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Abstract: Advancements in assisted driving technologies are expected to enable future passengers to
use a wide range of multimedia applications in electric vehicles (EVs). To address the bandwidth
demands for high-resolution and immersive videos during peak traffic, this study introduces a
bandwidth-management algorithm to support differentiated streaming services in heterogeneous
vehicle-to-everything (V2X) networks. By leveraging cellular 6G base stations, along with Cell-Free
(CF) Massive Multi-Input Multi-Output (mMIMO) Wi-Fi 7 access points, the algorithm aims to
provide a high-coverage, high-speed, and low-interference V2X network environment. Addition-
ally, Li-Fi technology is employed to supply extra bandwidth to vehicles with limited connectivity
via V2V communication. Importantly, the study addresses the urgency and prioritization of dif-
ferent applications to ensure the smooth execution of emergency applications and introduces a
pre-downloading mechanism specifically for non-real-time applications. Through simulations, the
algorithm’s effectiveness in meeting EV users’ bandwidth needs for various multimedia streaming
applications is demonstrated. During peak-bandwidth-demand periods, users experienced an aver-
age increase in bandwidth of 47%. Furthermore, bandwidth utilization across the V2X landscape is
significantly improved.
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1. Introduction

As assisted driving technology rapidly advances, future electric vehicles (EVs) will
transcend their role as mere transportation devices, transforming into mobile offices and
entertainment hubs. EVs will support various multimedia applications, enhancing in-car
experiences. Notably, 360° video technology will offer immersive viewing, allowing users
to freely rotate their perspective and experience panoramic video. This innovation promises
anew level of engagement for multimedia applications. Additionally, 360° video calls for
remote surgeries represent a groundbreaking telemedicine application [1], offering timely
medical assistance and potentially saving lives.

Although multimedia applications provide EV passengers with rich entertainment
and information, encoding technology is essential for efficient bandwidth and storage
use. High-Efficiency Video Coding (HEVC) is widely used in fields like video surveillance
and healthcare for its high-quality compression and fast processing [2], while Versatile
Video Coding (VVC) offers significant bitrate reductions compared to HEVC and meets the
demands of emerging media [3]. However, VVC’s higher complexity makes it unsuitable
for real-time encoding [4]. Despite its longer encoding times, VVC achieves a compression
ratio 50% higher than HEVC while maintaining the same video quality [5].

The rise of Vehicle-to-Everything (V2X) communication marks a new era in vehicu-
lar interactions, enabling collaboration between vehicles and with infrastructure [6]. As
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demand for high-resolution and 360° video grows, the V2X network must meet higher
performance standards. The upcoming 6G network is set to provide the needed improve-
ments, offering faster, more reliable connections, greater bandwidth, and lower latency [7].
Operating across a wide range of frequencies, including millimeter waves (mmWave),
sub-6GHz, terahertz (THz), and visible light [8], 6G will ensure a smooth and efficient
multimedia experience in V2X network environments.

Light Fidelity (Li-Fi) technology, which uses visible light for wireless communication,
has gained significant attention for its ultra-high-speed data-transmission capabilities. By
rapidly modulating LEDs, Li-Fi can achieve fast audio and video transmission [9]. Future
EVs could use Li-Fi through headlights for vehicle-to-vehicle (V2V) communication [10]. In
the literature, Saranya et al. [11] utilized embedded sensors and control units, employing
Li-Fi technology to address challenges in the vehicular environment. They claimed that
Li-Fi is most suitable for vehicle wireless communication compared to other wireless
communication methods. Yahia et al. [12] improved visible light V2V systems by integrating
biconvex and plano-concave lenses to enhance imaging receiver performance.

Beyond the visible light spectrum, the terahertz band stands out as a key frequency
range for 6G. It provides ample spectrum resources capable of supporting extremely high
data transfer rates [13], making it particularly well-suited for V2X applications. Recent
studies have addressed the challenge of supporting V2X with THz technology. Li et al. [14]
studied joint sensing and communication in THz V2X and vehicle connectivity issues. They
proposed a dynamic graph neural network (GNN) model that selects suitable graph infor-
mation aggregation functions based on the V2X network topology. This model enhances
the extraction of V2X information and increases the capacity of THz services to serve more
vehicles. Chang et al. [15] introduced a joint communication and control algorithm for
beam alignment in mmWave/THz V2X networks. Their work focused on analyzing the
beam alignment process for transmissions from the base station to the vehicle. Rashee and
Hu [16] presented an innovative V2X routing approach that leverages Cognitive Radio
and Software Defined Networking (SDN) to achieve ultra-high data rates. This method
employs predictive routing to intelligently switch between mmWave and THz frequencies.

However, the communication range of THz is relatively short [17], necessitating collab-
oration with other frequency bands to address its limitations. Wi-Fi 7, recently acclaimed, is
a promising option. Operating in unlicensed frequency bands, Wi-Fi technology provides
various cost-effective user devices and access points [18]. Wi-Fi 7 will support 320 MHz
bandwidth channels and utilize 4096 Quadrature Amplitude Modulation (QAM) to en-
hance transmission rates [19]. Additionally, Wi-Fi 7 will feature multi-link operation, which
improves throughput and transmission reliability and reduces latency by unifying and
coordinating link management [20].

With the development of wireless communication technologies, Cell-Free (CF) Massive
Multi-Input Multi-Output (mMIMO) technology has emerged to address the limitations of
traditional cellular networks. In CF mMIMO systems, all access points are connected to an
access point control unit via fronthaul links. These control units, which can be intercon-
nected directly or through the core network, analyze system performance, provide real-time
feedback, and manage baseband signals, supporting user-centric transmission [21]. A sub-
set of access points can collectively serve a group of devices on the same time-frequency
resources, enhancing signal power and reducing interference [22]. This architecture facili-
tates seamless communication channel switching and is highly suitable for V2X networks
and hotspot coverage [23]. Scholars have advocated for the implementation of CF mMIMO
in V2X contexts. Zhang et al. [24] introduced a beam alignment technique employing
broad learning-assisted CF mMIMO at both user and access-point terminals, conducting
simulations to assess user mobility in V2X environments. Kurma et al. [25] thoroughly
investigated the robustness of CF mMIMO for V2X networks. Their findings highlight
the significant impact of various system parameters on performance, including the trans-
mit power, vehicle mobility, channel state information accuracy, fronthaul link quality,
and more.
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Numerous scholars have recently proposed research on multimedia application trans-
mission in V2X networks. Dai et al. [26] proposed an algorithm that addresses video quality
selection, resource allocation, and vehicle grouping management. They employed multicast
and Scalable Video Coding for real-time video transmission in V2X networks. Chowd-
hury et al. [27] proposed a distributed algorithm to enhance traffic offloading from base
stations and reduce the control packet overhead. Their work aims to improve the service
efficiency and user satisfaction of real-time video streaming services in V2X networks.
Ahmed et al. [28] proposed an intelligent real-time multimedia traffic shaping system for
5G V2X networks using distributed reinforcement learning. This system optimizes coding
parameters, including the quantization parameters, group of pictures, and frame rate, to
effectively control and shape multimedia traffic. Go and Shin [29] presented a raw-format
real-time video streaming framework aimed at reducing latency in V2X networks. Their
framework dynamically adjusts the number of Real-time Transport Protocol (RTP) packets
and the frame rate to optimize the streaming process. Benzerogue et al. [30] proposed the
multi-path transmission protocol for video streaming using a fog computing architecture.
This protocol effectively manages network resources to enhance video streaming perfor-
mance and reliability in V2X environments. Chowdhury et al. [31] introduced an affordable
cooperative video streaming solution tailored for infotainment services over heterogeneous
V2X networks. They developed a novel multicast protocol optimized for dynamic scenarios
to improve streaming data distribution.

From the reviewed literature, it is clear that many recent studies have introduced
various frameworks and solutions to optimize the transmission performance of multimedia
applications in V2X networks. However, these studies predominantly rely on 5G tech-
nology, overlooking the substantial advantages that emerging 6G technologies, Wi-Fi 7,
and CF mMIMO offer for enhancing V2X networks. They also fail to explore the potential
of wireless communication technologies for V2V multimedia application transmission.
Furthermore, the current literature often focuses on a single application type and fails to
comprehensively address bandwidth prioritization for different types of applications. As
multimedia applications used by vehicle passengers rapidly increase, managing potential
bandwidth shortages during peak traffic periods becomes crucial. To ensure that emer-
gency applications receive adequate bandwidth priority, it is essential to design bandwidth
allocation schemes that account for the distinct characteristics and requirements of various
multimedia applications.

The main contributions of this research are outlined below:

o This study utilizes advanced technologies of wireless communication, including
mmWave, sub-6GHz, and THz waves, to deliver higher transmission rates. It also
deploys CF mMIMO architecture Wi-Fi 7 access points in congested areas to boost
communication reliability, enhance transmission rates, and minimize interference.
Through the integration of these advanced network technologies, this study aims to
create a robust V2X network environment for EV users.

e  This study categorizes multimedia applications based on their characteristics and
assigns bandwidth allocation priority accordingly. Bandwidth is sourced from base
stations and CF mMIMO access points to prioritize emergency applications lacking
sufficient resources. Once emergency applications are adequately addressed, band-
width is then allocated to real-time applications to ensure they receive satisfactory
bandwidth. Additionally, Li-Fi is utilized for V2V communication, allowing EVs
with limited bandwidth to access bandwidth from base stations and access points on
less-congested road segments via inter-vehicle communication. Lastly, if bandwidth
remains insufficient, the study dynamically adjusts video frame rate and resolution
based on the type of multimedia application to reduce bandwidth requirements.

e  This study proposes a pre-download strategy for non-real-time applications at less
congested road segments. EVs download additional video segments anticipated for
future playback when the base station or CF mMIMO access point at the passing road
segments has sufficient bandwidth. The algorithm dynamically adjusts the bandwidth
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allocated to vehicle users based on the number of upcoming video segments to be
played on the EV. This ensures that each user of non-real-time applications can pre-
store a sufficient number of video segments. By leveraging the remaining bandwidth
of the base stations and the CF mMIMO access points at less congested road segments,
this approach achieves improved overall bandwidth efficiency.

2. Optimizing Bandwidth Allocation for Multimedia Applications in V2X Networks

To reduce the computational complexity of traditional centralized control architectures,
a decentralized computational framework is adopted, as shown in Figure 1. Base stations
operating across THz, millimeter-wave, and sub-6GHz frequency bands are strategically
positioned along all road segments to serve as bandwidth sources for multimedia applica-
tions. To address the high deployment costs associated with densely placing access points
and antennas in a CF mMIMO architecture, Wi-Fi 7 access points featuring CF mMIMO
technology are selectively deployed solely on streetlights along congested road segments.
Each congested road segment is equipped with a CF mMIMO access point control unit, to
which all access points on the corresponding road segment are connected. These control
units utilize real-time data collected from roadside units (RSUs) on the respective road
segments to manage control and coordination. This approach enhances the effective se-
lection of suitable access points for EV users on the same road segment, forming subsets
of access points to ensure seamless connectivity, broader signal coverage, and efficient
resource allocation.

