments were selected;
• Only studies that have been published in scientific journals, conferences, or books

were included, thus ensuring the validity of the results;
• The studies were written in English.

Exclusion criteria:

• Lack of machine learning: studies that do not use machine learning and focus only on
classical detection methods were excluded;

• Studies that did not have sufficient details about the used machine-learning algorithms,
the used datasets, or reported evaluation metrics were excluded, ensuring that only
studies with sufficient transparency and reproducibility were considered.

• To avoid redundancy in this review, studies that duplicated articles or presented
substantially similar findings were excluded.

As a result of this review of the literature, a total of ten articles met our inclusion
criteria and were further considered.



Eng. Proc. 2024, 70, 25 4 of 9

4. Results

The research findings of this review are presented in Table 1, aiming to answer the
posed research questions. Table 1 includes all the information from the selected literature,
the latest scientific publications, and the best-performing machine-learning algorithms,
indicating a great diversity in the performance of machine-learning models in anomaly
detection in industrial environments. Note that each model performs optimally under
specific conditions, which reinforces the importance of adapting to the specific requirements
of each industrial environment. In the context of evaluating machine-learning algorithms,
there are several metrics used to compare results between different approaches, while the
most common is accuracy. In particular, the time needed to create the model is of great
importance, as it reflects the time needed to train the model. Table 1 also includes additional
metrics for the deeper evaluation of the models’ performance.

Table 1. Research results on machine learning-based anomaly detection in industrial environments.

Ref.
Dataset Machine-Learning Model Performance Metrics (%)

(Year) Precision Recall F1-Score Accuracy Other

[18]
(2021) HIL ICS [19]

k-NN 97.32 97.29 97.29 97.29
AUC: 97.29%, Fitting

time: 173 s,
Prediction time: 104 s

DT 99.37 99.37 99.37 99.37
AUC: 99.37%, Fitting

time: 5.8 s,
Prediction time: 0.0283 s

RF 99.76 99.76 99.76 99.76
AUC: 99.76%, Fitting

time: 2.21 s,
Prediction time: 0.0505 s

[20]
(2021)

Steel plate faults by
Semeion. Research of

Sciences of
Communication [21]

DT 91.29 - 91.29 91.14 Sensitivity: 91.14%,

k-NN 82.86 - 82.86 82.86 Sensitivity: 82.86%

RF 93.86 - 92.43 93.29 Sensitivity: 93.29%

SVM 74.57 - 79.43 86.00 Sensitivity: 86.00%

Naïve Bayes 89.29 - 62.86 59.00 Sensitivity: 59.00%

Logistic Regression (LR) 86.71 - 83.71 88.29 Sensitivity: 88.29%

Multilayer Perceptron (MPL) 88.43 - 73.43 73.86 Sensitivity: 73.86%

[22]
(2023)

Biz

DT 69.06 73.19 - - F 0.5 Score: 69.85%

RF 87.44 70.80 - - F 0.5 Score: 83.51%

k-NN 74.01 62.90 - - F 0.5 Score: 73.00%

GBDT 83.03 62.06 - - F 0.5 Score: 77.77%

Stacking 88.03 70.17 - - F 0.5 Score: 83.76%

Mon

DT 57.07 66.60 - - F 0.5 Score: 58.75%
RF 87.92 64.27 - - F 0.5 Score: 81.89%

k-NN 73.23 53.73 - - F 0.5 Score: 68.27%
GBDT 85.68 43.39 - - F 0.5 Score: 71.70%

Stacking 87.54 69.61 - - F 0.5 Score: 83.25%

Ora

DT 44.82 57.31 - - F 0.5 Score: 46.86%

RF 77.99 49.01 - - F 0.5 Score: 69.74%

k-NN 56.58 25.49 - - F 0.5 Score: 45.48%

GBDT 61.33 21.94 - - F 0.5 Score: 45.13%

Stacking 85.11 56.53 - - F 0.5 Score: 77.29%

Trd

DT 41.09 58.87 - - F 0.5 Score: 43.73%

RF 86.21 53.19 - - F 0.5 Score: 76.69%

k-NN 81.03 33.33 - - F 0.5 Score: 63.00%

GBDT 72.82 53.19 - - F 0.5 Score: 67.81%

Stacking 85.42 51.90 - - F 0.5 Score: 75.64%

[23]
(2023) NSL-KDD [24]

IF - 87.00 78.00 99.00 -

SVM - 88.00 67.00 95.00 -

[25]
(2018)

Data from
press-hardening

processes

ANN 100 100 - 100 -
SC-SVM 98.90 100 - 99.40 -

IF 99.00 100 - 99.50 -
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Table 1. Cont.

