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Abstract: In this paper, an intelligent weather conditions fuzzy adjustment based on spatial features
(IWeCASF) is developed. It is indispensable for our regional soil moisture estimation approach,
complementing a point estimation model of soil moisture from the literature. The point estimation
model requires the weather conditions at the point where an estimate is made. Therefore, IWeCASF’s
aim is to determine these weather conditions. The procedure begins measuring them at only one
checkpoint, called the primary checkpoint. The model determines the weather conditions anywhere
within a region through image processing algorithms and fuzzy inference systems. The results are
compared with the measurement records and with a spatial interpolation method. The performance
is similar to or better than interpolation, especially in the rain, where the model developed is more
accurate due to the certainty of replication. Additionally, IWeCASF does not require more than one
measurement point. Therefore, it is a more appropriate approach to complement the point estimation
model for enabling a regional soil moisture estimation.

Keywords: computer-based model; adjustment of weather conditions; landscape analysis; fuzzy
adjustment; soil moisture estimation; image processing
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1. Introduction

Automatic irrigation systems decrease water consumption [1,2]. In these systems, soil
moisture is generally obtained using interconnected measuring instruments to determine
the water supply. Some works have developed low-cost sensor networks to monitor agro-
nomic and environmental variables; for example, in [3]. Nonetheless, the implementation
complexity and maintenance of a measuring sensor network increase the cost of automatic
irrigation systems, which can be an issue, especially in small farms [4,5]. An alternative
for reducing the physical complexity of measuring networks is estimating soil moisture
instead of measuring in situ [6,7]. In many applications, combining measurements and
estimates is frequent [8-10]. In this sense, hybrid systems (measurements and estimations)
can be an alternative for reducing the physical complexity of measurement networks to
estimate soil moisture instead of measuring it in all relevant points.

Some soil moisture estimation developments are hydrological models [11-15]. Like-
wise, soil water balance calculations [16-18], remote sensing using microwaves [19], artifi-
cial neural networks (ANNSs) [20-26], and supported vector machines (SVMs) [27-30] have
several advantages. All these models present an accurate estimate of soil moisture but have
limitations for implementation in small farms. The input data acquisition for hydrological
models is complicated, as are the assumptions made to develop the model. Soil water
balance calculations require regular recalibration. In remote sensing, microwave sensors’
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implementation on satellites and the resolution scale (~25 to 50 km) are the problem. ANN
and SVM training stages require many tests and a large sample data set to estimate soil
moisture accurately.

Remote sensing techniques (RSs) have several advantages for evaluating soil proper-
ties and moisture, including large-scale coverage, a non-destructive nature, monitoring,
multispectral capabilities, and rapid data acquisition. The specific context and objective
of the soil measurements can determine the most suitable RS technique [31]. Other works
address the potential of utilizing remotely sensed vegetation and soil moisture observations;
likewise, they integrate remote sensing data sets to constrain the uncertainty of irrigation
modeling [32]. Several RS options are available to the agricultural community. However,
the farm sector has yet to fully implement RS technologies due to knowledge gaps in their
sufficiency, appropriateness, and techno-economic feasibility [33]. However, RS assists the
adaptive evolution of farm practices to face this significant challenge by providing periodic
information on crops throughout the season at distinct scales [34].

Another estimation approach to soil moisture is the fuzzy estimation approach based
on decision making (FEADM) developed in [35] and called the point estimation model in
this paper. The estimate is derived from modeling the interactions among soil moisture,
weather conditions, crop, and soil. As shown in [35], the point estimation model uses a small
number of measurement sensors and reduces the necessary calibration tests. However, the
point estimation model estimates soil moisture only at one checkpoint (point estimate); if a
regional estimation (set of point estimates) is pretended, this model needs to be executed at
each checkpoint of the region. The point estimation model alone is not appropriate for a
regional estimation because it requires the weather conditions where a point estimate is
made. Measuring weather conditions at each checkpoint could be more complicated than
deploying a network of soil moisture measuring sensors.

This paper aims to develop a computer model that helps the point estimation model
avoid the issues related to the acquisition of weather conditions, as mentioned above. The
model developed herein is the intelligent weather conditions adjustment based on spatial
features (IWeCASF), called the adjustment model throughout this paper. The adjustment
model is not a soil moisture estimation approach but can be part of a regional estimation
model described in Section 2.

Some weather conditions can be considered similar within a region [22]. Fuzzy logic
models for soil moisture content have been used for estimation, and they can contribute to
diverse engineering applications such as plantation, crops production, and irrigation [36].
However, variations are caused by landscape features, the year’s season, and interactions
among weather conditions. The adjustment model adapts the weather conditions measured
at a primary checkpoint, considering the various factors that affect weather conditions at
the other checkpoints. The purpose of the adjustment model (IWeCASF) is to determine
the weather conditions at every region’s checkpoint.

The adjustment model performs an automatic and portable extraction of the land-
scape features from satellite imagery. Then, fuzzy adjustments of weather conditions
are conducted based on the interactions of landscape features, checkpoint location, and
weather conditions measured at the primary checkpoint. Also, a certainty index of weather
condition replication is introduced to contemplate the year’s season’s effects. The result
is an adjustment factor for each checkpoint derived from the steady elements (landscape
features) and variable elements (season of the year and weather conditions interactions).

This paper is presented in six sections. Section 2 describes the importance of the
adjustment model in a regional estimation based on the point estimation model [35], which
was developed for our research team. In Section 3, the adjustment model is developed.
Section 4 presents the results and discussion of the weather condition adjustment under
several tests. Finally, Section 5 contains the conclusions.
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2. The Adjustment Model as Part of a Regional Estimation Based on Point Estimates

A regional estimation based on the point estimation model can be achieved when a
point estimate is made at every region’s checkpoint. In this way, the issues of a sensor
network derived from measuring soil moisture at all points can be discarded. As mentioned
in the previous section, the point estimation model alone is not appropriate for performing
a regional estimation; it requires a complementary model.

Figure 1 depicts an illustrative irrigation region, a checkpoint set, and the regional
estimation. A point estimate is intended at each checkpoint of the set. The regional
estimation operation based on the point estimation model (FEADM) [35] is the following:
first, weather conditions C? (inputs) are measured at the primary checkpoint (P°). Then, an
adjustment model (fX (C?)) determines weather conditions at every checkpoint (P"=12-14),
Finally, the point estimation model uses the weather conditions from the adjustment model
(fR(CY)) and the land features of the checkpoint to perform a point estimate of soil moisture.
The set of point estimates would be the regional estimate. This regional estimation is based
on the interactions of soil moisture and environmental conditions (landscape features and
weather conditions); consequently, it is intended to be used only in open-sky agriculture.
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MOISTURE REGIONAL ESTIMATION
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Figure 1. Operation of a soil moisture regional estimation based on the point estimation model [35].
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The adjustment model fX (C?) can be developed using some methods from the liter-
ature, such as inverse distance weighting (IDW) [37,38], kriging, and co-kriging [39,40].
These spatial interpolation methods are widely used to estimate weather conditions in large
areas. However, they show limitations when utilized in a regional estimation as proposed
in this section because spatial interpolation models use a network of measurement points:
rainfall is not remarkably homogenous in a region; thus, basing its interpolation value only
on spatial measurements or statistical records can be misleading.

Unlike spatial interpolation methods, the adjustment model developed herein does
not require deploying a sensor network and considers rainfall inconsistencies. Therefore,
in a regional estimation, as proposed, this model is more suitable for utilization as the
adjustment function fX(C?) (adjustment model). The regional estimation scheme based
on the point estimation and the adjustment model is presented in Figure 2. In this paper,
no soil moisture estimate is made: a point estimate is already given and probed in [35];
the regional estimation, as well as factors such as problems derived from overirrigation,
salinity water, or animal habitats, is not presented due to extension constraints. Only the
adjustment model (weather conditions adjusted) is developed and tested in this paper.

ADJUSTMENT & ESTIMATION ;

INPUTS - OUTPUTS
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Figure 2. Scheme of a soil moisture regional estimation based on point estimates.

3. Materials and Methods

The adjustment model performs three main automatic tasks: landscape feature extrac-
tion, selection of particular landscape features, and adjustment of the weather conditions at
every region’s checkpoint.

Figure 3 presents the adjustment model overview. The inputs processed are geographic
data such as satellite imagery, soil and crop features (M!=1?T), checkpoint location
(Pr=01-R) "and measurements of the weather conditions (CzQ=1,2,...,I)' Then, landscape
matrices (F'=1%L) are extracted from the satellite imagery in the subzone definition.

Afterwards, particular features (' (F I M, P")), i.e., the checkpoint’s features (grass-
lands, tree-covered areas, buildings areas, elevation, spatial configuration, soil type, crop
type, and crop stage), are selected in subzone features selection. Particular features are
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utilized in the fuzzy adjustment to achieve the weather conditions adjusted (Ca}). A set
of integrated sensor suite was installed at several checkpoints to compare the weather
conditions adjusted (Caj}) with weather conditions measured Cmj and weather conditions
interpolated (CI}) derived from IDW, a model from the literature. This comparison is
performed only during the design stage to validate the results, and it is not necessary for
the adjustment model operation.
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INPUTS WEATHER CONDITIONS AT CHECKPOINTS P"=%2--R re12. R
(SECTION 3.1) ' AT PT=12.
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Figure 3. Work overview.

