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Abstract: The article sought to understand public perceptions on city landscaping during the outbreak
of COVID-19. The research aimed to discuss the theoretical aspects related to restrictions on travel
during the pandemic and city landscaping and to conduct an empirical study of experiences of the
Vilnius Pop-up Beach, Lithuania. The thematic analysis selected for the empirical study is not limited
and flexible, allowing for revealing the experiences and public opinion, including that expressed
in the media, relating to the Vilnius Pop-up Beach. The analysis resulted in the identification of
several themes: "Nostalgia for heroic landscape", "Changing memory landscape", and "Enjoying
the landscape of freedom", which demonstrated the controversy surrounding the changing city
landscape. Analysis showed the interaction of public perceptions on city landscaping. The results
of this research highlight the importance in future sustainable landscape development of paying
attention to the different city experiences. Public perceptions should be heard and respected when
considering the unique landscape of the past, present, and future and its impact on city memories.
Thus, possible directions for future research should include more in-depth explorations on alternative
travel experiences, looking for possible uncovered, unforeseen, sensitive, and meaningful travel
experiences, which emerged during the outbreak of COVID-19.
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1. Introduction
The outbreak of COVID-19 in most countries has led to increasing efforts to restrict
the free movement of individuals. Health concerns have always steered urban planning
and the design of cities, as noted by Moritz, citing Wintle [1]. Hooper [2] noted that in late
medieval times, wealthy residents of European cities often retreated from cities during
plagues. Newman Leigh [3] argued that pandemics have marked the urban landscape.
Pandemics and new diseases, as Hall et al. [4] pointed out, have long had a transformational
effect on environments and societies. Restrictions on travel have slowed, but not stopped,
the free movement of persons, while also not reducing the need and desire of individuals
to travel or seek alternatives to travel. According to Jasiński [5], the outbreak of COVID-19
affected not only almost all spheres of human life, but also the possibilities and way of
using urban public space.
Amongst the burgeoning discussions and research related to tourism and COVID-19,
as Sigala [6] and Strielkowski [7] noted, the public is calling for the pandemic to be universally seen and used as a transformative opportunity. Although discrete perspectives on
COVID-19 certainly hold value, Wen et al. [8] pointed out that interdisciplinary research
can make a significant contribution to managing this global health crisis. Moreover, interdisciplinary study is widely considered a source of innovation and a worthwhile means
of tackling complex problems. According to Terkenli [9,10], the multidisciplinary field of
landscape studies is ever evolving, consolidating gains and breaking ground in slow but
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steady steps. Terkenli [10] noted that it has been previously argued that the relationship
between tourism and the landscape is irrevocable, uncontested, and even essential to
tourism. The landscape is made up of a multitude of “modules” and “layers”, as Bruns [11]
pointed out, making it necessary to bring together as many different disciplines as possible.
The article seeks to understand public perceptions on city landscaping during the outbreak of COVID-19. Thus, this research discusses the theoretical aspects of city landscaping
during the outbreak of COVID-19 and conducts an empirical study of the experiences of
the Vilnius Pop-up Beach, located in Vilnius, Lithuania. The object chosen for the empirical
research, the temporary Vilnius Pop-up Beach, as an alternative to compensate the mobility restrictions, was installed in Lukiškės Square. Lukiškės Square was formed in the
green suburbs of Vilnius [12] and the image of the city center has changed considerably
during its history, still keeping very strong political and public debates about the usage of
Lukiškės Square.
This article is organized as follows: Literature Review, Materials and Methods, Research Setting, Results, Discussion, and Concluding Insights are presented in subsequent
sections. The literature review is divided into three subsections: analyzing restrictions on
the right to travel resulting from COVID-19; the right to the city and transformation; urban
transformation. The section of Materials and Methods describes methods and data used,
while the section of Research Setting presents the object and its context. The empirical
results are presented in the Results section. The Discussion section discusses theoretical
and empirical insights, and this article finishes with concluding insights.
2. Literature Review
As an introduction to the research topic, the theoretical part of this article analyzes the
right to travel and COVID-19 (Section 2.1), discusses right to the city and transformation
(Section 2.2), and examines urban transformation (Section 2.3).
2.1. Right to Travel and COVID-19
When speaking about the right to travel during the outbreak of COVID-19 and looking
for solutions of how to realize this right, we should keep in mind that the fundamental and
most important human rights, such as the right to health and the right to life, should be
respected. The human rights to health and freedom of movement are fundamental and
universal, and both rights create immediate obligations on states. The existence of these
two rights in the context of migration and travel and, in particular, recommendations that
limit active recruitment or promote self-sufficiency policies as part of an ethical code of
practice do not compromise a state’s ability to honor both of these rights. In summary, the
tension between the two internationally accepted human rights remains, in large part, due
to perception rather than being strictly dictated by human rights law [13].
COVID-19 also restricted the mobility of the Lithuanian people, as international
travels were restricted; therefore, it was necessary to find ways of how to replace them
within the country. Such needs were especially visible in the major cities. Therefore, new
ways and solutions are being sought to compensate restrictions on people mobility. As an
alternative, the city mayor of the Lithuanian capital Vilnius opened the temporary Vilnius
Pop-up Beach.
