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Abstract: Vehicle tracking in the field of intelligent transportation has received extensive attention in
recent years. Multi-sensor-based vehicle tracking system is widely used in some critical environments.
However, in the actual scenes, the observation error of each sensor is often different and time varying
because of the environmental change and the channel difference. Therefore, in this paper, we propose
a multi-sensor interacted vehicle-tracking algorithm with time-varying observation error (MI-TVOE).
The algorithm establishes a jointed and time-varying observation error model for each sensor to
indicate the variation of observation noise. Then, we develop a multi-sensor interacted vehicle-
tracking algorithm which can predict the statistical information of a time-varying observation error
and fuse the tracking result of each sensor to provide a global estimation. Simulation results show that
the proposed MI-TVOE algorithm can significantly improve the tracking performance compared to
the single-sensor-based tracking method, the traditional unscented Kalman filter (UKF), the apdative
UKF method (AUKF) and the multi-error fused UKF method (MEF-UKF), which will be well applied
to the complex tracking scenes and will reduce the computational complexity with time-varying
observation error. The experiments in this paper also prove the superiority of the proposed MI-TVOE
algorithm in complex environments.

Keywords: vehicle tracking; time varying observation error; multi-sensor interacted

1. Introduction

With the advancement of computer technology, research on vehicle tracking in the field
of intelligent transportation has received extensive attention [1–3]. Global Position System
(GPS) is the most basic technology for vehicle tracking. However, GPS suffers from signal
attenuation in some critical environments, such as urban canyons or indoors. In addition,
vision-based localization methods are also used for vehicle tracking; however, they have
poor tracking accuracy in the varying illumination conditions or shadows. In order to
improve the tracking performance in these scenarios, a multi-sensor-based vehicle tracking
system has been widely used, since it can fuse different kinds of observation data from
each sensor, which can improve the tracking performance effectively [4–7].

However, in the actual scenarios, due to environmental change and channel difference,
various noises and disturbances make the system more complex and unstable. Meanwhile,
since the observation errors of each sensor are often different and time-varying, it is difficult
to obtain the fixed noise distribution. Therefore, the multi-sensor-based vehicle tracking
system still has great challenges in complicated scenarios. A new method needs to be
developed to improve the system robustness and tracking accuracy.

In this paper, we propose a multi-sensor interacted vehicle-tracking algorithm with
time-varying observation error to solve the described shortcomings. The main contributions
of this paper are summarized as follows:

(1) For complex tracking environments with changing noise, we establish a jointed and
time-varying observation error model for each sensor to indicate the variation of observa-
tion noise, which improves the vehicle tracking performance with high tracking accuracy.
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(2) We propose a multi-sensor interacted vehicle-tracking algorithm which can predict
the statistical information of time varying observation error and fuse the tracking result
of each sensor to give a global estimation. The algorithm reduces the computational
complexity and improve the tracking robustness with time varying observation error.

(3) We verify the effectiveness of the proposed algorithm through simulation and
experiments with real data. The experiments are performed by designing an unmanned
mobile platform (UMP) positioning system with an inertial navigation system (INS) and
ultra-wideband (UWB) platform. From the simulation and experiments result, we can
improve the tracking performance significantly with time-varying observation noise.

This paper is organized as follows. Section 2 briefly reviews the related works about
vehicle tracking. Section 3 introduces the system models, including the mobility model
and the jointed observation model. In Section 4, we give the elaborate explanation of the
new proposed MI-TVOE algorithm. The simulation process and analysis are introduced in
Section 5. Section 6 gives the experiments results with real data to prove the effectiveness
of the algorithm. Conclusions are drawn in Section 7.

Table 1 provides a list of symbols used throughout the paper.

Table 1. The MI-TVOE symbols.

Symbol Definition

F State transition matrix
Γ Input noise transition matrix
H Observation matrix

w,v System noise and measurement noise vector
Q,R System and measurement covariance matrix

T Sample period
(xp, yp),(xv, yv),(xa, ya) The position, the velocity, and the acceleration of a moving vehicle

(xi, yi) The position of sensor i
Disti,Anglei,Doppleri Distance,angle, and Doppler measurements of sensor i

Rdij, Raij,Rrij The jth observation variance of sensor i for distance, angle, Doppler
Ω Markov probability transition matrix
m The number of different observation error models
N The number of sensors
n The dimension of the state vector
−
µq The prediction probability of the q th observation error model
µjq The mixing transition probability