3.1. Inputs
3.1.1. Satellite Imagery

The satellite imagery was acquired using the USGS National Map Viewer, downloaded
from Landsat in March 2017. It is processed using the QGIS [41]. The scale is 1:10,000.
The region used to develop the adjustment model corresponds to a basin that stretches
for almost 2 km. There are buildings, roads, grassy areas, and tree-covered areas. The
landscape characteristics of this region are more complex than those of purely agricultural
lands. A more complex region such as the one utilized allows for testing the adjustment
model with different landscape features under controlled conditions.

Each satellite image is divided into S sectors, giving a result of pairwise sectors
(s(x,y)),wherex =1,2,...,X, y=1,2,...,Y, X is the image width divided into S sectors,
and Y is the image height divided into S sectors. A sector s(x,y) is a small area of the
region; its size is defined by the maximum extent to which, in all sectors, one landscape
feature prevails. Preliminary tests were conducted to obtain an appropriate size and
resolution of the image; these tests avoid uncertainties in the feature selection stage and
error propagation. For instance, the satellite image of the region is shown in Figure 4. The
size of each sector is 40 x 40 m; the image is divided into S = 2150 sectors. The image
resolution is 1450 x 1247 pixels, i.e., one pixel represents approximately 1.8 m?.



Mathematics 2024, 12, 152

6 of 33

1
i My

1
myy

‘ml,
H 1
mx,3

.
.
.
1

i My 18
1

i My 9
1

My 20
.

v ©

o ™M

oo Lot ety
g E

S

1
m Y

mg,y

CHECKPOINT

S
-
£
L R i
ﬁ';_’_n PRIMARY CHECKPOINT i
" P® = (x0,¥0)
D Pr = (xrv.Yr) ’

1
myyy

myay

1
mys,y

mj, .y,

"1;3.\' i

misy

mizy| | |

M3y

VALUES OF

ELEMENTS T} 5,

‘ O my, =1

Tl mi,=1

Misy

m%z'y

B mi, =1

N e § SoIL MOISTURE
i ESTIMATION REGION i

O mi,=o0

Figure 4. Feature matrix M!(soil type) of the region of interest.

3.1.2. Soil and Crop Features

The soil and crop features are geographic data (soil type, crop type, and crop stage).
Soil and crop features are not entirely related to the weather conditions adjustment; how-
ever, the adjustment model processes them to the point estimation model in which soil and
crop features are wholly utilized. Soil and crop features are defined and classified according
to the point estimation model [35]. Other soil parameters involved in soil moisture esti-
mation, such as the vertical distribution of water and the root depths, are not considered
in soil and crop features because these parameters are determined internally in the point
estimation model.

Two databases compound soil and crop features. The first contains geo-information
of the region divided into zones according to field capacity and available water content.
These properties define the soil type because they are highly interrelated, e.g., when soil
moisture exceeds field capacity, it drains through lower soil levels due to reduced available
water content [42]. Table 1 shows the soil type classification.



Mathematics 2024, 12, 152 7 of 33
Table 1. Soil texture, field capacity, and available water content.
Type Field Capacity (FC) (m3/m?) Available Water Content (AWC) (m3/m?)
I FC <021 AWC <0.08
1I 021 < FC <0.44 0.08 < AWC <0.21
I 0.44 < FC 0.21 < AWC

The second database is geo-information of crop properties such as crop type or devel-
opment stage. Depending on crop type and stage, the crop can withstand different soil
moisture levels [43]. Specific crops, such as rice, require a high water supply; meanwhile,
other crops such as beans can grow under a lower water supply. In addition, the crop can
be more sensitive to water during flowering or grain-filling stages. The crop types and
stages are defined according to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Indicative
Crop Classification (ICC) of the agricultural consensus [44].

Both geographic databases are used to develop the feature matrices M'=12T where
T is the total of features (soil type, crop type, and crop stage). The feature matrices
M!=12-T are the following:

M!=1 contains soil type data.

e  M!=2 contains crop type data.
e M3 contains crop stage data.

Feature matrices are the same size (X X Y) as satellite image matrices. Each element
m;y of the feature matrices represents the feature t at the sector s(x,y), e.g., element

mﬁjo = 100, I denotes that, at sector s(x = 10,y = 10), there are 100 pixels of soil type I as
defined in Table 1.

For example, the feature matrix M! (soil type data) used in all tests performed is
shown in Figure 4. According to the number of sectors in the region, the size of the feature
matrices is X = 43 and Y = 50. In Figure 4, all the elements (m}cly) of soil type matrix

(MY are type I1 (m,l(y = II). The databases used for determining feature matrices of this
region are well defined due to previous academic work. The region shown in Figure 4 is
not farmland; therefore, the crop type matrix (M?) only refers to the type of vegetation that
prevails in each sector of the region.

3.1.3. Checkpoint Location

The location (x;, y;) of every checkpoint (P"=12-R) is used to identify the particular
features of the sector where the checkpoint is located. The locations of the checkpoints
shown in the region depicted in Figure 4 are included in Appendix A. During the model
design stage, the next conditions define the checkpoint set: each landscape feature must
predominate in at least one checkpoint, and checkpoints must allow for testing of the
adjustment model at different lengths from the primary checkpoint P?. During this model’s
operation stage, every sector of the region is intended to be a checkpoint.

3.1.4. Weather Conditions Measured

The weather conditions measured (C?

i=1,2,...,
variables measured at the primary checkpoint (P?). These weather conditions are necessary
to estimate soil moisture with the point estimation model [35,45,46]. Temperature, rain,
solar radiation, and wind speed are measured with an integrated sensor suite (ISS), and
the integrated sensor suite calculates potential evapotranspiration. The values v;—15 |
presented in Table 2 correspond to measurements of a single day at primary checkpoint.
Values corresponding to temperature (CY), solar radiation (C3), and wind speed (CJ) are the
average records of the day, whereas values v;_, of rain (C9) and potential evapotranspiration
(Cg) are the cumulative measurements of the day.

;) correspond to (I = 5) environmental
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Table 2. Measured weather conditions at the primary checkpoint (I = 5).
C?=1,2,. W Variable Units Value (v;)
Cg Temperature (T) °C 18.1
C% Rain (R) mm 0
C8 Solar radiation (Sr) W/m? 890
C?5 Wind speed (Ws) Km/h 16
Cs Evapotranspiration (Et) mm/d 5

3.2. Subzone Definition

In this stage, the landscape features (grassland, tree-covered areas, buildings areas,
elevation, and spatial configuration) are identified through image processing of the satellite
imagery. First, a space color conversion is executed from red, green, and blue (RGB) to the
International Commission of Lighting (CIE L*a*b). Afterwards, a decorrelation is made
as in [47]. For further information on image processing, refer to Appendix B. The image
processing highlights the colors and shapes of the region so that a color segmentation
of satellite images can be performed. In this paper, the two images from Figure 5a,b are
processed images used to identify the landscape features. Grassland, tree-covered areas,
and buildings are extracted from Figure 5a. Figure 5b is utilized to identify elevation and
spatial configuration.

|l | i | | | | 11
t H ) PROTOTVPECLUSTER Ky 1 [T L 1] [ [ [T [gue PROTOTYPECLUSTER K, ]
| (GRASSI.AND) ] { ] gui)= ﬁ_—.;. (ELEVATION)
) PROTOTYPE CLUSTER K T PROTOTYPE CLUSTER K5 -
o (TREE COVERED AREA) - i T IDDOEE L 3 (SPATIAL CONFIGURATION) ~
i ‘ 0 PROTOTYPE CLUSTER K3 - : : ; ; = - t
. (BUILDINGS) ] ] | i )
17 | al
/ o o |

Figure 5. Region of interest under decorrelation. (a) For obtaining grassland, tree-covered areas, and
buildings. (b) For obtaining elevation and spatial configuration.

In color segmentation, a cluster (K;— . 1) is determined for each color band identified.
Each cluster is associated with a landscape feature. In this work, the merging method is
used for color segmentation. This method assumes that the features of all pixels are unlike
at the beginning. Then, the algorithm K-means merges pixels according to the similarity
criterion (Equation (1)) until no pixels remain merged [48]. Afterwards, the merged pixels
are assigned to a cluster. Some pixels may not be assigned to a cluster, and a deficient
color segmentation could mislead the weather conditions adjustment. When there is a
high percentage of pixels not assigned (% PN A), it is necessary to use an image with better
resolution. In this paper, a %PNA < 1.5 is utilized based on the preliminary experimental
analysis as described in Section 4.



Mathematics 2024, 12, 152 9 of 33

)

So far, the image is segmented pixel by pixel into clusters. Nonetheless, in the same
way as the satellite image, the segmented images must be divided into sectors (s(x,y)) to
obtain landscape matrices (F/=1%L). In feature matrices, the size of each landscape matrix
is X x Y. For matrices FI=123#  each element ( f,l(,y) represents the number of pixels in a
sector that belong to the cluster K; as shown in Figure 6a,b. The landscape matrices defined
are the following;:

e  Matrix F/=! corresponds to grasslands.
e Matrix F'=2 corresponds to tree-covered areas.
e Matrix F'=3 corresponds to building areas.
e Matrix F/=* corresponds to elevation.
e Matrix F'= corresponds to spatial configuration.
~ w
™ ,_“f} - a3 2 ' e R 2 2R
L G-y ceee -:: W ...v:: eeco TR R cee PR
fiy
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Figure 6. Cont.
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Figure 6. (a) Landscape matrix F 1 (grassland). (b) Landscape matrix P (buildings).

