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Abstract

Repeated-root constacyclic codes form an important class of algebraic error-correcting
codes, combining the cyclic symmetry of constacyclic codes with the additional multiplicity
structure produced by repeated roots. These multiplicities are usually a source of technical
difficulty in distance analysis; in this paper, we use them instead as controllable design
parameters. Let q = pm, let n be prime to p, and let λ ∈ F∗

q . We study repeated-root
λ-constacyclic codes of length nps obtained by lifting the half-cyclotomic defining sets.
Writing λ = λ

ps

0 gives xnps − λ = (xn − λ0)
ps

; hence every code is determined by a
multiplicity profile e : Γ → 0, 1, . . . , ps on the set Γ of q-cyclotomic coset leaders in Zn,r,
where r = ord(λ0). Equivalently, e determines a nested sequence of simple-root defining
sets Tps−1 ⊆ · · · ⊆ T0 ⊆ Zn,r. The main result is a layerwise distance formula: if Ct is the
simple-root code defined by Tt and Pt = ∏j(tj + 1) for the p-adic expansion t = ∑j tj pj,
then dH(C(e)) = min0≤t<ps PtdH(Ct). This reduces the repeated-root distance problem to
certified distance information for the simple-root layers. Combining the formula with the
half-cyclotomic bounds in the two-coset-size case gives explicit certified lower bounds
for complete families of repeated-root codes. We also formulate a verified refined layer
bound, prove a conditional half-rate family theorem with distance growth at least a constant
multiple of N/ logq N for N = nps, and give a lifting criterion for transferring certified
simple-root parameters to the repeated-root setting. The construction is carried out for the
length families n = (qρ − 1)/(rσ), n = Φρb(q), and n = Φρ1ρ2(q).

Keywords: constacyclic codes; repeated-root codes; cyclotomic cosets; Hamming distance;
half-cyclotomic defining sets; optimal codes; best-known codes

MSC: 94B15; 94B05; 11T71; 12E20

1. Introduction
Constacyclic codes form a central class of algebraic linear codes over finite fields.

They contain cyclic and negacyclic codes as the special cases λ = 1 and λ = −1, respec-
tively. Let q be a prime power and let Fq be the finite field with q elements. A linear
code C ⊆ FN

q is called λ-constacyclic, where λ ∈ F∗
q , if (c0, c1, . . . , cN−1) ∈ C implies

(λcN−1, c0, . . . , cN−2) ∈ C. Under the usual polynomial representation, λ-constacyclic
codes of length N over Fq are precisely the ideals of Fq[x]/⟨xN − λ⟩. Thus each such code is
generated by a divisor of xN − λ when the ambient ring is principal. This ideal-theoretic de-
scription makes constacyclic codes a tractable and useful framework for studying generator
polynomials, defining sets, duality, and distance bounds [1–3].
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Constacyclic and related structured codes have been studied from several perspectives.
They have been used to construct new linear codes [4], locally repairable codes [5], quantum
MDS codes [6], and MDS or pseudo-cyclic families [7–9]. Algorithmic equivalence questions
were considered in [10], while quasi-cyclic and quasi-twisted constructions have also
produced many good linear codes [11]. Recent related works include five infinite families
of binary cyclic codes with parameters [n, k], where (n − 6)/3 ≤ k ≤ 2(n + 6)/3, together
with binary duadic and self-dual codes having square-root-like distance lower bounds [12];
two classes of q-ary constacyclic codes with variable parameters [(qm − 1)/r, k, d] [13]; self-
dual negacyclic codes with variable lengths and square-root-like lower bounds [14]; 2s-ary
generalizations of the Tang–Ding cyclic and duadic constructions [15]; two near-half-rate
ternary cyclic families of length 3m − 1 with d ≥ 6(3(m−1)/2 − 1) + 1 and d ≥ 3(m−1)/2 − 1,
together with binary cyclic codes [2m − 1, 2m−1, d ≥ 7 · 2(m−3)/2 + 1]2 [16]; and sharper
minimum-distance lower bounds for binary BCH codes and their ternary analogues [17].
Grassl’s database remains a standard reference for comparing the parameters of linear and
quantum codes [18].

When gcd(N, q) = 1, the polynomial xN − λ is square-free, and the corresponding
codes are called simple-root constacyclic codes. In this case, defining sets give a direct
description of generator polynomials, dimensions, duals, and BCH-type lower bounds. If λ

has multiplicative order r, then the defining positions of a simple-root λ-constacyclic code
of length n lie in Zn,r = {1 + ir : 0 ≤ i ≤ n − 1} ⊆ Z/(nr)Z. The defining set is a union of
q-cyclotomic cosets in Zn,r, and the arithmetic of these cosets is essential in the construction
and analysis of simple-root cyclic, negacyclic, and constacyclic codes [19,20].

A particularly important direction concerns cyclic and constacyclic codes whose
dimensions are close to one half of the length and whose minimum distances exceed square-
root-type lower ranges. This direction is related to the long-standing question of whether
cyclic codes can form an asymptotically good family [21]. Tang and Ding constructed
binary cyclic codes with parameters [n, (n + 1)/2] and good minimum distances [22].
Later developments produced further cyclic and constacyclic families with strong lower
bounds and good parameters [23–25]. The simple-root construction of [26], based on
selecting approximately half of the q-cyclotomic cosets in suitable coset-size classes, is the
main simple-root input for the present paper. We use this input only through rigorously
established simple-root distance certificates; heuristic or experimentally suggested distances
are not treated as certified bounds unless they are independently verified.

The repeated-root case is more delicate. If the characteristic p divides the length, then
xN − λ has repeated irreducible factors, and the minimum distance is no longer controlled
by a single ordinary simple-root defining set. The fundamental distance reduction principle
for repeated-root cyclic codes was established in [27]. Repeated-root cyclic and constacyclic
codes with optimal or best-known parameters were recently studied in [28,29]. These
works show that repeated-root structures can produce strong parameters, provided that
the multiplicities of the irreducible factors are handled carefully.

The precise novelty of this paper is to make these multiplicities part of the design,
rather than treating them only as a complication of the repeated-root ambient ring. The
aim of this paper is to combine the half-cyclotomic simple-root philosophy with repeated-
root multiplicity design. Throughout the paper, q = pm, gcd(n, p) = 1, and λ = λ

ps

0 .
Hence, xnps − λ = (xn − λ0)

ps
. Let Γ be the set of q-cyclotomic coset leaders in Zn,r,

where r = ord(λ0). A repeated-root λ-constacyclic code of length nps is determined by a
multiplicity profile e : Γ → {0, 1, . . . , ps}. Equivalently, such a profile determines a nested
chain of simple-root defining sets Tps−1 ⊆ Tps−2 ⊆ · · · ⊆ T1 ⊆ T0, where Tt consists of
those cyclotomic cosets whose multiplicity is greater than t. This layer viewpoint is the
main structural device of the paper.
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The key point is that we do not merely lift one simple-root constacyclic code uniformly
to repeated-root length. A uniform lift may create trivial layers whose minimum distance is
1, thereby weakening the repeated-root distance. Instead, we allow nonuniform multiplicity
profiles. Different cyclotomic cosets may survive through different repeated-root levels,
and different levels may carry different half-cyclotomic defining sets. In this way, the
dimension is controlled by the total size of the layers, while the distance is controlled by
the weakest scaled layer distance.

The first contribution is a profile-theoretic description of repeated-root constacyclic
codes of length nps. In Proposition 1, we prove that multiplicity profiles are equiva-
lent to nested chains of simple-root defining sets, and in Proposition 2, we obtain the
dimension formula

dimFq C(e) = nps − ∑
i∈Γ

ei|Ci| = nps −
ps−1

∑
t=0

|Tt(e)|. (1)

Here Ci denotes the q-cyclotomic coset represented by i ∈ Γ, and Tt(e) is the union of those
cosets whose multiplicity is strictly larger than t. This formula is the basic dimension-
control mechanism used throughout the paper.

The second contribution is the repeated-root distance reduction theorem. Theorem 4
shows that if Ct(e) is the simple-root constacyclic code determined by the layer Tt(e) and
t = ∑j tj pj is the p-adic expansion of t, then

dH(C(e)) = min
0≤t<ps

Pt dH(Ct(e)), Pt = ∏
j
(tj + 1). (2)

The factor Pt is the Hamming weight of (xn − λ0)
t in characteristic p, equivalently the

Castagnoli–Massey–Schoeller–Seemann p-adic weight factor attached to the repeated-root
layer t. Thus the Hamming distance of a repeated-root code of length nps is computed
from the distances of its simple-root layers of length n, weighted by explicit p-adic factors.

The third contribution is the construction of half-cyclotomic repeated-root constacyclic
codes. In Definition 7 and Theorem 5, these codes are obtained by choosing the layers
Tt as nested initial half-cyclotomic defining sets. Initial segments are used because they
preserve the natural ordering of the half-cyclotomic coset classes and give nested layers
with explicit dimension and distance certificates. In the two-coset-size case, where the coset
sizes are ℓ < m and the t-th layer contains aℓ,t cosets of size ℓ and am,t cosets of size m, with
aℓ,t, am,t ≥ 0, the dimension becomes

dimFq CHC = nps −
ps−1

∑
t=0

(
ℓaℓ,t + mam,t

)
. (3)

Hence the dimension can be designed explicitly by deciding how many cosets from each
size class appear at each repeated-root level.

The fourth contribution is a layerwise lower-bound method for the minimum distance.
Theorem 6 proves that if ∆(Tt) is any certified lower bound for the simple-root layer
C(Tt), then

dH(C(e)) ≥ min
0≤t<ps

Pt ∆(Tt). (4)

By a certified lower bound, we mean a rigorously proved lower bound, such as a BCH-
type, Hartmann–Tzeng-type, Roos-type, half-cyclotomic, or exact computationally verified
distance bound. Non-monotone numerical estimates or heuristic simulations are not used
as certificates unless they are converted into rigorous lower bounds. In particular, the
lower bounds from the half-cyclotomic simple-root construction of [26] can be inserted
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layer by layer. The same framework also allows BCH bounds, exact computed distances, or
table-certified simple-root distances to be used at different layers.

The fifth contribution is the realization of the construction for explicit arithmetic length
families, including n = (qρ − 1)/(rσ), n = Φρb(q), and n = Φρ1ρ2(q). Here ρ, ρ1, ρ2 denote
primes controlling the cyclotomic factor involved, b ≥ 1 is an exponent in the prime-power
cyclotomic family, and σ is a divisor parameter chosen so that the length is integral and
compatible with the constacyclic order r. For these families, the repeated-root parameters
are determined by the arithmetic distribution of the q-cyclotomic cosets in Zn,r, rather than
by a formal length extension alone.

Finally, we derive a conditional half-rate consequence and lifting criteria for optimal,
best-known, and record-breaking codes. Under suitable uniform layer-distance hypotheses,
balanced half-cyclotomic chains give repeated-root families with dimension dimFq C

(n)
HC =

nps/2 + o(nps) and distance bounded below by a logarithmic-type expression of order
N/ logq N, where N = nps. This half-rate statement is conditional on the stated layer-
distance hypotheses; these hypotheses are not asserted to hold automatically for every
admissible profile. We also give criteria for lifting simple-root layers with known or best-
known parameters to repeated-root constacyclic codes, allowing comparison with standard
code tables and recent repeated-root constructions [18,28,29]. When the lifted parameters
meet a proved upper bound, we call the resulting code optimal; otherwise, improvements
over available tables are described as best-known or record-breaking.

The paper is organized as follows. Section 2 fixes notation and recalls the simple-
root input. Section 3 develops multiplicity profiles, associated simple-root layers, and the
half-cyclotomic repeated-root construction. Section 4 proves the repeated-root distance
reduction theorem. Section 5 gives the layerwise lower bounds. Section 6 treats half-rate
families and explicit arithmetic length families. Section 7 discusses lifting optimal and
best-known simple-root layers. Section 8 gives numerical illustrations and comparisons,
including the discussion of scope and limitations in Section 8.1. Section 9 concludes the
paper and outlines future directions.

2. Preliminaries
This section fixes the notation used throughout the paper and records the simple-root

input that will later be lifted to the repeated-root setting. The basic point is that xnps − λ is
obtained from xn − λ0 by raising each irreducible factor to the ps-th power. Thus the usual
cyclotomic-coset description of simple-root constacyclic codes remains available, but each
coset now carries a multiplicity. Throughout the paper, a lower bound is called certified only
when it follows from a proved distance theorem or from an exact verified computation.

Throughout, q = pm is a prime power with characteristic p. The integer n satisfies
gcd(n, p) = 1, and s is a positive integer (the repeated-root exponent). Let r | q − 1 and let
λ0 ∈ F∗

q have multiplicative order r. Set λ = λ
ps

0 . Because the Frobenius map a 7→ aps
is

an automorphism of Fq, this relation is always valid and determines the constacyclic shift
attached to λ. Hence

xnps − λ = (xn − λ0)
ps

. (5)

Thus xn − λ0 is the simple-root base polynomial, while ps records the repeated-root multi-
plicity.

All cyclotomic cosets below are q-cyclotomic cosets modulo nr. In explicit length
families we denote auxiliary primes by ρ, ρ1, ρ2 to avoid confusion with the characteristic p.
Definitions 1–4 fix the simple-root notation used throughout, while Assumption 1 specifies
the two-coset-size regime used in the main bounds.
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Definition 1. Let Zn,r = 1 + ir : 0 ≤ i ≤ n − 1 ⊆ Z/(nr)Z. For i ∈ Zn,r, the q-cyclotomic
coset of i modulo nr is Ci = C(q,nr)

i = iqj mod nr : j ≥ 0. The smallest positive representative of
Ci is its coset leader. Write Γ = Γ(q, n, r) for the set of coset leaders that lie in Zn,r.

