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Abstract: In the design and stability of thermal engineering applications, a thorough understanding
of the evolution of damage in the rock following high-temperature treatments is crucial. Hence,
this study investigates the influence of high temperatures on Egyptian granodiorite rock properties,
given its widespread use as ornamental stones and aggregate material for roadways. Temperature
effects up to 800 ◦C on its physical and mechanical responses were examined in conjunction with
microstructure alterations. The results show that the density of granodiorite decreases after heat
exposure due to a gain in volume and a loss in mass, with volume expansion being the most
important component. In addition, the uniaxial compressive strength increases up to 400 ◦C before
reducing linearly as the temperature increases, while the elastic modulus and P-wave velocity show
a reducing trend with the temperature. This study suggests that granodiorite has a thermal damage
threshold of 400 ◦C, beyond which its microstructure and physical and mechanical characteristics
deteriorate, and granodiorite becomes less brittle and more ductile. Hence, at the mutation range
(between 400 and 600 ◦C), the physical and mechanical responses shift from a stable to an unstable
state. As a result, the microstructure of the granodiorite samples was destroyed at 800 ◦C, resulting
in a significant drop in compressive strength and dilemmas in measuring the P-wave and elastic
modulus. Accordingly, the findings of this study can be used to aid in the safe handling of this rock
in high-temperature conditions.

Keywords: physical and mechanical responses; Egyptian granodiorite; thermal damage threshold;
microstructure; thermal constructions

1. Introduction

In recent decades, high-temperature rock mechanics have garnered considerable
attention, particularly in geological engineering fields such as deep mining, geothermal
energy extraction, nuclear engineering construction, coal mining, and hydrothermal
systems [1–5]. The temperature in these thermal applications varies based on the type of
environment. The temperature of a coal fire, for example, is usually between 700 and
900 ◦C [6,7]. Moreover, temperatures can extend to 1000 ◦C during coal gasification
procedures [8]. Fire damage to rocks is also relevant to various sectors, including
geomorphology, cultural heritage, civil works, and engineering geology. For example,
in the case of a building fire, construction materials can be exposed to temperatures
exceeding 700 ◦C [9]. Hence, the temperature has numerous effects on rocks’ physical
and mechanical properties [10], which leads to several inevitable problems to be solved
in rock mechanics [11].
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Recognizing the consequences of temperature on various rocks’ physical and me-
chanical responses is of extraordinary significance for reducing the potential jeopardies
generated by thermal damage and safety evaluation in rock engineering [12–16]. At high
temperatures, all rocks are susceptible to deterioration. On the other hand, porous sed-
imentary stones tend to show less visible mechanical damage than dense, low-porosity
rocks, specifically multi-mineral rocks like granites [17]. Furthermore, due to intrinsic
mineralogical and textural varieties, the impact of the temperature on the alteration of
the rock properties may differ among rocks of similar origins [18,19]. For example, high-
porosity weathered granites may withstand higher temperatures than low-porosity fresh
granites [20]. Therefore, the physical and mechanical behaviors of different kinds of stones
after heat treatment have been investigated in some of the former literature, among them
being granite [21–26], marble [27–29], sandstone [30,31], shale [32], salt rock [33], lime-
stone [34,35], and mudstone [36–38]. Commonly, it has been observed that in all rocks that
have been examined below their melting point, the physical and mechanical properties for
them altered following heat treatment.

The physical responses [39] showed, for example, that the rates of mass loss, volume
expansion, and density reduction increase as the temperature rises. Quartz’s thermal ex-
pansion is very nonlinear, while the rest of the granodiorite-forming minerals, on the other
hand, have linear temperature dependencies in their thermal expansion [40]. The mismatch
of thermal expansion and the associated thermal stress within mineral grains subjected to
high temperatures induce microcracks between and inside mineral particles [41], leading
to rock structural damage. Hence, the ultrasonic wave velocity falls dramatically [42,43].
Some studies were primarily concerned with evaluating thermal damage from the micro-
scopic approach. They detailed the internal mechanisms that modify rocks following a
temperature rise that induces macroscopic property changes. For example, the authors
of [44] investigated the P-wave velocity and microstructure modification of granite under
open fire, concluding that microcrack creation is mostly responsible for reducing the Pv
of granite as the temperature increases. In addition, the authors of [18] proposed that the
chemical reactions in minerals during heating alter these physical properties of rock at
high temperatures.