It should be noted that the limitations related to the restriction of free movement and
the right to travel are not a new phenomenon. For example, in July 1979, an outbreak of
influenza after a prolonged stay aboard a commercial airliner in Alaska was reported. As
Fricker and Steffen [14] noted, while unable to take off, the aircraft ventilation system was
shut off. Toebes [15] noted that global mobility has only rarely resulted in a significant
public health impact; lately, this was the case with HIV and SARS, which would have
spread at a slower pace before the popularization of air travel. Baker [16] argued that
travelers should be considered an integral part of the global surveillance network for
emerging infections.
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An analysis of the legal literature and court cases reveals that there are also several
violations regarding the restriction of rights related to the protection of national security
and public health [17]. For example, in court decision I/A Court H.R., Matter of the
Penitentiary Complex of Curado, Brazil (2016), the commission noted that Brazil had not
presented a detailed plan to provide medical assistance to inmates with contagious diseases
such as tuberculosis [18]. According to Page [19], the most difficult part of any quarantine
law is determining the extent of protecting individual rights and liberties while keeping
the public healthy and safe. It should be noted that the right to free movement of persons is
fundamental, but it is not absolute. Article 3 of The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
guarantees that everyone has the right to life, liberty, and security of person [20]. The
security of all citizens, the right to life as a fundamental and indisputable right, and a safe
environment must be ensured. Under Directive 2004/38/ec of the European Parliament
and of the Council [21], “procedural safeguards should also be specified in detail in order
to ensure a high level of protection of the rights of Union citizens and their family members
in the event of their being denied leave to enter or reside in another Member State, as
well as to uphold the principle that any action taken by the authorities must be properly
justified” [21] (Art. 29). Under Art. 29, the only diseases that justify measures restricting
freedom of movement shall be those with epidemic potential as defined by the relevant
instruments of the World Health Organization, and other infectious diseases or contagious
parasitic diseases if they are the subject to protection provisions applying to nationals of
the host Member State.
Governments of most countries have increasingly sought to restrict the freedom of
movement of individuals in response to COVID-19. The restrictions on travel have slowed,
but not stopped, the spread of the pandemic, and the necessity and benefits of this health
protection are outweighed by violations of international law. According to Art. 43 of the
International Health Regulations, which are binding on all Member States of the World
Health Organization, health measures "shall not be more restrictive of international traffic
and shall not be more invasive or intrusive to humans than reasonably available alternatives" [22,23]. Meier et al. [24] suggested, in the context of public health measures such
as social isolation and the effectiveness of contact tracing, the need for travel bans compared to less restrictive alternatives, thus avoiding global fragmentation and violation of
international human rights. International human rights law, in particular the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), requires that restrictions on rights based
on public health or national emergencies be lawful, necessary, and proportionate [25].
To summarize, the right to travel under international human rights law, in principle,
protects and guarantees the lawful and free movement of every citizen throughout the
country, and the right to leave any country. It should be noted that restrictions on these
rights can only be imposed when they are lawful for a legitimate aim and when the
restrictions are proportionate, including their consequences. COVID-19 is one reason for
the implementation of legal travel bans and restrictions on the right to travel because these
restrictions are intended to protect the health and possibly even the lives of citizens.
2.2. Right to the City and Transformation
As for the right to travel during the outbreak of COVID-19, we also need to discuss
the right to the city and transformation for better possible solutions of implementation of
this right. When talking about restrictions on the free movement of persons, alternative
traveling possibilities should be examined. This includes local travel within the country,
increasing the demand for places to visit, and methods to attract more visitors. This
situation encompasses the right to the city. Manville et al. [26] noted that during this period,
citizenship was perceived as a powerful political and legal instrument that united the city
as a political community and allowed citizens to express the affairs of the city in exchange.
Calabi argued [27] that modern chronicles often describe urban squares and early
markets, or land and building uses, that are characterized by specific changes in function.
Veirier [28] explored the historical aspects of the city, noting how actions are limited when
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they focus only on buildings, without considering the inhabitants, networks, locations, and
interactions with its wider area.
Lefebvre [29] (p.179) argued that the “Right to the City” is the right to “urban life, to
renewed centrality, to places of encounter and exchange, to life rhythms and time uses,
enabling the full and complete usage of... moments and places.” The right to the city
includes areas such as: public space and transport; citizens’ rights to water; immigration
and urban renewal; financial aspects; globalization and the consolidation of major cities;
justice; spatial imagination; political aspects; and adaptation of urban squares to public
needs, landscape planning, and change. Purcell [30] explained Lefebvre’s [29] theory,
arguing that the right to the city would restructure the power relations which underlie
urban space, transferring control from the capital and the state to urban inhabitants. Purcell
argued: “with respect to the right to the city, avoiding the local trap means we must
move beyond a right to the city and think more in terms of a right to inhabit space” [31]
(p.103). Harvey [32,33] defined the right to the city as the individual’s freedom to use urban
resources (including space, services, and infrastructure) and the ability to exercise collective
power to reshape urbanization processes. Marcuse [34] argued that the right to the city
implies both the protest of marginalized groups (poor, homeless, or persecuted) and groups
that, while integrated into the existing system, fail to realize their full potential. The first
group includes excluded social groups and the low-paid working class. In the second group
of scholars, the representatives are alienated from the middle and upper classes, especially
young people and members of the intelligentsia, artists, and officials. The frustration of
both groups is that the city’s services and initiatives do not meet the expectations and
needs of these groups [35]. Shaw and Graham [36] discussed the concept of information
rights in the city, which is useful for understanding the power of an information monopoly
such as Google. The control of information monopolies, according to scientists, provides
an opportunity to restore and manage the urban space itself. Lima et al. [37], in discussing
the right to the city, noted the importance of regulating the use of urban property as a
key tool for urban development, taking into account the collective good, the well-being
of citizens, and sustainable development. According to Tavolari [38], the right to the city
brings together the most diverse social actors, and this is despite the fact that the concept
is given many meanings, namely, because of the ability to project so many meanings into
the same expression. The strength of the right to a city lies in the fact that the concept is
not limited by the academic community, public space, state, or international organizations.