Let β be a primitive nr-th root of unity with βn = λ0. For i ∈ Γ define Mi(x) =

∏j∈Ci
(x − βj) ∈ Fq[x], so that

xn − λ0 = ∏
i∈Γ

Mi(x) (6)

is the factorization into distinct irreducibles. Raising each factor to the ps-th power gives
the repeated-root factorization of xnps − λ.

Definition 2. Let T ⊆ Zn,r be a union of whole cyclotomic cosets. The simple-root λ0-constacyclic
code with defining set T is

C(T) =
〈

∏
Ci⊆T

Mi(x)
〉
⊆ Fq[x]/⟨xn − λ0⟩. (7)

If T = ∅, then C(T) = Fn
q and we set dH(C(T)) = 1.

Definition 3. For a positive integer l, let Γl = i ∈ Γ : |Ci| = l, ; Nl = |Γl |. When Nl > 0, list the
elements of Γl increasingly: Γl = δ

(l)
1 < δ

(l)
2 < · · · < δ

(l)
Nl

.

Initial segments are used because they preserve nestedness of the later repeated-root
layers and allow the available half-cyclotomic distance bounds to be applied directly.

Definition 4. For each l with Nl > 0, define

H−
l =

⌊Nl/2⌋⋃
j=1

C
δ
(l)
j

, ; H+
l =

⌈Nl /2⌉⋃
j=1

C
δ
(l)
j

. (8)

The lower and upper half-cyclotomic defining sets are H− =
⋃

l H−
l , ; H+ =

⋃
l H+

l . More
generally, a defining set of the form

⋃
l
⋃al

j=1 C
δ
(l)
j

with 0 ≤ al ≤ Nl is called an initial half-

cyclotomic defining set.

The strongest distance estimates are available when exactly two distinct coset
sizes occur.

Assumption 1. The triple (q, n, r) satisfies the two-coset-size hypothesis if there exist positive
integers l < m such that |Ci| : i ∈ Zn,r = l, m. Under this hypothesis, the number of cosets of the

larger size is Nm =
n−gcd(n,(ql−1)/r)

m , provided the arithmetic conditions that guarantee exactly
two sizes hold.

The following simple-root input from [26] is used later only under the stated two-
coset-size hypothesis and with the half-cyclotomic ordering by coset leaders.

Theorem 1 ([26]). Assume that the q-cyclotomic cosets in Zn,r have exactly two sizes ℓ < m. Let
Nℓ and Nm denote the numbers of cosets of sizes ℓ and m, respectively. Let T+ be the defining set
obtained by taking the first ⌈Nℓ/2⌉ cosets of size ℓ and the first ⌈Nm/2⌉ cosets of size m, ordered
increasingly by their coset leaders. Then dH(C(T+)) ≥

⌊
qNm

2(q−1)

⌋
.

For later layers, we also use the following standard BCH-type certificate. It summarizes
the proof idea behind the consecutive-run lower bounds used throughout the paper.
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Theorem 2. Let T ⊆ Zn,r be a union of q-cyclotomic cosets, and let C(T) be the corresponding
simple-root λ0-constacyclic code. Let L(T) be the largest integer L ≥ 0 such that {1, 1 + r, . . . , 1 +
(L − 1)r} ⊆ T. Then dH(C(T)) ≥ L(T) + 1. In particular, for the upper half-cyclotomic defining
set T+, one has dH(C(T+)) ≥ L(T+) + 1. Consequently, whenever this consecutive-run value
improves the lower bound in Theorem 1, it may be used as the stronger certified layer bound.
All such bounds are used only as certified lower bounds; equality is not assumed unless it is
verified separately.

Proof. This is the BCH bound for constacyclic codes. If the defining set contains the consec-
utive positions 1, 1 + r, . . . , 1 + (L − 1)r, then the generator polynomial has the correspond-
ing L consecutive roots β, β1+r, . . . , β1+(L−1)r. The BCH bound gives dH(C(T)) ≥ L + 1.
Taking L = L(T) proves the result.

3. Multiplicity Profiles and Half-Cyclotomic Construction
The central object of the paper is a multiplicity profile. In the simple-root setting a

cyclotomic coset is either present or absent from the defining set. In the repeated-root
setting it may occur with any multiplicity between 0 and ps. The profile is therefore best
viewed as a nested sequence of simple-root layers, and these layers are the objects to which
the half-cyclotomic distance bounds will be applied.

Definition 5. A multiplicity profile is a map e : Γ → {0, 1, . . . , ps}, i 7→ ei. Here ei is the
exponent assigned to the irreducible factor Mi(x) corresponding to the coset representative i ∈ Γ.
The corresponding repeated-root λ-constacyclic code of length nps is

C(e) =
〈
∏
i∈Γ

Mi(x)ei
〉
⊆ Fq[x]/⟨xnps − λ⟩. (9)

By (5) and (6), one has xnps − λ = ∏i∈Γ Mi(x)ps
. Since Fq[x]/⟨xnps − λ⟩ is a principal

ideal ring, every repeated-root λ-constacyclic code of length nps is generated by a monic
divisor of xnps − λ. Hence each such code is uniquely of the form C(e) for a multiplicity
profile e.

Definition 6. For a multiplicity profile e and 0 ≤ t < ps, define Tt(e) =
⋃

i∈Γ
ei>t

Ci ⊆ Zn,r. The

integer t is the layer index, and Tt(e) consists exactly of the cosets whose multiplicity is strictly
larger than t. The t-th associated simple-root layer is the simple-root code Ct(e) = C(Tt(e)) ⊆
Fq[x]/⟨xn − λ0⟩.

Definition 6 is the link between multiplicities and the nested defining sets reconstructed
in Proposition 1.

Thus a coset Ci appears in layer t precisely when its multiplicity exceeds t; larger
multiplicity means persistence through more layers.

Proposition 1. Let e : Γ → {0, 1, . . . , ps} be a multiplicity profile. Then the sets Tt(e) form a
nested chain Tps−1(e) ⊆ Tps−2(e) ⊆ · · · ⊆ T1(e) ⊆ T0(e). Moreover, e is uniquely determined
by this chain via

ei = #{t : 0 ≤ t < ps, Ci ⊆ Tt(e)}. (10)

Conversely, every nested chain

Tps−1 ⊆ Tps−2 ⊆ · · · ⊆ T1 ⊆ T0 (11)
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of unions of q-cyclotomic cosets in Zn,r arises uniquely in this way. Hence multiplicity profiles are
in bijection with such nested chains.

Proof. If Ci ⊆ Tt+1(e), then ei > t + 1, and hence ei > t. Thus Ci ⊆ Tt(e). Since the
sets Tt(e) are unions of whole cyclotomic cosets, this gives Tt+1(e) ⊆ Tt(e) for every
0 ≤ t < ps − 1, proving the nesting.

For fixed i ∈ Γ, one has Ci ⊆ Tt(e) ⇐⇒ ei > t. Therefore the admissible values of t are
exactly 0, 1, . . . , ei − 1 if ei > 0, and there are none if ei = 0. Hence their number is ei, which
proves (10). Thus the chain determines the profile uniquely.

Conversely, assume (11) is a nested chain of unions of q-cyclotomic cosets. For each
i ∈ Γ, define ei by the right-hand side of (10). Then 0 ≤ ei ≤ ps, so e is a multiplicity
profile. We show that its associated layers are the prescribed sets. Fix i ∈ Γ and put
Ai = {t : 0 ≤ t < ps, Ci ⊆ Tt}. By nesting, if t ∈ Ai and 0 ≤ u ≤ t, then u ∈ Ai. Hence
Ai is an initial interval of {0, 1, . . . , ps − 1}, namely Ai = {0, 1, . . . , ei − 1}, with the usual
interpretation that this set is empty when ei = 0. Consequently, Ci ⊆ Tt ⇐⇒ ei > t. Since
each Tt is a union of whole cyclotomic cosets, it follows that

Tt =
⋃
i∈Γ

Ci⊆Tt

Ci =
⋃
i∈Γ
ei>t

Ci = Tt(e)

for every 0 ≤ t < ps. Thus the chain is recovered from the profile e. The two constructions
are inverse to each other, and the desired bijection follows.

Proposition 2. For the repeated-root code C(e),

dimFq C(e) = nps − ∑
i∈Γ

ei|Ci|. (12)

Equivalently, in terms of the associated layers,

dimFq C(e) = nps −
ps−1

∑
t=0

|Tt(e)|. (13)

Proof. Let ge(x) = ∏i Mi(x)ei and write xnps − λ = gehe. Multiplication by ge induces
an Fq-linear isomorphism Fq[x]/⟨he⟩ ∼= C(e), so dim C(e) = deg he = nps − deg ge. Since
deg Mi = |Ci|, we have deg ge = ∑i ei|Ci|, giving (12).

For (13), note |Tt(e)| = ∑ei>t |Ci|. Summing over t yields ∑t |Tt(e)| = ∑i ei|Ci|, which
inserted into (12) gives (13).

The layer form (13) is central for the construction: the dimension is controlled by the
total size of the nested defining sets. In the next section, the minimum distance will be
governed by the weakest scaled layer distance, providing the essential mechanism of the
repeated-root half-cyclotomic construction.

4. The Repeated-Root Distance Reduction Theorem
This section proves the distance mechanism behind the construction. Although the

repeated-root code has length nps, its Hamming distance is controlled by simple-root codes
of length n. Passing from the repeated-root code to the t-th simple-root layer introduces
the p-adic multiplier Pt. This is the bridge that allows simple-root bounds to be inserted
into a repeated-root distance formula.

Throughout this section, the Hamming weight of a residue class in Fq[x]/⟨xnps − λ⟩
means the Hamming weight of its unique representative of degree < nps.
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For 0 ≤ t < ps, write its p-adic expansion as t = ∑s−1
j=0 tj pj, where 0 ≤ tj ≤ p − 1, and

define Pt = ∏s−1
j=0(tj + 1).

Since deg(xn − λ0)
t = nt < nps, no reduction occurs in the quotient. By Lucas’

theorem, the number of nonzero binomial coefficients in the expansion of (xn − λ0)
t is

exactly Pt. Thus wtH
(
(xn − λ0)

t) = Pt.
We shall use the following form of the repeated-root distance formula of Castagnoli–

Massey–Schoeller–Seemann.

Theorem 3 ([27]). Let π = xn − λ0, and let C be an ideal of Fq[x]/⟨πps⟩. For 0 ≤ t < ps, define

Tort(C) = {ā ∈ Fq[x]/⟨π⟩ : there exists a lift a ∈ Fq[x] of ā such that πta ∈ C}.

Then
dH(C) = min

0≤t<ps
{wtH(π

t), dH(Tort(C))}.

Theorem 4. Let C(e) be the repeated-root λ-constacyclic code defined by the multiplicity profile
e : Γ → {0, 1, . . . , ps}, namely C(e) = ⟨∏i∈Γ Mi(x)ei ⟩ ⊆ Fq[x]/⟨xnps − λ⟩. For 0 ≤ t < ps,
set Tt(e) =

⋃
i∈Γ
ei>t

Ci and let Ct(e) = C(Tt(e)) ⊆ Fq[x]/⟨xn − λ0⟩ be the associated simple-

root layer. If t = ∑s−1
j=0 tj pj, with 0 ≤ tj ≤ p − 1, and Pt = ∏s−1

j=0(tj + 1), then dH(C(e)) =

min0≤t<ps{Pt, dH(Ct(e))}.

Proof. Put π = xn − λ0. Then xnps − λ = πps
. Let Rs = Fq[x]/⟨πps⟩, R0 = Fq[x]/⟨π⟩.

Thus Rs is the repeated-root ambient ring and R0 is the corresponding simple-root
ambient ring.

By Theorem 3, it is enough to identify the torsion layers of C(e) and compute the
weights wtH(π

t).
Since π = xn − λ0 = ∏i∈Γ Mi(x), the Chinese remainder theorem gives Rs ∼=

∏i∈Γ Fq[x]/⟨Mi(x)ps⟩, R0 ∼= ∏i∈Γ Fq[x]/⟨Mi(x)⟩. Under this decomposition, the ideal C(e) =
⟨∏i∈Γ Mi(x)ei⟩ corresponds componentwise to ∏i∈Γ⟨Mi(x)ei⟩ ⊆ ∏i∈Γ Fq[x]/⟨Mi(x)ps⟩.
Moreover, in the i-th component, πt is a unit multiple of Mi(x)t, since the factors Mj(x),
j ̸= i, are units modulo Mi(x)ps

.
Let ā ∈ R0, and write its i-th component as āi ∈ Fq[x]/⟨Mi(x)⟩. The condition

ā ∈ Tort(C(e)) is equivalent, component by component, to the existence of a lift ai such that
Mi(x)tai ∈ ⟨Mi(x)ei ⟩ in Fq[x]/⟨Mi(x)ps⟩. If ei ≤ t, there is no restriction on āi. If ei > t,
then ai must be divisible by Mi(x), and hence āi = 0 modulo Mi(x). Therefore, the torsion
layer has zeros precisely in the components with ei > t. Hence Tort(C(e)) = C(Tt(e)) =
Ct(e).