∧
xoq ,Poq The prior state vector and covariance estimation
∧
x j ,Pj The prediction state vector and covariance estimation

xa
(j),ω(j) A series of sigma points and corresponding weight
∧
xq ,Pq One-step prediction of the sigma points

z Measurement (system output) vector
∧
xq ,Pq State vector and covariance matrix for one filter update

K Gain of Unscented Kalman Filter
∧
xi ,Pi The estimation with time-varying observation error of sensor i

tr Trace of the matrix
diag Diagonal of vector or matrix
−1 Matrix inverse
ωi The fusion coefficient
∧
xg ,Pg The estimated results of the sensors fusion

2. Related Works
2.1. Adaptive Tracking Methods

Bayesian filters are most commonly applied to vehicle tracking, including the Kalman
filter (KF) [8], extended Kalman filter (EKF), unscented Kalman filter, and particle filter (PF)
methods. Considering the complicated mobility and observation systems, many researchers
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have investigated the adaptive filter-based tracking algorithms. In [9], an online estima-
tion method of adaptively distributing information coefficients is designed to solve the
problem of low fusion tracking error and instability. For maneuvering vehicles, adaptive
extended Kalman filter (AEKF) algorithms have been developed in [10,11] that can update
the noise covariance during the estimation process. Ref. [12] proposed a random sample
consensus(RANSAC)-based track initialization algorithm for a multi-sensor system, which
could recursively learn the vehicle motion model in a noise environment. Considering
the nonlinear observation systems, Ref. [13] proposed an adaptive tracking fusion algo-
rithm based on UKF, which improved the distributed multi-sensor data fusion system and
improved the tracking accuracy of ground combat vehicles. For the filtering problem of
nonlinear systems, the filtering precision of UKF is higher than EKF, and the computation
complexity of UKF is less than that of PF (Particle filter) [14,15]. Ref. [16] proposed a
hierarchical fusion estimation method with link failures, which used the Kalman filter algo-
rithm to ensure the consistency of the collected data and used a CI (Covariance Interaction)
algorithm to obtain a fusion estimation, which dramatically reduced the computational
complexity. In addition, Multiple Model (MM) and Interactive Multiple Model (IMM)
algorithms [17,18] are widely used for the problem of unknown motion models in the
maneuvering vehicle-tracking problem. Ref. [19] solved the problem of inability to assign
precise regions for target vehicles and radar errors by using an IMM filter, improving the
accuracy of measurements. However, the IMM algorithm also has some shortcomings,
such as a large amount of calculation and a fixed model set.

2.2. Tracking Methods with Complex Noise

Although previous research has improved the tracking accuracy and reduced the
computational complexity, the complex observation noise significantly impacts the tracking
accuracy of the system as the time and environment change. It is of greater importance to
study wireless channels with varying noise in complex scenarios. To deal with adaptive
estimation of the noise covariance,Refs. [20,21] studied the state estimation problem of com-
plex dynamic networks with nonlinear coupling under channel noise. Ref. [22] designed
a new optimal estimation method for linear discrete time-systems with time-delay and
multi-error measurement. This method improved the estimation accuracy by reducing the
usage rate of measurement values with larger errors. When the target vehicles are affected
by the tracking environment noise that is uncertain or completely unknown during the
moving process, parameter estimation methods such as Recursive Least Squares (RLS) and
the gradient algorithm have obtained great results. However, most of these estimation
methods assume that the parameters to be estimated are constant or slowly changing.
Subsequently, researchers considered the perspective of probability density function ap-
proximation, resulting in the Monte Carlo (MC) method [23], Variational Bayes (VB) [24,25]
and Expectation Maximization (EM) [26] algorithm. Among them, variational Bayesian
inference has become a tool for studying probabilistic models. It is more accurate and faster
than traditional point estimation, and has higher filtering accuracy. Ref. [27] proposed an
interactive multi-model variational Bayesian (IMM-VB) algorithm to solve the problem
of tracking accuracy degradation caused by outlier interference in real systems. Ref. [28]
proposed an adaptive extended vehicle-tracking algorithm with unknown time-varying
sensor error covariance. In [29], an approximate maximization method based on variational
inference is used for multi-camera 3D localization and video tracking, which is signifi-
cantly better than previous algorithms. However, the variational Bayesian algorithm is
computationally expensive in the continuous iterative process.