Core Network
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Figure 1. Enhancing differentiated streaming services in diverse V2X networks: a scenario.

This study categorizes the multimedia applications used by EV passengers into six
types: 2D video on demand (VoD), 2D video calls, 2D live video, 360° VoD, 360° video calls,
and 360° live video. These applications are further divided into three categories based
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on their application levels: emergency application, real-time applications, and non-real-
time applications.

o  Emergency applications, such as 360° video calls, are essential in scenarios like remote
surgery in an ambulance. The broader range of visible angles provided by 360° video
calls is crucial for performing precise operations, ensuring that medical professionals
can view and assess the situation comprehensively.

Real-time applications include 2D video calls, 2D live video, and 360° live video
Non-real-time applications include 2D VoD and 360° VoD.

Notably, both emergency and real-time applications utilize High Efficiency Video
Coding (HEVC) due to its lower encoding complexity [2], while non-real-time applications
employ Versatile Video Coding (VVC) for its higher compression rates [5].

In our algorithm, EV users plan their routes with assistance from an onboard system
installed in the EV prior to departure. Once the user sets the destination, time, and
departure location, the “Real-Time Traffic and Travel Time Calculation” module is activated.
This module calculates the most suitable route based on the EV user’s preferences and
uploads the travel time for each segment to the RSUs along the route.

When an EV user starts a multimedia application, the roadside units (RSUs) along the
EV’s route are notified of the multimedia application requirements and vehicle information.
The RSUs then contact their respective CF mMIMO access point control units to coordinate
the access points, allocating bandwidth to each application accordingly. If the EV moves
outside the coverage area of access points in the CF mMIMO architecture or the allocated
bandwidth by the access points is insufficient, the managing RSUs request bandwidth for
the vehicular multimedia application from the base stations along its route instead. In
scenarios where the multimedia applications of EV users cannot meet their bandwidth
requirements while driving through specific congested road segments, the EV requests
the RSUs managing those segments to locate other EVs that can form a fleet to forward
the bandwidth from CF mMIMO access points or base stations from less congested road
segments. Notably, Li-Fi technology is utilized for V2V communication within the fleet to
assist in forwarding the required bandwidth for multimedia applications.

If EV users initiate multimedia applications while the EV is in motion, the “Multimedia
Application Bandwidth Adjustment” module is activated. This module interfaces with the
multimedia application software provider’s server to obtain the relevant specifications and
requirements. The multimedia application quality settings provided by the server, along
with user requirements set by EV users, are then uploaded to the RSUs along the route.
Based on the type of multimedia application, the RSUs activate either the “Emergency /Real-
time Application Bandwidth Assignment” module or the “Non-Real-Time Application
Download” module.

When an EV is within the communication range of access points in the CF mMIMO
architecture, the application quality settings and user requirements are communicated
to the CF mMIMO access point control units through the RSUs. The control units se-
lect and form clusters of access points to serve the EV users, prioritizing bandwidth for
emergency/real-time applications. If certain clusters of access points cannot meet the
bandwidth requirements of the multimedia applications during rush hours, or if the EV is
not within the communication range of access points in the CF mMIMO architecture, the
RSUs will request the base station(s) in the covered road segment to support the bandwidth
demand of the multimedia applications.

Moreover, if bandwidth is still available, the non-real-time applications can pre-fetch
additional video segments by utilizing the remaining bandwidth. This pre-fetching process
ensures a smooth multimedia experience for users, even when the EV is not within the
coverage range of CF mMIMO architectures and base stations later along the route. The
bandwidth allocated from base stations and CF mMIMO access points is dynamically
adjusted based on the remaining video segments stored on the EV.

In cases where the base stations and CF mMIMO clusters along the managed route seg-
ment cannot provide sufficient bandwidth for EV passengers, the “Emergency /Real-time
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Application Bandwidth Assignment” module prioritizes emergency and real-time applica-
tions by reallocating bandwidth initially assigned to VoD applications. If the bandwidth-
demanding applications still face a deficit, the managing RSU activates the “V2V Bandwidth
Forwarding” module. This module facilitates V2V communication to forward available
bandwidth from base stations or the CF mMIMO architecture located in uncongested
segments. Initially, the managing RSU in the bandwidth-deficient road segment will form
an EV fleet based on its real-time traffic database and assist in harvesting bandwidth from
base stations or CF mMIMO access points in less congested segments.

This work periodically tracks the quality of multimedia application usage for EV
passengers. During peak hours, if there is a need to downgrade the quality of these appli-
cations, the “Multimedia Application Bandwidth Adjustment” module will be activated.
This module adjusts the frame rate of multimedia applications to reduce bandwidth re-
quirements and determines whether to change the resolution based on the application’s
characteristics. Emergency applications, due to the critical nature of their functions, such
as maintaining accuracy in remote surgery, will not be subjected to resolution reduction.
They will always be prioritized in bandwidth reallocation to ensure sufficient bandwidth
availability. If bandwidth is insufficient, the bandwidth initially allocated to real-time
and non-real-time applications will be reassigned to emergency applications. Specifically,
real-time and non-real-time applications will have their resolution adjusted in a timely
manner to reduce bandwidth requirements, thereby avoiding interruptions in playback
due to bandwidth reduction.

The detailed descriptions of each module are as follows:

2.1. Real-Time Traffic and Travel Time Calculation

This module is activated before the EV commences its journey. Once the EV passenger
enters the destination information, time, and departure location into the onboard system,
the EV initiates its journey. Initially, this module utilizes historical road traffic information
from the EV database. Leveraging the potential of machine learning techniques to accurately
predict driving times on roads [32,33], this module adopts support vector regression (SVR)
technology [32] to estimate the travel time for each road segment based on the historical
data of the EV. This process generates routes that align with the driving preferences of the
EV user.

Subsequently, this module obtains real-time traffic information for each road segment
of the route from the corresponding RSUs to determine the EV’s arrival times at all road
segments along the route. Taking into account that the EV passengers might change their
itinerary at the last minute or that factors like yielding to emergency vehicles might affect
the arrival times and driving speeds compared to previously estimated times, this module
recalculates the arrival times for each segment based on the latest traffic conditions upon
arriving at the next intersection along its route. When there are significant deviations in the
arrival times of the road segments compared to the initial estimates, this module reports
the updated arrival times to the corresponding RSUs. The traffic condition information
kept at each RSU is then adjusted accordingly.

The flowchart of this module is illustrated on the left side of Figure 2, and the execution
steps are outlined below:

Step 1: After setting the departure time, location, and destination, this module calcu-
lates the most suitable route for the EV user’s preferences as follows:

sl.o .o ws- Z Z c rtoo ws | rteo — rteo 1
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Figure 2. Flow charts of “Real-time Traffic and Travel Time Calculation” module and “Multimedia

Application Bandwidth Adjustment” module.

(i)

(i)

The parameters are as follows:

Equation (1) selects the optimal route tailored to the preferences of the EV passenger.
The Min (-) operation takes three parameters in sequence: the total distance traveled
by the EV from the departure location to the destination, the congestion pricing for
controlled road segments during peak hours, and the travel time required to reach the
destination, including any intermediate waypoints that EV o must pass through. EV
passengers can adjust the weighting values of w}, wj, and w3 based on their preset
preferences.

This module constructs the I-th candidate route R} for the EV according to the
intermediate stopping points planned by the EV user, such as purchasing meals,
household items, or picking up colleagues along the route, etc. R}’; represents the
driving route from the (i — 1)-th stopping point to the i-th stopping point for o, where
¢° is the number of stopping points along the route from the departure location to
the destination for o.
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(iii) Org and Dst represent the positions of the starting point and destination, respectively.
For the candidate route indexed by /, ¢/} ; denotes the starting point, c; g, indicates

the i-th intermediate stopping point, and ¢} 0o NS o represents the final destlnatlon
sl AN denotes the length of the connecting road segment between two intersec-
tions, cfi j and ClUi 1 rtcﬂj is the time when the EV arrives at intersection cl"i i’ while

rt8y, and rt"", respectively, represent the departure time of the EV and the latest

acceptable time for the EV user to arrive at the destination.
(IV) CPCI " Cl L, j+1

ment between intersections c;’; j and c7; i1 at the time rt, ,; when the EV arrives. If the

( teg, ) represents the congestion pricing implemented for the road seg-

EV does not pass through any toll road segments or if it arrives at c’; j during off-peak

hours, the value of cp_s o (rtccr, ) is set to zero. SD, o ) (rtcc, ) denotes the
Li,j"" Lij+1 Li,j Li,j""Li,j+1 Li,j

time spent by the EV to pass through the road segment connecting i i and ¢} i1

after arriving at Cgi, i at time rt‘fffi,j' I Dcfi,jfcfi,m (rtcﬂ,j) represents the time required for

the EV to enter the road segment connecting ¢’; j and ¢}, j+1 after arriving at c; jat

time rt, o . due to possible traffic control, and PD.o rteo ) is the time spent

i i1 Lihg,
"i Li
by the EV at the intermediate stopping point c7’; e Here, the SDcs. 5 ;+1( ), IDga

CirCivy
and PDc (+) are all predicted using SVR technology

T e i1

(v) The binary flag Ecl e (rt o ) is used to control whether the road segment connect-
ingcp; j and cp’; ; i1 allows the EV to pass at time rtc;‘,’i,j‘ For example, during peak hours,
if the traffic control center designates the road segment between c; i and Cl(,yz',j 4pasa
key controlled segment and prohibits the EV from driving on it, then Ecl o (rtcfi/j)
is set to 1; otherwise, it is set to 0.

Step 2: Upon arriving at the next intersection along its route, EV o requests the latest
traffic information for the remaining road segments from the corresponding RSUs. It then
updates its estimated arrival times at the remaining intersections on the route accordingly:

— o ; o . o
beg, = Tteg, F5Dep ep 1 (rt b ) +1IDef e (rtcf,z‘,f)’ I<ise?l<j<hy ©)

Cll]

oo =rt,e _ + PD,o - T’A + ID,o I Ftoo 1<i< @® 10
Clit11 Lihg, LingCLit11 11;6 CLing/Li+11 Uing, ) = ¢”, (10)

where 7. 5, is the updated arrival time at intersection cl : / SDCZ ,,'Cz i (rt o ) denotes the
time that the EV traverses the road segment connecting c}’; J and ¢}; i+l after arriving at cp; J

at time rt, i and [ DC] i (rtclci) denotes the time spent at the intersection c7; j due to

traffic control after arriving at time ﬁcq - PDC:“’; . 'CIU‘+11 (ﬁcf-hc > represents the time spent
i 1 i A, Li
by the EV at intermediate stopping p01nt i ey

Step 3: Compare the calculated arrival times of the EV at each road segment to the
originally expected times and check if they exceed the system’s predefined threshold value

1 if ‘ﬁ o —rteo
datle = “Uij “Lij
Lij 0 others

> e
28 e <i<eo 1< < (11)

where rt, i and rt, o represent the originally predicted arrival time and the updated
estimated arrival tlrne for EV o at intersection ¢}’; i i respectively. A is the time slot interval,

cp® denotes the road segment currently being traversed by the EV, and € is a constant
predefined by the system.