The uniaxial compressive strength (UCS) and elastic modulus (E) tests are most com-
monly used to evaluate mechanical rock properties in mining and civil engineering projects.
However, the UCS and E tests have difficulties with direct measurements, including the
necessity for accurate sample preparation and a large testing apparatus and the reality
that these are destructive and time-consuming examinations [45,46]. On the other side, the
mechanical responses of rocks may vary after thermal treatment [47–49]. Heat treatment
can enhance or weaken rock strength within a specified temperature range [50–52]. Many
researchers have examined the strength, deformation characteristics, and failure modes
of rock that has been exposed to high temperatures [53–55]. For instance, depending on
the rock type, structure, and mineral content, the peak strength of many rocks decreased
by 40–60% with increasing temperatures (from 400 to 800 ◦C) [10,56]. According to [4],
the stress–strain curves of Strathbogie granite showed plastic behavior at temperatures
above 800 ◦C, and the brittle-plastic transformation has been observed under uniaxial
compression between 600 and 800 ◦C. The authors of [24] performed uniaxial compression
tests on granite to assess the impact of high temperatures on the crack damage and strength.
They revealed that the crack damage threshold, strength, and static elastic modulus of
granite increased at 300 ◦C before decreasing up to the max temperature of 800 ◦C.

Although the thermal damage of some rocks has been thoroughly explored, such
as granite, marble, mudstone, and sandstone, systematic exploration of a new rock is
crucial, and this research attempts to fill that gap. Hence, due to its rare experimental
studies, the thermal damage impact on Egyptian granodiorite’s physical and mechanical
responses has been investigated. Granodiorite specimens were thermally treated at
high temperatures up to 800 ◦C before being slowly cooled to ambient temperature.
The experimental schemes started with estimating the initial physical properties of the
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granodiorite specimens (e.g., density, size, mass measurement, and longitudinal wave).
The next step was to subject each rock specimen to thermal processing by placing them
in a high-temperature furnace with a temperature controller at the target temperatures.
Afterward, the samples were gradually cooled to room temperature in the open air. Each
rock specimen’s physical parameters were then calculated once more. X-ray diffraction
(XRD) and scanning electron microscopy (SEM) were used to illustrate the temperature-
induced mineralogical changes and related microstructure degradation. Finally, the
rock specimens were subjected to uniaxial compression examinations to examine the
effect of thermal damage on the treated granodiorite’s mechanical properties and failure
patterns. These results will contribute as reference data for developing the knowledge of
granodiorite rock thermal damage to predict and assess the stability and safety risks in
thermal construction environments. As a result, a more realistic assessment of natural
building stone thermal deterioration can be obtained.

2. Egyptian Granodiorite Rock

Granodiorites are coarse-grained igneous rocks with a grayish-white granularity and
an intermediate composition between granite and diorite, with more plagioclase feldspar
than orthoclase feldspar. Egyptian granite is divided into two types: young granite, which
is pinkish to red in appearance and varies in kind from granitic to alkali granite, and old
granite, which is dark gray and ranges from tonalite to granodiorite [57]. Due to settling in
abundance in Egypt’s eastern desert, the granodiorite stones were assembled from Egypt’s
Abo Marw region 130 km east of Aswan (Figure 1).
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As a typical igneous rock widely used in modern constructions such as stairwells,
hydro-engineering and bridges, road paving stones, architecture, and monuments, gra-
nodiorite’s physical and mechanical properties when exposed to high temperatures
were examined. Twenty-five cylindrical samples 55.5 mm in diameter and approxi-
mately 130 mm in length were drilled, following the standard the American Standard
Test Method (ASTM) D7012–14 [58]. Granodiorite samples were prepared from cut
blocks by the core-drilling machine. The granodiorite under study were fresh speci-
mens distinguished by a gray color, with an average dry density of 2.69 g/cm3, and
the main components included quartz, P-feldspar, K-feldspar, and biotite. Before
testing, the samples were dried at 105 ◦C in the oven for at least 24 h to remove all
moisture content.