Ref.
Dataset Machine-Learning Model Performance Metrics (%)

(Year) Precision Recall F1-Score Accuracy Other

[26]
(2020)

Pharmaceutical
company data

RFA 99.97 99.97 99.97 - -
DLA 99.96 99.97 99.96 - -

[27]
(2019)

Modbus (D1) [28], OPC
UA (D2) [29]

SVM
D1 - - - 92.53 Execution time: 11,712 s

D2 - - - 90.81 Execution time: 0.019 s

RF
D1 - - - 99.84 Execution time: 281 s

D2 - - - 99.98 Execution time: 52.31 s

[30]
(2017) SWaT [31]

DNN 98.29 67.84 80.28 - -

SC-SVM 92.50 69.90 79.62 - -

[32]
(2021) WSN-DS [33]

SVM 88.00 92.00 90.00 89.00 -

Naïve Bayes 94.00 85.00 88.00 94.00 -

DT 94.00 94.00 93.00 94.00 -

ID-GOPA 96.00 96.00 96.00 96.00 -

RF 94.00 85.00 88.00 94.00 -

[34]
(2020)

HIL-based augmented
ICS dataset

Naïve Bayes - - - 54.00 Training time: 0.1 s;
Prediction time: 0.1 s

RF - - - 82.93 Training time: 0.9 s;
Prediction time: 0.1 s

RF GSCN - - - 82.93 Training time: 109.8 s;
Prediction time: 8.2 s

GB - - - 77.58 Training time: 583.02 s;
Prediction time: 0.1 s

GB GSCV - - - 83.63 Training time: 1274.2 s;
Prediction time: 10 s

ANN - - - 82.79 Training time: 76 s;
Prediction time: 10 s

LSTM - - - 82.81 Training time: 111 s;
Prediction time: 20 s

LSTM AE - - - 82.79 Training time: 809 s;
Prediction time: 10 s

Mokhtari et al. [18] focused on using the ICS dataset (HIL) for anomaly detection in
industrial systems. They used k-NN, Decision Tree (DT), and Random Forest (RF) models.
RF outperformed the other models, with accuracy, recall, F1 score, and precision reaching
99.76%. Fit and prediction times were relatively low, indicating efficient model performance.
Overall, the RF model showed excellent anomaly detection capabilities on the ICS (HIL)
dataset. Gamal et al. [19] analyzed seven machine-learning models in their study, focusing
on a dataset of steel plate defects. The performance of the models was measured, and
the DT and RF achieved accuracy rates of 91.14% and 93.29%, respectively. RF showed
higher accuracy and repeatability compared to support vector machines (SVM) and Naive
Bayes, which indicated lower accuracies. This analysis highlights the importance of the
appropriate selection of machine-learning models considering the characteristics of each
industry dataset.

The research of Wang et al. [20] focused on the analysis of system log files of server
clusters in a financial company using various models, including DT, RF, k-NN, and gradient-
based decision trees (GBDT), over four different datasets. The “stacking” method stood out
with high accuracy, repeatability, and F 0.5 score values above 88%. The results indicated
that methods such as “stacking” could be very effective in detecting task-related anomalies
in financial IT systems.

The study conducted by Shanthi and Maruthi [21] focused on the NSL-KDD dataset
and investigated the use of Isolation Forest (IF) and SVM for anomaly detection; compared
to SVM, IF recorded an impressive accuracy of 99%. Results demonstrate the effectiveness
of unsupervised learning approaches, such as IF, for anomaly-based intrusion detection
systems in the NSL-KDD dataset. This work overall indicates that machine-learning models
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constitute effective tools for anomaly detection and are able to deal with the challenge of
handling complex data.

Lejon et al. [22] analyzed the performance of artificial neural networks (ANNs), single-
class SVMs (SC-SVM), and IF, focusing on the use of declassified data; ANNs displayed
excellent accuracy, recall, and F1-Score values, while IF and SC-SVMs showed high accuracy
and recall. The results demonstrate the reliability and effectiveness of the selected models to
accurately detect anomalies in the used private dataset collected from the press-hardening
process, as well as the potential to implement machine learning for anomaly detection by
non-experts in machine learning using specific programming libraries.

Quatrini et al. [23] focused on a pharmaceutical dataset and evaluated the perfor-
mance of the Random Forest Algorithm (RFA) and the Decision Linkage Algorithm (DLA).
Both algorithms showed high accuracy and recall values for anomaly detection in a pri-
vate dataset of the pharmaceutical industry. Results highlight the effectiveness of both
methods in anomaly detection and the need to apply them in practice in industrial set-
tings. High-performance results reaching a precision and recall of more than 99% were
reported, indicating the potential of the proposed methods to detect warnings and critical
circumstances in the production phases.