Sensors 2024, 24, 5007

9 of 30

Llft]q,v = {
df o = {

vffm_1 if ursut]q,v >0, f° > 1, atye < t]‘.“’ <atyy , 1< j<e’?,1<i<h®

. o0 , : )
vffg,v_1 if d?’SMt]{W >0, foU >1, atye < t]- < atpfﬂ’ 1<j<e?,1<i<h®

Step 4: If dﬂtgq = 1, then notify the RSU responsible for the road segment of the
j

adjusted arrival time.

Step 5: Switch to background execution mode.

Step 6: If the destination has not yet been reached, the module will go back to Step 2
and continue execution before arriving at each road segment along the route.

Step 7: If the EV encounters emergency vehicles, such as ambulances or police cars
that need to be yielded to, or if delays occur due to traffic congestion along the driving
route, this module will return to Step 4 to recalculate the arrival times for each remaining
road segment before proceeding to the next intersection.

Step 8: If the EV passenger makes a last-minute change to the itinerary, this module
will return to Step 1 to recalculate the most appropriate driving route starting from the
current location.

2.2. Multimedia Application Bandwidth Adjustment

When an EV passenger initiates a multimedia application while the EV is in motion,
this module retrieves the application’s specifications from the multimedia-application-
provider’s server. It then uploads these specifications to the RSU along the driving route
and notifies the corresponding RSU to activate the bandwidth-allocation module according
to the type of application used by the EV passenger. Additionally, this module addresses
bandwidth supply—-demand imbalances during peak hours by dynamically reducing the
frame rate or decreasing the video resolution of applications. However, to ensure that
critical applications, such as remote surgeries, are not affected by resolution reduction
that could lead to operation faults, this module will maintain the resolution of emergency
applications unchanged. This approach prioritizes the accuracy and reliability of emergency
applications while ensuring the equitable allocation of bandwidth resources to address the
different requirements of various applications, particularly under resource constraints.

The flowchart of this module is illustrated on the right side of Figure 2, and the
execution steps are outlined below:

Step 1: After the multimedia application is launched, this module retrieves the relevant
specifications and requirements of the application from the server of the multimedia
application provider.

Step 2: This module uploads the driving times of the EV on each road segment, as
well as the requirements and specifications of the multimedia application, to the RSU of
the corresponding road segment.

Step 3: If the multimedia application type used by the EV passenger is for emergency
or real-time purposes, the “Emergency/Real-time Application Bandwidth Assignment”
module is activated. Conversely, the “Non-Real-Time Application Download” module is
activated.

Step 4: If the multimedia application’s bandwidth requirements can be met, advance
to Step 8 of the process.

Step 5: If the frame rate of the multimedia application used by the EV passenger has
not decreased to the preset minimum, then reduce the frame rate as follows to decrease its
bandwidth requirements:

12
f v others (12)

13
f’ others 13)
where ursu,or and ddrsu,s. designate upload and download bandwidth insufficiencies,
j j

respectively, for EV o traverses at time slot ¢7"”. t7"” and t_¢, represent the times when

application v starts and ends. Additionally, p;” represents the i-th junction along the route,
and pps stands for the endpoint of the route. f” denotes the minimum frame rate of the
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Uvro0 =
]
d'(]rt(r,v = {
j

. o0 . : .
Vrgo_q if ursut;r,v >0, g%" >1, atplq < t]. < atplqﬂ, 1<j<e%?,1<i<h®

. o0 . : .
vrgoe_1  if drsut]q,v >0, g% > 1, atpia < tj < “tpfil’ 1<j<e?,1<i<h®

application preset by the system for the EV passenger, and vffo. represents the streaming
frame rate requirement set by the EV passenger at level f°°.

Step 6: If the application used by the EV passenger is for real-time/non-real-time
purposes and the resolution is not equal to the preset minimum value, then reduce the
resolution of the real-time/non-real-time application as follows to decrease its bandwidth
requirements:

0 (14)

r others

0 (15)

r others

where r¥ represents the minimum resolution of the application set by the system for the EV
passenget, while vr o stands for the expected resolution requirement of the screen at level
q°" set by the EV passenger.

Step 7: If adjustments to the frame rate or resolution of the application have been
made in the preceding steps, return to Step 2 to resume the bandwidth allocation process.
Otherwise, inform the EV passenger that the bandwidth requirements cannot be met.

Step 8: This module operates in the background.

If the multimedia application used by the EV passenger is for emergency or real-time
purposes, this step verifies whether the EV passenger changes the itinerary temporarily or
if there is a significant deviation between the arrival times at the passing-by road segments
and the originally estimated times. In such cases, the “Real-Time Traffic Conditions and
Travel Time Calculation” module is activated to recalculate the driving route or the times
of arrival at segments along the route. The process then proceeds back to Step 2 to resume.

As for VoD applications, if the pre-downloading is complete, this module will stop
execution. Otherwise, the RSU responsible for the next road segment is notified, and Step 3
is executed.

2.3. Emergency/Real-Time Application Bandwidth Assignment

This module first attempts to allocate bandwidth for emergency and real-time applica-
tions based on whether the EV is within the coverage area of a CF mMIMO architecture.
If the EV is within this coverage area, the RSU will notify the corresponding CF mMIMO
access point control unit. This control unit will then use a clustering algorithm, as de-
scribed in [34], to group appropriate access points into a cluster that prioritizes bandwidth
allocation for the emergency or real-time applications. Notably, if the CF mMIMO access
point control unit cannot provide sufficient bandwidth, the RSU will request additional
bandwidth from the base station(s) in the covered road segment.

If the EV is not within the coverage area of any CF mMIMO architecture, the RSU will
check whether the base stations along the route can provide the necessary bandwidth for
the emergency or real-time application. If none of the base stations within the EV’s com-
munication range can provide sufficient bandwidth, the RSU will examine whether these
base stations can reallocate bandwidth initially allocated to non-real-time applications. If
bandwidth reallocation is performed but the requirements for emergency or real-time appli-
cations remain unsatisfied, the RSU will activate the “V2V Bandwidth Forwarding” module
to obtain bandwidth from base stations or CF mMIMO architectures in less congested
areas. Given that emergency applications should have the highest priority for bandwidth
allocation, if the V2V bandwidth forwarding still cannot meet the bandwidth demands
for emergency applications, the bandwidth initially allocated to real-time applications will
also be reallocated to the emergency applications.

Figure 3 illustrates the flowchart of this module, and the execution steps are out-
lined below:



Sensors 2024, 24, 5007

11 of 30

Receive request

Is the EV
within the
CF MIMO
range?

vav
Bandwidth | 4—No
Forwarding

Is the

Is the
requirement
satisfied?

Yes

bandwidth from
CF MIMO meet the Ye Allocate
. S———————— P .
requirement? bandwidth
Equations (16)-
;
Reallocate
bandwidth from

non-real time
application using
Equations (24)-
@)

Is the
requirement
satisfied?

No

Does the

Allocate
bandwidth

BS meet the
requirement?
Equations (28)-
(29)

Reallocate
bandwidth from
non-real time
application using
Equations (30)-
(33)

requirement
satisfied?

s it a real-time

application ?

No, »

Reallocate
bandwidth
from real-time
application

Road Side Unit
Emergency/Real-Time Application Bandwidth Assignment Module

Figure 3. Flow chart of “Emergency/Real-Time Application Bandwidth Assignment” module.

Step 1: If the EV is not within the coverage area of any CF mMIMO architecture,

advance to Step 9.

Step 2: Upon receiving the bandwidth allocation request, the managing CF mMIMO
access point control unit employs an access point clustering algorithm from the litera-
ture [34] to select appropriate access points. These selected access points form a cluster to

serve the EV passenger.

Step 3: Considering the time that the EV spends on the passing road segments and the
specifications of an emergency or real-time application set by EV passengers, the required
bandwidth for the application during each time slot is calculated. Specifically, the total
bandwidth available from the access point cluster serving the application is examined to
determine if it meets the minimum bandwidth requirements for emergency or real-time

applications as follows:

dubjos =77

MT’SMtU,v =
j

0

ddb,oo =
]

rsuye  if duboo < 0,at,e < t77 <atye ,1<j<e%?,1<i<h®
P; t]' Pi ] pz+1

goo

)

9o

Y db

ubggf — uft]q,v-urt;w , 1<j<e? (16)

17
others 17)

;i;ff —dfjoodrion, 1<j<e” (18)
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rsuye  if ddbor <0, at < t]‘-y’v <atpe , 1<j<e?,1<i<h®
drsuen = ' ] 2 " (19)
0 others

urop = driop = vrgop, 1 <j<e®?,1< g% <q° (20)

j j
ufygn = dfyor = 0f o0, 1 < j <™ 1< fO < (21)

j
B =t +A1<j<e™ (22)
0,0 0,0

atps < 1< tigo < atpe (23)

where the binary indicator " represents whether the emergency/real-time application
v is a bidirectional application. A value of v®? = 1 indicates that the application is
bidirectional, while a value of 7% = 0 indicates that the application is unidirectional. The
start and ending time of v are respectwely denoted by ] and ;.. pf indicates the i-th

intersection index along the driving route, while pp, represents the destination. ubf;'vv and
j
dbfg/; are used to denote bandwidth for uploading and downloading that #°/%, a member
j
of the access point cluster, can allocate to the bidirectional application v when EV o passes
through the transmission range of #°-¥ during time slot t . uro0 and drta o represent the

]
upload and download resolution of v, respectively, while u f oo and df o0 denote the frame

rate of v for upload and download, respectively. The RSU responsible for the road segment
p{ traversed by the EV is denoted by rsu,s. When the values of dub,o» and ddb,o» are
! ]

]
both less than zero, it means that the access point cluster is unable to meet the minimum
upload or download bandwidth requirements for application v as ¢ traverses the road
segment. ursu,o» and ddrsu, o, respectively, represent the RSU managing the road segment
]

p{ where the EV experiences insufficient bandwidth uploading and downloading during
time slot tf’”. The application streaming resolution can be categorized into q° levels, while
vr,o0» denotes the EV passenger’s expected streaming resolution for level 4°-°. Similarly,

the frame rate of the application can be categorized into f_ levels, while vf foo denotes the
frame rate expected by the EV passenger for level f°°.