3. Methods
3.1. Heat Treatment Process

Thermal treatments were performed on the granodiorite samples in a Nabertherm
B410 electric furnace, with a maximum heating temperature of 1300 ◦C and a temperature
control precision of ±3 ◦C (Figure 2b). A modest heating rate of 5 ◦C/min was applied
to minimize any potential thermal shock inside the specimens caused by the rapid
temperature gradient [22,31,34]. Furthermore, the samples were maintained in the oven
for 2 h after reaching the desired temperature to preserve the temperature uniformity
within the specimens. The thermal effects on granodiorite were examined at five discrete
spot temperatures: 200 ◦C, 400 ◦C, 500 ◦C, 600 ◦C, and 800 ◦C. Finally, the specimens
were then gently cooled to room temperature in “the open air”. To determine the thermal
loss rate of granodiorite throughout the cooling process following the thermal treatments
at the target temperatures, the cooling rate and time required to reach room temperature
for the air-cooled samples were monitored by a stopwatch and a contact thermometer
(Figure 2c).
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(b) Nabertherm electric furnace, (c) a contact thermometer, (d) uniaxial compression test machine,
(e) the SEM apparatus, and (f) the XRD unit.
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3.2. Mass, Volume, and Density Determination

Physical parameters such as the mass losses, volume expansion, and density reduc-
tion can quantify the extent of thermal damage induced in rock specimens after thermal
treatment [50]. Hence, before and after heat treatment, the physical features of the stud-
ied granodiorite specimens were calculated. The samples were divided into 5 groups
of “4 each”. Any test performed at least three times before the average value could be
declared acceptable.

In this study, the mass loss rate ηm, volume growth rate ηV, and density decrease rate
ηρ were described as follows and as indicated in Equation (1):

ηm = (m1 − m2)/m1 ∗ 100%, ηV = (V2 − V1)/V1 ∗ 100%, ηρ = (ρ1 − ρ1)/ρ1 ∗ 100% (1)

where m1, V1, and ρ1 are the primary rock specimen’s mass, volume, and density,
respectively, and m2, V2, and ρ2 are the treated rock specimen’s mass, volume, and
density, respectively.

3.3. UPV Measurements

The microstructural degradation of granodiorite caused by temperature was investi-
gated using P-wave velocity calculations before and after thermal treatment. The elastic
characteristics of rocks influence the dispersion of seismic waves by their mineralogy,
texture, porosity, and cementation. As a result, knowing the size of the seismic waves in
thermally treated rocks is crucial for their description [16]. Therefore, thermally induced
microcrack degradation may be evaluated by equating the P-wave velocities before and
after heat treatment. Hence, to measure the P-wave velocity along the specimen’s long
axis, an ultrasonic pulse generation and acquisition system was employed in this study
(Pundit PL-2 device (Figure 2a) with 2 54-kHz point-source transmitter-receivers). Vase-
line was used to keep the transducers and specimen contacts together to ensure optimal
energy transfer. Only samples with P-wave velocities that were comparable were selected.
The measurements were performed five times for each specimen while following ASTM
test designations (D2845), with the average P-wave velocity value chosen as the P-wave
velocity value.