Anton et al. [24] used data from two datasets, Modbus and OPC UA, in order to
predict attacks and employed SVM and RF algorithms. The analysis showed that SVM
outperformed the first dataset but required more runtime. RF performed better on the
second dataset, with higher accuracy and faster runtime. The fact that each model behaves
differently depending on the used dataset indicates the need for balance between accuracy
and computational efficiency when identifying industrial anomalies. Machine learning-
based anomaly detection can be highly efficient in industry since industrial settings produce
plenty of data that can be used for training.

Inoue et al. [25] used the SWaT dataset and evaluated the performance of Deep Neural
Networks (DNNs) and single-class SVMs in anomaly detection. The results showed that
DNNs exhibited higher accuracy and repeatability than single-class SVMs, highlighting
their effectiveness in anomaly detection in industrial systems, as well as the importance of
selecting the appropriate model according to the application requirements.

Ifzarne et al. [26] conducted a study on anomaly detection using the WSN-DS dataset
and SVM, Naïve Bayes, DT, wireless sensor network (WSN) intrusion detection model
based on information gain ratio and online passive-aggressive algorithm (ID-GOPA) and
RF. ID-GOPA outperformed the other models, revealing that it can work better on large
datasets as its learning rate does not decrease over time. For the same reason, due to the
large dataset, SVM displayed a lower accuracy since it performs better for small datasets.

Finally, Tai et al. [27] used an augmented ICS dataset and evaluated several machine-
learning models, such as Gaussian Naïve Bayes, RF, RF GridSearchCV (RF GSCV), Gradient
Boosting Machine (GB), GB GCSV, ANN, Long Short-Term Memory (LSTM), and LSTM
autoencoder (LSTM AE). Although the results indicated that RF, GB, ANN, and LSTM
classification models had profound potential for anomaly detection in industrial control
systems, RF GSCV, i.e., with tuned hyperparameters, slightly outperformed the rest of
the models.

5. Discussion

The analysis of the above academic papers provides an overview of machine learning-
based anomaly detection in industrial environments and concludes that RFs, k-NNs, DTs,
SVMs, and ANNs are the most commonly used machine-learning models that perform well.
It should be noted that the choice of the appropriate model depends on the characteristics
of the problem and the used dataset. The use of predictive models can improve safety
in industrial settings by early detection of anomalies and, thus, timely address of the
challenges inherent in the industry.

Comparing the results of the selected studies, it is clear that the choice of the dataset
has a significant impact on the performance of the selected model. This review revealed
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that certain algorithms can perform better on smaller and larger datasets. Model runtime is
also an important factor, especially in industrial environments where the trade-off between
accuracy and performance becomes apparent. Each study emphasizes the importance of
selecting a model tailored to the specific characteristics of both the dataset and the problem
under study. Reported results reveal that there is still potential for improvement in the
field of machine learning-based anomaly detection in the industry, suggesting that this is
an important scientific area of research in the future.

6. Conclusions

Anomaly detection has been an active research field for years and has attracted the
interest of researchers from various fields. Detecting abnormal behaviors of systems
could help reduce operational risks and prevent unseen problems and system down-
time. This work presents the results of a systematic literature review regarding the use
of machine-learning models in anomaly detection in industrial settings. This review pro-
vides a comprehensive overview of the developed approaches, their characteristics, and
performance indicators. Consequently, summarization of the latter information is expected
to guide the research community toward enhanced knowledge of the latest approaches
and methodologies developed in this specific research field. Anomalies in data streams
can vary widely in different domains, from healthcare to industrial environments; there-
fore, it is crucial to develop anomaly detection methods tailored to specific domains and
environments. Researchers should explore the specific challenges posed to each particular
domain and develop adaptive approaches that can effectively identify anomalies relevant
to each context.

The major and fast developments in data integration technologies make machine-
learning algorithms a powerful tool in industrial environments for gaining useful insights
regarding the behavior of industrial systems and thus improving the efficiency of timely
decision-making. Future works should also consider using the highest-performed machine-
learning algorithms, as concluded from this review work, and test them to multiple in-
dustrial applications. Moreover, additional machine-learning or hybrid methods need to
be developed to enhance prediction accuracies. More specifically, appropriate machine-
learning algorithms need to be established to handle specific anomaly detection cases in
the industry. Finally, more real-world public industrial datasets need to be developed, on
which researchers could comparatively evaluate their methods.
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