Step 4: If the access point cluster can satisfy the minimum bandwidth requirements
of the emergency or real-time application, the access point control unit should be notified
to allocate the bandwidth to the application, and this module will conclude. Otherwise,
advance to the subsequent step.

Step 5: The access point control unit reallocates the bandwidth to the demanding
emergency or real-time application from that initially assigned for other non-real-time
applications:

ZZub if dub,o0 <0

bub,oo = S 1 oF f j , 1<j<e” (24)
/ 0 others
dubtgr:u = dubtq,v + bubtq/v (25)
] ] ]
Yy dv%, if ddb,eo <0,
bdbjoe = { Fir g , 1<j<e? (26)
/ 0 others
ddb,o0 = ddb,oo + bdb,o. (27)
] ] ]

where the designated non-real-time application is indexed by u, and 6# denotes a member

of the access point control unit responsible for allocating bandwidth to y#. The bandwidth

that can be reallocated from non-real-time applications are denoted as bub,s» for upload
j

and bdb,s» for download.
j
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Step 6: If either of bub,o» or bdb,s» obtained from the previous step is not equal to

zero, it implies that the banjdwidth oi‘iginally allocated by the member 0% of the access
point control unit to non-real-time application y is reassigned to the demanding emergency
or real-time application. Accordingly, this step invokes the “Non-Real-Time Application
Download” module to assist in downloading the expected video segments for the non-real-

time application if either of bub,o or bdb,s» is not zero.
i j
Step 7: Check whether the emergency or real-time application meets the minimum

bandwidth requirements. If satisfied, the result is sent back to the EV and the module will
conclude. Otherwise, advance to the subsequent step.
Step 8: If either of dub,s» or ddb,s» obtained from Equations (25) and (27) is less than
j j

zero, the bandwidth-demanding application still has a deficit. The following equations eval-
uate whether the base station’s signal coverage area can meet the bandwidth requirements
for emergency or real-time applications:

dubyeo = dubyos + ) by, if dubyee <0, (28)
q,(j,v ]

ddbyss = ddbys + Y dvl,,, i ddbyos <0, (29)
(pcj,v ]

where ¢©7? is the index of the base station that provides bandwidth to the application.
Step 9: Check whether the emergency or real-time application meets the minimum
bandwidth requirements. If satisfied, the result is sent back to the EV and the module will
conclude. Otherwise, advance to the subsequent step.
Step 10: Request the base stations that have assigned bandwidth to non-real-time
applications to reallocate it to the emergency or real-time application:

Yy uble,  if dubjes <0
]

buboo = ¢ gt i , 1<j<eo” (30)
! 0 others
dubtgf/v = dubtq,v + bubtq;u (31)
j j j
z
Yy db%, ifddb,e. <0,
bdboo = 7ot i , 1<j<eo (32)
! 0 others
ddb,or = ddb,oo + bdb,o (33)
i j j

where the designated non-real-time application is indexed by u, and ¢" is the base station
responsible for allocating bandwidth to y.
Step 11: If either bub,o» or bdb,s» is not equal to zero, this step invokes the “Non-

Real-Time Application Doviznload” module to assist in harvesting the bandwidth that was
initially assigned to non-real-time applications.

Step 12: Upon satisfying the bandwidth demands, the result is returned to the EV, and
this module will conclude. Otherwise, advance to the subsequent step.

Step 13: The RSU activates the “V2V Bandwidth Forwarding” module to search for
base stations or CF mMIMO access points that can provide bandwidth and relay the
bandwidth to the demanding emergency /real-time application via V2V communication.

Step 14: The result is returned to the EV if the bandwidth requirement is met, and
then, this module will conclude. Otherwise, advance to the subsequent step.

Step 15: If the multimedia application used by the EV passenger is an emergency
application, move on to the next step. Otherwise, the result is returned to the EV, and then,
this module will conclude.
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Step 16: Reassign the bandwidth that was originally assigned to other real-time
applications by all base stations within the signal coverage area of the EV during the same
time period to the emergency applications.

Step 17: If any bandwidth that was originally assigned to other real-time applications
is reassigned, activate the “V2V Bandwidth Forwarding” module to harvest bandwidth for
the real-time applications.

Step 18: Return the result to the EV, and then, this module will conclude.

2.4. Non-Real-Time Application Download

Leveraging the ability to pre-generate and store segments of non-real-time applications
on the supplier’s server, an EV can preload upcoming video segments into its onboard
storage from base stations or access point clusters along the road segments it travels. This
preloading can occur while non-real-time application video segments are being played. If
the EV is within the coverage area of any access points in a CF mMIMO architecture, the
managing CF mMIMO access point control unit will use a clustering algorithm, as detailed
in [34], to select appropriate access points for forming a cluster to preload segments for the
non-real-time application. However, if the access point cluster cannot provide sufficient
bandwidth or if the EV is out of range of the CF mMIMO architecture, the managing
RSU will request additional bandwidth support from the base stations serving that road
segment. If the allocated bandwidth is still inadequate to preload segments before their
scheduled playtime, the “V2V Bandwidth Forwarding” module will be activated to obtain
additional bandwidth from CF mMIMO access points or base stations located in less
congested road segments.

Figure 4 illustrates the flowchart of this module, and the execution steps are out-
lined below:

Receive request

Is the EV
within the
CF MIMO
range?

Have all
segments been
downloaded?,

CF MIMO meet the
requirement?
Equations (34)-

Pre-download
segments

Ye

Yes

No No

Have all
segments been
downloaded?,

oes the f

andwidth from

BS meet the Yes Pre-download

requirement? segments

Equations (40)-
(45)

v

No
\ 4
v2v
Bandwidth
Forwarding

Road Side Unit
Non-Real-Time Application Download Module

Figure 4. Flow chart of “Non-Real-Time Application Download” module.

Step 1: If the EV is not within the coverage area of a CF mMIMO architecture, advance
to Step 6 of the process.

Step 2: The CF mMIMO control unit utilizes an access point clustering algorithm, as
described in literature [34], to identify suitable access points for forming a cluster.



Sensors 2024, 24, 5007 15 of 30

Step 3: The CF mMIMO cluster preloads application segments according to the specifi-
cations of the non-real-time application as follows:

Z(A Zdbva A) > CSop (cfrcg,v,cbrco,v,cdca,v), 1<% <Co% (34)
cpty < Tov < Teop 4+ 6-A < cptogy, 1 < %7 < CO° (35)

cptcm 1 < cptcm, 1<% <Co? (36)

cbreop = brgop, 1 <% < CO (37)

rtpe < cpty” (38)

buf? ., +CScor (¢f o, CbF o, o) < buf’, (39)

c°? denotes the downloading segment and 7.0» denotes the time, de -0 Tepresents
the bandwidth allocated to application segment c°¥ during time T.c0 over A time slots, and
9?7 is a member of the CF mMIMO access point. § signifies the number of consecutive time
slots for segment downloads after time 7.00. C°° is the total number of segments in the
non-real-time application. The playback time of ¢ is denoted by cptSsy, while CScoo (-)
stands for the bit rate of c®?. Additionally, cf7 .o, Cbrccv and cd.o» represent the frame
rate, resolution, and playback duration of video segment c°*?, respectively. The start and
stop times of the non-real-time application are denoted by cpt;" and cptgs., respectively,
and br,o. is the resolution requirement set by the EV user for video frame 7. The EV will
start playing the non-real-time application after arriving at intersection py, and rt o is the
time when the EV arrives at intersection py. buf ‘Ti +, denotes 0’s remaining buffer at time

Teo0, and Wg represents the size of o’s buffer.

Step 4: Once all segments for the non-real-time application being played by the EV
passenger have been successfully downloaded, the EV will be notified of the completion,
and then, the module will conclude. Otherwise, advance to the subsequent step.

Step 5: The execution returns to step 3 to resume operation if the CF mMIMO cluster
is capable of satisfying the minimum bandwidth requirements for pre-downloading non-
real-time application content to the EV.

Step 6: All base stations within the EV’s communication range are instructed to allocate
bandwidth to pre-download application segments to the fullest extent possible:

2<A 2 de” s A) > CScoo (CfTeo, CbF o, Cleon), 1T < 7 < COP (40)

cpty” < Teow < Teow +6-A < cptdsh, 1 < ¢V < COY (41)

cptise 1 < cptegn, 1 <% < COF (42)

cbreop = brgop, 1 <% < C%7, (43)

rtpe < cpty”’ (44)

buf%g’v + CSco (¢f T po, CbT o0, Ccow) < Wd, (45)

where de +» represents the bandwidth allocated by base station ¢° to non-real-time

apphcatlon segment c®¥ during the time period T.o over A.

Step 7: Once all segments of the non-real-time application being played by the EV
passenger have been successfully downloaded, the EV will be informed of the completion,
and the module will conclude.

Step 8: If the EV encounters difficulties in smoothly downloading non-real-time
application segments due to inadequate bandwidth within its signal coverage area from
the base stations, the “V2V Bandwidth Forwarding” module is activated. This module
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identifies base stations and CF mMIMO clusters situated in less congested road segments
to acquire the required bandwidth for preloading. Afterwards, the bandwidth is relayed
through V2V communication.

Step 9: The outcome is communicated to the EV passenger. Following this, the module
completes its execution.

2.5. V2V Bandwidth Forwarding Module

When the RSU receives notification from an EV indicating that the required bandwidth
for multimedia applications cannot be met, it initiates a connection between the requesting
EV and other EVs within the V2V communication range. The last EV in the fleet can
obtain the bandwidth from CF mMIMO clusters or base stations over less congested road
segments. Subsequently, the collected bandwidth is transmitted from the last EV in the
fleet to the requesting EV via Li-Fi for V2V communication. This cooperative approach
ensures that the requesting EV can effectively support multimedia applications for its
passengers and efficiently utilize the bandwidth of base stations and CF mMIMO clusters
on uncongested road segments.

Figure 5 illustrates the flowchart of this module, and the execution steps are out-
lined below:

establish the fleet?
Equations (46)-

( Receive request

Check if

o | requirement is met
"] using Equations
(56)-(57)

Transmit
bandwidth

Road Side Unit
V2V Bandwidth Forwarding Module

Figure 5. Flow chart of “V2V Bandwidth Forwarding” module.