The concept of the right to a city is much broader [38].
Zeybekoglu [39] investigated the relationship between the transformation of cities and
the right to the city. The researcher raised the challenges posed by modern urbanization,
such as social exclusion, poverty, and environmental degradation. The author discussed the
right to the city and its relationship to these global urban issues [39]. Thus, Lefebvre [29]
noted that the production of urban space also means “reproducing the social relations that
are bound up in it” [29] (p.39). For this reason, significantly more than planning is required
of the physical space; “it involves producing and reproducing all aspects of urban life” [32]
(p. 158). The right to the city involves two fundamental rights for urban inhabitants: the
right to oeuvre (participation) and the right to appropriation. The right to participation
asserts that inhabitants of the city must play a central role in all decisions contributing
to the production of urban life. The right to appropriation is the right to physical access,
presence, and use, and can be summarized as inhabitants’ physical existence in the urban
space [40].
Bertuzzi [41] highlighted the relationship between mega events and government
structures and the right to the city, given the importance gained by the city during the
years of mobilization. Siokas et al. [42] discussed the city right in an attempt to evaluate
and analyze the strategic actions of the Greek municipalities from an internal and external
perspective of a public authority. Results showed that most local authorities try to formulate
a coherent framework to efficiently utilize available resources and enhance the productivity
and quality of the services provided.
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The city right is closely related to modern and smart cities. According to Chourabi
et al. [43] and Neirotti et al. [44], most modern cities attempt to align their innovative
digital applications and various “smart” projects with a well-organized strategic policy and
roadmap with clear targets, objectives, and roles. Kim et al. [45] found the significance of
smart cities lies in not having technology itself but using technology with a novel approach
to solve urban problems, enhance the quality of life for urban residents, and optimize
government performance. Such an approach includes scientifically processing civic query
data (including complaints, suggestions, and inquiries) about a city and planning the city
such that its policies reflect its residents’ voices to ensure "throughput legitimacy."
According to Marcuse [34], the right to the city includes people who are unable to
meet their basic needs and exercise their fundamental rights; people who are excluded from
the system and exploited by others; and those who are rejected and oppressed because
of their social and cultural identity. The right to the city is not a set of individualistic,
individual rights to some of the listed provisions and amenities of the existing legal system,
but a collective and holistic right to say that that system would be better. Marcuse [34]
explained the concept of the city of Lefebvre [29] as the future of the city and the right
to the city. Contrary to the general understanding and interpretation of the city as an
existing location with a physical reality and materiality, the concept of the future city
implies an ideal urban society that implements “justice, democracy, full development of
human potential or opportunities, for all according to their needs, for all according to their
abilities, the recognition of human differences” [37] (p.193).
In summary, the Lefebvre [29] concept, applied decades ago, can be also adapted to
today’s cities, considering the latest urban trends and social transformations, the growing
urban population, and new technologies, population needs, and expectations. There is
no denying Lefebvre’s [29] conviction that decision-making processes in cities need to be
redesigned to involve the urban population more effectively in the decisions that shape
their environment and, at the same time, that the urban landscape is still relevant to
today’s cities.
2.3. Urban Transformation
When analyzing urban landscaping, it is important to discuss urban transformation.
There is a pressing need for alternative visions of urban life [46]. Additionally, it is important to mention that, in tourism studies, the interplay of tourism growth and urban
transformations can be considered as a field of research that has been widely neglected for a
long time and that has started to gain more importance only very recently [47]. In the living
age of urban transformation, in which changes are taking place at an extremely rapid pace
and no longer seem surprising, some of the problems facing cities today are unprecedented.
As noted by Roberts [48], urban transformation as an urban policy strategy can be described as “a comprehensive and integrated vision and action which seeks to resolve urban
problems and bring about a lasting improvement in the economic, physical, social, and
environmental condition of an area that has been subject to change or offers opportunities
for improvement”. Cohen [49] emphasized that urban transformation promotes economic
growth, reduces poverty, and promotes inclusive human development. Cities develop
and have the infrastructure needed to share knowledge and information. It should be
noted that urban dwellers are often younger, more highly educated, and, at the same time,
more demanding of various social services and entertainment. They are also more open to
innovation and interesting solutions, such as an artificial beach in the town square, even if
such a solution may stand out from the context of the urban landscape [50]. Alpopi and
Manole [51], as the main goals of urban transformation, emphasized the transformation
of public spaces, adapting to the needs of the population, the protection and renewal of
historic areas, the improvement of living conditions in residential areas, and modernization of urban infrastructure. Urban transformation also poses many challenges to human
development. It is estimated that nearly 40 percent of the world’s urban expansions can
take place in slums, which increases economic disparities and unsanitary conditions. In
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addition, poor urban infrastructure, such as unreliable electricity systems, congested roads
and poor public transport, inefficient ports, and inadequate schools, reduces the competitiveness and economic prospects of cities [41]. Davies and Brooks discussed symbolic
traditions and new material and their role in urban transformations [52]. Nofre et al. also
agreed that the socio-cultural production of ideologies can have an important impact
in urban transformation processes. Scientists are exploring the impact of urban night
tourism and studentification for urban transformations [53]. Jackson et al. [54] analyzed
how multi-sensory ethnography might influence and, at the same time, enrich urban transformation [54]. Balikci and Koylanm [55], meanwhile, explored the transformation of the
city using the concepts of evolutionary economics as a process driven by people’s desire to
move up the social hierarchy through “costly signaling” or noticeable consumption rather
than the desire to improve the functional quality of their housing [55].