For instance, landscape matrices F!' (grassland) and F® (buildings) are depicted in
Figure 6a,b, respectively. In this paper, each sector contains 858 pixels. The value of the
element f210,25 corresponding to sector s(20,25) is f210,25 = 596 because there are 596 pixels
that belong to cluster K; (grassland).

Furthermore, landscape matrix F'=* (elevation) is a particular case because its value
not only refers to the number of pixels but also contains the elevation level of these pixels,
e.g., element fllozfo = 550, B defines that, at sector s (x = 10,y = 10), there are 550 pixels
that belong to elevation level B. Elevation levels are named as A, B, C, ... ., according to the
region elevation model.

Moreover, for landscape matrix F/=> (spatial configuration), elements f}fyS contain the
number of pixels corresponding to the surrounding sectors’ buildings, roads, or natural
barriers. A landscape feature analysis of the 8 neighborhoods of sector s(x, y) is performed,
e.g., sector s(x = 19,y = 24) of the satellite image given in Figure 4 is shown in Figure 7,
and the features of 8-neighborhood sectors (N, NE, E, SE, S, SW, W, NW) are analyzed.
Neighbor sectors N, S, SW present no buildings, roads, or natural barriers; meanwhile,
neighbor sectors NE, E, SE, W, NW denote the existence of buildings. The value of spatial
configuration at sector s(19,24) is the addition of all pixels that belong to tree-covered areas
(F?) and buildings (F?) in the neighbor sectors N, NE, E, SE, S, SW, W, NW. The spatial
configuration is used by the adjustment model for modeling the interactions between the 8
neighborhoods and sector s(x, y).
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The weather conditions of a sector are not only influenced by its particular features but
also by the particular features of the surrounding sectors (N, NE, E, SE, S, SW, W, NW).

s(x,24)

8 = NEIGHBORHOOD
OF SECTOR s(19,24)

SECTOR 5(19,24)

s(19,y)

Figure 7. Eight neighborhoods of sector s(19,24).

3.3. Subzone Features Selection

The subzone features selection stage receives the landscape matrices (F/=1%-L), the fea-
ture matrices (M!=12~T), and the checkpoint locations (x;,y,). The data about landscape
features ( f,lc,y) and soil and crop features (mﬁt,y) at the checkpoint location are selected from
the matrices mentioned before.

These elements (grasslands, tree-covered areas, buildings areas, elevation, spatial
configuration, soil type, crop type, and crop stage) compound the particular features
(@' (F!, M!, P")) of the checkpoint (P"=%1-R ) as shown in Equation (2).

r 1 t pr\ _ 1 2 L 1 2 T
@ (F 4 M 4 P ) - I:fxr/yr’fxr/yr’ e ’thyr’ mxr/yr’ mxr/yr’ trs mxr,yr} (2)

The following calculation example uses checkpoint P* with location s(xy = 21,
y4 = 17) according to Figure 4 and Table Al. The particular features ®*(F%, M*#, P4) of this
test checkpoint, shown in Equation (3), are selected as defined in Equation (2), and their
values are described in Equation (4). There are 818 pixels corresponding to F! (grassland) at
checkpoint P4, 17 pixels corresponding to F? (tree-covered areas), and so on.

4(rh rh A\ _ [ > 4B 4 5 1 2 3
P (F ,M*, P ) = {f21,17rf21,17/f21,17rf21,17rf21,17/ My1,17, M1 17, m21,17} 3)

o4 (F4, M?, p4) — [818,17,17, (858/ A), 121, (858/11), (858 /1), (858/1)] @)

Notation ¢,_;,  shown in Equation (5) is used to denote particular features ex-
pressed as a percentage so that the level of each feature can be identified more easily.

o (Fl/Mtr Pr) = [@o—1Po=2r- - Yo Vo1 =112/ Po—p i E=L+T (5
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q,r(Fl‘Mt‘Pr) l

For instance, in Equation (6), the particular features from Equation (4) are expressed as
a percentage, as defined in Equation (5). Equation (6) indicates that, at the test checkpoint,
95.338% of the pixels correspond to grassland, 1.9813% correspond to tree covered areas,
and so on.

ot (F4, M*, P4) — [95.338,1.9813,1.9813, (100/ A), 1.848, (100/11), (100/1), (100/1)] (6)

3.4. Fuzzy Adjustment

The fuzzy adjustment stage is depicted in Figure 8. This stage receives the particular
features (from the previous stage) and the weather conditions measured (from inputs), and
both are fuzzified.

Two fuzzy inference systems (landscape adjustment and variable adjustment) are per-
formed to obtain the adjustment factors: steady (A,—1 . r ) and variable (B). Both
adjustment factors determine the weather conditions adjusted (Caj).

Fuzzy ADJUSTMENT

Ar = (ar,i)lxl \

r=12,...R _
Cajoi57 =

LANDSCAPE

FuzziFicATION
ADJUSTMENT

WEATHER

FINAL CONDITIONS
ADJUSTMENT (ADJUSTED)
Caj

WEATHER
CONDITIONS
CERTAINTY

VARIABLE
ADJUSTMENT

B = (Bi)1x

Figure 8. Fuzzy adjustment.

3.4.1. Fuzzification

The particular features and weather conditions measured are fuzzified using member-
ship functions with the triangle form defined in Equation (7), L form defined in Equation (8),
and gamma form defined in Equation (9) [49].

%:—{(, f<v<g

pa(v) = e §<v<h 7)
0, otherwise
0; v<f

pre)=1{ 5L f<o<g (8)
1; g<wv
1; v<f

() =% f<o<g ©)
0; g<wv

Each measured weather condition is fuzzified with five linguistic values (lower, low,
medium, high, and higher) so that, by the time fuzzification is applied, each weather condition

(temperature, rain, solar radiation, wind speed, and evapotranspiration) turns into a fuzzy weather
~0
condition vector (C; (v;)), where v; € V;. v; is the value of the weather condition CZQ and

V; is the universe of discourse defined in Table 3. Each fuzzy weather condition vector is

~0
composed of five elements (c; ;| j = 1,2,...,]) as defined in Equations (10)—(14).

z,j‘
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~0 ~0 ~0
Ci(vi) =< ¢11, €10, C15 (10)
~0 ~0 ~0 ~0
Cy(vi) = 4 €21, Cop/7 ", Ca5 (11)
~0 ~0  ~0 ~0
Cs5(vi) =4 ¢31,€32°"" ,C35 (12)
~0 ~0  ~0 ~0
Cy4(0;) = { Ca1,Cap," "+, Cu5 (13)
~0 ~0 ~0 ~0
Cs(vi) = { €51, 50,7, C55 (14)

Table 3. Universe of the discourse of all measured weather conditions C?:l 5 T

Weather Condition (C?) Variable Universe of Discourse (V;)
C(é Temperature (°C) V1 =0, 40]
(@ Rain (mm) Vo =10, 25]
c? Solar Radiation (W/m?) V3 = [0, 1250]
C% Wind Speed (km/h) Vv, =0, 50]
Cé Evapotranspiration (mm/d) Vs = [0, 10]

Elements of the fuzzy weather condition vector are associated with a linguistic variable
j. The linguistic labels used are the following:
e j =1 Lower level of weather condition CY.
j = 2 Low level of weather condition CY.
j = 3 Medium level of weather condition C?.
j = 4 High level of weather condition CY.
j = 5 Higher level of weather condition CY.

In the same way, each element is related to a membership function of the form defined
~0
in Equations (7)-(9). Element ¢, | i = 1,2,..., I comes from the gamma shape membership
~0
function, whereas element cl-,5| i=1,2,...,1is L shape membership function. Elements

E?J-| i=12,...,1;j = 2,3,4 are triangle membership functions. The linguistic values
and the membership functions are set based on the experimental analysis’s best results
during the adjustment model’s development stage. The parameters determined for the
region shown in Figure 4 are described in Table 4 and depicted in Figure Ala. Suppose that
the adjustment model is implemented in another region; in that case, the entire process
followed in the experiments developed in this paper must be replicated to obtain the
parameters of the new region. However, the membership functions and linguistic labels’
type and number remain the same. The membership functions” parameters presented in
this document can be utilized, but they must be modified according to the best results of
the new experimental analysis.

Table 4. Membership functions parameters of weather conditions Cl(.):1 5 I

Linguistic Value

Function

Cia

0
ci=2

Cis

i= i=5
Lower L 0, 6) (0, 1) (0, 140) (0, 6) (0, 1)
Low Triangle (5,10, 15) (0.8,15,22) (120, 180, 240) (4,8, 12) (0.6, 1.6, 2.6)
Medium Triangle (14, 20, 24) (19,38,6) (220,400, 580) (10, 15, 20) (2.3, 3.3, 4.3)
High Triangle (22,27, 32) (5,8, 12) (560, 700, 840) (18, 25, 32) (4, 5, 6)
Higher Gamma (30, 35) (10, 18) (800, 1000) (30, 35) (5.7, 6.7)
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For example, the weather conditions measured from Table 2 and their parameters (Table 4)
are utilized to obtain the values of fuzzy weather condition vectors of Equations (15)—(19).