3.4. Mechanical Tests

Using a compression machine (CONTROLS) with a loading capacity of 200 T, a set of
uniaxial compressive strength tests was executed on the thermally treated samples under
uniaxial circumstances following ASTM D7012–14 specifications. The loading rate of the
machine was reduced to a constant displacement rate of 0.05 mm per minute (Figure 2d).
The stress–strain curve during axial compression was computed using the software AD-
VANTEST9, and the load was steadily grown at a constant pace until the sample failed in
minutes. Two strain gauges and Linear Variable Differential Transducers (LVDTs) were
used to measure the specimen’s axial and lateral deformation by strain meters during
loading using a data collection system.

3.5. XRD and SEM Investigations

A scanning electron microscopy (SEM) examination evaluated the microcracks gener-
ated during the heating and cooling treatments. Thin sections of granodiorite specimens
subjected to various treatments were employed to examine the growth of inter-granular
and intra-granular cracks in the rock matrix. An FEI Quanta INSPECT-S device (Figure 2e)
was employed in the SEM investigation to observe the granodiorite microstructure follow-
ing thermal treatments, with magnifications ranging from 400 to 6000×. Using a Bruker
D8 Advance X-ray diffractometer (Figure 2f), the mineral compositions of the powdered
granodiorite samples were investigated from a starting position (2θ) of 5◦ to an end position
(2θ) of 89.9◦ with a step size of 0.06◦. The primary granodiorite content was determined by
the diffraction data as follows: quartz (31%), plagioclase (39%), and K-feldspar (28%).
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4. Results and Analysis
4.1. Thermal Loss of Granodiorite

In agreement with [59,60], the cooling rate for the specimens that cooled in the air
was rapid at first due to the significant thermal loss, as seen in Figure 3, and the reduction
had an exponential trend until the specimen approached room temperature. The cooling
rates were 2.3, 3.1, 4, and 5.35 ◦C/min for 200, 400, 600, and 800 ◦C, respectively. The
interesting point is that the air-cooled samples at 600 ◦C took a longer time to cool than
those cooled at 800 ◦C, owing to surface microcracks that formed within and on the surface
of the granodiorite specimens at 800 ◦C.
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Figure 3. Cooling curves of the air-cooled samples at the target temperatures: 200, 400, 600, and
800 ◦C.

4.2. Temperature Effects on Mass, Volume, and Density

Figure 4 represents the variations in the mass loss ratio, volume growth rate, and
density reduction ratio of the rock specimens exposed to thermal treatment. There are clear
trends: the granodiorite’s mass loss, volume expansion, and density decrease rates steadily
increased as the temperatures rose. The mass loss of the granodiorite is predominantly
due to the evaporation of various types of water [61]. Therefore, because of the low water
content, the amount at which the granodiorite mass diminished with a temperature up to
400 ◦C was modest, as seen in Figure 4. For example, it extended to 0.09% and 0.14% at 200
and 400 ◦C, respectively (Table 1). In contrast, the volume expansion of the granodiorite
had a meaningful value at this range of temperatures, reaching 1.6% at 400 ◦C.

Furthermore, there were similar values between the volume growth and density
reduction rates, confirming its effectiveness in reducing the density. The mass loss, volume
growth, and density reduction rates increased significantly over 400 ◦C, and the mass loss
readings nearly doubled (0.31%), while the volume and density rates nearly tripled (5%)
at 600 ◦C. As a result, this phase represents a mutation range for the deterioration of the
parameters under investigation. At 800 ◦ C, granodiorite’s significant thermal degradation
resulted in large reductions in the mass, volume, and density rates of 0.64%, 18.4%, and
16%, respectively.
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Table 1. Measured values of granodiorite physical parameters at various temperatures, where ηm is
the mass loss rate, ηV is the volume growth rate, ηρ is the density decrease rate, Vp is the P-wave
velocity, Vp% is the P-wave loss ratio, and D. F (Vp) is the damage factor for the P-wave velocity.