It remains to compute wtH(π
t). Since 0 ≤ t < ps, the polynomial πt = (xn − λ0)

t has
degree nt < nps, so its coefficient support is not changed by reduction modulo xnps − λ.
Expanding gives πt = ∑t

k=0 (
t
k)(−λ0)

t−kxnk. Since λ0 ̸= 0, the nonzero coefficients are
exactly those for which (t

k) ̸≡ 0 (mod p). By Lucas’ theorem, if t = ∑s−1
j=0 tj pj and k =

∑s−1
j=0 k j pj, then (t

k) ̸≡ 0 (mod p) ⇐⇒ k j ≤ tj for all j. Thus the number of nonzero

binomial coefficients is ∏s−1
j=0(tj + 1) = Pt. The monomials xnk, 0 ≤ k ≤ t < ps, have

distinct exponents between 0 and nps − 1, so their supports do not overlap. Therefore,
wtH(π

t) = Pt. Substituting Tort(C(e)) = Ct(e) and wtH(π
t) = Pt into Theorem 3 gives

dH(C(e)) = min0≤t<ps{Pt, dH(Ct(e))}. This completes the proof.

The next auxiliary function records the smallest possible p-adic factor Pt among all
layers t ≥ ℓ. It is useful when a profile is optimized over a range of repeated-root levels
rather than by checking every value of t separately.
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Proposition 3. For each ℓ = 0, 1, . . . , ps define

Ms(ℓ) =


(

p + 1 −
⌊

plogp(ps−ℓ)⌋) ps−1−⌊logp(ps−ℓ)⌋, 0 ≤ ℓ < ps,

+∞, ℓ = ps.
(14)

Then minℓ≤t<ps Pt = Ms(ℓ).

Proof. If ℓ = ps, the interval [ℓ, ps) is empty, and the convention Ms(ps) = +∞ applies.
Assume 0 ≤ ℓ < ps and put h = ps − ℓ. Write h = cpa + rh, 1 ≤ c ≤ p − 1, 0 ≤ rh < pa,
where a = ⌊logp h⌋ and c = ⌊h/pa⌋. Equivalently, c = ⌊plogp h⌋. Since cpa ≤ h < (c + 1)pa,
we have ps − (c + 1)pa < ℓ ≤ ps − cpa. Set t0 = ps − cpa. Then ℓ ≤ t0 < ps, and the base-p
digits of t0 are 0 below position a, p − c in position a, and p − 1 above position a. Hence
Pt0 = (p − c + 1)ps−a−1. Thus minℓ≤t<ps Pt ≤ (p − c + 1)ps−a−1.

Conversely, let ℓ ≤ t < ps and write u = ps − t. Then 1 ≤ u ≤ h. If u = bpa with
1 ≤ b ≤ c, then the base-p digits of ps − u give Pt = (p − b + 1)ps−a−1 ≥ (p − c + 1)ps−a−1.
If u = bpa + ru with 0 ≤ b ≤ c and 0 < ru < pa, then the digits above position a of
ps − u are all p − 1, the digit in position a contributes at least p − b, and the lower a digits
represent the positive integer pa − ru; therefore their contribution to the product Pt is at least
2. Hence Pt ≥ 2(p − b)ps−a−1 ≥ (p − c + 1)ps−a−1, where the last inequality follows from
b ≤ c ≤ p − 1. Therefore Pt ≥ (p − c + 1)ps−a−1 for every t ∈ [ℓ, ps). Combining the two
inequalities gives minℓ≤t<ps Pt = (p − c + 1)ps−a−1. Substituting h = ps − ℓ, a = ⌊logp h⌋,

and c = ⌊plogp h⌋ gives exactly Ms(ℓ).

The role of Proposition 3 is auxiliary: it is useful when one wants to optimize a profile
over a range of levels rather than inspect every p-adic value Pt separately. The same
expression applies here because the p-adic weight of (xn − λ0)

t is independent of the
particular constacyclic shift.

Half-Cyclotomic Repeated-Root Construction

We now impose the half-cyclotomic ordering on the associated layers. Each layer is
an initial union of cyclotomic cosets within each size class, and the resulting nested chain
determines the repeated-root multiplicities. Initial segments are used because they preserve
nestedness of the repeated-root layers and allow the available half-cyclotomic distance
certificates to be applied layer by layer.

Definition 7. A nested chain Tps−1 ⊆ Tps−2 ⊆ · · · ⊆ T1 ⊆ T0 of unions of q-cyclotomic cosets
in Zn,r is called half-cyclotomic if, for each 0 ≤ t < ps and each coset-size class ℓ, there exists
an integer aℓ,t ∈ {0, 1, . . . , Nℓ} such that Tt =

⋃
ℓ
⋃aℓ,t

j=1 C
δ
(ℓ)
j

. Here aℓ,t is the number of cosets

of size ℓ selected in the t-th layer. Equivalently, Tt is obtained by taking an initial segment of the
ordered cosets in every size class. The nesting condition translates to aℓ,t+1 ≤ aℓ,t for every ℓ and
0 ≤ t < ps − 1.

Construction 1. Let (Tt)0≤t<ps be a nested half-cyclotomic chain with parameters (aℓ,t). Define
a multiplicity profile by ei = #{t : 0 ≤ t < ps, Ci ⊆ Tt}, i ∈ Γ. The associated half-cyclotomic
repeated-root code is

CHC = C(e) =
〈
∏
i∈Γ

Mi(x)ei
〉
⊆ Fq[x]/⟨xnps − λ⟩. (15)

This construction admits two equivalent interpretations. From the simple-root side,
one chooses a nested tower of half-cyclotomic defining sets and records how long each
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coset remains present. From the repeated-root side, one starts with the multiplicities ei and
recovers the layers by the threshold rule ei > t. This equivalence is the mechanism that
allows the simple-root half-cyclotomic distance bounds to be applied level by level in the
repeated-root distance formula.

Theorem 5. Let CHC be the code associated with the nested half-cyclotomic chain (Tt)0≤t<ps , and

write Tt =
⋃
ℓ
⋃aℓ,t

j=1 C
δ
(ℓ)
j

. Then dimFq CHC = nps − ∑
ps−1
t=0 ∑ℓ ℓ aℓ,t. In particular, under the

two-coset-size hypothesis with coset sizes ℓ < m, this becomes dimFq CHC = nps − ∑
ps−1
t=0

(
ℓ aℓ,t +

m am,t
)
.

Proof. By Construction 1, the code CHC is the repeated-root code C(e) attached to the
multiplicity profile ei = #{t : 0 ≤ t < ps, Ci ⊆ Tt}. By the layer reconstruction result
(Proposition 1), the associated simple-root layers of C(e) are precisely the prescribed sets Tt.
Hence the dimension formula for multiplicity profiles (Proposition 2) gives dimFq CHC =

nps − ∑
ps−1
t=0 |Tt|. It remains to compute |Tt| from the half-cyclotomic parameters. For fixed

t, the set Tt is a disjoint union of whole q-cyclotomic cosets. In the coset-size class ℓ, it
contains exactly C

δ
(ℓ)
1

, . . . , C
δ
(ℓ)
aℓ,t

, each of cardinality ℓ. Therefore the contribution of this size

class to |Tt| is ℓ aℓ,t. Summing over all coset-size classes yields |Tt| = ∑ℓ ℓ aℓ,t. Substituting
this into the dimension formula gives the first stated expression. If only two coset sizes
ℓ < m occur, the inner sum reduces to the two terms ℓ aℓ,t + m am,t, which proves the special
case.

5. Main Lower Bounds
The previous section reduced the repeated-root distance problem to the distances of

the simple-root layers, weighted by the factors Pt. We now turn this identity into usable
lower bounds by inserting certified simple-root information. Thus, the results in this
section should be read as layerwise consequences of Theorem 4: whenever a layer distance
is known exactly, the corresponding term is exact; otherwise, only a certified lower bound
is used.

In particular, the half-cyclotomic bound from Theorem 1 is applied only to the lower or
upper half-cyclotomic layers for which its hypotheses hold. For arbitrary initial layers, we
use a verified BCH run, an exact computed distance, or another certified simple-root bound.

Let T ⊆ Zn,r be a union of q-cyclotomic cosets. A number ∆(T) is called a certified
lower bound for C(T) if dH(C(T)) ≥ ∆(T). We use the conventions ∆(∅) = 1 and
∆(Zn,r) = +∞. Thus the estimates in this section are lower bounds unless exact layer
distances are known.

Theorem 6. Let C(e) be the repeated-root code determined by a multiplicity profile e, and let
Tt(e) =

⋃
i∈Γ
ei>t

Ci for 0 ≤ t < ps be its associated simple-root layers. Suppose that, for every t, a

certified lower bound ∆(Tt(e)) is known. Then dH(C(e)) ≥ min0≤t<ps Pt ∆(Tt(e)).

Proof. By Theorem 4, dH(C(e)) = min0≤t<ps Pt dH(C(Tt(e))). Since dH(C(Tt(e))) ≥
∆(Tt(e)) for every t and Pt > 0, the claim follows by taking the minimum over 0 ≤
t < ps.

Theorem 7. Let CHC be the repeated-root code attached to a nested half-cyclotomic chain (Tt)0≤t<ps .
For each layer choose a certified bound Dt as follows:
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Dt =



⌊
qNm

2(q − 1)

⌋
, if Tt = H+ and the upper-half hypotheses hold,⌊

qNm

2(q − 1)

⌋
, if Tt = H− and the lower-half hypotheses hold,

L(Tt) + 1, if a consecutive run {1, 1 + r, . . . , 1 + (L(Tt)− 1)r} ⊆ Tt is verified,

1, if Tt = ∅,

+∞, if Tt = Zn,r.

(16)

Here the upper-half and lower-half hypotheses mean that the corresponding half-cyclotomic defin-

ing set contains a consecutive run of length at least
⌊

qNm

2(q − 1)

⌋
− 1. Then dH(CHC) ≥

min0≤t<ps PtDt. More generally, the same conclusion holds for any choice of certified bounds
Dt ≤ dH(C(Tt)).

Proof. By Construction 1 and Proposition 1, the simple-root layers of CHC are precisely the
prescribed sets Tt. Hence Theorem 4 gives dH(CHC) = min0≤t<ps Pt dH(C(Tt)). It remains
to check that each displayed value of Dt is a certified lower bound for dH(C(Tt)).

The consecutive-run case follows directly from Theorem 2. If Tt = H+ and the
upper-half hypotheses hold, then the corresponding consecutive run has length at least⌊

qNm

2(q − 1)

⌋
− 1, and hence dH(C(H+)) ≥

⌊
qNm

2(q − 1)

⌋
. The same argument applies to

Tt = H− under the lower-half hypotheses. If Tt = ∅, then C(Tt) = Fn
q , so dH(C(Tt)) = 1.

If Tt = Zn,r, then C(Tt) = {0}, and we use the convention dH({0}) = +∞. Thus every
displayed value satisfies Dt ≤ dH(C(Tt)). Substitution into the repeated-root distance
formula gives dH(CHC) ≥ min0≤t<ps PtDt. The final assertion follows in the same way for
any family of certified bounds Dt ≤ dH(C(Tt)).

Theorem 8. Let CHC be attached to a nested half-cyclotomic chain (Tt)0≤t<ps . Suppose that, for
each nonempty proper layer Tt, an integer Lt ≥ 0 has been verified such that {1, 1 + r, . . . , 1 +

(Lt − 1)r} ⊆ Tt, with the convention that this set is empty when Lt = 0. Define

Et =


Lt + 1, if ∅ ̸= Tt ̸= Zn,r,

1, if Tt = ∅,

+∞, if Tt = Zn,r.

(17)

Then dH(CHC) ≥ min0≤t<ps PtEt. If, in addition, a layer Tt has another certified simple-root lower
bound Bt ≤ dH(C(Tt)), then Et may be replaced by max{Et, Bt} for that layer. In particular, if a
layer is an admissible half-cyclotomic layer for which the half-cyclotomic bound is already proved,
then one may replace Et by the larger of Et and that bound.

Proof. By Construction 1 and Proposition 1, the simple-root layers of CHC are exactly the
prescribed defining sets Tt. Therefore, Theorem 4 gives dH(CHC) = min0≤t<ps Pt dH(C(Tt)).
For nonempty proper layers, Theorem 2 gives dH(C(Tt)) ≥ Lt + 1. If Tt = ∅, then
C(Tt) = Fn

q , so dH(C(Tt)) = 1 = Et. If Tt = Zn,r, then C(Tt) = {0}, and with the
convention dH({0}) = +∞ we again have Et = dH(C(Tt)). Thus Et ≤ dH(C(Tt)) for
every 0 ≤ t < ps, and the desired inequality follows by substitution into the distance
reduction formula.

Finally, if Bt ≤ dH(C(Tt)) is another certified bound, then max{Et, Bt} ≤ dH(C(Tt)).
Replacing Et by this maximum in the same argument is therefore valid.
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Corollary 1. Let CHC be attached to the nested half-cyclotomic chain (Tt)0≤t<ps . Suppose that the
chosen certified layer bound is exact for every layer: ∆HC(Tt) = dH(C(Tt)) for all 0 ≤ t < ps.
Then dH(CHC) = min0≤t<ps Pt ∆HC(Tt).

Proof. By Theorem 4, dH(CHC) = min0≤t<ps Pt dH(C(Tt)). Since ∆HC(Tt) = dH(C(Tt)) for
every t, substitution gives dH(CHC) = min0≤t<ps Pt ∆HC(Tt).

Corollary 1 will be used when exact layer distances are known from computation
or from a sharp simple-root bound. Consequently, the layerwise lower bound is sharp
whenever the certified bounds are exact on the layers that determine the minimum in
Theorem 4; otherwise, the result should be interpreted only as a certified lower bound.

6. Half-Rate and Explicit Length Families
The previous section established layerwise certified lower bounds for fixed repeated-

root codes. We now pass to families of lengths. The dimension is controlled by the total
size of the nested layers, while the distance is controlled by the weakest scaled simple-root
layer distance. Thus, half-rate families arise by balancing the total layer size around one
half of the repeated-root length and avoiding full-space layers of distance 1. We then record
explicit arithmetic length families for which the coset distribution, dimension, and certified
lower bounds can be computed directly.