2.3. Real-Time Tracking Methods

For the actual vehicle-tracking scenarios, the observation noise is always varied with
different time. Real-time processing performance is an essential aspect when the subject of
vehicle tracking is addressed. Refs. [30–33] proposed real-time tracking maneuvering target
algorithms. Ref. [30] develops a visual monitoring system and yield a stable, real-time
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tracker that reliably deals with the long-term scene changes. According to the needs of
real-time tracking maneuvering targets, researchers combine the Gaussian algorithm and
wavelet filtering to remove the influence of interference and obtain the target maneuvering
trajectory in [31]. Meanwhile, in [33], an ultra-wideband and inertial navigation data
fusion positioning algorithm based on Kalman filter(INS+KF) is proposed to deal with the
problem of real-time tracking. Although these methods turned out to improve location
accuracy based on simulation results, the robustness of these algorithms is poor when the
environment changes suddenly.

2.4. Former Works

Our former work in [34] proposed an unscented Kalman-filter-based fusion tracking
method with a multi-error model (MEF-UKF). In [34], we developed a multi-error model
to describe the observation noise’s variation. Then, we obtained the tracking trajectory by
fusing the results from several parallel unscented Kalman filters corresponding to each
observation noise. However, the multi-error model in [34] can be only used with single
observation, which has limited tracking performance. Meanwhile, if the sensor fails or
no signal is received, it will cause great difficulties in tracking. Therefore, in this paper,
we propose a jointed and time-varying observation error model which can indicate the
changing measurement noise and develop a multi-sensor interacted method to obviously
improve the tracking accuracy.

3. Models

In this paper, we construct a multi-sensor interacted vehicle-tracking system. The sys-
tem structure used in intelligent transportation is as shown in Figure 1. In Figure 1, multiple
sensors are deployed in the monitoring area, which can receive the observation information
from the moving vehicles. The fusion center is used to obtain the global tracking result.

Affected by the environmental change and the channel difference, the observation noise
error from each sensor is always different and time varying, which obviously reduces the
tracking accuracy. In Figure 1, {R1(k), R2(k), R3(k)} and {R1(k + 1), R2(k + 1), R3(k + 1)}
determine the noise error vector of each sensor at time k and time k + 1, respectively.

According to the system structure as shown in Figure 1, we introduce the vehicle-
tracking system model from two parts: the mobility model and the jointed observa-
tion model.

Figure 1. The structure of tracking system.

3.1. Mobility Model

Consider a multi-sensor based vehicle tracking system. The mobility model is ex-
pressed as in (1),

x(k + 1) = Fx(k) + Γw(k) (1)

x(k) =
[
xp(k) yp(k) xv(k) yv(k) xa(k) ya(k)

]T (2)
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F =



1 0 T 0 T2

2 0
0 1 0 T 0 T2

2
0 0 1 0 T 0
0 0 0 1 0 T
0 0 0 0 1 0
0 0 0 0 0 1


(3)

Γ =



T2

4 0
0 T2

4
T
2 0
0 T

2
1 0
0 1


(4)

where x(k) is the state vector of a moving vehicle at time k. (xp(k), yp(k)), (xv(k), yv(k))
and (xa(k), ya(k)) represent the position, the velocity and the acceleration of a moving
vehicle at time k, respectively. F is the state transition matrix. Γ is the input noise transition
matrix, which can be obtained from (3) and (4). w(k) ∼ N(0, Q(k)) is the model noise.
Q(k) is the covariance matrix of w(k) at time k. T is the observation period.

3.2. Jointed Observation Model

The observation model describes the relationship between the observation z(k) and the
system state x(k). Therefore, the observation model of the moving target can be expressed
as (5),

z(k) = H(x(k)) + v(k) (5)

where H represents the observation matrix of the system. v(k) ∼ N(0, R(k)) is the observa-
tion noise. Rk is the covariance of the observation noise at time k. Since the observation
noise always varies with time and environment changes, R(k) is a time-varying parameter
which will greatly affect the tracking performance. In this paper, we will analyze the
time-varying noise error R(k) in detail in Section 3.

In order to increase the tracking precision, we use a jointed observation, including
distance Disti, angle Anglei and Doppler measurements Doppleri of sensor i to describe
the observation information from different aspects, which are as shown in (6)–(8).