Temperature
(◦C)

ηm
(%)

ηV
(%)

ηp
(%)

Vp
(m/s)

Vp
(%)

D. F (Vp)
(%)

25 0 0 0

5620

0 0

5645

5518

5634

5593

200

0.10 0.69 0.75 4415 22.55 0.40

0.10 1.23 1.30 4420 20.73 0.37

0.06 0.37 0.46 4461 19.33 0.35

0.09 0.61 0.69 4519 20.74 0.37

400

0.13 1.58 1.68 3404 38.59 0.62

0.13 1.57 1.67 3480 38.51 0.62

0.15 1.61 1.72 3231 42.74 0.67

0.14 1.73 1.85 3243 41.35 0.66

600

0.25 4.64 4.79 840 85.24 0.98

0.31 6.12 6.01 888 84.60 0.98

0.38 4.76 4.84 783 86.44 0.98

0.28 4.51 4.58 795 86.26 0.98

800

0.50 18.49 16.03 . . . . . . 1.00

0.77 17.81 15.77 . . . . . . 1.00

0.64 18.97 16.49 . . . . . . 1.00
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4.3. Ultrasonic Velocity

Figure 5 demonstrates that as the temperature rose, the P-wave velocity of the gra-
nodiorite exhibited a thoroughly negative trend [62], diminishing when the temperature
increased. There are three phases to the longitudinal velocity vs. temperature curve: up to
400 ◦C, 400–600 ◦C, and above 600 ◦C (Figure 5a,b). The Vp decreased markedly between
the ambient temperature and 400 ◦C. For example, Vp diminished from 5606 m/s at room
temperature to 4454 (with a 21% loss ratio) and 3340 (40% loss ratio (Table 1)) at 200 and
400 ◦C, respectively. The number of microcracks generated increased as the thermal treat-
ment temperatures went up. As a response, the P-wave velocity dropped, since sonic waves
travel slower in the air than in rock. Hence, 400 ◦C was considered the threshold point of
the P-wave velocity measurements. It is noticeable that the P-wave reduced significantly
after 400 ◦C, mainly between 400 to 600 ◦C, where the reduction rate was the sharpest
(Figure 5b). Therefore, the average P-wave measurements at 600 ◦C were 826 m/s, with an
86% decrease ratio. Furthermore, the severity of the thermal cracks made measuring the
longitudinal wave velocities impossible beyond 600 ◦C (predicted 0 m/s at 800 ◦C).
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4.4. Temperature Effects on Mechanical Properties
4.4.1. Uniaxial Compressive Strength (UCS)

The compressive strength of granodiorite was investigated from the ambient temper-
ature to 800 ◦C (Figure 6). Heat treatment can enhance rock strength by causing plastic
expansions of minerals and strengthening friction among the mineral particles within a
specified temperature range [50,51]. As a result, up to 400 ◦C, the granodiorite demon-
strated a slowly rising trend, with the temperature and peak stress increasing by 5.74 MPa
from 62.7 MPa to 68.44 MPa at 200 ◦C and 7.8 MPa at 400 ◦C, respectively. The principal
motivation is that the granodiorite’s granules slide less, owing to water evaporation and
thus the presence of dry air within it. Furthermore, due to the thermal expansion of the
interior mineral components, the initial cracks were also filled. Accordingly, microcracks
were less frequent, and densification was better [63]. Therefore, the temperatures signifi-
cantly impacted the granodiorite peak strength, which increased as the temperature was
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less than 400 ◦C. When the temperature exceeded 400 ◦C, the related impact of thermal
stress and applied uniaxial compression caused a significant creation of new microcracks
to form, leading the granodiorite specimen to disintegrate. Consequently, the granodiorite
compressive strength dropped dramatically from 70.2 MPa to 20.12 MPa at temperatures
between 400 ◦C and 600 ◦C, a loss of 71%.
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Moreover, between 400 ◦C and 600 ◦C, the quartz alpha-beta transition occurred at
about 573 ◦C, resulting in a further steep drop. This suggests that 400 ◦C is the critical
temperature for granodiorite microstructural and UCS modification. The peak stress
distinctly reduced to 2.5 MPa at 800 ◦C (Table 2) due to various minerals starting to
disintegrate and forming new microcracks, resulting in extensive macro-structural damage
in the granodiorite.