Definition 8. Let (Tt)0≤t<ps be a nested half-cyclotomic chain. We call the chain balanced if

∑
ps−1
t=0 |Tt| = nps

2 + o(nps) along the family under consideration. Equivalently, for the associated
half-cyclotomic repeated-root code CHC, dimFq CHC = nps

2 + o(nps).

Definition 8 is the asymptotic condition used in the following theorem.
The next theorem is conditional: its conclusion holds only for families whose simple-

root layers have certified distance lower bounds of the stated order. The hypotheses are not
automatic and must be verified for the particular layer chains under consideration.

Theorem 9. Let q and s be fixed, and let n → ∞ through a family with gcd(n, p) = 1. For
each n, let (T(n)

t )0≤t<ps be a nested half-cyclotomic chain, and let C(n)
HC ⊆ Fq[x]/⟨xnps − λ⟩ be the

associated repeated-root code. Assume that the chains are balanced: ∑
ps−1
t=0 |T(n)

t | = nps

2 + o(nps).
Assume also that the layer distances are certified uniformly in the following sense: there exist
constants ct > 0, independent of n, such that dH(C(T

(n)
t )) ≥ ct

n
logq n for every 0 ≤ t < ps. These

layer-distance hypotheses are assumptions of the theorem; they are not asserted to hold automatically
for all half-cyclotomic chains. Then dimFq C

(n)
HC = nps

2 + o(nps), and dH(C
(n)
HC) ≥ C n

logq n , where

C = min0≤t<ps Ptct > 0. Equivalently, if N = nps, then dH(C
(n)
HC) ≥ c′ N

logq N for some constant

c′ > 0 depending only on q, s, and the constants ct.

Proof. Let N = nps. By Theorem 5, the dimension of C(n)
HC is dimFq C

(n)
HC = nps −

∑
ps−1
t=0 |T(n)

t |. Using the balancedness assumption gives

dimFq C
(n)
HC = nps −

(
nps

2
+ o(nps)

)
=

nps

2
+ o(nps).

Thus the rate tends to 1/2.
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For the distance, Theorem 4 gives dH(C
(n)
HC) = min0≤t<ps Pt dH(C(T

(n)
t )). By hypoth-

esis, dH(C(T
(n)
t )) ≥ ct

n
logq n for every t. Therefore Pt dH(C(T

(n)
t )) ≥ Ptct

n
logq n for each

t. Taking the minimum over 0 ≤ t < ps, we obtain dH(C
(n)
HC) ≥

(
min0≤t<ps Ptct

) n
logq n .

Set C = min0≤t<ps Ptct. Since each Pt > 0 and each ct > 0, we have C > 0. Hence

dH(C
(n)
HC) ≥ C n

logq n . Finally, N = nps, so logq N = logq n + logq(ps) = logq n + s logq p.

Since q and s are fixed, s logq p is constant. For all large n, logq n ≤ logq N. Hence

n
logq n

=
N/ps

logq n
≥ N/ps

logq N
=

1
ps

N
logq N

.

Therefore dH(C
(n)
HC) ≥

C
ps

N
logq N . Taking c′ = C

ps > 0 gives the claimed form.

Remark 1. The layer condition in Theorem 9 is essential. If some layer Tt is empty, then
C(Tt) = Fn

q has distance 1, and the repeated-root distance formula includes the term Pt. In that case
one cannot deduce growth of order N/ logq N. Thus the construction must keep all repeated-root
layers protected by simple-root defining sets with growing distance. Accordingly, Theorem 9 should
be read as a conditional transfer principle: once the required layer-distance certificates are available,
the repeated-root family inherits the stated half-rate and logarithmic-distance behavior.

This observation will be used implicitly when constructing the explicit families below.

6.1. Explicit Length Families

We now give explicit length families with completely computable repeated-root pa-
rameters. The essential arithmetic feature is that the defining positions Zn,r = {1 + jr : 0 ≤
j ≤ n − 1} ⊆ Z/(nr)Z split into exactly two q-cyclotomic coset sizes. Once this is known,
the dimension follows by counting selected cosets in each layer, and the distance bound
follows from the layerwise repeated-root lower bound.

Throughout the remainder of this section q = pm, where p is the characteristic of Fq.

The repeated-root exponent is s ≥ 1, and gcd(n, p) = 1. We write λ = λ
ps

0 , r = ord(λ0),
r | q − 1. Auxiliary primes appearing in the arithmetic length formulas are denoted by
ρ, ρ1, ρ2. The parameter b ≥ 1 is used in the prime-power cyclotomic family n = Φρb(q),
and σ denotes the divisor parameter in the family nr = (qρ − 1)/σ. Thus the repeated-root
multiplier is ps, while the simple-root length n may involve the auxiliary primes.

6.2. Arithmetic Counting of Cyclotomic Cosets

We begin with two elementary counting lemmas. They are included to make the
coset-size computations self-contained.

Lemma 1. Let q be a prime power, let n be a positive integer with gcd(n, q) = 1, and let r | q − 1.
Put Zn,r = {1 + jr : 0 ≤ j ≤ n − 1} ⊆ Z/(nr)Z. For i ∈ Zn,r, let Ci = {iqj mod nr : j ≥ 0},
and put M = ordnr(q). For u ≥ 1, define

F(u) = {i ∈ Zn,r : iqu ≡ i (mod nr)}. (18)

Then the following assertions hold.

(i) If d = gcd(nr, i), then
|Ci| = ordnr/d(q). (19)
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(ii) Put Au = (qu − 1)/r and du = gcd(n, Au). Then

|F(u)| =

du, if gcd(r, n/du) = 1,

0, if gcd(r, n/du) > 1.
(20)

(iii) If u | M, then F(u) is exactly the union of all q-cyclotomic cosets in Zn,r whose sizes divide
u. Consequently, if f (u) = |F(u)|, then

f (u) = ∑
a|u

aNa, (21)

where Na denotes the number of q-cyclotomic cosets in Zn,r of size a.
(iv) For every divisor a | M, the number of q-cyclotomic cosets in Zn,r of size exactly a is

Na =
1
a ∑

u|a
µ
( a

u

)
f (u), (22)

where µ is the Möbius function.
(v) In particular, suppose that ℓ < m are divisors of M and that the values f (u), computed by

(ii), satisfy

Nℓ =
1
ℓ ∑

u|ℓ
µ

(
ℓ

u

)
f (u) > 0, Nm =

1
m ∑

u|m
µ
(m

u

)
f (u) > 0, (23)

and Na = 0 for every divisor a | M with a /∈ {ℓ, m}. Then the cyclotomic cosets in Zn,r have
exactly two sizes, namely ℓ and m. In this case f (ℓ) = ℓNℓ, f (m) = n, and

Nℓ =
f (ℓ)
ℓ

, Nm =
n − f (ℓ)

m
. (24)

Proof. For (i), by definition |Ci| is the least positive integer u such that iqu ≡ i (mod nr).
This congruence is equivalent to nr | i(qu − 1). If d = gcd(nr, i), then this is equivalent to
nr/d | qu − 1. Hence the least such u is ordnr/d(q).

We prove (ii). Every element of Zn,r has the form i = 1 + jr, where 0 ≤ j ≤ n − 1.
The condition iqu ≡ i (mod nr) is equivalent to nr | i(qu − 1). Since qu − 1 = rAu, this
becomes n | Au(1 + rj). Thus |F(u)| is the number of solutions j mod n of

Au(1 + rj) ≡ 0 (mod n).

Let du = gcd(n, Au), and write n = dun′ and Au = du A′
u, with gcd(A′

u, n′) = 1. The
congruence is equivalent to A′

u(1 + rj) ≡ 0 (mod n′), and hence to 1 + rj ≡ 0 (mod n′).
This linear congruence is solvable if and only if gcd(r, n′) = 1, that is, if and only if
gcd(r, n/du) = 1. If it is solvable, it has exactly one solution modulo n′, and therefore
exactly du solutions modulo n = dun′. If it is not solvable, it has no solution. This proves (ii).

For (iii), let u | M. An element i ∈ Zn,r belongs to F(u) if and only if iqu ≡ i
(mod nr). This holds if and only if the period of i under multiplication by q, namely |Ci|,
divides u. Hence F(u) is precisely the union of all cosets whose sizes divide u. Therefore,
f (u) = |F(u)| = ∑a|u aNa.

Assertion (iv) follows from (iii) by Möbius inversion applied to the arithmetic functions
f (u) and g(a) = aNa on the divisor lattice of M. Thus aNa = ∑u|a µ(a/u) f (u), which gives
the stated formula for Na.

Finally, (v) follows immediately from (iv). If the only nonzero values among the Na,
a | M, occur at a = ℓ and a = m, then the only possible coset sizes are ℓ and m. Since
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Nℓ, Nm > 0, both sizes actually occur. In that case F(ℓ) is the union of all cosets of size ℓ,
so f (ℓ) = ℓNℓ. Also F(m) = Zn,r, because all coset sizes divide m, and hence f (m) = n.
Subtracting the f (ℓ) = ℓNℓ elements lying in cosets of size ℓ from the total number n gives
mNm = n − f (ℓ). Therefore Nℓ = f (ℓ)/ℓ and Nm = (n − f (ℓ))/m.

Lemma 1 is the counting step used in Proposition 4.

Proposition 4. Assume that the q-cyclotomic cosets in Zn,r have exactly two sizes ℓ < m. Let Nℓ

and Nm be the numbers of cosets of sizes ℓ and m. Let (Tt)0≤t<ps be a nested half-cyclotomic chain
of the form

Tt =

 aℓ,t⋃
j=1

C
δ
(ℓ)
j

 ∪

am,t⋃
j=1

C
δ
(m)
j

. (25)

Let CHC be the associated repeated-root code. Then dimFq CHC = nps − ∑
ps−1
t=0

(
ℓaℓ,t + mam,t

)
.

Moreover, if dH(C(Tt)) ≥ Dt (0 ≤ t < ps) are certified simple-root layer bounds, then
dH(CHC) ≥ min0≤t<ps PtDt.

Proof. For fixed t, the set Tt contains aℓ,t cosets of size ℓ and am,t cosets of size m. Since
distinct cyclotomic cosets are disjoint, |Tt| = ℓaℓ,t + mam,t. By Theorem 5, dimFq CHC =

nps − ∑
ps−1
t=0 |Tt|. Substituting the expression for |Tt| gives the stated dimension formula.

For the distance, Theorem 6 gives dH(CHC) ≥ min0≤t<ps PtDt whenever Dt ≤
dH(C(Tt)) for every t. This is exactly the hypothesis.

We next investigate when a constacyclic code can be transformed into a cyclic code by
a coordinatewise monomial map, allowing cyclic-code arguments to be applied after an
explicit equivalence.

Lemma 2. Let N ≥ 1, and let λ ∈ F∗
q . If there exists η ∈ F∗

q such that ηN = λ, then every
λ-constacyclic code of length N over Fq is monomially equivalent to a cyclic code of length N. In

the present setting, where N = nps and λ = λ
ps

0 , this condition is equivalent to the existence of
η ∈ F∗

q such that ηn = λ0.

Proof. Assume ηN = λ. Define Φ : FN
q −→ FN

q by Φ(c0, c1, . . . , cN−1) = (c0, ηc1, η2c2, . . . ,
ηN−1cN−1). This is a monomial transformation, hence an Fq-linear isometry.

Let τλ(c0, c1, . . . , cN−1) = (λcN−1, c0, c1, . . . , cN−2) be the λ-constacyclic shift, and let
τ1(d0, d1, . . . , dN−1) = (dN−1, d0, d1, . . . , dN−2) be the cyclic shift. For c = (c0, . . . , cN−1),
one computes

Φ(τλ(c)) = (λcN−1, ηc0, η2c1, . . . , ηN−1cN−2),

η τ1(Φ(c)) = (ηNcN−1, ηc0, η2c1, . . . , ηN−1cN−2)

= (λcN−1, ηc0, η2c1, . . . , ηN−1cN−2).

Thus Φ ◦ τλ = η τ1 ◦ Φ. If C is λ-constacyclic, then τλ(C) ⊆ C. Applying Φ, we get
η τ1(Φ(C)) ⊆ Φ(C). Since η ̸= 0 and Φ(C) is linear, this implies τ1(Φ(C)) ⊆ Φ(C). Hence
Φ(C) is cyclic. Therefore C is monomially equivalent to a cyclic code.

Now let N = nps and λ = λ
ps

0 . If ηn = λ0, then ηN = (ηn)ps
= λ

ps

0 = λ. Conversely,

if ηN = λ, then (ηn)ps
= λ

ps

0 . The Frobenius map x 7→ xps
is injective on Fq, so ηn = λ0.

This proves the equivalence.

The following families are now verified through Lemma 1. Thus the two-coset-size
condition and the numbers Nℓ, Nm are not imposed as independent assumptions; they are
obtained by computing the fixed-position numbers f (u) = |F(u)| and then applying the
Möbius formula in Lemma 1.
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6.3. Family I: Lengths of the Form nr = (qρ − 1)/σ

This subsection treats the first arithmetic length family, where nr = (qρ − 1)/σ, and
records the resulting cyclotomic-coset structure needed to construct the corresponding
repeated-root half-cyclotomic constacyclic codes.

Theorem 10. Let ρ be an auxiliary prime and let σ be a positive integer such that nr = qρ−1
σ .