People have been, and continue to be, attracted to cities by greater educational and
employment opportunities, especially in the industrial and service sectors. Grübler and
Fisk [56] noted that urban transformation is recognized as a positive force for economic
growth and poverty reduction, and for human development. According to researchers,
about 80 percent of the world’s gross domestic product (GDP) is generated in cities. However, depopulation in many cities in Western Europe, Canada, and New Zealand does
not appear to have had a negative impact on the quality of life of the population [57], the
modernization of public services, or the promotion of a new governance of cooperation by
strengthening the involvement of citizens and the local community [56].
In this article, we do not analyze in detail the means of resolving conflicts, but only
want to draw attention to their importance in decision making related to urban landscaping.
Nagenborg [58] suggested adapting a set of values that can be used in leadership and
conflict resolution. A set of values can help determine how these conflicts are ultimately
resolved, whether in terms of effectiveness, control, inclusion, or otherwise, in addition
to informing urban policy. Speaking about a set of values for conflict solving in decision
making, Bingham [59] emphasized the accessibility and predictability of the law, in addition
to the transparency and accountability of public authorities, compliance with the rule of
law, and the right to a fair trial.
When discussing urban transformation and its importance for urban landscaping, it
is expedient to analyze urban activism, which has a significant influence on landscape
formation. According to Domaradzka [60], the urban landscape is also influenced by the
mobilization of the city, which manifests itself in various ways, such as the involvement
of traditional civil society organizations, in addition to protest initiatives or political
movements for environmental and social justice. As Bitusíková [61] emphasized, urban
activism is now seen as an important area of urban governance processes and, at the same
time, as part of landscape formation, and activists increasingly participate in urban politics
and influence decision making through legal instruments and participatory practices.
Frantzeskaki et al. [62] noted that, due to the huge wave of urban growth throughout
history, more than half of the world’s population lives in cities, and urban issues have
become drivers of major policy and actors in civil society globally. Domaradzka [60]
highlighted the increased mobility of the population and the growing interest of citizens
in semi-public and public spaces focused on building new local or lifestyle communities.
Burbank et al. [63] noted that urban regimes correspond to broad private–public coalitions,
often involving actors from across the political spectrum. These usually arise in response to
a crisis or, more generally, to revitalize the image of a city while promoting specific interests.
According to Sassen [64], urban spaces are currently taking on a new meaning as venues
for local meetings and performances, and for supporting new social and political realities.
Keymolen and Voorwinden [64] also focused on the city as a political place. The researchers
analyzed how both the technologies and the ideas on which smart cities are built displace
trust and the rule of law as two important conditions for the city as a thriving political
community. The authors also argued that current civic engagement in urban projects is not
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enough to create and contribute to a true political community and suggested evaluating
active citizenship in the context of a smart city and urban landscaping [65].
Terkenli [66] argued that understanding and intervening in the landscape is based on
human interrelationships and connections with our environment, taking into account the
cultural context of the landscape, local features, and not necessarily respecting relevant
Western conditions. Skaloš and Kašparová [67] also noted that the landscape has an
indisputable cultural and historical value, although it does not contain any special natural
or cultural objects, because it reflects the long-term relationship between people and the
place in which they spent their entire lives. Researchers use the term “landscape memory”,
which in the opinion of the authors is strictly purposeful and quite metaphorical. A large
part of the memory of the landscape consists of built-up areas and communications [67].
Another important factor that affects landscape formation is the freedom of the landscape,
which can help draw attention to problematic associations of autonomy and limitation [68].
When discussing urban transformation and its importance for urban landscaping, it should
be emphasized that the landscape interfaces with nostalgia. According to Adie et al. [69],
nostalgia has been noted as being particularly heightened in times of change [70], wherein
nostalgia is, in and of itself, an expression of loss [71]. Lowenthal [72] linked the origins
of nostalgia with attachment to scenes from his childhood homeland and saw nostalgia
as an exaggerated love for the past and a sense of the future. According to Lowenthal,
nostalgia can help to feel a deeper connection with the past, and people’s associations
and memories are important for shaping the landscape [72]. Nostalgia is regarded as an
intrinsic motivation, which drives tourists to seek a past experience [73]. Various urban
transformations (although temporary as under the object of the article research) can be
used for searching for such kinds of experiences.
In summary, the limitations of the right to travel during the outbreak of COVID-19,
when searching for alternative traveling possibilities, become apparent through the right
to the city and urban transformation. After discussing the theoretical aspects, such as the
right to the city and the effect of urban transformation on the urban landscape, we present
the empirical research of the experiences of the changing landscape in Lukiškės Square,
Vilnius, which was transformed into the temporary Vilnius Pop-up Beach.