Step 1: To support the bandwidth requirements of the EV passenger’s application, the
managing RSU first queries other RSUs on uncongested road segments to identify base
stations and CF mMIMO clusters that can offer bandwidth. It then creates connections
between vehicles in the vehicle chain.

gow 100 gow ;o0
. s1 o 5,1 o

argMin( |ao0- Z Z ubibo‘,v *Zubfm + Byoo- Z Z db‘fmv *Zdb(tpﬁ,p , (46)

gow ] s—=1 ,90 1 ¢° 1 ] s=1 00 1 ¢° 1

(P’s/l @'l
subject to the following:
o,0 __ 0,0 o, 0 0,0 o, 0 0,0
REY = (1001 1T 1R ), 1< s <807, 47)
r:;’;,/y =o0,1<s<S8%°, (48)
s

(th,v =
/ 0 others

: o _ o o
1 ifo"’=1& rtp}g <t < rtp}g+1 & uftla,v-urtlc,v > Z”btl‘"”

o 1 1<j<e", 1<1< e, 1<k<h® (49)

1 ifrtye <7 < rtye & dfon-dron > ¥ dbhy,
pkf 1 pk+1 ftl tl (I;- tl"1§j§66,011§l§60',0’1§k<h0' (50)

Brow =

! 0 others
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gov L0
1 c )
Yo ) ubzgi, > “ftl‘"”'”rt;’f” > Zubf}y,y, 1<1<e%?if rtpe < Y < rtpe &Y =1, (51)
s=1 00 o°
o s 1

sO"l) ()"U
51 (PG Y o,v
3 Z W 2 Afgodripe > Pdbfon, 1SS e ibrtyy U0 <ty (52)

s=1

O'Z) o, O'Z) o,

urb“ Tsir1 >uvb“ T 1 <1< e, 1< s <S7,1<i<e?ify%? =1 (53)

o, v 0,0 O'ZI O"U

drb f;u’“'“ > dobg ", 1< 1< e%,1<i <™, 1<5 <SP7, (54)

=" +A, 1<1<e (55)

I+1

where i7" represents the s-th fleet capable of forwarding bandwidth for application v,
S is the number of fleets supporting v, and the length of fleet s is denoted by 15" r;”

and r_ 1’70,0 represent the EV indexes at the beginning and end of the fleet s, respectlvely.

q)rgiv and ¢° represent the index value of the CF mMIMO cluster member or base station
located at the origin of the fleet, respectively. py; is the destination of EV o, and o cannot
support the required bandwidth for v when passing through the k-th segment between
p¢ and pg, ;. The symbols ¢ " and t5ss, respectively, represent the times when v starts
and ends. When the binary flag y°/ is set to 1, it signifies that v is bidirectional, while the
binary flags &y and 8 (o represent the segment where the bandwidth for uploading and

o, 0 O'U o, 0 O'U

v r
downloading v are inadequate at time t Y, respectively. urb Zylg "1 and drb }ﬂ "1 stand

for the remaining bandwidth available for upload and download from EV 1'(T 0 toEV rflil

o,0 0,0 o, 0,0

r 1 r 1
at time t,"”, respectively, while uvb ;’v **1 and dob iy’v i

upload and download bandwidth from EV rei to EV Toii-

Step 2: If the preceding step fails to form any fleet capable of supporting the required
bandwidth for v, notify the RSU that initiated this module and terminate the execution of
this module.

Step 3: The required bandwidth for v is transmitted from base stations or CF mMIMO
clusters to the fleet using Li-Fi, enabling V2V communication.

Step 4: Whether EV o passing through a segment still cannot meet the bandwidth

requirements for v can be checked as follows:

, respectively, represent the total

gou »O0 gov
Uf,ov-Ur,oo — b({ysv'l faor =1& b%svl — oo UFop <0
t t t t; t t t
dubtd,v = 1 1 s=1 (P,,?'iﬂ s=1 gl)',;)']v 1 1 , (56)
1 s,
0 others
8o o 5o o
df oo-urion — ¥ L dbl, ifao0 =1& Y, ¥ dblos —dfeodres <0
ddbtla,v = ! ! s=1 (Prgf’ ! / s=1 (,,’éfi” ] 1 ! , (57)
0 others

where 7 represents the time period during which the bandwidth is insufficient for o,
and dubtlo,v and ddbtlo,v denote the bandwidth deficit for upload and download during t]q,v

respectively.
Step 5: The bandwidth forwarding result is communicated back to the RSU that
initiated this module.

3. Analysis and Discussion of Simulation Results

A simulation was conducted on a personal computer equipped with an Intel Core i7
2.9 GHz CPU and 64 GB RAM to evaluate the proposed algorithm. Because communication
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technologies like 6G and CF mMIMO are still in their early development stages, actual data
are not yet available. Consequently, this study relies on numerical validation to assess the
effectiveness of the proposed algorithm.

This work references the vehicle volume statistics for New York City [35]. The starting
and ending points for EVs are randomly generated. The total number of vehicles on the
road at any given time is aligned with the traffic density data from [35]. Since a dedicated
EV database is not available, this study treats the vehicles referenced in [35] as EVs.

The multimedia applications are categorized into three types: non-real-time, real-
time, and emergency applications. Emergency applications, including 360° video calls,
use HEVC with reduced encoding complexity. Real-time applications, such as 2D video
calls, 2D live video, and 360° live video, also use HEVC with lower encoding complexity.
Non-real-time applications, including 2D VoD and 360° VoD, employ VVC at half the
bitrate of HEVC. The usage proportions and frequencies of different video types in this
study are estimated from data provided by the websites referenced in [36—-42].

The parameters used in the proposed algorithm are detailed below. The time slot
interval was set to 10 s, and each video segment had a duration of 1000 milliseconds. It was
assumed that each EV had storage capacity well beyond the size of the preloaded video
segments. Moreover, the number of passengers per EV varied, with possible values ranging
from1to 5.

Tables 1-3 present the anticipated bandwidth demands for various types of 2D
videos [43] and 360° videos [44]. The projected bandwidth requirements for non-real-
time applications are detailed in Table 1, with VVC using half the bandwidth of HEVC
for 2D and 360° VoD. Tables 2 and 3 present the projected bandwidth requirements for
real-time applications and emergency applications using HEVC, respectively, where 2D
video call and 360° video call involve bidirectional transmission.

Table 1. Anticipated bandwidth demands for non-real-time applications using VVC.

Video Type Video Resolution/Frame Rate Anticipated Download

Bandwidth
720 p 60 fps 4 Mbps
1080 p 60 fps 5 Mbps
2D VoD 1440 p 60 fps 15 Mbps
2160 p 60 fps 20 Mbps
4K 30 fps 12.5 Mbps
5 8 K 30 fps 50 Mbps
360 VoD 12 K 60 fps 200 Mbps
24 K 120 fps 1.175 Gbps

Table 2. Anticipated bandwidth requirements for real-time applications using HEVC.

Video Anticipated . .
Video Type Resolution/Frame Download Antl;;prf;(:\izgload
Rate Bandwidth

720 p 60 fps 8 Mbps X
. . 1080 p 60 fps 10 Mbps X
2D live video 1440 p 60 fps 30 Mbps X
2160 p 60 fps 40 Mbps X
4K 30 fps 25 Mbps X
o1 . 8 K 30 fps 100 Mbps X
3607 live video 12K 60 fps 400 Mbps X
24 K 120 fps 2.35 Gbps X

720 p 60 fps 8 Mbps 8 Mbps

. 1080 p 60 fps 10 Mbps 10 Mbps

2D video call 1440 p 60 fps 30 Mbps 30 Mbps

2160 p 60 fps 40 Mbps 40 Mbps
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Table 3. Anticipated bandwidth requirements for emergency applications using HEVC.

Video Anticipated

Video type Resolution/Frame Download Antllg;p;(;svcliziload
Rate Bandwidth
4K 30 fps 25 Mbps 25 Mbps
o 8 K 30 fps 100 Mbps 100 Mbps
360° video call 12 K 60 fps 400 Mbps 400 Mbps
24 K 120 fps 2.35 Gbps 2.35 Gbps

The simulation environment utilized three types of cellular base stations, sub-6GHz [45],
mmWave [45,46], and THz [45,47], along with WiFi 7 [20,46] access points in a non-cellular
architecture, to provide bandwidth for various applications used by EV users. Furthermore,
LiFi [48] technology was implemented for V2V communication among EVs. Table 4
details these wireless communication technologies” maximum transmission distance and
bandwidth.

Table 4. Maximum communication distance and bandwidth for these wireless communication

technologies.
Type of Wireless Maximum . .
Communication Technology Communication Distance Maximum Bandwidth

sub-6GHz 620 m 6.5 Gbps

mmWave 200 m 10 Gbps

THz 20m 100 Gbps
WiFi 7 300 m 46.1 Gbps

Li-Fi 10 m 640 Gbps

Figure 6 depicts the daily fluctuations in the number of EVs on the road, with vehicle
counts based on traffic density data from [35]. The vertical axis shows the number of EVs,
while the horizontal axis indicates the time in hourly units. The data are presented in
30 min intervals, with hourly markers on the horizontal axis for clarity. As revealed in
Figure 6, a sharp increase in the number of EVs is observed after 5 a.m. as people begin
their morning commutes, continuing to surge until peaking at 8:30 a.m., coinciding with
the typical start of the workday for many commuters.
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Figure 6. Volume of EVs throughout a day.
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Following the 8:30 a.m. peak, the number of vehicles decreases but then stabilizes,
maintaining a consistent level of around 4000 vehicles between 10:30 a.m. and 3 p.m. This
steady state suggests a period of relative equilibrium in vehicle usage, likely due to people
being at work and making fewer trips. In the late afternoon, starting around 3 p.m., there is
another rise in the number of EVs. This second increase aligns with the end of the workday,
as people begin their commutes back home or to other evening activities. The vehicle count
reaches another peak at 6 p.m., reflecting the high volume of evening travel. After this
evening peak, the number of vehicles on the road begins to decline again. This downward
trend continues through the night, reaching its lowest point during the early morning
hours. This pattern suggests that most EVs are idle from late night to early morning, likely
because people are at home instead of traveling or the vehicles are being charged during
these hours.

Figure 7 illustrates the usage of multimedia applications by EV users throughout the
day. The usage numbers for each application are estimated from data provided by the
websites referenced in [36—42] and adjusted according to the fluctuations in the number of
EVs during different time periods. These applications fall into six categories: emergency
applications, such as 360° video calls; real-time applications, including 2D video calls,
2D live video, and 360° live video; and non-real-time applications, such as 2D VoD and
360° VoD. The usage patterns of these multimedia applications are closely linked to the
fluctuations in the number of EVs depicted in Figure 6, indicating a strong correlation
between vehicle activity and multimedia consumption.
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Figure 7. Counts of multimedia applications initiated by passengers in EVs throughout a day.