Disti =
√
(xp(k)− xi)

2 + (yp(k)− yi)
2 (6)

Anglei = atan(yp(k)− yi)/(xp(k)− xi) (7)

Doppleri = (xv(k) ∗ xp(k) + yv(k) ∗ yp(k))/
√
(xp(k)− xi)

2 + (yp(k)− yi)
2) (8)

where (xi, yi) represents the position of sensor i. (xp(k), yp(k)) is the moving vehicle’s
position at time k. (xv(k), yv(k)) is the vehicle’s velocity at time k.

Based on the jointed observation information, we establish a jointed observation matrix
as in (9).

H =


√
(xp(k)− xi)

2 + (yp(k)− yi)
2

atan(yp(k)− yi)/(xp(k)− xi)

(xv(k) ∗ xp(k) + yv(k) ∗ yp(k))/
√
(xp(k)− xi)

2 + (yp(k)− yi)
2)

 (9)

4. Vehicle-Tracking Algorithm

In this paper, we propose a multi-sensor interacted vehicle-tracking algorithm with
time-varying observation error. Firstly, we propose a time-varying and jointed observation
error model to indicate the changing measurement noise. Then, a multi-sensor interacted
vehicle-tracking algorithm is proposed to predict the statistical information of time-varying
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observation error and give a global tracking result by fusing the time-varying observation
information from different sensors. Figure 2 is the block diagram of the proposed algorithm.

Figure 2. Block diagram of the proposed algorithm.

4.1. Jointed and Time Varying Observation Error Model

According to the prior analysis of each sensor’s observation in the monitoring area,
we define a jointed variance matrix by combining some typical variance values for each
sensor. The jth variance for sensor i at time k is as shown in (10),

Rij(k) =

Rdij(k) 0 0
0 Raij(k) 0
0 0 Rrij(k)

 (10)

where Rdij(k), Raij(k) and Rrij(k) are the observation variance for distance, angle, and
Doppler measurements, respectively, at time k.

Since the observation error is constantly changing with time, on the basis of the jointed
variance matrix, we establish a jointed and time varying observation error model to describe
the dynamic observation error.

According to the jointed variance matrix, we assume that there are m different ob-
servation error models with different variances. Then the Markov probability transition
matrix Ω can be used to calculate the transition probability of different observation error
models at different times.

Ω =

Ω11 . . . Ω1m
...

. . .
...

Ωm1 · · · Ωmm

 (11)

where Ωjq is the probability that the observation error model j transfers to the observation
error model q.

The prediction probability of the qth observation error model
−
µq (k + 1|k) can be

obtained from (12),
−
µq (k + 1|k) =

m

∑
j=1

Ωjqµj(k) (12)

where µj(k) is the probability of the observation error model j at time k. µj(0) represents
the initial probability of each observation error. Ωjq is the probability that the observation
error model j transfers to the observation error model q.
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The mixing transition probability from the qth observation error model to the jth
observation error model µjq(k) is as in (13).

µjq(k) =
Ωjqµj(k)
−
µq (k + 1|k)

(13)

We can use the mixing transition probability µjq(k) and the jointed variance matrix
in (10) to describe the time varying observation error.

4.2. Multi-Sensor Interacted Vehicle Tracking Algorithm

Since the observation information from multiple sensors is uncorrelated and time
varying, it is difficult to calculate the changing cross-covariance of each sensor and the
precision of the vehicle-tracking system is low. In this paper, we develop a multi-sensor
interacted vehicle-tracking algorithm by using a series of parallel UKF and interacting
the uncorrelated covariance of each sensor with the proposed observation error model.
The algorithm can predict the statistical information of time-varying observation error and
provide a global tracking result with high precision.

4.2.1. The Prior Estimation

The prior state vector
∧
xoq (k) and the prior covariance estimation Poq(k) are denoted

as in (14) and (15), respectively, which can be used as the initial value for the parallel
unscented Kalman filters. q denotes the qth observation error model.

∧
xoq (k) =

m

∑
j=1

∧
xj (k)µjq(k) (14)

Poq(k) =
m

∑
j=1

µjq(k){Pj(k) + [
∧
xj (k)−

∧
xoq (k)][

∧
xj (k)−

∧
xoq (k)]

T
} (15)

where
∧
xj (k) and Pj(k) are the prediction results of the state vector and the covariance

matrix, respectively, for observation error model j. m is the total number of the observation
error models in the system. µjq(k) is the mixing transition probability from observation
error model j to error model q, which is as shown in (13).