3. Materials and Methods
Thematic analysis was selected for the empirical research. According to Clarke and
Braun [74–76], thematic analysis, as a foundational method for qualitative analysis, is
flexible, and it is not limited to any particular theory or system. This allows it to reveal
the experiences of the changing landscape of the transformation of Lukiškės Square into
the temporary Vilnius Pop-up Beach. Clarke and Braun [76] viewed thematic analysis
as theoretically flexible and suited to a wide range of research interests and theoretical
perspectives, and useful as a “basic” method, because it works with a wide range of
research questions, from those about people’s experiences or understandings, to those
about the representation and construction of particular phenomena in particular contexts.
Braun and Clarke [74] pointed out that, since the publication of their original article in
2006, “thematic analysis has gained hugely in popularity, and entered the “canon” as a
recognizable and reputable method of qualitative analysis, evidenced by its inclusion in
volumes such as this”.
The flexibility of thematic analysis, as Braun et al. [75] noted, means that it can be
used with a wide range of different research designs and data collection methods and
that it has no “ideal” data type. Data for the thematic analysis of the current study were
selected from public reactions and feedback found in official media pages and other media
sources [77–81], altogether including in the analysis 481 public opinions and feedback
responses (the names of participants, whose reactions (public opinions and feedback) were
used as empirical data, were renamed, using combinations of capital letters and numbers,
for example, F3 or E5, etc.). Analyzed data from media sources opened up the view of
various public opinions and feedback responses, belonging to various groups, such as:
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robotic repetition, without thought and deliberation, and without conscious choices, action,
and thinking [74]. Analysis here was not viewed as a linear model; rather, analysis was
viewed as a recursive process. Thus, after presenting the research setting, the results of
thematic analysis, the main themes, and subthemes are presented in the Results section.
4. Research Setting
As previously mentioned, the setting for this research into the experiences of a changing landscape is the temporary transformation of Lukiškės Square, Vilnius, into the Vilnius
Pop-up Beach (Figure 2). The debates about the usage of Lukiškės Square have been
very active at times, especially during the last 30 years of Independent Lithuania. With
the intensification of the surrounding settlement, the trapezoidal shape of the space was
evident, buildings of substantial architectural style emerged, and the functionality of the
space changed: broad suburban fields, used as a market place, gradually decreased, and
the planting of trees in lines as a space perimeter resulted in the appearance of representativeness [12]. During the Tsarist occupation of Russia, the space was even used for
the demonstration during the 1863 rebellious execution. Polish military parades were
conducted there, and in the Soviet era, the area was turned into an ideological square in
front of the KGB palace (Committee of State Security) in which a Lenin monument was
built. Following the restoration of Lithuania’s independence, dismantling of the statue
symbolized the final victory of freedom [12]. It appeared that the debate about Lukiškės
Square had ended and that the new image should be universally accepted [15]. Thus,
the main objective and challenge here is to reflect the expectations of all social groups
in a huge public space [14]. There is a long history related to the establishment of the
new public monument of Lukiškės Square [12]. It is important to notice that in Lithuania,
there are, named as representative squares, the main or largest squares in the central
cities or squares which are declared as such authorities. For example, the resolution of
11-02-1999 No. VIII-1070 “Regarding Lukiškės in the state capital Parliament (Seimas) has
decided: 1. Lukiškės Square in Vilnius is being formed as the main one representative
state square of Lithuania with freedom fighting memorial accents. 2. Lukiškės Square in
Vilnius, as historically formed integrated urban space must perform state representative
and at the same time social function" [82]. Design decisions must cover and reconcile two
functions—to incorporate the building at Gedimino ave. 40 and Auku˛ street and evaluate
the Pamėnkalnio perspective of urban solutions [82]. Even though most civic and political
communities, as well as the public, welcomed this timely and highly symbolic step, the
development of the square as a public space was slow and largely ineffective [83]. Thus,
the competitions for Lukiškės Square were associated with many meaningless discussions
and disputes, as well as angry and categorical speeches, which ended without satisfactory
results [83]. Thus, the representative squares, as well as the monuments, have become the
subject of political debate and political disagreement [84]. The squares havingideological
accents (monuments), in many cases, are difficult to reconcile in real life, not in declarations
or resolutions of parliament, demonstrating their multifunctional purpose [85].
It is important to note that the first wave of quarantine in the country, which was
introduced in Lithuania in mid-March, was lifted on 17 June, but some summertime
restrictions remained. Use of face masks in public after 17 June was not mandatory, but
masks still had to be worn in shops, public transportation, museums, and other public
indoor spaces. By the end of June, outdoor events could be limited to 700 people, and later
to 1000 people. There were no more than 150 and 200 people at the indoor events after
1 July. Restrictions on international travel also remained [86].
Thus, the so-called open beach was opened in Lukiškės Square in June. The so-called
beach was made up of 300 cubic meters of sand. The city authorities called this beach a gift
to citizens and guests of the city instead of lost vacation due to the coronavirus [86]. On
June 23 2020, the city mayor of Vilnius opened the temporary Vilnius Pop-up Beach and
noted “If people of Vilnius cannot go to the sea, then the sea will come to Vilnius". Thus,
Lukiškės Square, the largest square in the city, was turned into an “Open Beach” (Figure 2).