As illustrated in Figure 7, the low number of EVs correlates with lower multimedia
application usage in the early morning hours. This is likely due to fewer people being on
the road and therefore less demand for entertainment or communication via multimedia
applications. As the number of vehicles rises from 5 a.m. onwards, corresponding to
the start of the morning commute, the usage of all applications increases. This increase
continues until it peaks during the morning rush hour at 8:30 a.m. Users likely engage
with multimedia applications to kill time, stay informed, or be entertained while the EV is
in motion.
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After the morning peak, multimedia application usage tends to decrease as the number
of EVs stabilizes. However, the number of EVs starts to rise again at around 3 p.m., and
there is a corresponding increase in multimedia application usage. This trend continues
until it reaches another peak during the evening rush hour at 6 PM, similar to the morning
peak. During these times, users frequently engage with multimedia applications, whether
during their commutes home or while participating in evening activities.

Notably, VoD applications are more frequently used throughout the day compared
to live video and emergency applications. The flexibility of VoD allows users to pause,
fast-forward, and replay content at their convenience, which is particularly appealing
for commuters with unpredictable schedules. Additionally, the wider variety of content
available on VoD platforms attracts a larger audience.

In contrast, live video applications are used less frequently because they are tied to
specific broadcast times, making them less convenient for users with varying schedules.
Furthermore, 360° videos are less commonly used compared to 2D videos due to their
higher production complexity and greater network requirements. The immersive nature of
360° videos, while appealing, demands more bandwidth and better connectivity, which
may not always be available to EV users on the go.

Figure 8 illustrates the bandwidth requirements for six different multimedia applica-
tions: 2D VoD, 360° VoD, 2D live video, 360° live video, 2D video calls, and 360° video
calls. These requirements are determined based on the usage numbers of multimedia
applications during different time periods. The video resolution and frame rate for each ap-
plication type are randomly selected from the corresponding video categories in Tables 1-3.
As illustrated by the red, gray, and blue curves in Figure 8, the bandwidth demand for
2D video is relatively low, as outlined in Tables 1 and 2, even though 2D video is more
frequently used. In other words, the bandwidth needs for 2D video calls, 2D live video,
and 2D VoD are noticeably lower than those for the three 360° video applications.
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Figure 8. Daily bandwidth demands of multimedia applications.

As shown by the green, tangerine, and yellow curves in Figure 8, 360° videos demand
significant bandwidth to deliver immersive 3D content, providing users with a more
engaging experience. As a result, the bandwidth requirements for 360° VoD, 360° live
video, and 360° video calls are higher compared to those for 2D videos. This increased
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demand is due to the higher resolution and larger data volumes needed to create the 360°
field of view, which enhances user immersion but also significantly increases the amount
of data that must be transmitted.

Moreover, non-real-time applications, like 2D VoD and 360° VoD, use highly com-
pressed VVC to minimize bandwidth usage. This advanced compression technology allows
for high-quality video playback without requiring excessive data transmission. Conse-
quently, the bandwidth demand for VoD, despite its higher viewing rates, is not significantly
greater than that of other applications. This efficiency in data compression means that users
can enjoy high-quality video content with less strain on network resources.

Conversely, real-time applications, such as video calls, necessitate the simultaneous
uploading and downloading of video streams, which require more bandwidth. This
bidirectional data flow leads to relatively higher bandwidth demands compared to VoD
applications. Specifically, 2D video calls, while less bandwidth-intensive than their 360°
counterparts, still require more bandwidth than VoD due to the need for real-time interac-
tion and low latency to maintain a seamless communication experience.

The disparity in bandwidth requirements between 2D and 360° applications is further
accentuated in live video scenarios, as shown in Figure 8; 360° live video not only demands
high bandwidth for transmitting large amounts of data in real-time but also requires robust
network infrastructure to handle the simultaneous streaming to multiple users. This makes
360° live video one of the most bandwidth-intensive applications, necessitating advanced
network solutions to support widespread use.

Figure 9 illustrates the bandwidth allocated to each multimedia application before
implementing the algorithm proposed in this study. In the early morning hours, when
user bandwidth demand is low, the bandwidth requirements for all applications are ad-
equately met. However, as the day progresses and the number of EVs increases, the use
of multimedia applications grows correspondingly, resulting in a substantial rise in band-
width demand. This escalation leads to periods during the daytime when users experience
insufficient bandwidth availability.
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Figure 9. Bandwidth assignments for multimedia applications before implementing the pro-
posed work.
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As depicted in Figure 9, due to the lower number of active EVs and the resulting
minimal usage of multimedia applications during the early morning hours, the overall
demand for bandwidth remains manageable. This period typically experiences surplus
bandwidth, ensuring that users can access their desired content without interruption.

However, starting from 5 a.m., the increase in active EVs is accompanied by a rise in
the usage of multimedia applications, such as live video, VoD, and video calls. This surge in
demand continues throughout the morning rush hour, peaking at around 8:30 a.m., when
the need for bandwidth reaches its highest point due to widespread commuter activity and
multimedia consumption.

Notably, starting from around 6 a.m., the bandwidth-allocation curve tends to flatten
out. During this period, there is a sustained and significant demand for multimedia appli-
cations. However, the allocated bandwidth for EV passengers often reaches its maximum
limit due to the confined bandwidth supply in vehicular networks.

Despite the overall increase in bandwidth demand throughout the day, Figure 9
illustrates that there are periods when the allocated bandwidth may not sufficiently meet
the needs of all users. This discrepancy can lead to degraded service quality, such as
buffering during video playback or dropped connections during video calls, impacting
user experience.

Figure 10 visualizes the improved approach to bandwidth allocation implemented
through our algorithm, demonstrating significant improvements across various multimedia
applications. The improvements are attributed to several key modules of the proposed
work that aim to optimize bandwidth utilization and enhance user experience in diverse
usage scenarios.

A standout feature of the proposed work is the “Emergency/Real-time Application
Bandwidth Assignment” module, which prioritizes bandwidth allocation for critical appli-
cations, such as 360° video calls from CF mMIMO access points. Additionally, when emer-
gency applications cannot obtain sufficient bandwidth, the module reallocates bandwidth
that was originally designed for non-real-time applications to emergency applications. This
module ensures that even during peak demand periods, resources are allocated efficiently,
significantly enhancing the availability of bandwidth for emergency application needs.
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Figure 10. Bandwidth assignments for multimedia applications after implementing the pro-
posed work.
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Additionally, the algorithm incorporates the “V2V Bandwidth Forwarding Module”,
leveraging V2V communication to dynamically redistribute bandwidth. By utilizing con-
nectivity between nearby vehicles, this module optimizes the allocation of bandwidth
from base stations and access points across different areas. This approach maximizes the
fulfillment of bandwidth demands for all multimedia applications, ensuring consistent
performance and reliability throughout EV environments.

Overall, Figure 10 underscores how the implemented algorithm revolutionizes band-
width management in EV environments. By prioritizing critical applications, optimizing
resource allocation through V2V communication, the algorithm significantly enhances
bandwidth availability and improves the overall multimedia experience for users. These
advancements are essential for meeting the increasing demands of multimedia applications
in dynamic and densely populated EV settings, ensuring reliable and efficient multimedia
usage across various scenarios.

Figure 11 illustrates the gap between the actual bandwidth allocated to EV users
applications and their expected bandwidth requirements before the implementation of the
proposed work. As observed in Figure 11, the bandwidth needs for all application types
are met from 11:30 p.m. to 5:30 a.m. However, as user bandwidth demand increases, the
disparity between the available bandwidth and the expected requirements widens.

’

900,000
800,000
700,000

2 600,000

500,000

400,000

300,000

Bandwidth(Mb

200,000

100,000

0

01 2 3 45 6 7 8 9 101112 13 14 1516 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Time (h)

—&— 360° video calls 360° live video —i—360° VoD
—&— 2D video calls 2D live video e D VVOD

Figure 11. Difference between allocated bandwidth and expected bandwidth needs before imple-
menting the proposed algorithm.

Prior to implementing the algorithm, bandwidth allocation followed a first-come, first-
served approach, which did not account for bandwidth-allocation priorities. Consequently,
the largest gap is seen in the emergency application, 360° video calls, which has the highest
bandwidth demand. In contrast, the gap for 2D video, which requires less bandwidth, is
less significant.

Figure 12 highlights the differences between the allocated bandwidth and the expected
bandwidth requirements for EV users’ applications after the implementation of the pro-
posed work. With our proposed algorithm in place, there is a noticeable improvement in
the bandwidth assigned to EV users’ applications. From 9:30 p.m. to 6:30 a.m., applications’
bandwidth needs are consistently satisfied. Even during peak demand periods, the differ-
ence between the assigned bandwidth and applications’ needs is substantially reduced,
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attributed to the V2V bandwidth forwarding strategy that enhances overall bandwidth
utilization.
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Figure 12. Difference between allocated bandwidth and expected bandwidth needs after implement-
ing the proposed algorithm.

Additionally, Figure 12 illustrates a significant reduction in the bandwidth gap for
emergency applications, such as 360° video calls. This improvement is achieved by priori-
tizing bandwidth usage for emergency applications and reallocating bandwidth from other
types of applications to emergency ones. Other applications also benefit from V2V commu-
nication, which redistributes bandwidth from less congested base stations or access points
at less congested road segments, thereby reducing the gap between assigned bandwidth
and their requirements.

Figure 13 illustrates the number of playback interruptions for each type of application
caused by insufficient bandwidth before implementing the algorithm. During the period
from 11:30 p.m. to 5:30 a.m., when bandwidth requirements are generally met, users receive
adequate bandwidth to ensure the smooth playback of their applications. This period sees
minimal interruptions, indicating that the existing bandwidth allocation is sufficient for the
user demand during these hours.

However, as the number of EV users increases during the morning commute, band-
width resource contention becomes a significant issue. The growing demand for bandwidth
leads to more EV users’ applications being unable to acquire sufficient bandwidth, re-
sulting in a marked increase in playback interruptions across various applications. This
deteriorated quality of EV users’ experiences underscores the need for a more efficient
bandwidth-allocation strategy.

Figure 14 contrasts the number of playback interruptions for each type of application
after implementing the proposed algorithm. A significant reduction in interruptions is
observed across all time periods for most of EV users” applications. Specifically, during
the morning and evening peak demand periods, five of the six types of applications see a
substantial decline in the number of playback interruptions, while only 2D VoD shows a
slight decrease in playback interruptions.
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Figure 13. Number of playback interruptions for each type of application before implementing the
proposed algorithm.

Notably, the interruptions for emergency applications, such as 360° video calls, ap-
proach zero between 9:30 p.m. and 6:30 a.m. and between 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. This
represents the lowest interruption rate among all types of multimedia applications. This
improvement is mainly achieved by prioritizing bandwidth allocation for different applica-
tions, effectively minimizing interruptions for emergency and real-time applications.
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Figure 14. Number of playback interruptions for each type of application after implementing the
algorithm.
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In addition, the “Multimedia Application Bandwidth Adjustment” module adjusts
parameters, such as the frame rate and resolution, based on the type of multimedia ap-
plication to meet the specific needs of EV users’ applications. Consequently, even during
peak bandwidth demand periods, when EV users’ applications experience a bandwidth
deficit, this module reduces the frame rate and resolution of the applications to decrease
the bandwidth required. This adjustment effectively prevents interruptions or buffering
during multimedia usage, thereby improving the overall user experience.