4.4.2. Elastic Modulus (E)

Based on the empirical data for the granodiorite samples after thermal treatment,
as illustrated in Figure 7, the elastic modulus reached its peak of 48.2 GPa at ambient
temperature. From 25 ◦C to 400 ◦C, the elastic modulus of the granodiorite dropped by
41%. Thus, the governing causes in this stage were crystal and structural water evapora-
tion, crack formation, and compressive deformation. Between 400 and 600 ◦C, the elastic
modulus declined by 88% from 28.5 GPa to 5.6 GPa. These higher temperature ranges
impaired the cohesiveness of the mineral grains, leading to thermal softening and causing
microstructural degradation across the rock, ending in a notable decline in the elastic mod-
ulus. The E measurements were impossible after 600 ◦C because of severe degradation in
the granodiorite specimens, as evidenced by the lower values of its UCS at this temperature
range (Table 2).
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4.4.3. Stress–Strain Curves

Figure 8 shows the axial stress–strain curves by the LVDTs for the granodiorite speci-
mens following various thermal treatments. As verified, the temperatures had a significant
effect on the strength and deformation attributes of the granodiorite. Hence, the gran-
odiorite’s axial stress–strain curves revealed a nonlinear deformation at first, which was
induced by the closing of pre-existing microcracks. Furthermore, the temperature treat-
ments impacted this phase (i.e., when the temperature rose, the stage of the first nonlinear
deformation became more apparent). The increased number of thermal cracks caused
by higher temperatures was most likely responsible. The linear regions dominated the
stress–strain curves following the microcrack closure stage during the elastic deformation
phase. With increasing axial stress, the stress–strain curves of the granodiorite began to
deviate from the linear characteristics, indicating specimen yielding. The specimens then
attained peak strength and started the post-peak deformation period.

As demonstrated in Figure 8, as the temperature rose, the brittleness diminished, and
the ductility increased. The axial stress–axial strain curves of the granodiorite at lower
temperatures (25–400 ◦C) exhibit apparent brittleness following the peak strength. The
stress–strain curves were comparable under compression loading until the elastic defor-
mation. In this zone, the stress–strain response was linear, with a rise in axial stiffness. In
contrast, at higher temperatures (500 and 600 ◦C), the post-peak response of the granodior-
ite was more ductile, which was connected to the concentration of thermal cracks inside
the specimens. Hence, after the elastic stage, visible plastic deformation occurred, during
which the plastic characteristics of the granodiorite increased and the brittle properties
diminished with the increasing temperature. Consequently, it has been revealed that as
the temperature went up, the failure behavior shifted from a brittle to ductile shear zone.
Additionally, on the granodiorite stress–strain curves, there are several stress mutations
points due to the interconnection and nucleation of microcracks during the loading process,
which is commonly described as an indicator for local failures [64].
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4.4.4. Failure Modes

Visual assessment for the post-failure samples revealed valuable information regarding
the behavior of the tested rock samples at various temperatures. Various failure mechanisms
involve inherent mechanical features such as the quantity of energy liberated throughout
the failure and microstructural modifications during deformation. As a result, knowing
the rock failure mechanisms at various temperatures is critical in anticipating failure
mechanisms at different temperatures [4]. The failure modes after the compression stress of
the thermally heated granodiorite specimens at various temperatures were compared and
investigated. The failure mechanisms of the preheated granodiorite samples at 200, 400,
600, and 800 ◦C are shown in Figure 9a–d, respectively. It appears that as the temperature
increased, the axial splitting failure mode at 200, 400 ◦C (Figure 9a,b) transformed to a
shear failure mode at 600 ◦C (Figure 9c) due to the concentration of thermal cracks in the
samples, in agreement with the stress–strain curves (Figure 8). The failure mode of the
granodiorite was very complex at 800 ◦C, and many samples failed before the UCS tests, as
shown in Figure 9d, due to the sharp degradation in the specimens.