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According to Linden, architect Čaikauskas [88] noted that, although the water near
positioned
in
the
city
center,
including
sunbeds,
sand,
and
a
changing cabin, has been
the sand gushes only from stationary fountains, the stormy sea of texts and opinions
subject
significant
politicians,
architects.
thatofspilled
into thediscussion
public spaceamong
testifiesthe
thatpublic,
the development
hadand
a significant
effect.
According
Linden, architect
Čaikauskas
[88] noted
that,
although
the awater n
Both the StatetoCommission
for Cultural
Heritage, whose
members
consider
that such
beachgushes
is incompatible
withstationary
the historical
and memorial
significance
location,
and
the sand
only from
fountains,
the stormy
seaofofthe
texts
and opinions
th
the State Commission for the Lithuanian Language (VLKK), which was struck by foreign
spilled into the public space testifies that the development had a significant effect. Bo
inscriptions on the beach, expressed their opinion. The head of VLKK called the beach
the State
Commission
Heritage,
memberslanguage"
considerdue
that
in Lukišk
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adopted by the Seimas, was also signed by the President of the Republic of Lithuania. The
Lithuanian parliament, Seimas, subsequently passed a law, designating the square as a
site of commemoration of the fighters for the country’s independence and outlawing any
activities that offended “good morals”. However, Vilnius authorities—who argued that the
law violated the city’s self-governance—left the beach in place until the end of summer, as
planned [89].
Dismantling works on the Vilnius Pop-up Beach began on the first days of September, when the 300 cubic meters of sand, that covered 1660 square meters of the square,
were transported to river and lake beaches in Vilnius [89]. Furthermore, Lukiškės Square
regained its former landscape view. Therefore, it seems important to study the public perceptions that emerged during this temporary transformation of Lukiškės Square
more deeply.
Therefore, as it was mentioned, seeking to reveal the experiences of the changing
landscape of the transformation of Lukiškės Square into the temporary Vilnius Pop-up
Beach, a qualitative approach and thematic analysis were selected for the study. Thus,
the results of thematic analysis, the main themes, and subthemes are presented in the
next section.
5. Results
The thematic analysis of public opinion in the media, and public reactions and feedback about the Vilnius Pop-up Beach resulted in the identification of several themes: "Nostalgia for heroic landscape", "Changing memory landscape", and "Enjoying the landscape
of freedom".
The first theme, "Nostalgia for heroic landscape", connects the following subthemes:
"Experiencing the heroic memory", "Experiencing the loss of heroic memory", and "Intersection of contradictory experiences".
The subtheme "Experiencing the historic memory" presents the idea of the clarity of
the understanding of the historical landscape: "Some commentators understand neither
the purpose of the square nor the meaning of the characters. After all, elementary decency
and common sense. Maybe enough to argue? It was complete nonsense to transport sand
to the square; in the historic square to hold all kinds of experiments at the place and point.
Where have you grown up, in what families if you don’t understand the essentials?" (F9).
The subtheme "Experiencing the loss of heroic memory" opens up the discussion about
the importance of bringing back the memory: "Carefully I would go to that square in
your place - it brings back the memory. If you have forgotten sins or experiences that you
have already been lucky enough to forget, you better not go there!" (F7). This subtheme
also deepens the understanding about the importance of responsibility: "Good order in
our country that no one is responsible for the stupidity in the most honorable place of
the capital. There is no need to cry every day about past events, but history needs to be
known and respected" (F3). The discussion here reveals various layers, even the sarcastic
questioning: "Surprisingly, I was always sure that we remember the struggles for freedom
and the suffering of the people throughout the territory of Lithuania. A demonic place is
a beach, maybe you should think about closing all the beaches because we lose memory
when we go there?!" (F8). The subtheme "Intersection of contradictory experiences" points
to a difficult intersection with controversial landscaping: "It didn’t fit in that stretch to
that board with partisan relics. Look across the street at the monument to the victims of
Stalinism, already stretching across the street. Same as having a funeral in one room, a
wedding in another. After all, there are other places for beach fun" (E5).
The second theme “Changing memory landscape” is presented through these subthemes: “Doubting the semantic meaning” and "Not anymore just a memorial square”.
Since the beach is normally understood as a fun place near the water, the subtheme “Doubting the semantic meaning” indicates the public’s attention and its reflections about a beach
“as a place to have fun is a great idea. But by the river, where the water, greenery. After
transporting a ton of sand to the square, Vilnius mayor first of all ignores the elementary
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established directions of the functional flows of Lukiškės Square and accesses, a certain system of semantic communication of the area” [78]. Another reflection discusses a different
semantic meaning, presented as another sarcastic expression: "we enriched the language:
there is an electrical installation, the building installation is another installation, there was
also the installation of additional sand, and bringing and pouring sand is an event, and I
thought it would work. Significant. Everyone realized that this is a high-end beach. And
without thinking about hygiene, plunged into pleasures" (F2). The subtheme "Not anymore
just a memorial square" reveals the understanding of the changing meaning of the square:
"Leave the main Vilnius market square alone! It was no longer a memorial square—it was
only when Lenin was standing. The square and the park are dedicated to all the town’s
people and their guests, which was perfectly arranged during the years of mayor and his
team. Determining the purpose, memorials and accents of one square by law violates the
simplest principles of legislation, so no matter what city or square it is" (E6). Thus, the
subthemes “Doubting the semantic meaning” and "Not anymore just a memorial square"
show the variety of meanings of the changing memory of the landscape.