~0
C,(18.1) = {0,0,0.82,0,0} (15)
~0
C,(0) = {1,0,0,0,0} (16)
~0
C5(890) = {0,0,0,0,0.3889} (17)
~0
C,(16) = {0,0,0.8,0,0} (18)
~0
Cs(5) = {0,0,0,1,0} (19)

Moreover, to fuzzify particular features defined in Equation (5), it is necessary to com-
pare the differences between specific features at the primary checkpoint ®°(F!, M!, P?) and
particular features at each checkpoint (@ (F/, M, P")). This comparison allows one to
determine the variations in the weather conditions derived from landscape influence. For
example, according to the checkpoint set from Figure 4 and Table A1, and comparing the
tree-covered area (a particular feature ¢¥_;), the primary checkpoint is not a tree-covered
area, while checkpoint P° is. So, temperature (C)) measured at the primary checkpoint can
be higher than temperature (C3) at P° because trees reduce sun exposure (solar radiation C3)
and cool air temperature (C;). However, despite this fact, if there are high winds (wind speed
CY) at primary checkpoint, air temperature (C?) can be reduced because of the wind chill
factor; meanwhile, at P° , trees block high winds (Ci’ ) and no wind chill is present at this
location. As a consequence, the temperature measured (CY) can be the same as temperature

(Cf) at P> .
The comparison (®°") between particular features is a difference as shown in Equa-
tion (20).
r
® = @ (F, M, P*) — @ (Fl,M',P") = [¢_y — ¢l 1,900 — §lgr-  ¢0 — 9] 20)

For instance, the particular features at the primary checkpoint are shown in
Equation (21) and particular features at the test checkpoint in Equation (6). The comparison
(®%4) is executed using Equation (20); the result is shown in Equations (22) and (23).

<1>0(F1,Mf,P0) = [100,0,0, (100/ A),22.76, (100/11), (100/1), (100/1)] (21)

@04 = [100 — 95.338,0 — 1.9813,0 — 1.9813, (100 — 100)/ A, 22.76 — 1.848, 22)
(100 — 100) /1, (100 — 100) /1, (100 — 100) /1]

®%* = [4.662, —1.9813, —1.9813, (0/ A),20.86, (0/1),(0/1),(0/1)] (23)

The comparison of particular features is fuzzified with a similar process as that fol-
lowed to fuzzify the weather conditions measured. The comparison denotes whether each
particular feature (¢?) at the primary checkpoint is lower, equal, or higher than the particular
feature (¢}) at any checkpoint (P"). Hence, the linguistic labels used to fuzzify the particular
features comparison are the following:

o j=1¢?islower than ¢/.
e j=2¢lisequalto ¢].
e j=3¢Qis higher than ¢/.
When fuzzified, the comparison of features turns into the fuzzy particular feature

~T

matrix (® ), defined in Equation (24). This matrix is the fuzzified comparison of features
at the primary checkpoint and any other checkpoint. As the comparison of features is
executed individually, a fuzzy particular feature matrix is obtained for each checkpoint.
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The matrix rows represent each element of the comparison vector, and the columns contain

~T
the fuzzy values (cpe/]« |j=1,2,...,]) obtained with the membership (j = 1,2,...,]).

~T ~T
$11 P12 P13
~T ~T

~7 P21 Pro Pes (24)

~r
P51 Ps5p Pss
The universe of discourse is the same for all elements of the comparison, and it is

expressed in a percentage as U = [—100, 100]. Meanwhile, the membership functions are
also those defined in Equations (7)—(9).

~T
Elements ¢, | e = 1,2,..., E come from gamma shape membership function, elements

~r ~Tr
Pes |e=1,2,...,E are L shape membership functions, and elements <j)e’2| e=12,...,E
are triangle shape membership functions.

The linguistic values and membership functions are set based on the experimental
analysis’s best result during the adjustment model’s development stage. The parameters of
a particular feature ¢_, (grassland) obtained for this region are shown in Table 5; they are
the same for all particular features.

Table 5. Membership functions of a particular feature ¢0_, —¢’_; (grassland).

Linguistic Value Function Type Parameters in Percentage (f,g,h)
Lower L (—60, —20)
Equal Triangle (—25, 0, 25)
Higher Gamma (20, 60)

For example, according to Equation (24), the fuzzy particular feature matrix of the
test checkpoint (Equation (25)) is derived from fuzzifying the comparison of Equation (23)
using the membership functions described in Table 5. The fuzzy particular feature matrix
of Equation (25) highlights that particular features of the primary checkpoint and the test
checkpoint are alike, so weather conditions are expected to be similar at both locations.

0 08152 0
4 |0 09615 0
® = [0 0915 0 (25)
0o 1 0
0 05827 0.0215

3.4.2. Landscape Adjustment

In the adjustment model, there is a stage that models the influence of particular
features over the weather conditions. It is called the landscape adjustment and is depicted
in Figure 9. As the particular features of each checkpoint can be different, a landscape
adjustment is performed at each checkpoint. A fuzzy inference system is implemented in all
the landscape adjustments. The results of every landscape adjustment are the steady factors;
these are considered steady because they do not change while the particular features of the
checkpoint remain the same. So, this adjustment does not need to be implemented each
time a weather condition adjustment is made.
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Figure 9. Landscape adjustment.

The input of the fuzzy inference system is the fuzzy particular features matrix of the
checkpoint, and the outputs are the steady factors. Each steady factor (v, ;| i =1,2,...,1,
where [ is the total of weather conditions) is divided into output sets (A;, lo=1,2,...,0,
where O = 5). The membership functions used for the output sets are of the form defined
in Equations (7)—(9). The universe of discourse is z; € Z, Z = [—1,1]. Each output
membership represents a percentage of adjustment in each weather condition, as shown in
Table 6. A, is an L shape function, A,—; 3 4 are triangle functions, and A; 5 is a gamma shape
function. The membership functions used for all steady factors («, ;) are defined in Table 6
and depicted in Figure Alb.

Table 6. Output’s («, ;) membership functions.

Output Function Ag=1 5. 0 Linguistic Label Function Type Parameters (f,g) or (f,g,h)
Aot Low L (—0.3, —0.15)
Ao2 Barely Low Triangle (—-0.17, —0.1, —0.03)
Ao Null Triangle (—0.05, 0, 0.05)
Ao Barely High Triangle (0.03, 0.1, 0.17)
Aos High Gamma (0.15,0.3)

All rules are generated manually based on observation and expert knowledge. Ad-
justing membership functions and rule generation using automatic methods are outside
this work’s scope. Rulesn = 1,2,...,N, where N = 245, are established and processed
for modeling steady factors, as shown in Figure 9. The rules are established based on the
effects of particular features on the weather conditions. Each rule inter-relates the fuzzy

~Tr
particular features (¢, ;) using the premise IF THEN. Furthermore, the rules remain the

~t ~t ~T ~t ~T
same for all the checkpoints. The rules are of the form: IF ¢ 3 A @os A3 A Pyy A P55
THEN 41 = /\1[4, K4p = /\2,3, K43 = A3,4, Kg4 = A4,3, K45 = A5[4, e.g., the previous rule
corresponds to rule n = 41 applied at the test checkpoint, and it can be interpreted as
follows:

~A ~4
IF grassland is Higher (¢, ;) and tree-covered area is Equal (¢, ,) and building area is

Equal (4)22) and elevation is Equal (4)12) and spatial configuration is Equal (47;2) THEN ad-
justment factor for temperature (x4 1) is Barely High (A1 4), adjustment factor for rain (a4 )
is Null (A53), adjustment factor for solar radiation («y3) is High (A3 4), adjustment factor
for wind speed (a4 4) is Null (A4 3); meanwhile, adjustment factor for evapotranspiration
(wa5) is Barely High (A5 4).
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The rule definition matrices (H: = (h;, )z, Where elements h;, | e = 1,2,...,E)
determine the fuzzy particular features utilized for assessing each rule n of checkpoint P”
as described in Equation (26). The rows refer to the number of rules and the columns to the
fuzzy particular feature.

~T
1 i . is not used in rule n
k=4 o f ¥e, (26)
b, otherwise

Moreover, St = (sL ) is the output definition matrix for landscape adjustment of
") NxI

checkpoint P". Elements 5;%,1' denote which output membership function (low, barely low,
null, barely high, high) represents the output a, ; according to rule n. The rows refer to the
number of rules and the columns to the output membership functions of the steady factor.
The implication of the rule 7 is denoted by the word “and”, defined as the function min.
The result of the assessment (Trit,o) is obtained as defined in Equation (27).

: L L L L
min (hi’l,l’ hn,z, ey hn,E)'/\i,O - Sn,i (27)
O//\i,o # Sﬁ,i

Afterwards, the results of the assessments are sent to the aggregation process. The
aggregation delimits the output functions (A;,) and aggregates them in a single area,
as shown in Figure A2. The method used for aggregation is the maximum defined in
Equation (28), where T’ is the aggregated function for output a, ;.