4.2.2. The Parallel Unscented Kalman Filters

We can update the state vector
∧
xj (k) and the covariance matrix Pj(k) of one kind of

observation error model by using the unscented Kalman filter, as shown below.
Firstly, we can obtain a series of sigma points xa

(j)(k) and their corresponding weights
ω(j) by using unscented transformation (UT) [35]. Then, the one-step prediction for 2n + 1
sigma points is as in (16)–(18) :

xa
(j)(k + 1|k) = F[xa

(j)(k)], j = 1, 2, ..., 2n + 1 (16)

∧
xq (k + 1|k) =

2n

∑
j=0

ω(j)xa
(j)(k + 1|k) (17)

Pq(k + 1|k) =
2n

∑
j=0
{ω(j)[

∧
xq (k + 1|k)− xa

(j)(k + 1|k)]× [
∧
x q(k + 1|k)− xa

(j)(k + 1|k)]
T
}+ Q(k) (18)

where
∧
xq (k + 1|k), Pq(k + 1|k) is the one-step prediction of the sigma points, the state

vector and the covariance matrix, respectively. F is the state transition matrix as in (3). Q(k)
is the covariance matrix of the mobility model.
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Substituting the predicted sigma point xa
(j)(k + 1|k) into the observation equation (5),

the observation prediction is as shown in (19)–(22).

z(j)(k + 1|k) = H[xa
(j)(k + 1|k)] (19)

−
z (k + 1|k) =

2n

∑
j=0

ω(j)z(j)(k + 1|k) (20)

Pzkzk =
2n

∑
j=0
{ω(j)[z(j)(k + 1|k)− −z (k + 1|k)]× [z(j)(k + 1|k)− −z (k + 1|k)]

T
}+ Rijk (21)

Pxkzk =
2n

∑
j=0
{ω(j)[xa

(j)(k + 1|k)− −z (k + 1|k)]× [z(j)(k + 1|k)− −z (k + 1|k)]
T
} (22)

According to (14)–(22), we can obtain the update value of state vector
∧
xq (k + 1) and

covariance matrix Pq(k + 1) when the observation error model is turning from model j to
model q.

∧
xq (k + 1) =

∧
xq (k + 1|k) + K(k + 1)[z(k + 1)− −z (k + 1|k)] (23)

Pq(k + 1) = Pq(k + 1|k)−K(k + 1)PzKzK KT(k + 1) (24)

K(k + 1) = Pxkzk P−1
zkzk

(25)

4.2.3. Vehicle Tracking with Time-Varying Observation Error

For time-varying observation noise, we can use the proposed observation error model
to update the vehicle’s position precisely. Assume that there are m typical observation
error models during the tracking process. The typical observation error models’ settings
are based on the statistic analysis of the prior observations for the monitoring area. Then,
the probabilistic fusion is performed according to (26)–(28) to obtain the estimation results
of the state vector and the covariance matrix with time-varying observation noise.

The probability of observation error model q at time k + 1 can be updated according
to (26):

µq(k + 1) =

−
µq (k + 1|k)

m
∑

q=1

−
µq (k + 1|k)

(26)

where
−
µq (k + 1|k) is as shown in (12)

Then, the state estimation
∧
xi (k + 1) and the covariance estimation Pi(k + 1) with

time-varying observation error for sensor i at time k + 1 are as in (27) and (28).

∧
xi (k + 1) =

m

∑
q=1

∧
xq (k + 1)µq(k + 1) (27)

Pi(k + 1) =
m

∑
q=1

µq(k + 1){Pq(k + 1) + [
∧
xq (k + 1)− ∧xi (k + 1)]× [

∧
xq (k + 1)− ∧xi (k + 1)]

T
} (28)

where
∧
xq (k + 1), Pq(k + 1) are as shown in (23) and (24).

4.2.4. Vehicle Tracking with Multi-Sensor Interaction

Since the observation information from multiple sensors is uncorrelated and time
varying, it is difficult to calculate the cross-covariance of the target tracking system. In this
paper, we develop a covariance-interaction-based parallel UKF method with a time-varying
observation error to deal with the target tracking problem for a multi-sensor system
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with unknown and changing covariance. The method only uses the local estimations
of the state vector and the covariance matrix to obtain the tracking result for a multi-
sensor system which ensures the consistency of the fusion results and greatly reduces the
computational complexity.

For a vehicle-tracking system with N sensors, the global estimations of state vector
∧
xg (k + 1) and covariance matrix Pg(k + 1) are calculated by interacting each sensor’s result,
which is as shown in (29) and (30).