The third theme, “Enjoying the landscape of freedom”, is presented through subthemes such as "Happy support", "Happy cities", "Happy landscaping", and "Freedom
as happiness". The subtheme "Happy support" presents the positive side of the Pop-up
Beach: “Probably for the first time in 30 years of Lithuania’s independence, when I support
public notes in English. Fountains, half-naked EU/NATO citizens and English words
right in front of the former KGB building are the best thing that could have happened to
this square. I belong to a generation that still managed to see a sculpture of Lenin in this
place. Since then, the square has changed beyond recognition. To the good side" (E1). The
subtheme "Happy cities" shows the examples of other countries’ experiences about the
use of the city landscape: "Berlin did the same in one of the main squares this year, and
even the bar was selling alcohol. For some reason no one was crying there, people were
happy to have a place to relax in the city center" (F4). The subtheme "Happy landscaping"
describes the positive energy of the beach idea: "I lost sight of that beach rush and still
didn’t really understand what that beach got into. I didn’t interfere with what’s getting
stuck, but getting stuck. I realized that some people lack monuments and monuments in
Vilnius, others stand in the way that the navel is bare, as if there were no of them, and in
such weather. I realized that there are outrageous non-Lithuanian notes. I read that it’s
bad that the square is full, and big events can’t yet take place legally. But I didn’t find it as
bad as the beach. Maybe what did I miss?” (E2). The subtheme "Freedom as happiness"
represents the understanding of the changing meaning of the memory of the landscape
and freedom: "The fact that this beach is located in this place is an association, at least for
me and many, that we can finally enjoy our freedom. Because there was a lot in this place,
there were demonstrations of both totalitarian regimes, there were really attempts to do
bad things, but today we see happy people and we can celebrate that we are winners in the
struggle for our freedom" (E3).
The thematic analysis of the public opinion in media and public reactions to the
Vilnius Pop-up Beach led to a discussion of the themes: "Nostalgia for heroic landscape",
"Changing memory landscape", and "Enjoying the landscape of freedom", thus showing the controversy of the changing city landscape. This is discussed more fully in the
following section.
6. Discussion
According to Jasiński [5], the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic and the associated
changes in the functioning of the community and cities have necessitated a new approach.
It is also necessary to make redesigns in the public space from a security point of view,
given the many costs involved in antivirus restrictions. A city is a creation, as Jasiński [5]
noted, and the space is constantly transforming, adapting to different economic conditions
and meeting various social needs. According to Butkus [90], the mutation of the city has
a form and the birth of the city is an event. Rubavičius [91] noted that the guidelines for

Land 2021, 10, 32

13 of 18

urban identity and redevelopment are determined by the accumulated symbolic capital.
Thus, as architect Grunskis [92] noted, the concept of urban public space is now clearly
fixed and defined. However, society’s expectations of public spaces and their different
types are changing, and this is happening much more intensively. Grunskis [93] argued that
town communities should participate in the process of the formation of town public spaces.
Thus, the discussion about the experiences of the city landscape is presented via discussion
of the themes of the empirical study: "Nostalgia for heroic landscape", "Changing memory
landscape", and "Enjoying the landscape of freedom".
6.1. Nostalgia for Heroic Landscape
Nostalgia for heroic landscape: Butkus [94] noted that several cultural layers are
now “rewritten” on top of a new, unidentifiable cultural layer, “nostalgic historicism”.
Thus, thematic analysis of Vilnius Pop-up Beach experiences shows the importance of
“nostalgic historicism” with the theme "Nostalgia for heroic landscape". Nostalgia naturally
involves as a comparison between past and present circumstances [95]. As a process of
remembering that is overtly, and often unashamedly, emotional, as Smith et al. [96] noted,
nostalgia is an important phenomenon in understanding how the past is both brought to
bear on the present and on the development of social and political agendas for the future.
Moreover, Palmberger [97] argued that the memories around an idealized past can become
powerful tales put forward in support of a shared future and in concrete cross-border
interactions to establish common ground. Furthermore, the nostalgic experience may
embrace a conflicting emotional state [98]. According to Gupta et al. [99], emplaced within
histories and geographies of neighborhood change, nostalgia creates “affective landscapes”
through which residents invoke their closeness to past landscapes of abundance and
involvement in community making.
6.2. Changing Memory Landscape
It should be noted that the essential theory formed by Lefebvre [29] in 1968 and
the theme "Changing memory landscape" are connected. The Lefebvre theory [29] is the
basis and can be further developed in this context by incorporating more recent trends of
globalization and urban development, such as landscape change and formation, changing
the purpose of urban squares, and adapting them to current tourists and local population
needs. In discussion of the changes in the formation of the urban landscape, we can ask
whether we can think of the right to the city as a solution to the problems in the urban space
arising from urban regeneration projects and the abstract space’s hegemony on the social
space? Suggested in 1967 by Henri Lefebvre [29], the idea of the right to the city places
emphasis on the “need to restructure the power relations that underlie the production of
urban space, fundamentally shifting control away from capital and the state and toward
urban inhabitants” [29] (p. 26).