T' = max(1] ), Ty Tho)0=1,2,...,0;i=1,2,...,1 (28)

For instance, using Equation (27), the rule definition matrix (H Ly, and the output
definition matrix (SL), the rule n = 41 for the steady factor of temperature (x4 1) is assessed
as in Equation (29). The result of rule (Ti1 4) is assigned to the output membership function
barely high (A1,4). The same process is appiicable for the N rules as well as for the I outputs.

I N N N SN

T4y 4 = min (gbm, P22: P30 Paps 4>5,2) = min(0.2670,0.9615,0.9615, 1,0.5827) = 0.267 (29)

Afterwards, the aggregated function (T?) is defuzzfied to obtain the steady factor
(a;) of each weather condition (C?). The defuzzification method used in this paper is the
centroid method defined in Equation (30).

L
»

i = (30)
>

All the steady factors («, ;) defuzzfied conform the steady factors vector presented in
Equation (31). The steady factors vector (A;) adjusts each weather condition measured
according to the particular features of checkpoint P’.

Ay =100, .., 0] (31)

For example, the steady factors vector (A4) for the test checkpoint is obtained ac-
cording to Equation (31) and is shown in Equation (32). In this case, the steady factor
for temperature (a4, ) indicates that, according to the features at the test checkpoint, the
temperature must be modified to 0.0544, i.e., the adjustment is about +-5.4% of its value.

Ay = [0.0544,0.0544, 0.0544, —0.004, 0.5249] (32)
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3.4.3. Weather Conditions Certainty

Sometimes, weather conditions can vary in two near locations within a region, i.e.,
sometimes, it can be raining at the initial location where the observer is, but when the
observer moves from the initial location to another a few meters ahead, it cannot be raining,.
This situation is caused by different events [50]. However, one of the most relevant is the
season of the year, which increases the certainty that a weather condition is similar in most
locations within a region of interest, e.g., it is more conceivable that, in the rainy season, it
is raining in the whole region. Therefore, a certainty distribution function, which depends
on the date, can describe the certainty of the weather condition replication in a region.
Moreover, not all the weather conditions considered in this work present the uncertainties
described above, e.g., temperature, which remains homogeneous in a specific region if the
variations due to landscape features are not considered.

Consequently, in the variable adjustment, the date and a certainty distribution function
are utilized to determine the weather conditions certainty #;—1 1. Rain (C?:z), solar
radiation (C_,), wind speed (CY_, ), and evapotranspiration (CY_) are expected to be affected
by the date (season of the year), and their distribution function is defined in Equation (33).
Weather conditions certainty of temperature (C?:l) is not considered to be influenced by the
date (season of the year).

~(d—g)

n=e 2f2 (33)

In Equation (33), d is the month, and (f, g) are the function parameters: f indicates
rainy season deviation expressed in months, and g defines the month of peak rainy season.
This certainty distribution function #;—, 3 5 corresponds to a Gaussian bell, which increases
the certainty #,—, 3 5 during the rainy season. The certainty distribution function parameters
(f, ) for certainties 1,5 3 5 (rain, solar radiation, and evapotranspiration) are (3,7); meanwhile,
for certainty 7,4 (wind speed), the parameters are (1,10). The weather conditions were
measured at different checkpoints during the development stage of the adjustment model.
The measurement records allow for the definition of parameters (f, g) that best describe
the certainty distribution function. If the adjustment model is applied in another region,
the parameters (f, g) presented in this paper can be utilized, although they can be modified
to adapt appropriately to the features of the new region.

For example, certainty #; (temperature) is always considered as 7 = 1. Certainties
Ni—23,45 are calculated with Equation (33) using the parameters (f, g) above defined for
each weather condition. The certainties 7,53 45 during August (d = 8), a rainy season
month, are shown in Equations (34) and (35).

—(8-7)2
m=1n=1n5=e 2" =0.9460 (34)
—(8-10)2
ny=e 207 =0.1353 (35)

3.4.4. Variable Adjustment

The variable adjustment models the interactions among weather conditions. The variable
adjustment also implements a fuzzy inference system. The result is the variable factor (B).
In this adjustment, first, the weather condition certainty (1,1, 1) is used to weigh the

~0
fuzzy weather conditions ( C;) obtained in Section 3.4.3. If the certainty #; is high, then it is

more likely that the weather condition is similar in the whole region. Therefore, it is more
~0

important to model its interactions (C; ). For example, if the rain certainty is 77, = 0.98, it
is more feasible that the rain value measured at the primary checkpoint is similar at the
other checkpoints, with a high certainty value; if it is raining at the primary checkpoint, it
is more likely that it is raining throughout the region. Consequently, rainfall value should
be considered more relevant for modeling the variations in weather conditions caused by
the rain effects over the other weather conditions, such as the decrease in temperature or
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solar radiation. Weather conditions are weighed by a product of fuzzy weather conditions
and their certainty of replication.

The variable factor vector (B) is formed of individual variable factors (B; | i =
1,2,...,I). The output membership functions (w;,—15 . o, where O = 5) of the vari-
able factors are also associated with linguistic labels, which refer to the required adjustment
in a percentage of the weather conditions measured. Also, output functions w; ; are L shape
functions as defined in Equation (7), w; ; are triangle shape functions as defined in Equation
(8), and w; 3 are gamma shapes as in Equation (9). The output membership functions are
defined for z; € Z, where Z = [0, 2] is the universe of discourse. The output membership
functions for all variable factors are described in Table 7; meanwhile, Figure Alb can be
used to depict the shape of the output membership functions due to the similarity of both
output membership function sets.

Table 7. Output’s (B;) membership functions.

Output Function wy-15, 0o Linguistic Label Function (f.g) or (f.gh)
wiq Low L (0.8, 0.85)
wio Barely Low Triangle (0.84,0.9,0.94)
w3 Null Triangle (0.93,1, 1.05)
Wi 4 Barely High Triangle (1.04,1.1, 1.16)
wis High Gamma (1.15,1.2)

A similar procedure to that developed in Section 3.4.2 is followed in this adjustment.
However, the variable adjustment does not depend on the particular features of a check-
point, so this adjustment is the same for any checkpoint; the same variable factor vector
is utilized. Nonetheless, this adjustment is executed each time a weather conditions ad-
justment is made. There are g = 1,2,...,Q rules (Q = 445) set by experts to model the
interactions among weather conditions.

The Q = 445 rules model the interactions among weather conditions. These rules are
of the form IF THEN, as in the fuzzy inference system described in Section 3.4.2.

For instance, two rules g € Q are shown next:

~0 ~0 ~0
q = 230: IF (12)(cp4) A (13)(c32) A (1a)(cyy) THEN By = wi, 2 = wag, B3 = wss,
Ba = was, B5 = ws3. .

~0 ~0
q = 236: IF (11)(cy3) A (12)(cp1) A (13)(c35) THEN By = wis, o = was, B3 = wss,
Ba = waz, P5 = ws4.
It can be interpreted as:

~0 ~0
q = 230: IF Rain is High (c, ;) and Solar Radiation is Low (c 3/2> and Wind Speed is High

~0
(c 4,4> , THEN Temperature decreases, and the rest of the weather conditions remain the
same; that is to say, the variable adjustment B is Low (w; ;) and B2, B3, B4, B5 are Equal
(wi3)-

~0 ~0
q = 236: IF Temperature is Medium <c1,3> and Rain is Lower (c, ) and Solar Radiation

~0
is Higher (C3,5>/ THEN output B4, Bs are Barely High (w14, ws4), B2 B3, Ba are Equal

(w23, w33, Wa3)-
The Q rules are processed through the implication shown in Equation (37). There are
certain rules g in which a variable in the proposition does not modify the consequence of

~0
the rule, e.g., no fuzzy value (Cl,]'> of temperature C?:l was used in the proposition of the
rule g = 210 shown in (a).
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In the same way as in landscape adjustment, a rules definition matrix (HV = (hvl-> o 1)
X
defined in Equation (36) contains the rules set for variable adjustment.
0
1 if c¢;;is not used in rule n

h:{,i = ~0 & , (36)
(’71’)(01‘,]') otherwise

q.1
Elements sV determine the output membership functlon (wj ) chosen for assessing each

Also, an output definition matrix (S V= <sv-) ) is defined for variable adjustment.

variable factor Equation (37) shows a generalized implication in which all weather condi-
tions are considered.

. vV LV Q A
S min (hqu,hqg,...,hqf), Wijo = sq; 7
0/ wi,o # Sqli
where Tq , 1s the result of rule g for each output S;.

For example, according to Equation (37) and using the rule of row g = 236 of the rule

definition matrix (H") and the output definition matrix (S V), the result of the assessment
(T2136) for the variable factor of temperature (81) is described in Equations (38) and (39).

The - min ((m) (B23), (1) (Tay), (73) <E§,5>) 39)

Thes - min((1 x 0.82), (0.946 x 1), (0.946 x 0.3889)) = min(0.82,0.946,0.3679) = 0.3679 (39)

Afterwards, the aggregation is performed through the operator max as in
Equation (40).

T = max(’rli,o, Ty - .,T}'\,,O)|0 =12...,0,i=12,...,1 (40)

T' is the resulting function of the aggregation. In Equation (41), the variable factor
is obtained after performing the centroid method.