∧
xg (k + 1) =

N

∑
i=1

ωiPgPi
−1(k + 1)

∧
xi (k + 1) (29)

Pg
−1(k + 1) =

N

∑
i=1

ωiP−1
i (k + 1) (30)

where ωi is the fusion coefficient, which is obtained from (31) and (32),
∧
xi (k + 1) is the state

estimation of sensor i, and Pi(k + 1) is the covariance estimation of sensor i.

ωi = 1/tr(Pg) = 1/tr[
N

∑
i=1

ωiP−1
i (k + 1)] (31)

N

∑
i=1

ωi = 1 (32)

The flow diagram of the entire algorithm is as shown in Figure 3.

Figure 3. The flow chart of the algorithm.

5. Simulation Results

In this part, we will give the simulation results of the proposed vehicle-tracking algo-
rithm from different aspects in order to analyze the performance of the proposed algorithm.

5.1. Simulation Environment Settings

Consider that the target is moving uniformly in a two-dimensional plane. The initial
state vector of the target is x(0) = [1000 m; 1000 m; 50 m/s; 30 m/s;−2 m/s2; 4 m/s2] .
The prior state covariance matrix is given by P0 = diag([0.1, 0.1, 0.1, 0.1, 0.1, 0.1]). The total
time is 100 s and the sampling period is 0.1 s. The number of sensors in the system is
N = 3 and the position of each sensor is shown in Table 2. The total number of observation
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error models observed by each sensor is m = 3. The following experimental results are all
obtained with 100 Monte Carlo tests. The process noise Q and the observation noise R are
shown in Table 2.

In this section, we use three sensors to track the mobile vehicle. These sensors can
be used to send and receive observation information such as distance, angle, Doppler, etc.
Meanwhile, they can also measure the distance between each other. Both simulation and
experimental data are performed in a noisy environment.

Table 2. Some parameter settings of the simulation environment.

Parameter Sensor A Sensor B Sensor C

Location (1000 m, 1000 m) (1200 m, 1300 m) (1400 m, 1200 m)

Time− varying error model1
(distance, angle, Doppler noise)

d11 = 22

a11 = ( 0.1
57.3 )

2

r11 = 12

d21 = 1.32

a21 = ( 0.15
57.3 )

2

r21 = 1.52

d31 = 1.42

a31 = ( 0.1
57.3 )

2

r31 = 1.82

Time− varying error model2
(distance, angle, Doppler noise)

d12 = 12

a12 = ( 0.2
57.3 )

2

r12 = 1.82

d22 = 1.22

a22 = ( 0.2
57.3 )

2

r22 = 2.22

d32 = 22

a32 = ( 0.18
57.3 )

2

r32 = 2.52

Time− varying error model3
(distance, angle, Doppler noise)

d13 = 52

a13 = ( 0.3
57.3 )

2

r13 = 22

d23 = 32

a23 = ( 0.35
57.3 )

2

r23 = 2.52

d33 = 32

a33 = ( 0.35
57.3 )

2

r33 = 32

Single− error model
(distance, angle, Doppler noise)

d1 = 22

a1 = ( 0.1
57.3 )

2

r1 = 12

d2 = 12

a2 = ( 0.15
57.3 )

2

r2 = 1.52

d3 = 1.52

a3 = ( 0.1
57.3 )

2

r3 = 1.82

Process noise Q = diag([1, 0.5, 1, 0.5, 1, 0.5])

Figure 4 shows the actual trajectory of the moving vehicle and the location of the
three sensors.

x position/m

1000 1050 1100 1150 1200 1250 1300 1350 1400 1450

y
 p

o
s
it
io

n
/m

1000

1100

1200

1300

1400

1500

1600

Actual Value

Sensor A

Sensor B

Sensor C

Figure 4. The real trajectory of the moving vehicle and the location of three sensors.

5.2. Simulation Results Analysis

In this section, we will analyze the performance of the proposed MI-TVOE algorithm
from different aspects. The comparison results are measured by using the tracking trajectory
and the tracking Root Mean Square Error (RMSE).
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5.2.1. Tracking Result from Different Sensors

Figures 5 and 6 show the tracking trajectory and the tracking RMSE from different
sensors, respectively.
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Figure 5. Tracking trajectory from different sensors.
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Figure 6. Tracking RMSE from different sensors.