Assume ordnr(q) = ρ. Put A1 = q−1
r , d1 = gcd(n, A1). Assume also that gcd(r, n/d1) =

1. Then the q-cyclotomic cosets in Zn,r have exactly the two sizes 1 and ρ, with N1 = d1 =

gcd
(

n, q−1
r

)
, Nρ = n−N1

ρ . Consequently, if (Tt)0≤t<ps is a nested half-cyclotomic chain

Tt =

 a1,t⋃
j=1

C
δ
(1)
j

 ∪

 aρ,t⋃
j=1

C
δ
(ρ)
j

, (26)

and if CHC is the associated repeated-root code, then dimFq CHC = nps − ∑
ps−1
t=0

(
a1,t + ρaρ,t

)
. For

any certified layer bounds Dt, dH(CHC) ≥ min0≤t<ps PtDt. If the layer is the upper half-cyclotomic

set, or the lower half-cyclotomic set under the hypotheses of Theorem 1, one may take Dt =
⌊

qNρ

2(q−1)

⌋
.

A verified consecutive-run bound may be used instead when it is stronger. If Tt = ∅, take Dt = 1,
and if Tt = Zn,r, take Dt = +∞. If λ has an nps-th root in Fq, then the codes are monomially
equivalent to cyclic codes.

Proof. Since ordnr(q) = ρ, we have qρ ≡ 1 (mod nr), and ρ is the least positive exponent
with this property. Let i ∈ Zn,r, and put d = gcd(nr, i). By Lemma 1, |Ci| = ordnr/d(q).
Because nr/d divides nr, the order of q modulo nr/d divides the order of q modulo nr,
namely ρ. Since ρ is prime, |Ci| ∈ {1, ρ}. Thus only the sizes 1 and ρ can occur.

It remains to count the size-1 cosets. A coset has size 1 precisely when its element is
fixed by multiplication by q. Hence the number of elements lying in size-1 cosets is |F(1)|.
By Lemma 1, |F(1)| = d1 because d1 = gcd(n, (q− 1)/r) and gcd(r, n/d1) = 1. Since a size-
1 coset contains exactly one element, the number of such cosets is N1 = d1 = gcd

(
n, q−1

r

)
.

The remaining n − N1 elements of Zn,r lie in cosets of size ρ. Therefore Nρ = n−N1
ρ . Now

the repeated-root parameter formulas follow from Proposition 4 with (ℓ, m) = (1, ρ).
Indeed, each layer has size |Tt| = a1,t + ρaρ,t, so dimFq CHC = nps − ∑

ps−1
t=0

(
a1,t + ρaρ,t

)
.

The distance estimate follows from the same proposition. The stated choices of Dt are
certified layer bounds in the corresponding cases: the displayed half-cyclotomic bound for
admissible nontrivial layers, the value 1 for the full-space layer C(∅) = Fn

q , and +∞ for
the zero layer C(Zn,r) = {0}. Finally, the monomial-equivalence statement follows from
Lemma 2.

6.4. Family II: Lengths of the Form n = Φρb(q)

This subsection treats the second arithmetic length family, where n = Φρb(q), and uses

the identity Φρb(q) = qρb−1

qρb−1−1
to describe the associated cyclotomic-coset distribution for

the repeated-root construction.

Theorem 11. Assume b ≥ 1, ρ ∤ q − 1, n = Φρb(q). Assume further that ordnr(q) = ρb, and
that for every proper divisor u of ρb, |F(u)| = 1. Then the q-cyclotomic cosets in Zn,r have exactly
the two sizes 1 and ρb, with N1 = 1, Nρb = n−1

ρb . Consequently, for every nested half-cyclotomic
chain

Tt =

 a1,t⋃
j=1

C
δ
(1)
j

 ∪

a
ρb ,t⋃

j=1

C
δ
(ρb)
j

, (27)
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the associated repeated-root code satisfies dimFq CHC = nps − ∑
ps−1
t=0

(
a1,t + ρbaρb ,t

)
, and, for any

certified layer bounds Dt, dH(CHC) ≥ min0≤t<ps PtDt. If the layer is the upper half-cyclotomic set,

or the lower half-cyclotomic set under the hypotheses of Theorem 1, one may take Dt =

⌊
qN

ρb

2(q−1)

⌋
.

A verified consecutive-run bound may be used instead when it is stronger. If Tt = ∅, take Dt = 1,
and if Tt = Zn,r, take Dt = +∞. If λ has an nps-th root in Fq, then the codes are monomially
equivalent to cyclic codes.

Proof. Since ordnr(q) = ρb, every coset size divides ρb. Therefore, the possible coset sizes
are powers of ρ: 1, ρ, ρ2, . . . , ρb. By hypothesis, for every proper divisor u of ρb, the fixed
set F(u) has cardinality 1. In particular, |F(1)| = 1. Thus exactly one element of Zn,r

lies in a coset of size 1, and therefore N1 = 1. Now suppose that there were a coset of
intermediate size ρj with 1 ≤ j < b. Then all elements of this coset would be fixed by
multiplication by qρj

, so F(ρj) would contain the one element from the size-1 coset together
with all ρj elements of this intermediate coset. Hence |F(ρj)| ≥ 1 + ρj > 1, contradicting
the hypothesis |F(ρj)| = 1. Therefore no intermediate sizes occur. Since ordnr(q) = ρb, at
least one coset has size ρb. Hence the only coset sizes are 1 and ρb.

The single size-1 coset accounts for one element of Zn,r. The remaining n − 1 elements
are partitioned into cosets of size ρb, so Nρb = n−1

ρb . The repeated-root dimension and

distance formulas now follow from Proposition 4 with (ℓ, m) = (1, ρb). The validity of the
displayed choices of Dt follows as in the previous theorem. The monomial-equivalence
statement follows from Lemma 2.

Theorem 12. Assume b ≥ 1, ρ | q−1
r , n = Φρb(q). Assume further that ordnr(q) = ρb, and that

for every proper divisor u of ρb, |F(u)| = ρ. Then the q-cyclotomic cosets in Zn,r have exactly the
two sizes 1 and ρb, with N1 = ρ, Nρb =

n−ρ

ρb . Consequently, for every nested half-cyclotomic chain

Tt =

 a1,t⋃
j=1

C
δ
(1)
j

 ∪

a
ρb ,t⋃

j=1

C
δ
(ρb)
j

, (28)

the associated repeated-root code satisfies dimFq CHC = nps − ∑
ps−1
t=0

(
a1,t + ρbaρb ,t

)
, and, for any

certified layer bounds Dt, dH(CHC) ≥ min0≤t<ps PtDt. If the layer is the upper half-cyclotomic set,

or the lower half-cyclotomic set under the hypotheses of Theorem 1, one may take Dt =

⌊
qN

ρb

2(q−1)

⌋
.

A verified consecutive-run bound may be used instead when it is stronger. If Tt = ∅, take Dt = 1,
and if Tt = Zn,r, take Dt = +∞.

Proof. Since ordnr(q) = ρb, every coset size divides ρb. Thus every coset size is one
of 1, ρ, ρ2, . . . , ρb. The hypothesis |F(1)| = ρ says that exactly ρ elements are fixed by
multiplication by q. These elements are precisely the elements lying in cosets of size 1.
Hence N1 = ρ. For every proper divisor u of ρb, we have |F(u)| = ρ. Thus no new
elements become fixed by qu beyond those already fixed by q. If an intermediate coset of
size ρj, 1 ≤ j < b, existed, then its ρj elements would be contained in F(ρj), and therefore
|F(ρj)| ≥ ρ + ρj > ρ, contradicting the hypothesis. Hence no intermediate sizes occur. The
only possible sizes are therefore 1 and ρb.

The ρ size-1 cosets account for ρ elements of Zn,r. The remaining n − ρ elements are
partitioned into cosets of size ρb, so Nρb = n−ρ

ρb . The repeated-root parameter formulas

follow from Proposition 4 with (ℓ, m) = (1, ρb). This gives both the stated dimension and
the lower bound dH(CHC) ≥ min0≤t<ps PtDt. The choices Dt = 1 and Dt = +∞ for empty
and full defining sets come from C(∅) = Fn

q and C(Zn,r) = {0}, respectively.
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Theorem 13. Assume b ≥ 1, ρ | q − 1, ρ ∤ q−1
r , n = Φρb(q), and assume either b ≥ 2 or ρ is odd.

Assume further that ordnr(q) = ρb, that |F(1)| = 0, and that for every proper divisor u of ρb with
u > 1, |F(u)| = ρ. Then the q-cyclotomic cosets in Zn,r have exactly the two sizes ρ and ρb, with
Nρ = 1, Nρb =

n−ρ

ρb . Consequently, for every nested half-cyclotomic chain

Tt =

 aρ,t⋃
j=1

C
δ
(ρ)
j

 ∪

a
ρb ,t⋃

j=1

C
δ
(ρb)
j

, (29)

the associated repeated-root code satisfies

dimFq CHC = nps −
ps−1

∑
t=0

(
ρaρ,t + ρbaρb ,t

)
, (30)

and, for any certified layer bounds Dt, dH(CHC) ≥ min0≤t<ps PtDt. If the layer is the upper
half-cyclotomic set, or the lower half-cyclotomic set under the hypotheses of Theorem 1, one may

take Dt =

⌊
qN

ρb

2(q−1)

⌋
. A verified consecutive-run bound may be used instead when it is stronger. If

Tt = ∅, take Dt = 1, and if Tt = Zn,r, take Dt = +∞. Monomial equivalence to cyclic codes holds
exactly when λ has an nps-th root in Fq.

Proof. Again, ordnr(q) = ρb implies that all coset sizes divide ρb. The hypothesis |F(1)| = 0
says that no element is fixed by multiplication by q, so there are no cosets of size 1.

For every proper divisor u > 1 of ρb, the fixed set has cardinality ρ. In particular, for
u = ρ, the set F(ρ) contains exactly ρ elements. Since there are no size-1 cosets, these ρ

elements must form a single coset of size ρ. Hence Nρ = 1. If an intermediate coset of
size ρj, 2 ≤ j < b, existed, then its ρj elements would be contained in F(ρj), together with
the ρ elements of the size-ρ coset. This would give |F(ρj)| ≥ ρ + ρj > ρ, contradicting the
hypothesis |F(ρj)| = ρ. Hence no intermediate sizes occur. Therefore the only coset sizes
are ρ and ρb.

The unique size-ρ coset accounts for ρ elements. The remaining n − ρ elements are
partitioned into cosets of size ρb, so Nρb = n−ρ

ρb . The repeated-root formulas now follow

from Proposition 4 with (ℓ, m) = (ρ, ρb). The empty and full defining-set conventions
give Dt = 1 and Dt = +∞. Finally, the monomial-equivalence statement is precisely
Lemma 2.

6.5. Family III: Lengths of the Form n = Φρ1ρ2(q)

Theorems 11–13 give the three prime-power cyclotomic length families used before
the product-family case.

Theorem 14. Let ρ1 < ρ2 be distinct auxiliary primes, and let n = Φρ1ρ2(q). Assume ordnr(q) =
ρ1ρ2. Assume further that |F(1)| = 1, |F(ρ1)| = 1, |F(ρ2)| = 1. Then the q-cyclotomic cosets in
Zn,r have exactly the two sizes 1 and ρ1ρ2, with N1 = 1, Nρ1ρ2 = n−1

ρ1ρ2
. Consequently, for every

nested half-cyclotomic chain

Tt =

 a1,t⋃
j=1

C
δ
(1)
j

 ∪

aρ1ρ2,t⋃
j=1

C
δ
(ρ1ρ2)
j

, (31)

the associated repeated-root code satisfies

dimFq CHC = nps −
ps−1

∑
t=0

(
a1,t + ρ1ρ2 aρ1ρ2,t

)
, (32)
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and, for any certified layer bounds Dt, dH(CHC) ≥ min0≤t<ps PtDt. If the layer is the upper
half-cyclotomic set, or the lower half-cyclotomic set under the hypotheses of Theorem 1, one may
take Dt =

⌊ qNρ1ρ2
2(q−1)

⌋
. A verified consecutive-run bound may be used instead when it is stronger. If

Tt = ∅, take Dt = 1, and if Tt = Zn,r, take Dt = +∞. If λ has an nps-th root in Fq, then the
codes are monomially equivalent to cyclic codes.

Proof. Since ordnr(q) = ρ1ρ2, every coset size divides ρ1ρ2. Hence the possible sizes are
1, ρ1, ρ2, ρ1ρ2. The hypothesis |F(1)| = 1 gives exactly one element fixed by q, hence one
coset of size 1: N1 = 1. If a coset of size ρ1 existed, then all of its ρ1 elements would
lie in F(ρ1), together with the element from the size-1 coset. Thus |F(ρ1)| ≥ 1 + ρ1 > 1,
contradicting the hypothesis |F(ρ1)| = 1. Hence no coset of size ρ1 exists. The same
argument using |F(ρ2)| = 1 excludes cosets of size ρ2. Therefore the only coset sizes are 1
and ρ1ρ2.

The single size-1 coset accounts for one element of Zn,r. The remaining n − 1 elements
are partitioned into cosets of size ρ1ρ2, so Nρ1ρ2 = n−1

ρ1ρ2
. The repeated-root parameter

formulas follow from Proposition 4 with (ℓ, m) = (1, ρ1ρ2). The monomial-equivalence
statement follows from Lemma 2.

7. Lifting Optimal and Best-Known Simple-Root Codes
We now discuss how simple-root constacyclic codes can be lifted to repeated-root

length nps. There are two natural procedures. The first is the uniform lift, where one raises
the whole simple-root generator to a single exponent. This construction is simple, but it
has a serious distance limitation: after the lifting exponent is passed, the associated layers
become the full space Fn

q , whose minimum distance is 1. The second is the nonuniform
lift, where different irreducible factors are assigned different multiplicities. This is the
more flexible construction, and it is the one naturally compatible with the layer method
developed above.