L
Y. Tiz
1=0

Bi = (41)

L
BT

The variable factors vector is defined in Equation (42) as the set of variable factors
(Bi |i=1,2,...,1I). The variable factors vector is the same for all checkpoints.

B =[B1,B2,---,Bi] (42)

For example, the variable factors are obtained using Equations (40) and (41) and,
according to Equation (42), the variable factors vector B derived from the previous examples
is shown in Equation (43). In this case, for temperature, the variable factor is 0.0499; that is
to say, there is an adjustment of +4.99% derived from the interactions of the current values
of the weather conditions.

B = [0.0499,0.009, 0.0499, 0, 0.5249] (43)

3.4.5. Final Adjustment

The final adjustment stage is implemented to achieve the weather conditions adjusted
(Cai_y , . 1), which are calculated with Equation (44). The weather conditions adjusted are
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given by the product of the crisp value of weather conditions measured (CY) contained in
Table 2, and the addition of the steady and variable adjustment factors (a, ;, B;) of vectors
(Ar, B) defined in Equations (31) and (42), respectively. The final adjustment collects the
weather condition variations derived from the particular feature’s effects and the weather
conditions’ interactions.

Caj = (C))(A+a,;+B)lr=12,...,Ri=12,...,1I (44)

For instance, with the previous examples, the weather conditions adjusted (Ca?:l,z,..., 1)
at the test checkpoint, it can be calculated with Equations (45)—(49). According to Table 2,
the measured value of temperature is C? = 18.1, and its adjustment factors are ay 1 = 0.0544
and 7 = 0.0499 contained in A, from Equation (32) and B from Equation (43). In this
case, CY = 18.1 is modified in a combined adjustment of (0.0544 + 0.0499), which can be
interpreted as an increase of 5.44% + 4.99% = 10.43% of the measured value. Therefore,
the adjusted value of temperature is Ca; = 19.98, as shown in Equation (45). This can
be applied similarly to the rain (Equation (46)), solar radiation (Equation (47)), wind
speed (Equation (48)), and evapotranspiration (Equation (49)). Checkpoint 4 (Ca?:l,z,...,s)
is used as an example because it is a place that is very similar to a crop field. Additional
meteorological stations were installed at checkpoints 4 and 6.

Cat = (C))(1+ayq + 1) = (18.1)(1 + 0.0544 + 0.0499) = 19.98 (45)
Cas = (C3) (1 + gy + B2) = (0)(1+ 0.0544 + 0.009) = 0 (46)

Ca3 = (C9)(1+ ay5 + B3) = (890)(1 + 0.0544 + 0.0499) = 982.76 (47)
Cay = (C)(1+ays5+ Bs) = (16)(1+ (—0.004) +0) = 15.993 (48)
Cas = (C3)(1+ g5+ Bs) = (0.5)(1 + 0+ 0.5249) = 0.5249 (49)

At this point, the adjustment model concludes with a comparison of the weather
conditions adjusted at the test checkpoint derived from the examples developed as depicted
in the work overview from Figure 3, and the weather conditions measured at the same
checkpoint are given in Table 8. This comparison is only performed during the development
stage of the adjustment model to validate the results, and it is not required during the
adjustment model operation. A further analysis of the results of weather conditions
adjustment in other checkpoints of the region is presented in the next section.

Table 8. Weather conditions comparison at checkpoint P*.

Primary Checkpoint P° Checkpoint P*

Weather Condition
Measured C? Adjusted Ca} ~ Measured Cm}
i=1 Temperature (°C) 18.1 19.9878 19
i=2 Rain (mm) 0 0 0
i= Solar radiation (W/m?) 890 982.8276 916
i=4 Wind speed (km/h) 16 15.9935 18.2
i=5 Evapotranspiration (mm/d) 5 5.249 5.2

4. Results and Discussion

A weather conditions data set was utilized to test the adjustment. A total of 40% of
the data set was used to validate the results, consolidating the recognition of the environ-
mental interactions (weather conditions—particular features; weather conditions-weather
conditions)—the remaining 60% was used for optimizing the model.

Daily measurements of weather conditions in the region formed the data set; the
measurements were carried out over a year. The data are equally distributed so that
validation and optimization sets contain records from each year’s season, so that the
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adjustment model can be tested under a wide range of environmental conditions. The
results in this section correspond to the tests performed with the data set mentioned before.

The region shown in Figure 4 is used in this work to adjust the weather conditions and
is described in Section 3.1.1. It is expected that particular features of farmland remain alike
throughout the region. The region used to validate the adjustment model is not farmland;
its particular features considerably change. Changing particular features is needed to
validate the model on a wide variety of features. Regions with landscape features such as
water bodies, e.g., rivers or lakes, are not considered in the adjustment model but can be
included in further enhancement.

A preliminary experimental analysis is performed to determine the initial parameters
of the adjustment model. This analysis assesses the adjustment model performance under
every combination derived from keeping fixed an initial parameter and varying the rest of
the proposals. The initial parameters of the adjustment model are the size of sector s(x,y),
the image resolution, percentage of not assigned pixels, and distribution function of the
weather conditions certainty. The proposals of initial parameters and the best performance
for each initial parameter are shown in Table 9. The normalized root mean square error
(Erms) is used to assess the performance of the adjustment model.

Table 9. IWeCASF performance comparison through the error (Egpss): for the weather condition
adjusted Ca;-1 (temperature) at P* during the preliminary tests to define the initial parameters.

Size of Sector s(x,y) Image Resolution % of Not Assigned Pixels (%NAP)
Test Parameters Error Egprs Test Parameters Error Egprs Test Parameters Error Egps
15 x 15 m 0.0408 500 x 430 0.0591 5 <%NAP 0.0639
20 x 20 m 0.0410 800 x 688 0.0443 3 < %NAP <5 0.0537
40 x 40 m 0.0412 1450 x 1247 0.0412 1.5 < %NAP < 3 0.0489
60 x 60 m 0.0502 2000 x 1720 0.0408 %NAP < 1.5 0.0408

According to Table 9, the sector size with the better performance is 40 x 40 m
(Erms = 0.0412); therefore, this size is utilized in this paper. Sizes of sector s(x,y) less
than 40 x 40 m, such as 20 x 20 m or 15 x 15 m, do not significantly decrease the error
(Erms = 0.041, Egps = 0.0408), but they do increase the adjustment model computa-
tional cost. The number of sectors increased from 2150 using 40 x 40 m to 15,295 using
15 x 15 m. With sizes of sector s(x, y) greater than 40 x 40 m, such as 60 x 60 m, there is
not a predominant landscape feature in each sector and, as a consequence, a significant
increase in the error (Egyss = 0.0502) occurs. This increase can be due to the complexity
of modeling weather conditions’ interactions being magnified when it is unclear which
landscape features affect weather conditions the most.

Additionally, the image resolution can strongly affect the landscape features extraction;
the resolution utilized in this paper, 1450 x 1247, i.e., 1 pixel = 1.9 m?, which entails an
error Egps = 0.0412. The adjustment model can support bigger resolutions such as
2000 x 1720, i.e., 1 pixel =1 m?, with an error Egps = 0.0408, but acquiring the region’s
image may require more complex methods than those used in this paper. More significant
resolutions are recommended when a more detailed analysis of the regional landscape
features is needed. The adjustment model works with a minimum resolution of 800 x 688
pixels, i.e., 1 pixel =26 m?, with an error Eg ms = 0.0443. Lower image resolutions can
trigger a significant error Egyss = 0.0591.

The percentage of pixels not assigned to a color band is directly related to an inaccurate
landscape features extraction and, consequently, a misleading weather conditions adjust-
ment. As shown in Table 9, when the percentage of not assigned pixels is % NAP < 1.5,
the adjustment model performs better (Egps = 0.0408) than with greater percentages,
such as those shown in Table 9. The error increases (Egps = 0.0489, Expms = 0.0537,
Erms = 0.0639) as the percentage increases. It is possible to achieve a %NAP = 0 but,
in certain cases, this %N AP required processing an image with a resolution bigger than
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1450 x 1247, which leads to the aforementioned issues. Any error derived from the land-
scape extraction (size of sector s(x,y), satellite image resolution, or color segmentation)
must be diminished during the preliminary experimental analysis. Additionally, the fuzzy
parameters of the model developed herein are set according to the best performance in a
similar way to the process used to obtain the initial parameters during the preliminary tests.

A set of integrated sensors suite (ISS) was deployed within the region so that weather
conditions can be measured at different checkpoints, such as P, p?, ..., PY®. ThelSS
set is only deployed during the design stage to perform a calibration of the adjustment
model. The measurements obtained with the ISS are also utilized to execute a spatial
interpolation, the results of which are compared with those of the adjustment model. As
shown in Figure 3, inverse distance weighting (IDW) and a spatial interpolation method
from the literature [37,38], as well as the weather condition measurements from ISS, were
employed to validate adjustment model results, the weather conditions adjusted Ca;. When
the adjustment model is in operation, it only needs measurement devices at one checkpoint,
such as the ISS installed at the primary checkpoint of the region utilized in this paper.
The normalized root mean square error (Egyps) is also used for assessing the performance
the interpolation.