It can be seen from Figures 5 and 6 that the tracking result obtained from each sensor is
less accurate than that of the proposed MI-TVOE algorithm, since the MI-TVOE algorithm
can fuse the tracking results from different sensors with time-varying observation error,
which increases the vehicle tracking accuracy.

In this paper, three sensors are used for simulation. If one of the sensors does not
receive a signal, the vehicle can also be tracked by fusing the other two sensors interactively.
If one of the sensors has a large observation noise, the MI-TVOE algorithm in this paper
can still handle the large noise well. Suppose that sensor B fails and has a large observation-
noise covariance, as shown in Table 3. Then, the tracking result from each sensor and the
proposed MI-TVOE are as shown in Figure 7. It can be seen from Figure 7 that if sensor B
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fails and has a large observation noise, the tracking RMSE from sensor B will obviously
be increased. However, the MI-TVOE algorithm in this paper still has a good tracking
performance, which demonstrates its robustness for a large-noise environment.

Table 3. The observation error for sensor B.

Model Error Model1 Error Model2 Error Model3

Parameter
d21 = 132

a21 = ( 1
57.3 )

2

r21 = 102

d22 = 122

a22 = ( 2
57.3 )

2

r22 = 202

d23 = 32

a23 = ( 0.35
57.3 )

2

r23 = 152
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Figure 7. Tracking RMSE from sensors B and other sensors.

5.2.2. Tracking Result from Different Algorithm

In Figures 8 and 9, we compare the proposed MI-TVOE algorithm with the AUKF
algorithm, and UKF algorithm when the observation error is time varying.

1300 1320 1340 1360 1380

x position/m

1340

1360

1380

1400

1420

1440

1460

1480

1500

y
 p

o
s
it
io

n
/m

Actual Value

MI-TVOE Method

UKF Method

AUKF Method

1334 1336 1338 1340
1365

1370

1375

Figure 8. Tracking trajectory comparison between MI-TVOE, AUKF and UKF.
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Figure 9. Tracking RMSE comparison between MI-TVOE, AUKF and UKF.

From Figures 8 and 9, we can see that, the UKF method has the lowest accuracy than
the other two algorithms and the tracking result from UKF method is divergent when the
observation error is time varying. The accuracy of the proposed MI-TVOE algorithm is
higher than AUKF method since the proposed MI-TVOE algorithm can predict the statistic
information of time-varying observation error and fuse the tracking result from each sensor,
which significantly improves the tracking accuracy.

Figures 10 and 11 show the comparison of tracking trajectory and tracking RMSE with
MEF-UKF method [34] and the proposed MI-TVOE algorithm. The MEF-UKF method only
uses distance observation with time-varying observation error, while the proposed MI-
TVOE algorithm uses the jointed observation matrix with distance, angle, and Doppler in-
formation.
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Figure 10. Tracking trajectory comparison between MI-TVOE and MEF-UKF.
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Figure 11. Tracking RMSE comparison between MI-TVOE and MEF-UKF.

From Figures 10 and 11, we can see that the proposed MI-TVOE algorithm obviously
increases the tracking accuracy, since it uses the jointed observation information. More-
over, Figure 11 clearly shows that the tracking error for MI-TVOE algorithm with jointed
observation information also has a faster convergence than the MEF-UKF method with
single observation.

5.2.3. Tracking Performance Analysis

Table 4 lists the tracking RMSE from different algorithm.

Table 4. Comparison of RMSE(m) with different algorithm.

Algorithm Sensor A Sensor B Sensor C Fusion

Traditional UKF method 5.4794 5.1668 5.2910
MEF−UKF method 4.3258 4..2050 4.2608
MI− TVOE method 1.0331 0.8532 0.9146 0.6630

Table 4 illustrates that when multiple sensors are simultaneously observing, the time-
varying error model under multi-variate observation can significantly improve the tracking
accuracy of moving vehicles. Compared with a traditional UKF method, the tracking
accuracy of the MI-TVOE method in this paper is improved by 87.9%, which is more
suitable for real tracking scenarios and has better robustness.