Definition 9. Let D = ⟨g(x)⟩ ⊆ Fq[x]/⟨xn − λ0⟩ be a simple-root λ0-constacyclic code, where
g(x) = ∏i∈A Mi(x) for some union of q-cyclotomic coset leaders A ⊆ Γ.

For 1 ≤ e ≤ ps, the uniform repeated-root lift of D with multiplicity e is

RRe(D) = ⟨g(x)e⟩ ⊆ Fq[x]/⟨xnps − λ⟩. (33)

Equivalently, this is the repeated-root code with multiplicity profile

ei =

e, i ∈ A,

0, i /∈ A.
(34)

More generally, a nonuniform repeated-root lift of D is obtained by assigning integers
1 ≤ ei ≤ ps (i ∈ A) and setting ei = 0 for i /∈ A. The resulting code is

C(e) =
〈

∏
i∈A

Mi(x)ei

〉
⊆ Fq[x]/⟨xnps − λ⟩. (35)

Definition 9 separates the uniform construction from the nonuniform profiles treated
in Theorem 15.
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Proposition 5. Let D be a simple-root [n, k, d] λ0-constacyclic code over Fq, with generator
polynomial g(x). Let

C = RRe(D) = ⟨g(x)e⟩ ⊆ Fq[x]/⟨xnps − λ⟩, 1 ≤ e ≤ ps. (36)

Then dimFq C = nps − e(n − k). Moreover, the associated simple-root layers are

Ct =

D, 0 ≤ t < e,

Fn
q , e ≤ t < ps.

(37)

Consequently, dH(C) = min
{

min0≤t<e Pt d, mine≤t<ps Pt
}

, where the second minimum is inter-
preted as +∞ if e = ps. Since P0 = 1, this can also be written as

dH(RRe(D)) =

min{d,Ms(e)}, 1 ≤ e < ps,

d, e = ps,
(38)

where Ms(e) = mine≤t<ps Pt.

Proof. Since D is an [n, k, d] simple-root constacyclic code, its generator polynomial g(x)
has degree deg g = n − k. The uniform repeated-root lift is generated by g(x)e. Therefore
deg g(x)e = e deg g = e(n − k). Because g(x)e | xnps − λ, the ideal ⟨g(x)e⟩ ⊆ Fq[x]/⟨xnps −
λ⟩ has dimension nps − deg g(x)e = nps − e(n − k). This proves the dimension formula.

We now identify the layers. Write g(x) = ∏i∈A Mi(x). The multiplicity profile of
RRe(D) is

ei =

e, i ∈ A,

0, i /∈ A.

By the definition of the associated layers, Tt(e) =
⋃

i∈Γ
ei>t

Ci. If 0 ≤ t < e, then ei = e > t

exactly for i ∈ A. Hence Tt(e) =
⋃

i∈A Ci, and therefore Ct = C(Tt(e)) = D. If e ≤ t < ps,
then no exponent ei is larger than t. Hence Tt(e) = ∅, and so Ct = C(∅) = Fn

q . Thus the
layers are exactly as stated.

Applying the repeated-root distance reduction theorem gives dH(C) = min0≤t<ps Pt dH(Ct).
For 0 ≤ t < e, we have Ct = D, so dH(Ct) = d. For e ≤ t < ps, we have Ct = Fn

q , so dH(Ct) = 1.
Therefore dH(C) = min

{
min0≤t<e Pt d, mine≤t<ps Pt

}
. If e = ps, the second range is empty and

its minimum is taken to be +∞. Since 0 < e, the first range contains t = 0, and P0 = 1. As all
Pt ≥ 1, we have min0≤t<e Pt d = d. Hence, for e < ps, dH(RRe(D)) = min{d,Ms(e)}, where
Ms(e) = mine≤t<ps Pt. For e = ps, only the first part remains, and the distance is d.

Remark 2. The preceding proposition shows that a uniform lift with e < ps always has
dH(RRe(D)) ≤ Ms(e). Thus even if D is optimal or best-known as a simple-root code, the
uniform lift may have small repeated-root distance because the layers t ≥ e are the full space Fn

q .
This is the main reason to use nonuniform multiplicity profiles: they allow one to keep nontrivial
defining sets in higher layers and thereby avoid unprotected full-space layers.

Proposition 5 and Remark 2 motivate the nonuniform lifting theorem below.

Theorem 15. Let

C(e) =
〈

∏
i∈Γ

Mi(x)ei

〉
⊆ Fq[x]/⟨xnps − λ⟩ (39)
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be a repeated-root code with multiplicity profile e : Γ → {0, 1, . . . , ps}. For 0 ≤ t < ps, let
Ct(e) = C(Tt(e)) be its associated simple-root layer, and put dt = dH(Ct(e)). Then dimFq C(e) =
nps − ∑i∈Γ ei|Ci|, and dH(C(e)) = min0≤t<ps Ptdt. Thus, if C(e) ̸= {0}, its parameters are[
nps, nps − ∑i∈Γ ei|Ci|, min0≤t<ps Ptdt

]
q.

Proof. The dimension formula is exactly Proposition 2. Indeed, the generator of C(e) is
ge(x) = ∏i∈Γ Mi(x)ei . Since deg Mi = |Ci|, we have deg ge = ∑i∈Γ ei deg Mi = ∑i∈Γ ei|Ci|.
Therefore dimFq C(e) = nps −deg ge = nps − ∑i∈Γ ei|Ci|. For the distance, Theorem 4 gives
the exact identity dH(C(e)) = min0≤t<ps Pt dH(Ct(e)). By definition dt = dH(Ct(e)). Hence
dH(C(e)) = min0≤t<ps Ptdt. Combining the dimension and distance formulas gives the
stated parameters.

Corollary 2. Assume that the simple-root layers Ct(e) have known exact parameters Ct(e) =

[n, kt, dt]q for 0 ≤ t < ps. Then the repeated-root lift C(e) has exact dimension and dis-

tance dimFq C(e) = nps − ∑
ps−1
t=0 |Tt(e)| and dH(C(e)) = min0≤t<ps Ptdt. Equivalently,

dimFq C(e) = nps − ∑i∈Γ ei|Ci|.

Proof. The layer form of the dimension formula gives dimFq C(e) = nps − ∑
ps−1
t=0 |Tt(e)|.

The profile form gives the equivalent expression dimFq C(e) = nps − ∑i∈Γ ei|Ci|. Finally,
the distance formula follows from Theorem 15.

Corollary 2 gives the form used when all layer parameters are known exactly.
The following definition separates proved optimality from database-based comparisons.

Definition 10. Let Uq(N, K) be a proved upper bound for the minimum distance of a q-ary linear
code of length N and dimension K. A code [N, K, D]q is called distance-optimal relative to Uq if
D = Uq(N, K). It is called almost distance-optimal relative to Uq if D = Uq(N, K)− 1.

If Bq(N, K) denotes the largest minimum distance appearing in a fixed table or database of
known q-ary linear codes, then a code [N, K, D]q is called best-known relative to that table if
D = Bq(N, K), and record-breaking relative to that table if D > Bq(N, K). The latter two
terms refer only to comparison with the chosen table or database and do not imply optimality unless
a proved upper bound is also met.

Definition 10 supplies the benchmark language used in Theorem 16.

Theorem 16. Let C(e) be a repeated-root lift whose associated simple-root layers have known
exact distances dt = dH(Ct(e)), 0 ≤ t < ps. Put N = nps, K = nps − ∑i∈Γ ei|Ci|, and
D = min0≤t<ps Ptdt. Then C(e) has exact parameters [N, K, D]q. Consequently:

(a) If D = Uq(N, K) for a proved upper bound Uq(N, K), then C(e) is distance-optimal relative
to Uq.

(b) If D = Uq(N, K)− 1, then C(e) is almost distance-optimal relative to Uq.
(c) If D = Bq(N, K) for a chosen table of known q-ary linear codes, then C(e) is best-known

relative to that table.
(d) If D > Bq(N, K), then C(e) is record-breaking relative to that table.

Proof. By Theorem 15, the dimension of C(e) is K = nps − ∑i∈Γ ei|Ci|, and its exact mini-
mum distance is D = min0≤t<ps Ptdt. Thus C(e) has parameters [N, K, D]q with N = nps.

If D = Uq(N, K), then no q-ary linear code of length N and dimension K can have
minimum distance larger than D, by the definition of the upper bound Uq. Hence C(e) is
distance-optimal relative to that bound. If D = Uq(N, K)− 1, then its distance is exactly
one below this proved upper bound, so it is almost distance-optimal relative to Uq. If
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D = Bq(N, K) for a chosen table of known codes, then C(e) matches the best distance
recorded in that table and is best-known relative to it. If D > Bq(N, K), then C(e) improves
the distance recorded in that table, and is therefore record-breaking relative to that table.

Problem 1. Fix a target dimension K. Among all half-cyclotomic multiplicity profiles e : Γ →
{0, 1, . . . , ps} satisfying nps −∑i∈Γ ei|Ci| ≥ K, determine or estimate maxe min0≤t<ps Pt dH(Ct(e)).
If exact layer distances are not known, replace dH(Ct(e)) by a certified layer lower bound ∆HC(Tt(e)),
and study maxe min0≤t<ps Pt ∆HC(Tt(e)).

We now give a precise solution to the half-cyclotomic multiplicity optimization prob-
lem. The main point is that the problem is finite and hence has an optimum. In general,
however, there is no universal greedy rule: the factors Pt are not monotone in t, and the
nesting condition couples the layers. The correct general formulation is a finite integer
optimization, which can be solved exactly by dynamic programming.

Let B = nps − K. By the layer form of the dimension formula, dimFq C(e) = nps −
∑

ps−1
t=0 |Tt(e)|, the constraint nps − ∑i∈Γ ei|Ci| ≥ K is equivalent to ∑

ps−1
t=0 |Tt(e)| ≤ B. Thus

the optimization problem may be written directly in terms of nested half-cyclotomic chains
Tps−1 ⊆ Tps−2 ⊆ · · · ⊆ T1 ⊆ T0 satisfying ∑

ps−1
t=0 |Tt| ≤ B. For each layer T, write δ(T)

for either the exact distance dH(C(T)) or for a certified lower bound such as ∆HC(T). If
this certified bound is not monotone with respect to inclusion, we replace it, whenever
monotonicity is needed, by the certified monotone envelope defined in Lemma 3. The
objective is then max min0≤t<ps Pt δ(Tt), where the maximum is taken over all feasible
nested half-cyclotomic chains.

Lemma 3. Let T ⊆ T′ be unions of q-cyclotomic cosets in Zn,r. Then C(T′) ⊆ C(T), and
hence dH(C(T)) ≤ dH(C(T′)). Thus the true minimum distance is monotone with respect to
enlargement of the defining set. A lower-bound function δ(T) is not automatically monotone; when
monotonicity is required, we use either a certified monotone bound or its certified monotone envelope

δ̂(T) = max{δ(U) : U ⊆ T, U is a union of q-cyclotomic cosets}.

If every δ(U) is a certified lower bound for dH(C(U)), then δ̂(T) is a certified lower bound for
dH(C(T)) and satisfies T ⊆ T′ ⇒ δ̂(T) ≤ δ̂(T′).

Proof. The simple-root code C(T) is generated by gT(x) = ∏Ci⊆T Mi(x). If T ⊆ T′, then
every factor of gT(x) is also a factor of gT′(x). Therefore gT(x) | gT′(x). In the quotient ring
Fq[x]/⟨xn − λ0⟩, divisibility of generators reverses inclusion of the corresponding principal
ideals: ⟨gT′(x)⟩ ⊆ ⟨gT(x)⟩. Thus C(T′) ⊆ C(T). Since the nonzero codewords of C(T′)

form a subset of the nonzero codewords of C(T), we have

dH(C(T)) = min
0 ̸=c∈C(T)

wtH(c) ≤ min
0 ̸=c∈C(T′)

wtH(c) = dH(C(T′)).

Now assume that each δ(U) is a certified lower bound for dH(C(U)). If U ⊆ T, then the
first part gives dH(C(U)) ≤ dH(C(T)). Hence δ(U) ≤ dH(C(U)) ≤ dH(C(T)), and taking
the maximum over all such U shows that δ̂(T) ≤ dH(C(T)). Finally, if T ⊆ T′, then the set
of admissible U ⊆ T is contained in the set of admissible U ⊆ T′, so δ̂(T) ≤ δ̂(T′).

Lemma 3 is the monotonicity input for the maximal-chain statement below.
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Proposition 6. Assume 0 ≤ K ≤ nps. Then the optimization problem maxe min0≤t<ps Pt dH(Ct(e))
over all feasible half-cyclotomic multiplicity profiles has a solution. The same conclusion holds if dH(Ct(e))
is replaced by any certified layer bound ∆HC(Tt(e)).

Proof. The set Γ of coset leaders is finite. A multiplicity profile is a map e : Γ −→
{0, 1, . . . , ps}. Hence the total number of multiplicity profiles is at most (ps + 1)|Γ|.
The half-cyclotomic profiles form a subset of this finite set, and the profiles satisfying
nps − ∑i∈Γ ei|Ci| ≥ K form a finite feasible set. This feasible set is nonempty when
0 ≤ K ≤ nps, since the zero profile ei = 0 has dimension nps. The objective func-
tion is a real-valued function on this finite nonempty set. Therefore it attains its max-
imum. The same argument applies when exact layer distances are replaced by certified
lower bounds.