Tables 1014 depict a comparison of results at checkpoint P*. Weather conditions adjusted
(Ca?), weather conditions measurements (Cm?), and weather conditions interpolated (CI?)
are compared. Checkpoint P* is one of the test checkpoints utilized; it is located at a
distance relatively close to the primary checkpoint, and its landscape features are similar
to those of farmland. In the case of temperature, shown in Table 10, Ca} presents an
Erms = 0.0435, which is almost equal to Egprs = 0.0418 corresponding to the interpolation
(CI}). More accurate results are presented when temperatures over 18 °C are adjusted
with an Egpss = 0.0411, which is even smaller than the interpolation error. The error Egpys
of both Ca} and CI} is not a problem for estimating point soil moisture with the point
estimation model.

Table 10. Comparison of weather conditions (temperature) adjusted Caj, measured Cmj, and
interpolated CI7.

Test Ca} (°C) Cmj (°O) CI; °O)
A 10.61 11 10.89
B 14.43 12.9 13.8
C 15.81 14.7 14.5
D 19.07 21 21.1
E 18.97 18.5 19.97
F 17.32 17 15.4
G 27.4 27.8 27.77
H 17.76 18 18.25
I 18.99 20 20.96
] 16.92 17.6 16.2
K 12.9 12.7 13.03
L 14.36 14.2 14.47
M 135 12.8 11.83
N 19.05 20.1 19.95
0 20.77 21 20.88
P 30 29.5 29.4
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Table 11. Comparison of weather conditions (rain) adjusted Ca3, measured Crm3, and interpolated CI3.

Test Cué (mm) Cm% (mm) CI% (mm)
A 3.02 3 3.2
B 3 34 3.62
C 13.17 13.6 13.5
D 0.9 0.8 0.97
E 0.35 04 0.58
F 7.45 6.8 75
G 9 9.4 10.47
H 8.54 8.1 7.31
1 0 0.2 0
] 0.65 0.8 0.6
K 1.05 0.8 1.01
L 18.74 18.4 18.98
M 2.5 2.8 3.04
N 5 5.8 6.24
O 5.12 4.6 497
P 1.09 0.8 0.62

Table 12. Comparison of weather conditions (solar radiation) adjusted Cag, measured Cm%, and
interpolated CIj.

Test Caz (X)) Cmj (X)) CI3 (%)
A 242.26 250 239.81
B 396.37 400 409.12
C 47391 497 472.79
D 515.10 515 527.87
E 451.02 438 464.74
F 245.29 227 229.51
G 343.29 346 346.78
H 230.70 230 238.71
1 308.16 306 317.83
J 286.55 275 296.42
K 85.57 97 98.59
L 282.23 263 266.69
M 177.45 157 159.3
N 255.23 265 263.25
@) 824.59 815 818.12
p 988.17 984 975.48

Table 13. Comparison of weather conditions (wind speed) adjusted Cafi, measured Cmi, and interpo-

lated CI3.

Test Caj (Xm) Cmjy (Xm) cr; (5m)
A 6.32 6 5.85
B 5.92 7 8.59
C 8.20 10 10.28
D 5.75 5 5.58
E 5.46 5 5.24
F 417 4 423
G 13.58 13 14.03
H 5.278 7 9.59
I 0.5 1 2.14
] 15.69 14 15.37
K 2.38 2 2.19
L 7.51 7 8.12
M 18.16 18 18.23
N 14.06 13 14.19
0 476 4 3.69
P 6.7 6 6.48
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Table 14. Comparison of weather conditions (evapotranspiration) adjusted Ca2, measured Cmi, and
interpolated Cl‘é.

Test Ca} (mm) Cmg (mm) CI3 (mm)
A 2.95 3 2.98
B 3.84 35 3.41
C 5.23 5.2 5.29
D 6.24 6.5 5.95
E 4.69 45 4.22
F 2.76 2.7 2.76
G 3.45 35 3.55
H 2.78 2.8 2.69
I 3.62 39 4.05
J 2.8 3 2.89
K 3.14 3.4 3.29
L 5.07 5 5.2
M 4.9 4.9 4.92
N 3.28 3.2 3.09
¢ 4.85 47 4.69
P 3.79 3.7 3.79

Referring to rain, according to Table 11, the weather conditions adjusted Ca} with
an Egpis = 0.0209 are more accurate than the weather conditions interpolated (CI3) with an
Erms = 0.0239.

The best adjustments were performed with rains lower than 1 mm. Nevertheless, the
resolution of the rain gauge adds uncertainties to determine if the adjustment model or
IDW performs better in tests A, D, E, I, and |, where the error of both approaches is less
than the rain meter resolution (0.2 mm).

Moreover, Figure 10 depicts the performance of adjustments for Ca;_, at checkpoints
P3,pP% P> P8, and P considering the weather conditions certainty #, as well as the perfor-
mance without considering #5.

CHECKPOINTS WITHIN THE
= | RECOMMENDED ADJUSTMENT
= RANGE
O WEATHER CONDITIONS ADJUSTED
CONSIDERING CERTAINTY
@ WEATHER CONDITIONS INTERPOLATED

B WEATHER CONDITIONS ADJUSTED
WITHOUT CONSIDERING CERTAINTY

ERROR RMS (mm)

Figure 10. Error Eg)s comparison of weather conditions (rain): adjusted Caj and interpolated CI} at
checkpoints P3, P4, P5, P8, and P'°.

The performance of the interpolation method is also included, e.g., at checkpoint P8,
the error without certainty #; is Erprs = 0.0269, which is similar to the error obtained from
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the interpolation method (Egyps = 0.0271), whereas the error considering the certainty
72 (Erpms = 0.025) is less than both.

Although the certainty of weather conditions replication can be improved further by
enhancing the adjustment model, its performance is better than IDW when the certainty
distribution function is used. The benefits of including the weather conditions certainty are
more evident in the case of rain.

In Table 12, the solar radiation adjusted Caj presents an Egjs = 0.0135; meanwhile,
the solar radiation interpolated C I% has an Egpis = 0.0130. Both errors are remarkably alike
because solar radiation denotes less dependency on weather conditions variability in a
narrow region as expected for a future soil moisture regional estimation.

Table 13 contains the comparison of wind speed results. The error from Cai is Erpms =
0.0536, and the error from Cl‘l1 is Erps = 0.0600. In this case, the adjustment model per-
forms better than IDW because of the spatial analysis of the region. Wind speed adjustment
is highly complex due to its changing conditions and the presence of natural or non-natural
barriers that block the wind. This is usually not considered with some interpolation models,
which can affect the soil moisture point estimate.

The adjustment model performs a more detailed modeling of potential evapotranspi-
ration Cag, as well as of rain Caj. These two weather conditions are the most significant
for the point estimation model because Cag denotes the amount of water that outflows
from the soil, whereas Ca} determine the water that is provided to the soil. According to
Table 14, the adjustment model results CagL present an error Egp;s = 0.0301; meanwhile, the
interpolation results CI2 present an error Egys = 0.0322.

All these errors are acceptable for the second objective of the adjustment model, i.e.,
the weather conditions applied to the point estimation model. The existing differences
between weather condition measurements (Cr}f) and weather conditions adjusted (Ca}) do
not compromise the accuracy of the soil moisture estimation. In fact, there are some
uncertainties or instrumental errors in some tests, such as A,E,F,G,H,K,L,O, P from
Table 10. An Egps = 0 can be considered because the deviation between the adjustment
model result Ca} and the weather condition measured Cm7 is lower than the accuracy of the
integrated sensor suite shown, e.g., in test A from Table 10, the deviation between Ca‘lL and
Cm‘lL is: Cm‘lL — Ca‘lL =11 —10.61 = 0.39; meanwhile, the accuracy of the ISS for temperature
is +0.5.

Furthermore, despite similar results from the adjustment model and inverse distance
weighing (IDW), or even better IDW results, such as for temperature Ca} and solar radia-
tion Ca}, the adjustment model presents two advantages over the spatial interpolation IDW
for developing the application proposed in Section 2 of this paper. The first advantage is
a better performance when adjusting an inconsistent variable such as rain. The weather
conditions certainty 7, is responsible for this result. The second is that the adjustment
model does not require deploying more than one measuring station when it is operating,
unlike interpolation methods, which need more than one measuring point to perform the
interpolation.

The adjustment model was also tested at other checkpoints, such as checkpoint P°.
Figure 11 depicts the error of weather conditions adjusted Ca}® at checkpoint P'>. Checkpoint
P is located out of the recommended adjustment range. The distance from checkpoint
PY and the different landscape features reverberate in the accuracy of the results. The
normalized errors Egps at checkpoint P! are the following:

Erms = 0.0467 for temperature.

Erms = 0.0475 for rain.

Erms = 0.0187 for solar radiation.
Erms = 0.1182 for wind speed.

Erms = 0.0386 for evapotranspiration.
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Figure 11. Errors of weather conditions adjusted Ca}® at checkpoint P°.

In the case of Ca}ill3,5 (temperature, solar radiation, and evapotranspiration), the errors
remain remarkably similar to those obtained at checkpoint P* due to the maximum increase
in the errors is 0.0085. For Ca}i 5 (rain), the error increase is 0.0266. Both error increases show
that the distance between the primary checkpoint influences weather condition adjustments
PY and the checkpoint where the adjustment is performed P”. The case of Ca}® (wind speed)
shows a remarkable increase of 0.0646 in the error. This error increase is caused not only by
the distance issue but also by the changing wind behavior conditions in a region with a
substantial amount of natural or non-natural barriers. Nevertheless, in farmland, it is not
usual to find barriers scattered along the region of interest.