6.3. Enjoying the Landscape of Freedom
The right to a city is based on the protection and strengthening of the rights of all
residents, especially the poor, ethnic–religious–cultural minorities, refugees, immigrants,
nomads, people with disabilities and those at risk of health, and perpetrators of violence,
as well as the vulnerable, such as the elderly, women, and children [100]. According to
Cohen [49], the city is a place where entrepreneurship and technological innovation can
flourish because the city has a well-educated workforce and a concentration of business.
Thus, the third theme from the empirical analysis, "Enjoying the landscape of freedom",
can be connected here. With regard to restricted freedom to travel in the context of urban
landscaping, we share Marcuse’s [34] view that the right to the city must include people
who are unable to meet their basic needs and exercise their fundamental rights, people
who are excluded from the system and exploited by others, and those who are rejected and
oppressed because of their social and cultural identity [34].
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Thematic analysis of public opinion in media public reactions about the Vilnius Popup Beach provoked the discussion themes: "Nostalgia for heroic landscape", "Changing
memory landscape", and "Enjoying the landscape of freedom", which were revealed as a
part of a conflicted debate. Thus, when we talk about key decisions related to the right to a
city in the context of urban landscaping, it should be emphasized that these decisions need
to be made in an urban environment, and adaptation of urban spaces and squares for the
needs of society is represented by the term “conflict” [101]. It should be noted that, in this
context, conflict therefore does not have a negative undertone, nor does it imply physical
violence. This term aims to highlight and, at the same time, strengthen the process of
political life in the city, when different interests have to allocate limited resources and space
to create a common environment [101]. According to Čaikauskas [88], the current situation
thirty years after the restoration of freedom and the independence of Lithuania shows that
the society is still maturing. Differences in individual values are far from disappearing
and may possibly be reignited. It must be realized that the meaning of symbols is an
important part of the influence of the subconscious; symbols cannot be treated as mere
formal objects that can be interpreted subjectively, according to someone’s individual will,
under the guise of slogans of artistic freedom of expression. Furthermore, nostalgia should
be respected, thus linking the origins of Lowenthal’s [72] view as the attachment to scenes
from his childhood homeland to nostalgia seen as an exaggerated love for the past and a
sense of the future.
Thus, the thematic analysis of public opinion about the Vilnius Pop-up Beach revealed
the themes "Nostalgia for heroic landscape", "Changing memory landscape", and "Enjoying
the landscape of freedom" and opened up a broader and deeper understanding of public
perceptions on city landscaping during the outbreak of COVID-19. The analysis of this
particular case revealed the universal travel perceptions and allowed experiencing traveling
during the outbreak of COVID-19 as an alternative travel possibility. At the same time,
public opinion and reactions, expressed when writing feedback about the controversy of
the Pop-up Beach, thus engaging in the public discussion, allowed the development of
unforeseen virtual travel experiences, even not traveling, just reflecting. According to
Heatherington et al. [102], “the telling of alternative, and sometimes unforeseen, narratives,
can contribute to an understanding of how the past has shaped the present and how both
might in turn shape a future”.
However, the study was also faced with limitations. Due to the flexibility of thematic
analysis, allowing for it to be used with a wide range of different research designs and
data collection methods and for it to have no “ideal” data type, the data for the current
study were selected from public reactions and feedback found in official media pages and
other media sources. Due to the chosen type of data, the authors might not have been able
to uncover other important layers of the studied phenomena. Thus, in future research,
including various other data sources such as interviews, observations, and focus group
discussions would allow exploring new meanings and developing new insights.
7. Concluding Insights
The article revealed the understanding of public perceptions on city landscaping
during the outbreak of COVID-19. The theoretical aspects: the right to travel and COVID19, right to the city and transformation, and urban transformation, and also the empirical
study of the experiences of the Vilnius Pop-up Beach, Lithuania, as a temporary urban
transformation, showed the interaction of public perceptions on city landscaping. The
theoretical background disclosed the limitations of the right to travel during the outbreak of
COVID-19, when searching for alternative traveling possibilities, which become apparent
through the right to the city and urban transformation. Therefore, the empirical study
and thematic analysis on public perceptions about the Vilnius Pop-up Beach identified the
themes: “Nostalgia for heroic landscape”, “Changing memory landscape”, and “Enjoying
the landscape of freedom”, thus revealing the controversy surrounding the changing
city landscape. Therefore, theoretical and empirical insights showed that the various
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experiences (such as: nostalgia, changing memory, freedom, and joy) and phenomena
(such as: urban transformation and the outbreak of COVID-19, alternative traveling) should
be seen as the transformative practices of city landscaping. Additionally, it is important
to point out that public perceptions should be heard and respected when considering
the unique landscape of the past, present, and future and its impact on city memories.
The results of this research highlight the importance for future sustainable landscape
development to pay attention to the uncovered experiences expressed in public opinions.
Thus, possible directions for future research should include more in-depth explorations on
alternative travel experiences, looking for possible uncovered, unforeseen, sensitive, and
meaningful travel experiences, which emerged during the outbreak of COVID-19.
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Grigaliūnaitė, V. Lukiškiu˛ aikšt˛e iš Vilniaus ketinama atimti ˛istatymu, R.Šimašius tai vadina noru nubausti Vilniu˛. 15 min.
2020. Available online: https://www.15min.lt/naujiena/aktualu/lietuva/lukiskiu-aikste-is-vilniaus-ketinama-atimti-istatymuregistruotos-tai-lemsiancios-pataisos-56-1380388?comments&copied (accessed on 2 September 2020).
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