Figure 15 presents a comparison of the overall bandwidth requirements for all mul-
timedia applications during a day before and after the implementation of the proposed
work. During the early hours, from midnight to 5:30 a.m., bandwidth demand remains
relatively low across all multimedia applications. Consequently, existing bandwidth re-
sources generally meet these demands adequately without requiring intervention from the
proposed algorithm.
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Figure 15. Contrast of bandwidth requirements and assigned bandwidth before and after algorithm
implementation.

However, as time progresses, typically starting around the morning hours, the band-
width demand of applications begins to increase. This increase in demand can escalate
rapidly, especially during peak periods, such as morning and evening rush hours. Often,
this surge surpasses the maximum capacity of congested CF mMIMO wireless access points
and base stations, resulting in insufficient bandwidth for many EV passengers’ applications.
This creates a notable disparity between the demand for bandwidth and its availability,
particularly in densely populated or high-traffic areas.

Before the implementation of our proposed algorithm, bandwidth was allocated using
a first-come, first-served approach. This method did not prioritize critical applications
and lacked a V2V bandwidth scheduling strategy, often leading to insufficient bandwidth
for emergency applications and the inefficient use of available resources. On the contrary,
the algorithm introduced in this study effectively addresses these bandwidth limitations
within congested V2X networks. A critical mechanism is the V2V bandwidth scheduling,
facilitated by LiFi technology, which dynamically redistributes bandwidth. This approach
optimizes resource use by reallocating bandwidth from less congested w CF mMIMO
wireless access points and base stations to vehicles on congested roads via V2V communi-
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cation. By leveraging V2V communication, the algorithm efficiently schedules bandwidth,
ensuring that EV users on busy routes have access to enhanced resources.

Facilitated by the proposed algorithm, there is a substantial increase in available
bandwidth for EV users’ applications, particularly noticeable from 6 a.m. to 23 p.m. as
shown in Figure 15. A 47% increase is achieved in assigned bandwidth, effectively mit-
igating network resource contention issues and improving the overall user experience
with reliable multimedia application performance. Figure 15 also demonstrates how the
proposed algorithm revolutionizes bandwidth management in congested V2X networks. By
optimizing resource allocation through advanced V2V communication and LiFi technology
and efficiently managing CF mMIMO access points and base station allocated bandwidth,
the algorithm significantly enhances bandwidth-utilization efficiency. This proactive ap-
proach effectively addresses bandwidth limitations, resulting in an enriched multimedia
experience for EV users across various usage scenarios and timeframes.

4. Conclusions

Although numerous studies have proposed algorithms for multimedia transmission
in V2X networks, the potential of emerging wireless communication technologies remains
largely unexplored. This study aims to integrate various cutting-edge technologies, includ-
ing THz, mmWave, sub-6GHz cellular base stations, and CF mMIMO Wi-Fi 7 access points.
The objective is to deliver ultra-high transmission rates, seamless connectivity, and minimal
interference for EV users in V2X networks. Additionally, the study investigates the use of
Li-Fi technology for vehicular applications, leveraging it to enhance V2V communication
and meet the bandwidth requirements of other vehicles.

This study validates the proposed mechanisms through a detailed simulation analysis,
showing an average bandwidth increase of 47% for EV users’ applications during peak
times. The proposed mechanisms include prioritizing bandwidth for emergency and real-
time applications, implementing a pre-downloading strategy for non-real-time applications,
and using V2V communication for bandwidth relay from less congested access points or
base stations. This approach ensures that EV users” applications have adequate bandwidth
during high-demand periods, facilitating smooth multimedia playback.

In summary, compared to the existing literature, this study introduces a range of
emerging wireless technologies into V2X networks, significantly boosting user bandwidth
through V2V communication and addressing the prioritization of various application types.
The proposed algorithm effectively manages bandwidth contention among EV passengers
and ensures uninterrupted multimedia application playback during peak demand. By
meeting the needs of most EV passengers, the algorithm enhances overall service satisfac-
tion and positions itself as a leader in bandwidth management within the evolving field of
EV connectivity.

Due to the absence of actual data for testing, this study is limited to numerical valida-
tion. Once actual data become accessible in the future, further validation will be conducted
to verify the feasibility of the proposed algorithm. Moreover, as EV adoption becomes more
prevalent, incorporating real-world data on EV charging times into the simulations will be
considered to enhance their accuracy and relevance to actual conditions.

Author Contributions: Funding acquisition and conceptualization, C.-J.H.; data curation and soft-
ware, K.-W.H.; methodology and project administration, H.-W.C.; data curation, visualization, and
writing, M.-E.J.; writing, M.LLET. All authors have read and agreed to the published version of the
manuscript.

Funding: This study received partial funding from the National Science and Technology Council,
Taiwan under Contract Number NSTC 112-2221-E-259-006.

Data Availability Statement: Simulation data are available to collaborating researchers in coordina-
tion with the corresponding author.

Conflicts of Interest: The company was not involved in the study design, collection, analysis,
interpretation of data, the writing of this article or the decision to submit it for publication. The



Sensors 2024, 24, 5007 29 of 30

remaining authors declare that the research was conducted in the absence of any commercial or
financial relationships that could be construed as a potential conflict of interest.

References

1.  Gandsas, A.; Dorey, T.; Park, A. Immersive Live Streaming of Surgery Using 360-Degree Video to Head-Mounted Virtual Reality
Devices: A New Paradigm in Surgical Education. Surg. Innov. 2023, 30, 486—492. [CrossRef]

2. Yu,J.Y; Kim, Y.G. Coding unit-based region of interest encryption in HEVC/h. 265 video. IEEE Access 2023, 11, 47967-47978.
[CrossRef]

3. Xu, M,; Jeon, B. Complexity-efficient dependent quantization for versatile video coding. IEEE Trans. Broadcast. 2023, 69, 832-839.
[CrossRef]

4. Sharma, MK, Liu, C.F; Farhat, I; Sehad, N.; Hamidouche, W.; Debbah, M. UAV Immersive Video Streaming: A Comprehensive
Survey, Benchmarking, and Open Challenges. arXiv 2023, arXiv:2311.00082.

5. Chen, ].J.; Chou, Y.G,; Jiang, C.S. Speed Up VVC Intra-Coding by Learned Models and Feature Statistics. IEEE Access 2023, 11,
124609-124623. [CrossRef]

6. Clancy, J.; Mullins, D.; Deegan, B.; Horgan, J.; Ward, E.; Eising, C.; Glavin, M. Wireless Access for V2X Communications: Research,
Challenges and Opportunities. IEEE Commun. Surv. Tutor. 2024. [CrossRef]

7. Jiang, W.; Zhou, Q.; He, J.; Habibi, M.A.; Melnyk, S.; El-Absi, M.; Leung, V.C. Terahertz communications and sensing for 6G and
beyond: A comprehensive review. [EEE Commun. Surv. Tutor. 2024. [CrossRef]

8.  Alsaedi, WK.; Ahmadi, H.; Khan, Z.; Grace, D. Spectrum options and allocations for 6G: A regulatory and standardization review.
IEEE Open |. Commun. Soc. 2023, 4, 1787-1812. [CrossRef]

9. Guan, H.; Hina, M.D. A Study on the Feasibility of LiFi in an Intra-Vehicular Data Transmission Application. IEEE Access 2024, 12,
42594-42613. [CrossRef]

10. Baeza, V.M.; Garcia, R.A. LiFi Technology Overview: Taxonomy, and future directions. arXiv 2023, arXiv:2303.09690.

11. Saranya, S.; Sriram, M.; Varadharaj, K.; Yugesh, K. Vehicle to Vehicle Communication Using Li-Fi. In Proceedings of the 2023 2nd
International Conference on Advancements in Electrical, Electronics, Communication, Computing and Automation (ICAECA),
Coimbatore, India, 16-17 June 2023; pp. 1-5.

12.  Yahia, S.; Meraihi, Y.; Ramdane-Cherif, A.; Ho, T.D.; Eldeeb, H.B. Enhancement of vehicular visible light communication using
spherical detector and custom lens combinations. IEEE Access 2023, 11, 21600-21611. [CrossRef]

13. Yang, H.; Zheng, S.; Zhang, H.; Li, N.; Shen, D.; He, T.; Yu, X. A THz-OAM wireless communication system based on transmissive
metasurface. IEEE Trans. Antennas Propag. 2023, 71, 4194-4203. [CrossRef]

14. Li, X,; Chen, M; Hu, Y;; Zhang, Z.; Liu, D.; Mao, S. Jointly Optimizing Terahertz based Sensing and Communications in Vehicular
Networks: A Dynamic Graph Neural Network Approach. arXiv 2024, arXiv:2403.11102. [CrossRef]

15. Chang, B; Yan, X.; Zhang, L.; Chen, Z; Li, L.; Imran, M.A. Joint communication and control for mmWave/THz beam alignment
in V2X networks. IEEE Internet Things J. 2021, 9, 11203-11213. [CrossRef]

16. Rasheed, I; Hu, F. Intelligent super-fast Vehicle-to-Everything 5G communications with predictive switching between mmWave
and THz links. Veh. Commun. 2021, 27, 100303. [CrossRef]

17. Ghosh, A.; Kim, M. THz channel sounding and modeling techniques: An overview. IEEE Access 2023, 11, 17823-17856. [CrossRef]

18. Reshef, E.; Cordeiro, C. Future directions for Wi-Fi 8 and beyond. IEEE Commun. Mag. 2022, 60, 50-55. [CrossRef]

19. Verma, S.; Rodrigues, TK.; Kawamoto, Y.; Fouda, M.M.; Kato, N. A survey on Multi-AP coordination approaches over emerging
WLAN:S: Future directions and open challenges. IEEE Commun. Surv. Tutor. 2023, 26, 858-889. [CrossRef]

20. Chen, C; Chen, X;; Das, D.; Akhmetov, D.; Cordeiro, C. Overview and performance evaluation of Wi-Fi 7. IEEE Commun. Stand.
Mag. 2022, 6, 12-18. [CrossRef]

21. Osorio DP, M.; Ahmad, I.; Sanchez JD, V.; Gurtov, A.; Scholliers, J.; Kutila, M.; Porambage, P. Towards 6G-enabled internet of
vehicles: Security and privacy. IEEE Open . Commun. Soc. 2022, 3, 82-105. [CrossRef]