5.2.4. Computational Complexity Analysis

During the positioning process, due to the time varying and uncertainty of the position-
ing environment, the observation accuracy will also change with time, which is unknown
and random. The VB algorithm can solve this problem well, but its complexity linearly
increases with the product of the number of variables and the number of iterations. If there
are many non-deterministic variables with potential statistical information in the system,
the complexity of the algorithm is also high. However, the MI-TVOE algorithm proposed
in this paper is only related to the number of error models, which significantly reduces the
computational complexity.
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6. Experimental Result

In this section, we will design a tracking experiment for an Unmanned Mobile Platform
in an outdoor parking lot and give the experimental results of the proposed MI-TVOE
algorithm to analyze and demonstrate its performance. In this paper, we will compare
the tracking result between the proposed MI-TVOE algorithm and the algorithm in [35].
In [35], the author proposed an inertial navigation and Kalman-filter-based positioning
algorithm, which is referred to as INS+KF. This algorithm uses the INS to obtain the speed,
acceleration, and other information of the moving target in real time. Then, the positioning
data are obtained by using time difference of arrival (TDOA) and the Gauss–Newton (GN)
method. Finally, the Kalman filter is used to track the mobile target.

6.1. Experiment Settings

In this paper, we use a four-wheel omni-directional vehicle as a mobile platform that is
shown in Figure 12. Table 5 lists the main specifications of the mobile platform. Meanwhile,
we use MTi-G-710 INS to capture the speed and the acceleration of mobile platform in
real time. The ultra-wideband platform is used to send and receive information such as
ranging and positioning. Tables 6 and 7 list the main specifications of the MTi-G-710 INS
and ultra-wideband platform. The total station (TS) is used to measure the real position of
the target and sensors. The experimental environment and the placement of equipment
are shown in Figure 13. Three sensors are used for tracking in the experiment and the
coordinates of the sensors are shown in Table 8.

Table 5. The specifications of the mobile platform.

Features Parameter

Dimensions 450 × 330 × 115 mm
Drive mode Four-wheel independent drive

Rated load capacity 20 kg
Maximum movement speed 0.75 m/s

Maximum rotation speed 215 °/s
Adapted terrain Indoor and outdoor cement pavement with less pits

Table 6. The specifications of the MTi-G-710 INS.

Feature Parameter Feature Parameter

Input voltage (4.5 V, 34 V) Delay <2 ms
Roll angle (static) 0.2° Roll angle (dynamic) 0.3°

Sampling frequency 10 kHz/ch (60 kS/s) Speed accuracy 0.05 m/s

Table 7. The specifications of the ultra-wideband platform.

Feature Parameter

Size parameters 6 cm × 5.3 cm
Quality 12 g

Frequency Range (3.5 GHz, 6.5 GHz)
Bit rate Up to 6.8 Mbps
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Figure 12. The unmanned mobile platform.

Figure 13. Experimental environment.

Table 8. The coordinates of three sensors.

Sensor X(m) Y(m)

Sensor A 14.1531 0.6864
Sensor B 1.7520 7.9625
Sensor C 0 0

6.2. Experimental Results Analysis

We compare the proposed MI-TVOE algorithm with the INS+KF algorithm. From
Figure 14, we can see that the tracking trajectory of the MI-TVOE algorithm is closer to
the real trajectory and the tracking result of MI-TVOE is more stable. The following
experimental data were all obtained in a noise-changing environment.
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In Table 9, we compare the tracking RMSE between the two algorithms. It can be seen
from Table 9 that the tracking error of the proposed MI-TVOE algorithm is 0.0195 m, which
is lower than the INS+KF algorithm.
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Figure 14. Tracking trajectory comparison between MI-TVOE and INS+KF.

Table 9. Tracking RMSE comparison between MI-TVOE and INS+KF.

Algorithm INS+KF MI-TVOE Method

RMSE(m) 0.0509 0.0314

7. Conclusions

In this paper, we propose a multi-sensor interacted vehicle-tracking algorithm with
time-varying observation error. Firstly, we propose a time-varying and jointed-observation
error model to indicate the changing measurement noise. Then, a multi-sensor interacted
vehicle-tracking algorithm is proposed to predict the statistical information of time-varying
observation error and provide a global tracking result by fusing the time-varying obser-
vation information from different sensors. In the complex tracking scenes, the proposed
MI-TVOE algorithm not only improves the tracking performance with robustness, but also
reduces the computational complexity with time-varying observation error. In addition,
by comparing the proposed MI-TVOE algorithm with the single-sensor-based tracking
method, the traditional UKF method, the AUKF method and the MEF-UKF method, it
is shown that the MI-TVOE algorithm can improve the tracking accuracy significantly
in a complex environment with time-varying observation noise. Although the MI-TVOE
method has a good improvement in tracking accuracy, it is only for single-vehicle tracking.
In the future, we will solve the joint tracking problem with multiple vehicles in more
complex and changing environments.
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