Proposition 7. Assume that the layer quantity δ(T) used in the objective is monotone with respect to
inclusion. Then there exists an optimal feasible nested half-cyclotomic chain Tps−1 ⊆ · · · ⊆ T0 which
is maximal in the following sense: no layer can be strictly enlarged while preserving the half-cyclotomic
initial-segment condition, the nesting condition, and the budget condition ∑

ps−1
t=0 |Tt| ≤ B.

Proof. By Proposition 6, optimal feasible chains exist. Among all optimal feasible chains,
choose one, say T = (Tt)0≤t<ps , for which the total layer size ∑

ps−1
t=0 |Tt| is maximal.

We claim that T is maximal. Suppose it is not. Then there exists an index j and a
strictly larger half-cyclotomic initial set T′

j ⊋ Tj such that replacing Tj by T′
j preserves

the nesting condition and the budget condition. Let T ′ be the resulting chain. Then

∑
ps−1
t=0 |T′

t | > ∑
ps−1
t=0 |Tt|. For all t ̸= j, the layer is unchanged. For t = j, monotonicity gives

δ(Tj) ≤ δ(T′
j ). Since Pj > 0, we also have Pjδ(Tj) ≤ Pjδ(T′

j ). Therefore min0≤t<ps Ptδ(Tt) ≤
min0≤t<ps Ptδ(T′

t ). Thus T ′ is also optimal. But T ′ has strictly larger total layer size than
T , contradicting the maximal choice of T . Hence T is maximal.

Remark 3. The preceding proposition is not a greedy theorem. It only says that an optimal chain
may be chosen so that it cannot be enlarged without violating the constraints. A universal greedy
algorithm would require additional structure, such as concavity or submodularity of the layer bound,
and such properties are not available in general. In particular, the factors Pt are not monotone in t.

Remark 3 clarifies the limitation of Proposition 7.
We now formulate an exact dynamic programme. Let A be the finite set parametrising

all allowed half-cyclotomic layers. For a ∈ A, let T(a) be the corresponding layer, and
define w(a) = |T(a)|, δ(a) = δ(T(a)). Define a partial order on A by a ⪯ b ⇐⇒ T(a) ⊆
T(b). Thus a nested chain corresponds to a sequence a0, a1, . . . , aps−1 satisfying at ⪯ at−1

for 1 ≤ t < ps.

Theorem 17. Let R be a real number. For each level t, define At(R) = {a ∈ A : Ptδ(a) ≥ R}.
For a ∈ A0(R), set F0(a) = w(a). For 1 ≤ t < ps and a ∈ At(R), define recursively

Ft(a) = w(a) + min
b∈At−1(R)

a⪯b

Ft−1(b), (40)

with the convention that the minimum is +∞ if no such b exists.
Then there exists a feasible nested half-cyclotomic chain satisfying ∑

ps−1
t=0 |Tt| ≤ B and

min0≤t<ps Ptδ(Tt) ≥ R if and only if mina∈Aps−1(R) Fps−1(a) ≤ B. Consequently, the optimal
value of Problem 1 is the largest attainable value of R.
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Proof. A nested chain is equivalent to a sequence a0, a1, . . . , aps−1 with at ⪯ at−1 for
1 ≤ t < ps. The condition min0≤t<ps Ptδ(T(at)) ≥ R is equivalent to at ∈ At(R) for

0 ≤ t < ps. The total layer size is ∑
ps−1
t=0 w(at). We prove by induction on t that Ft(a) is

the minimum total weight of a valid partial chain a0, a1, . . . , at ending at at = a, satisfying
au ∈ Au(R) for 0 ≤ u ≤ t, and au ⪯ au−1 for 1 ≤ u ≤ t. For t = 0, such a partial chain
consists only of a0 = a, so its weight is w(a). Therefore F0(a) = w(a). Assume the assertion
holds for t − 1. A partial chain ending at at = a must have previous layer at−1 = b, where
b ∈ At−1(R) and a ⪯ b. The minimum total weight of the first t layers ending at such a b is
Ft−1(b) by the induction hypothesis. Adding the last layer contributes w(a). Therefore the
minimum total weight of a partial chain ending at a is exactly the recursive value defining
Ft(a).

At the final level ps − 1, a complete chain satisfying the threshold condition has
minimum possible total weight mina∈Aps−1(R) Fps−1(a). Therefore such a chain satisfies the
budget condition if and only if this minimum is at most B. This proves the criterion. Since
A and the set of levels are finite, the set of attainable objective values is finite. Hence the
largest attainable R exists and equals the optimal value.

Theorem 17 converts the profile search into a finite dynamic programme. Let L = ps

and A = |A|. For a fixed threshold R, after the partial order on A is known, the recursion
in Theorem 17 can be evaluated in O(LA2) time and O(A) working memory. The partial
order can be precomputed in O(A2) time. Since the optimal threshold belongs to the finite
set {Ptδ(a) : 0 ≤ t < L, a ∈ A}, which has size at most LA, the exact optimum can be
found by sorting these candidates and using binary search over the feasibility test. Thus
the dynamic programme is polynomial in the number of admissible layers A and in L = ps.

Corollary 3. Assume that the cyclotomic cosets in Zn,r have exactly two sizes ℓ < m. Write each
layer as at = (aℓ,t, am,t), 0 ≤ aℓ,t ≤ Nℓ, 0 ≤ am,t ≤ Nm. Then the optimization problem is the
finite integer programme

max min
0≤t<ps

Pt δ(aℓ,t, am,t)

subject to aℓ,t+1 ≤ aℓ,t, am,t+1 ≤ am,t for 0 ≤ t < ps − 1, and ∑
ps−1
t=0

(
ℓaℓ,t + mam,t

)
≤ nps − K.

Here δ(aℓ,t, am,t) denotes either the exact distance of the simple-root layer or a certified lower bound.

Proof. In the two-size case, a half-cyclotomic layer is completely determined by the
pair (aℓ,t, am,t). The nesting condition is exactly the componentwise condition aℓ,t+1 ≤
aℓ,t, am,t+1 ≤ am,t. The weight of the layer is |Tt| = ℓaℓ,t + mam,t. Substituting these
expressions into the general optimization formulation gives the displayed finite integer
programme.

Corollary 3 is the explicit integer form used in the two-size computations. In the two-
coset-size case, A = (Nℓ + 1)(Nm + 1). Hence the fixed-threshold dynamic-programming
test has time complexity O(ps A2), with A = (Nℓ + 1)(Nm + 1).

Remark 4. In the two-coset-size case, many half-cyclotomic lower bounds are controlled by the
number am,t of selected large cosets in the layer Tt. Thus, as a first approximation, the repeated-root
lower bound behaves like min0≤t<ps Pt am,t. The factors Pt are usually irregular in t, because they
depend on the base-p digits of t. A good multiplicity profile should therefore allocate more protection
to layers where Pt is small and may allow less protection where Pt is large. The nesting condition
Tt+1 ⊆ Tt imposes a strong constraint on this balancing process, since the number of selected
cosets cannot increase as t increases. This interaction between the p-adic factors Pt and the nested
half-cyclotomic layers is one of the main new design features in the repeated-root setting.
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This principle is used in the numerical comparisons in Section 8.

8. Numerical Illustrations and Comparison
This section illustrates the practical advantage of layered multiplicity profiles. All

comparisons use the same simple-root half-cyclotomic data, so any gain in dimension at
the same certified lower bound comes from the repeated-root layering itself. Compared
with the simple-root construction of [26], the present method does not choose only one
defining set. It distributes half-cyclotomic defining sets across the ps repeated-root levels.
Compared with the distance reduction method of [27], the novelty is that the torsion layers
are not treated merely as a consequence of a given repeated-root ideal; they are used as
design variables.

We use the terminology “optimal”, “best-known”, and “record-breaking” in the precise
sense fixed later in Definition 10: optimality refers to meeting a proved upper bound,
while the latter two terms refer to comparison with specified tables or databases. The
purpose of the examples is therefore structural: they show how multiplicity profiles steer
dimension while keeping a certified repeated-root distance bound. We do not claim
that every displayed code is optimal or best-known in Grassl’s database; when such a
comparison is available, it is stated explicitly.

For a fixed repeated-root index e0 = ps, we compare four profiles:

(i) The uniform upper profile, in which every layer is H+;
(ii) The uniform lower profile, in which every layer is H−, whenever the lower half-

cyclotomic distance bound is available;
(iii) The balanced mixed profile, in which half of the layers are H+ and half are H−;
(iv) The naive single-layer lift, in which only the first layer is half-cyclotomic and the

remaining layers are empty.

The first two profiles are uniform repeated-root lifts of the simple-root construction.
The mixed profile is different: it uses multiplicity levels to steer the dimension while
keeping the same certified layer-distance bound. The naive lift is included to show that
high dimension alone is misleading, since empty layers may force the repeated-root distance
bound to collapse.

Example 1. We give a compact detailed example based on the best-known simple-root constacyclic
codes in Example 5.4 and Table 5.1 of [26]. Let q = 4, p = 2, s = 2, n = 17, r = 3, and λ0 ∈ F∗

4 of
order 3. Then λ = λ4

0 = λ0, so x68 − λ = (x17 − λ0)
4. The 4-cyclotomic cosets in Z17,3 ⊆ Z/51Z

are

C1 = {1, 4, 13, 16}, C7 = {7, 10, 28, 40}, C19 = {19, 25, 43, 49},

C22 = {22, 31, 37, 46}, C34 = {34}.

Thus sizes are 1 and 4, with N1 = 1, N4 = 4. Define H+ = C1 ∪ C7 ∪ C34, H− = C1 ∪ C7,
so |H+| = 9, |H−| = 8. The source gives C(H+) = [17, 8, 8]4, C(H−) = [17, 9, 7]4 (both
best-known; C(H+) is non-BCH). Take the nested chain T0 = T1 = H+, T2 = T3 = H−.
Let Mi be the irreducible factor of x17 − λ0 for coset Ci. The multiplicity profile is e1 = e7 =

4, e34 = 2, e19 = e22 = 0. Thus g(x) = M4
1 M4

7 M2
34, deg g = 4 · 4 + 4 · 4 + 2 · 1 = 34, so

dimF4 C = 68 − 34 = 34. The 2-adic factors are (P0, P1, P2, P3) = (1, 2, 2, 4). Using exact layer
distances 8 and 7,

dH(C) = min{1 · 8, 2 · 8, 2 · 7, 4 · 7} = 8.

Hence we obtain the exact code [68, 34, 8]4. The uniform upper lift gives [68, 32, 8]4 (losing 2
dimensions), while the naive single-layer lift has dimension 59 but distance collapses to 2 ( Table 1).
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Table 1. Repeated-root profiles from the q = 4, n = 17, r = 3 best-known simple-root source codes.

Profile Layers Dimension Distance Parameter Comment

Uniform upper 4H+ 32 8 [68, 32, 8]4 uniform lift
Balanced mixed 2H+ + 2H− 34 8 [68, 34, 8]4 +2 dimensions
Uniform lower 4H− 36 7 [68, 36, 7]4 higher dimension

Naive single layer H+ + 3∅ 59 2 [68, 59, 2]4 distance collapses

The numerical computations were verified with MAGMA (V2.29-8). The verification
constructs the relevant q-cyclotomic cosets, forms the defining sets H+ and H−, computes
generator degrees and dimensions from the multiplicity profiles, and evaluates the repeated-
root distance bounds using Theorem 4. In Example 1, the simple-root distances were
computed exactly, so the resulting repeated-root distance is exact. In the remaining larger
examples, the displayed distances are certified lower bounds unless exactness is explicitly
stated.

Example 2. Let q = 2a with a ≥ 1, let p = 2, let r = 1, and take n = q3 − 1. This is the family
n = (qρ − 1)/(rσ) with ρ = 3 and σ = 1, of the type considered in [26]. The q-cyclotomic cosets
in Zn,1 have sizes 1 and 3. The numbers of such cosets are N1 = q − 1 and N3 = (q3 − q)/3.
Since q is even, N1 is odd and N3 is even. Hence

|H+| =
⌈

N1

2

⌉
+ 3

⌈
N3

2

⌉
=

q3

2
, |H−| =

⌊
N1

2

⌋
+ 3

⌊
N3

2

⌋
=

q3 − 2
2

. (41)

Both H+ and H− satisfy the same certified simple-root distance bound, namely

∆(q) =
⌊

qN3

2(q − 1)

⌋
=

⌊
q2(q + 1)

6

⌋
. (42)

Let e0 = 2s. For 0 ≤ u ≤ e0, define a nested profile by T0 = · · · = Tu−1 = H+ and Tu = · · · =
Te0−1 = H−. Since H− ⊆ H+, this is a valid nested half-cyclotomic chain. The corresponding
repeated-root code C(u) ⊆ Fq[x]/⟨xe0n − 1⟩ has length N = e0(q3 − 1) and dimension

dimFq C(u) = N − u|H+| − (e0 − u)|H−| = N
2
+

e0

2
− u.

Moreover, each active layer has distance at least ∆(q), and mint Pt = 1. Therefore

dH(C(u)) ≥ ∆(q) =
⌊

q2(q + 1)
6

⌋
.

Thus, as u varies, the dimension moves in unit steps through N
2 − e0

2 ≤ dimFq C(u) ≤ N
2 + e0

2 ,
while the same certified distance lower bound is retained. The uniform upper lift is obtained when
u = e0, the uniform lower lift when u = 0, and the exact half-rate mixed code when u = e0/2.

The preceding example shows the main extra flexibility beyond a direct simple-root
construction [26]: the simple-root method gives one defining set and hence one dimen-
sion, while the repeated-root profile gives a whole interval of dimensions at the same
certified distance. It also gives more flexibility than a uniform repeated-root lift because the
dimension can be increased without weakening the layer-distance certificate.