Figure 12 depicts the error Egyss of the adjusted weather conditions compared with
those measured at every checkpoint. In this paper, the recommended adjusting range of the
adjustment model is 1.4 km, measured from P°. Considering the location of checkpoints
from Table A.1., the recommended adjusting range includes checkpoints P! to P'3. This
range is defined based on the error of weather conditions adjusted. Not all weather
conditions adjustments beyond this distance present a significant error. For example, the
error of Ca%5 (temperature) is Egps = 0.0447 at checkpoint P15 (22 1.5 km from PY); however,
if a weather condition with an important error (Egps > 0.1) is supplied to the point
estimation model, e.g., the error of Ca}f’ (wind speed) is Erprs = 0.1182 at checkpoint P15, an
erroneous point estimate could be obtained. The recommended adjusting range depends
on the features of the region where the adjustment is performed. A more homogeneous
region can increase the range. An adjustment region like the one presented in this paper
can be considered a small-scale region. This kind of region presents limited variations in
weather conditions but can strongly affect soil moisture. However, the adjustment model is
intended to be part of a soil moisture regional estimation where an accurate modeling of
the small variations in weather conditions is required.
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Figure 12. Error Eg);s of weather conditions adjusted Caf:m,___,S at checkpoints pr=12..17,

The integrated suite sensor utilized by the adjustment model to measure at the primary
checkpoint PO transmits the data to a console, which must be indoors; thus, the location
of PY must be at least 300 m from this console, which is the transmitting range of the
integrated sensor suite. Signal repeaters can be used if a more extensive transmitting range
is needed. The transmission is made via radio frequency; the adjustment model needs
no other connection (telephony or Internet). In addition, the primary checkpoint P? is
recommended to be located at a centric sector S(x,y), which accomplishes the condition
abovementioned. A proper location of checkpoint P directly affects the recommended
adjusting range. In this paper, a set of P"=!17 checkpoints is defined to validate the
adjustment model; however, the aim is that any sector s(x,y) can be a checkpoint when the
adjustment model is implemented.

At 1.4 km from checkpoint P?, the model is most effective for an intelligent adjustment
of weather conditions based on spatial features; however, changes that will be highlighted
in the following paragraphs can be made. Using only one integrated sensor suite in a range
of 1.4 km, the almost null maintenance needed by the measurement devices and the non-use
of measurement devices in situ throughout the region can help small farmlands reduce
the complexity (physical and financial) of measuring soil moisture. Additionally, as the
adjustment range is 1.4 km, a group of small farmlands can join to implement this method.

The appropriate size of the estimation region is related to the complexity of the ground
conditions. The more heterogeneous the region is, the less precise the estimation is, which
can be improved with the installation of another meteorological station that would create a
new estimation region adjacent to the existing one, and it can even be carried out in the
future by including remote sensing to increase the precision of the estimate and the extent
of the region if required. However, this can be seen as the collaboration of two estimation
regions. When the ground conditions change abruptly concerning those of checkpoint P°,
it is advisable to carry out the above. That is why it is essential to choose as a checkpoint a
place representative of the terrain conditions that predominate in the study region.

The model can be complemented with remote measurements of meteorological vari-
ables. This would increase the estimate’s precision in the study region; however, it would
also increase the operational complexity, i.e., the model would be more exposed to a failure
or erroneous estimation if the remote measurement units break down or are vandalized.
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Remote sensing is recommended if the study region is complex enough (heterogeneity in
terrain conditions), and it is necessary to improve the estimate’s precision and accept the
increase in operational complexity.

During one year, our team verified that the integrated sensor suite ensures the reliable
measurement of data of meteorological variables; likewise, other portable measurement
devices were used for verification. However, unreliable data from the primary checkpoint
P could be due to heterogeneity in terrain conditions; in this case, it is advisable to
evaluate if checkpoint P is a place adequately representative of the terrain conditions that
predominate in the study region. In addition, remote sensing or the collaboration of two
adjacent estimation regions can be recommended.

5. Conclusions

The adjustment model developed herein aims to determine the weather conditions
within a region to assist the point estimation for a regional estimation of soil moisture. In
the adjustment model, the weather conditions are measured at a primary checkpoint; then,
each one is adjusted according to the spatial features of each checkpoint. The adjustment of
weather conditions avoids the implementation and maintenance of a measuring network.

The adjustment model can be easily implemented at any irrigation region that fulfils
the stipulations; it is only required to introduce the new irrigation region’s satellite imagery,
the checkpoint set’s location, and the soil and crop features. The initial parameters of the
model can be refined as the approach collects more data while operating, which can be an
advantage for small farmlands where there may be no previous data. Initial parameters
must be reset if the irrigation region suffers a landscape alteration.

The results prove that the adjustment model presents a different performance for each
weather condition adjusted. Solar radiation (Ca}) presents the best performance, whereas
wind speed (Caj) displays the worst performance. The performance depends on the
modeling complexity of each weather condition. Unlike interpolation models, the model
developed introduces the certainty of weather condition replication to improve the adjust-
ment variables such as rain, whose behavior can be inconsistent within a region, e.g., the
rain (Ca%) error derived from the adjustment is Egprs = 0.0209, which is smaller than the
error Egps = 0.0239 corresponding to rain (C I%) derived from an interpolation method.
Moreover, in some tests, uncertainties such as ISS accuracy do not allow for determining
which approach performs better. The performance of the adjustment model is generally
similar to or better than the performance of the interpolation method. However, the fuzzy
approach utilized in this model does not require more than one measuring checkpoint,
unlike interpolation methods, which do require that; this is an excellent advantage accord-
ing to the aim of this paper. Overall, the results demonstrate that despite the existence
of a negligible error, the weather condition adjustments avoid measuring them at every
checkpoint within an adjusting range; in this case, 1.4 km from checkpoint P°. As a result,
the adjustment model of this paper and the previously published point estimation model
would integrate an automatic regional estimation of soil moisture, which only requires the
irrigation region data and a reduced number of measurements.
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Appendix A. Checkpoint Location

The location (x;,y,) of checkpoints P*=%1R for the region of interest is defined in
Table Al.

Table Al. Checkpoint location s(x;, yy).

C;,‘iﬁﬁ??jﬁ‘t Location (x:,y,) Cll;,if)li?o,l; t Location (x,,y,)
po (21,5) r? (5,28)
pl (14,9) p1o (38,29)
P2 (26,14) pi (24,32)
p3 (31,16) p12 (17,33)
p* (21,17) p13 (12,36)
P> (11,22) pl4 (30,40)
po (22,23) p15 (37,41)
P? (35,23) ple (19,42)
p8 (29,28) pYv (21,48)

Appendix B. Image Processing

The image analysis is commonly used to extract landscape features through a com-
bination of algorithms, filters, and techniques [51-53]. Some of these landscape features
widely identified are the water content of soil [21,54,55], vegetation of an area [56-58], and
buildings and roads [59,60].

Some of the algorithms used to extract landscape features are red, green, and blue
(RGB) conversion to International Commission of Lighting color space CIE Lxaxbx [21], [58]
and color band segmentation with contrast enhancement [55,56].

CIE Lx*axbx* color space is widely used due to it correlating to color numeric values
with visual human color perception. This color space proposes that it is not possible for a
color to be red and green at the same time, or to be blue and yellow at the same time. L*
determines the luminosity of a color, a* defines whether it contains red or green, and b*
denotes if it is yellow or blue. CIE L*a*b* allows for distinguishing objects from an image
according to its color.

Regarding color band segmentation, there are other algorithms such as the contrast
enhancement of color images through decorrelation of color band images. This process
is based on obtaining the principle component of an image when color bands are corre-
lated [47]. Hence, through a decorrelation, colors are overstated, which allows for an easier
color segmentation. The image is transformed to the principle components without any
dependence of contrast stretching derived from transformation. Afterwards, the stretch
image is changed back to the approximate original axes based on the inverse of the principle
component rotation [61].

Appendix C. Complementary Figures

The ] = 5 membership functions used for fuzzifying each weather condition C?_,,

are depicted in Figure Ala and their parameters are defined for each variable C?:1 5 pin
Table 4. Figure Alb illustrates the output membership functions A,—123 . o Corresp'oﬁo,ﬁng
to each steady adjustment factor «, ; derived from landscape adjustment. Also, Figure Alb can
be used for depicting the shape of output membership functions wy—1 73, o corresponding
to each variable adjustment factor j, ;, derived from variable adjustment.
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Figure Al. (a) Membership functions of fuzzy weather conditions vector C; (v;). (b) Output’s (a, ;)

membership functions.

Figure A2 depicts the aggregation of a fuzzy rule set as defined in Equation (28). The
output membership functions are delimited by the maximum value of each Ap—123 o
derived from the assessment of the rule set of each output a, ;. The resulting aggregated
area (indicated in yellow in Figure A2 is defuzzied as in Equation (30).

Outeur
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Figure A2. Aggregation for output «, ;.
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