22. Peng, Q.; Ren, H.; Dong, M.; Elkashlan, M.; Wong, K.K.; Hanzo, L. Resource allocation for cell-free massive MIMO-aided URLLC
systems relying on pilot sharing. IEEE |. Sel. Areas Commun. 2023, 41, 2193-2207. [CrossRef]

23.  Ajmal, M,; Siddiqa, A.; Jeong, B.; Seo, J.; Kim, D. Cell-free massive multiple-input multiple-output challenges and opportunities:
A survey. ICT Express 2023, 10, 194-212. [CrossRef]

24. Zhang, C.; Chen, L.; Zhang, L.; Huang, Y.; Zhang, W. Incremental Collaborative Beam Alignment for Millimeter Wave Cell-Free
MIMO Systems. IEEE Trans. Commun. 2023, 71, 6377-6390. [CrossRef]

25. Kurma, S.; Singh, K,; Sharma, PK,; Li, C.P; Tsiftsis, T.A. URLLC-Enabled Full-Duplex Cell-Free Massive MIMO Systems with
Mobility. IEEE Open ]. Commun. Soc. 2024, 5, 3196-3211. [CrossRef]

26. Dai, P; Wu, M; Li, K.; Wu, X,; Ding, Y. Joint Optimization for Quality Selection and Resource Allocation of Live Video Streaming
in Internet of Vehicles. IEEE Trans. Serv. Comput. 2024. [CrossRef]

27. Chowdhury, D.R;; Nandi, S.; Goswami, D. Cost-effective live video streaming for internet of connected vehicles using heteroge-
neous networks. Ad Hoc Netw. 2024, 153, 103334. [CrossRef]

28. Ahmed, A.A.; Malebary, S.J.; Ali, W.; Barukab, O.M. Smart traffic shaping based on distributed reinforcement learning for

multimedia streaming over 5G-VANET communication technology. Mathematics 2023, 11, 700. [CrossRef]


https://doi.org/10.1177/15533506231165828
https://doi.org/10.1109/ACCESS.2023.3276243
https://doi.org/10.1109/TBC.2023.3262170
https://doi.org/10.1109/ACCESS.2023.3329717
https://doi.org/10.1109/COMST.2024.3384132
https://doi.org/10.1109/COMST.2024.3385908
https://doi.org/10.1109/OJCOMS.2023.3301630
https://doi.org/10.1109/ACCESS.2024.3376658
https://doi.org/10.1109/ACCESS.2023.3250397
https://doi.org/10.1109/TAP.2023.3255539
https://doi.org/10.1109/TWC.2024.3397028
https://doi.org/10.1109/JIOT.2021.3126651
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.vehcom.2020.100303
https://doi.org/10.1109/ACCESS.2023.3246161
https://doi.org/10.1109/MCOM.003.2200037
https://doi.org/10.1109/COMST.2023.3344167
https://doi.org/10.1109/MCOMSTD.0001.2100082
https://doi.org/10.1109/OJCOMS.2022.3143098
https://doi.org/10.1109/JSAC.2023.3280976
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.icte.2023.10.007
https://doi.org/10.1109/TCOMM.2023.3306889
https://doi.org/10.1109/OJCOMS.2024.3398098
https://doi.org/10.1109/TSC.2023.3349051
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.adhoc.2023.103334
https://doi.org/10.3390/math11030700

Sensors 2024, 24, 5007 30 of 30

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

Go, K,; Shin, D. Resilient raw format live video streaming framework for an automated driving system on an Ethernet-based
in-vehicle network. IEEE Access 2023, 11, 144364-144376. [CrossRef]

Benzerogue, S.; Abdelatif, S.; Merniz, S.; Harous, S.; Khamer, L. Multi-Path Transmission Protocol for Video Streaming over
Vehicular Fog Computing environments. IEEE Access 2024, 12, 87199-87216. [CrossRef]

Chowdhury, D.R.; Nandj, S.; Goswami, D. Distributed gateway selection for video streaming in VANET using IP multicast. ACM
Trans. Multimed. Comput. Commun. Appl. (TOMM) 2022, 18, 1-24. [CrossRef]

Chen, M.Y;; Chiang, H.S.; Yang, K.J. Constructing cooperative intelligent transport systems for travel time prediction with deep
learning approaches. IEEE Trans. Intell. Transp. Syst. 2022, 23, 16590-16599. [CrossRef]

Hagq, 1.U.; Shafig, O.; Muneeb, M. Travel time prediction using hybridized deep feature Space and machine learning based
heterogeneous ensemble. IEEE Access 2022, 10, 98127-98139.

Freitas, M.; Souza, D.; da Costa, D.B.; Borges, G.; Cavalcante, A.M.; Marquezini, M.; Costa, ].C. Matched-decision AP selection for
user-centric cell-free massive MIMO networks. IEEE Trans. Veh. Technol. 2023, 72, 6375-6391. [CrossRef]

New York City Vehicle Flow Statistics. Available online: https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/datafeeds.shtml#
trafficcounts (accessed on 27 April 2024).

One-Year Waits Reduce for Patients as Record Demand for NHS Emergency Care Continues. Available online: https://www.
england.nhs.uk/2023/11/one-year-waits-reduce-for-patients-as-record-demand-for-nhs-emergency-care-continues/ (accessed
on 28 April 2024).

Road Traffic Estimates in Great Britain, 2022: Traffic in Great Britain by Road Type. Available online: https://www.gov.
uk/government/statistics /road-traffic-estimates-in-great-britain-2022 /road- traffic-estimates-in-great-britain-2022-traffic-in-
great-britain-by-road-type (accessed on 28 April 2024).

360 Degree Camera Market to Witness Strong Growth, with a Projected CAGR of 22.5% | Market.us Report. Available on-
line: https:/ /www.globenewswire.com/en/news-release/2023/04/11/2644899/0/en/360-Degree-Camera-Market-to-Witness-
Strong-Growth-with-a-Projected-CAGR-of-22-5-Market-us-Report.html (accessed on 26 April 2024).

48 Live Streaming Stats You Should Know in 2024. Available online: https://restream.io/blog/live-streaming-statistics/
(accessed on 27 April 2024).

360 Video Reach: Who's Watching, Anyway? Available online: https:/ /subvrsive.com/blog/360-spherical-video-reach (accessed
on 26 April 2024).

31 Trending Zoom Meeting Statistics [2023]: How Many People Use Zoom? Available online: https:/ /www.zippia.com/advice/
zoom-meeting-statistics/ (accessed on 27 April 2024).

300+ Video Marketing Statistics (2024). Available online: https:/ /supplygem.com /video-marketing-statistics/ (accessed on 26
April 2024).

Choose Live Encoder Settings, Bitrates, and Resolutions. Available online: https:/ /support.google.com/youtube /answer /2853
702?hl=en (accessed on 8 May 2024).

Mangiante, S.; Klas, G.; Navon, A.; GuanHua, Z.; Ran, J.; Silva, M.D. Vr is on the edge: How to deliver 360 videos in mobile
networks. In Proceedings of the Workshop on Virtual Reality and Augmented Reality Network 2017, Los Angeles, CA, USA, 25
August 2017; pp. 30-35.

Mahmood, A.; Kiah ML, M.; Azizul, Z.H.; Azzuhri, S.R. Analysis of Terahertz (THz) Frequency Propagation and Link Design for
Federated Learning in 6G Wireless Systems. IEEE Access 2024, 12, 23782-23797. [CrossRef]

Oughton, E.J.; Lehr, W.; Katsaros, K.; Selinis, I.; Bubley, D.; Kusuma, J. Revisiting wireless internet connectivity: 5G vs. Wi-Fi 6.
Telecommun. Policy 2021, 45, 102127. [CrossRef]

Chaccour, C.; Soorki, M.N.; Saad, W.; Bennis, M.; Popovski, P.; Debbah, M. Seven defining features of terahertz (THz) wireless
systems: A fellowship of communication and sensing. IEEE Commun. Surv. Tutor. 2022, 24, 967-993. [CrossRef]

Mohsin, M.].; Murdas, I.A. Performance analysis of an outdoor Li-Fi system-based AO-OFDM architecture under different FSO
turbulence and weather conditions. Optik 2023, 273, 170427. [CrossRef]

Disclaimer/Publisher’s Note: The statements, opinions and data contained in all publications are solely those of the individual
author(s) and contributor(s) and not of MDPI and/or the editor(s). MDPI and/or the editor(s) disclaim responsibility for any injury to
people or property resulting from any ideas, methods, instructions or products referred to in the content.


https://doi.org/10.1109/ACCESS.2023.3345352
https://doi.org/10.1109/ACCESS.2024.3417288
https://doi.org/10.1145/3491388
https://doi.org/10.1109/TITS.2022.3148269
https://doi.org/10.1109/TVT.2023.3235980
https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/datafeeds.shtml#trafficcounts
https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/datafeeds.shtml#trafficcounts
https://www.england.nhs.uk/2023/11/one-year-waits-reduce-for-patients-as-record-demand-for-nhs-emergency-care-continues/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/2023/11/one-year-waits-reduce-for-patients-as-record-demand-for-nhs-emergency-care-continues/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/road-traffic-estimates-in-great-britain-2022/road-traffic-estimates-in-great-britain-2022-traffic-in-great-britain-by-road-type
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/road-traffic-estimates-in-great-britain-2022/road-traffic-estimates-in-great-britain-2022-traffic-in-great-britain-by-road-type
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/road-traffic-estimates-in-great-britain-2022/road-traffic-estimates-in-great-britain-2022-traffic-in-great-britain-by-road-type
https://www.globenewswire.com/en/news-release/2023/04/11/2644899/0/en/360-Degree-Camera-Market-to-Witness-Strong-Growth-with-a-Projected-CAGR-of-22-5-Market-us-Report.html
https://www.globenewswire.com/en/news-release/2023/04/11/2644899/0/en/360-Degree-Camera-Market-to-Witness-Strong-Growth-with-a-Projected-CAGR-of-22-5-Market-us-Report.html
https://restream.io/blog/live-streaming-statistics/
https://subvrsive.com/blog/360-spherical-video-reach
https://www.zippia.com/advice/zoom-meeting-statistics/
https://www.zippia.com/advice/zoom-meeting-statistics/
https://supplygem.com/video-marketing-statistics/
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/2853702?hl=en
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/2853702?hl=en
https://doi.org/10.1109/ACCESS.2024.3362966
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.telpol.2021.102127
https://doi.org/10.1109/COMST.2022.3143454
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijleo.2022.170427

	Introduction 
	Optimizing Bandwidth Allocation for Multimedia Applications in V2X Networks 
	Real-Time Traffic and Travel Time Calculation 
	Multimedia Application Bandwidth Adjustment 
	Emergency/Real-Time Application Bandwidth Assignment 
	Non-Real-Time Application Download 
	V2V Bandwidth Forwarding Module 

	Analysis and Discussion of Simulation Results 
	Conclusions 
	References