Table 2 should be read at fixed simple-root input. For each value of q, all three non-
naive profiles have the same ambient length and the same certified lower bound. The
uniform upper lift is the most conservative repeated-root lift. The balanced profile keeps
exact rate 1/2 and gains two dimensions over this uniform upper lift when e0 = 4. The
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uniform lower profile gains two further dimensions, but its rate is above 1/2. Hence the
balanced profile gives the exact half-rate member of a family that cannot be obtained by
choosing only one simple-root half-cyclotomic defining set. The comparison is internal to
the proposed construction and should not be interpreted as a claim of optimality against
all linear codes of the same length and dimension.

Table 2. Dimension steering for the family q = 2a, n = q3 − 1, and e0 = ps = 4. The three non-naive
repeated-root codes use the same half-cyclotomic layer-distance bound ∆(q) but different multiplicity
profiles.

q n N = 4n ∆(q) Uniform H+ Dim Balanced Dim Uniform H− Dim Gain Over H+

2 7 28 2 12 14 16 +2
4 63 252 13 124 126 128 +2
8 511 2044 96 1020 1022 1024 +2

16 4095 16,380 725 8188 8190 8192 +2
32 32,767 131,068 5632 65,532 65,534 65,536 +2

Example 3. Take q = 4, p = 2, s = 2, e0 = 4, and n = 43 − 1 = 63. The repeated-root length is
N = 252. The coset-size distribution is N1 = 3 and N3 = 20. Thus |H+| = 2 + 3 · 10 = 32 and
|H−| = 1+ 3 · 10 = 31. The certified simple-root layer bound is ∆(4) = ⌊4 · 20/(2(4− 1))⌋ = 13.
The 2-adic repeated-root factors for s = 2 are (P0, P1, P2, P3) = (1, 2, 2, 4).

Taking the balanced chain T0 = T1 = H+ and T2 = T3 = H− gives dimF4 Cbal =

252 − (32 + 32 + 31 + 31) = 126. Since every active layer has distance at least 13, the distance
reduction theorem gives

dH(Cbal) ≥ min{1 · 13, 2 · 13, 2 · 13, 4 · 13} = 13.

Hence the construction gives the certified repeated-root code [252, 126,≥ 13]4. The two natural
uniform endpoints are C+ = [252, 124,≥ 13]4 and C− = [252, 128,≥ 13]4. Therefore the balanced
profile gains two dimensions over the uniform upper lift without lowering the certified distance,
while remaining exactly half-rate.

By contrast, the naive single-layer lift T0 = H+ and T1 = T2 = T3 = ∅ has dimension
252− 32 = 220, but the empty higher layers are full spaces with distance 1. Hence the repeated-root
distance reduction of [27] gives

dH ≥ min{1 · 13, 2 · 1, 2 · 1, 4 · 1} = 2.

Thus the large dimension of the naive lift is obtained at the cost of a very small certified repeated-root
distance. The balanced and uniform profiles avoid this collapse by keeping nontrivial half-cyclotomic
layers active at all multiplicity levels.

Table 3 makes the comparison transparent. The naive lift has the largest dimension but
loses the repeated-root distance certificate. The uniform upper lift preserves the certified
distance but is below half-rate. The balanced profile preserves the same certified distance
and reaches exact half-rate. This is the structural flexibility obtained from the multiplicity-
profile method.
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Table 3. Comparison of four repeated-root profiles over F4 with n = 63 and e0 = 4. The balanced
code is the exact half-rate member.

Profile Layers Dimension Certified d Comment

Naive single layer H+,∅,∅,∅ 220 ≥2 distance collapses
Uniform upper H+, H+, H+, H+ 124 ≥13 conservative lift
Balanced mixed H+, H+, H−, H− 126 ≥13 exact half-rate
Uniform lower H−, H−, H−, H− 128 ≥13 higher-rate endpoint

For comparison with Grassl’s database, Example 1 gives the exact repeated-root code
[28, 14, 4]2, while Grassl’s database records a [28, 14, 8]2 code and the matching upper bound
8. Hence that small example is not best-known as a general binary linear code. Its role is to
verify the repeated-root profile mechanism in a case where the full generator polynomial
and exact distance can be computed explicitly.

Example 4. Fix q = 4 and n = 63, and let e0 = 2s. The layer sizes remain |H+| = 32 and
|H−| = 31, and the certified layer distance remains 13. For the balanced profile, e0/2 layers are
chosen equal to H+ and e0/2 layers equal to H−. Therefore dim Cbal = 63e0/2 and dH(Cbal) ≥ 13.
The uniform upper lift has dimension 63e0/2 − e0/2, so the balanced profile gains e0/2 dimensions
at the same certified lower bound.

Table 4 illustrates a feature that is absent from the simple-root construction of [26]. In
the simple-root case there is only one defining set. In the repeated-root case there are ps

multiplicity levels, and the profile can be tuned across these levels. Thus multiplicity is not
merely a complication of repeated-root constacyclic codes, as in the classification problems
studied for special lengths in [29]; it becomes a useful design variable.

Table 4. Fixed q = 4, n = 63: increasing the repeated-root index enlarges the dimension-steering
interval while the certified lower bound remains 13.

e0 = ps Length N = 63e0 H+ Dim Balanced Dim H− Dim Gain Over H+ Certified d

2 126 62 63 64 +1 ≥13
4 252 124 126 128 +2 ≥13
8 504 248 252 256 +4 ≥13

16 1008 496 504 512 +8 ≥13

Example 5. Let q = 3, p = 3, r = 1, and n = 33 − 1 = 26. Then the cyclotomic cosets in
Z26,1 have sizes 1 and 3, with N1 = 2 and N3 = 8. Here |H+| = |H−| = 1 + 3 · 4 = 13,
so the upper and lower half-cyclotomic layers have the same size. The certified layer bound is
∆(3) = ⌊3 · 8/(2(3− 1))⌋ = 6. For e0 = 3s, the constant profile gives dimF3 C = 26e0 − 13e0 =

13e0, dH(C) ≥ 6. Thus the method still gives exact half-rate repeated-root codes with certified
distance. However, because |H+| = |H−|, there is no dimension interval to exploit. This baseline
clarifies where the advantage of the mixed-layer construction comes from: it is strongest when two
admissible half-cyclotomic layers have the same certified distance but different sizes.

The first row of Table 5 gives the certified repeated-root parameter [78, 39,≥ 6]3.
Grassl’s database gives lower and upper bounds 18 ≤ d ≤ 25 for general ternary linear
codes with parameters [78, 39]. Thus this entry is not competitive with the best-known
general linear-code bounds. This comparison again emphasizes that the present examples
are designed to demonstrate the repeated-root profile mechanism rather than to claim
universal improvements over the best-known tables.
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Table 5. Odd-characteristic baseline for q = 3, n = 26. Upper and lower half-cyclotomic layers have
equal size, so the profile gives half-rate codes but no upper/lower dimension steering.

e0 = ps Length N = 26e0 Layer Size Dimension Certified d

3 78 13 39 ≥6
9 234 13 117 ≥6
27 702 13 351 ≥6

8.1. Discussion

The examples show that the main role of the repeated-root multiplicity profile is not
merely to increase the length, but to distribute simple-root defining sets across the ps

torsion layers. A uniform lift assigns the same multiplicity to all selected irreducible factors,
while a mixed profile allows different protected layers to appear at different repeated-root
levels. This gives a controlled way to adjust the dimension while preserving the strongest
available layer-distance certificate.

The detailed example in Table 1 illustrates this effect clearly. The uniform upper lift
has parameters [68, 32, 8]4, whereas the balanced mixed profile gives [68, 34, 8]4. Thus, the
mixed profile gains two dimensions without decreasing the exact minimum distance. By
contrast, the naive single-layer lift has much larger dimension, but its higher layers are
full-space layers of distance 1, so the repeated-root distance collapses to 2.

This also explains the comparison with the simple-root construction of [26]. The simple-
root construction provides good half-cyclotomic defining sets at length n. The present
construction uses these sets as layer inputs and distributes them across the repeated-root
length nps. The distance formula of [27] then converts the layer distances into an exact
repeated-root distance formula or into a certified lower bound. Hence, the layers are not
only analyzed after the code is constructed; they are part of the design.

The method has natural limitations. If the available upper and lower half-cyclotomic
layers have the same size, then mixing them does not create a dimension-steering interval,
although it may still give half-rate repeated-root codes with certified distance. Also,
heuristic distance estimates are not used as certificates; the tables use only exact distances
or proved lower bounds. The construction is most effective when there are nested simple-
root layers with comparable certified distances but different sizes, since this is precisely
when multiplicity profiles can increase dimension without forcing a distance collapse.

8.2. MAGMA Verification Code

For reproducibility, we include a concise MAGMA script verifying Example 1 and
Table 1. The remaining numerical tables are obtained by the same substitutions in the
dimension and layer-bound formulas.

F<a> := GF(4);
K<b> := ext<F | 4>;
R<x> := PolynomialRing(F);

beta := b^((#K-1) div 51);
lambda0 := F!(beta^17);

function PFactor(t,p,s)
A := Intseq(t,p);
while #A lt s do Append(~A,0); end while;
return &*[A[i]+1 : i in [1..s]];
end function;
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function CodeFromGenerator(g,N)
R := Parent(g);
F := BaseRing(R);
x := R.1;
G := Matrix(F,[[Coefficient(x^j*g,i) : i in [0..N-1]]
: j in [0..N-Degree(g)-1]]);
return LinearCode(G);
end function;

// Simple-root factors for q=4, n=17, r=3.
M1 := R!MinimalPolynomial(beta);
M7 := R!MinimalPolynomial(beta^7);
M34 := R!MinimalPolynomial(beta^34);

Factorization(x^17-lambda0);

// H^+ = C_1 union C_7 union C_34,
// H^- = C_1 union C_7.
CHplus := CodeFromGenerator(M1*M7*M34,17);
CHminus := CodeFromGenerator(M1*M7,17);

<Length(CHplus), Dimension(CHplus), MinimumDistance(CHplus)>;
<Length(CHminus), Dimension(CHminus), MinimumDistance(CHminus)>;

// Mixed repeated-root profile:
// e_1=e_7=4, e_34=2.
Crep := CodeFromGenerator(M1^4*M7^4*M34^2,68);
<Length(Crep), Dimension(Crep), MinimumDistance(Crep)>;

// Distance reduction check.
P := [PFactor(t,2,2) : t in [0..3]];
Min([P[i]*[8,8,7,7][i] : i in [1..4]]);

// Table comparison.
N := 68;
Hplus := 9;
Hminus := 8;

uniform_upper_dim := N-4*Hplus;
mixed_dim := N-2*Hplus-2*Hminus;
uniform_lower_dim := N-4*Hminus;
naive_dim := N-Hplus;

uniform_upper_d := 8;
mixed_d := 8;
uniform_lower_d := 7;
naive_d := Min([P[1]*8,P[2],P[3],P[4]]);

<"Uniform upper", uniform_upper_dim, uniform_upper_d>;
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<"Balanced mixed", mixed_dim, mixed_d>;
<"Uniform lower", uniform_lower_dim, uniform_lower_d>;
<"Naive", naive_dim, naive_d>;

9. Conclusions
We introduced half-cyclotomic repeated-root constacyclic codes of length nps through

multiplicity profiles on the cyclotomic cosets of xn − λ0. These profiles produce nested
simple-root layers, allowing the repeated-root distance formula [27] to be combined with
half-cyclotomic simple-root bounds [26,30]. The main results are the layer reconstruction
and dimension formulas, the exact distance reduction theorem, the layerwise lower bounds,
the conditional half-rate family theorem, and explicit constructions for the three arithmetic
length families considered in the paper.

The main conceptual point is that repeated-root multiplicities are used as active design
variables rather than only as repeated algebraic factors. By choosing different defining
sets at different multiplicity levels, the construction controls dimension through the total
size of the layers and controls distance through the weakest Pt-weighted simple-root layer
distance. This separates the theoretical mechanism from the computational verification:
the framework is algebraic, while exact computations are used only to certify particular
layer distances or examples.

The numerical examples illustrate this mechanism. In particular, the detailed
mixed-profile example gives [68, 34, 8]4, while the corresponding uniform upper lift gives
[68, 32, 8]4. Thus, the mixed profile gains two dimensions without decreasing the exact
minimum distance. The examples also show why naive single-layer lifts may fail: once
higher layers become full-space layers of distance 1, the repeated-root distance certificate
can collapse.

The construction is not claimed to produce new optimal codes beyond Grassl’s
database unless an exact comparison for the same length and dimension is available.
In the examples, we therefore state exact parameters or certified lower bounds, and any
best-known or record-breaking claim requires separate verification.

Computationally, the method reduces repeated-root distance analysis to simple-root
layer computations and the finite minimum in Theorem 4. Thus, instead of searching
directly in the repeated-root ambient space, one constructs nested layers, verifies or certifies
their simple-root distances, and evaluates the corresponding Pt-weighted minimum.

The framework may also extend to repeated-root quasi-cyclic or quasi-twisted codes
by using several interacting layer chains. A skew constacyclic analogue is another possible
direction, but it would require suitable noncommutative factorization tools and a skew
version of the repeated-root distance reduction formula.

From a practical viewpoint, the construction is most useful when good simple-root
constacyclic layers are already available and one wants to tune the repeated-root dimension
without losing the verified layer-distance certificate. Future refinements can focus on
optimizing admissible layered profiles and inserting exact layer distances into Theorem 4
to obtain sharper repeated-root parameters.
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