Sustainability 2022, 14, x FOR PEER REVIEW 13 of 23 
 

 

stress of the thermally heated granodiorite specimens at various temperatures were com-
pared and investigated. The failure mechanisms of the preheated granodiorite samples at 
200, 400, 600, and 800 °C are shown in Figure 9a–d, respectively. It appears that as the 
temperature increased, the axial splitting failure mode at 200, 400 °C (Figure 9a,b) trans-
formed to a shear failure mode at 600 °C (Figure 9c) due to the concentration of thermal 
cracks in the samples, in agreement with the stress–strain curves (Figure 8). The failure 
mode of the granodiorite was very complex at 800 °C, and many samples failed before the 
UCS tests, as shown in Figure 9d, due to the sharp degradation in the specimens. 

 
Figure 9. Failure modes of granodiorite samples at various thermal treatments: (a) 200 °C, (b) 400 
°C, (c) 600 °C, and (d) 800 °C. 

4.5. Microstructural Evaluation 
After being exposed to different temperatures (200, 400, 600, and 800 °C), SEM inves-

tigations were performed on the granodiorite specimens to assess any microstructural al-
terations, as shown in Figure 10. At 200 °C, the granodiorite specimens maintained their 
integrity (Figure 10a), with the mineral grains tightly linked and hairline cracks visible. 
When the temperature approached 400 °C, the granodiorite structure was subjected to 
significant thermal stresses due to different thermal expansions and water escaping. 
Therefore, the granodiorite’s microstructure deteriorated as the temperature increased, 

Figure 9. Failure modes of granodiorite samples at various thermal treatments: (a) 200 ◦C, (b) 400 ◦C,
(c) 600 ◦C, and (d) 800 ◦C.



Sustainability 2022, 14, 4632 13 of 22

4.5. Microstructural Evaluation

After being exposed to different temperatures (200, 400, 600, and 800 ◦C), SEM in-
vestigations were performed on the granodiorite specimens to assess any microstructural
alterations, as shown in Figure 10. At 200 ◦C, the granodiorite specimens maintained
their integrity (Figure 10a), with the mineral grains tightly linked and hairline cracks visi-
ble. When the temperature approached 400 ◦C, the granodiorite structure was subjected
to significant thermal stresses due to different thermal expansions and water escaping.
Therefore, the granodiorite’s microstructure deteriorated as the temperature increased, and
pores and intergranular cracks appeared, along with the emergence of intragranular cracks
(Figure 10b). Due to the significant destruction of the microstructure, the cracks expanded
considerably in width and length at 600 ◦ C, and their frequency increased dramatically, as
illustrated in Figure 10c. For the 800 ◦C specimens, the sample integrity crashed, and many
thermal microcracks joined and coalesced, leading to substantially larger macroscopic crack
densities and lengths compared with the specimens at 600 ◦C (Figure 10d).
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5. Discussion

In this article, the thermal damage of several physical and mechanical characteristics
following thermal treatments of Egyptian granodiorite were investigated, assessed, and
compared with some previously published research, and all parameters that were mea-
sured mirrored this impact. Furthermore, regarding the responses at temperatures above
400 ◦C, the thermochemical processes dramatically promoted fracture damage creation and
propagation, suggesting a potential trend.
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5.1. Physical Responses as a Function of Temperature

Physical characteristics like the density, for example, are a reliable indicator for mea-
suring the degree of damage produced in rock samples following thermal treatment [50].
When rock is heated, it undergoes several modifications; the size, shape, and mass of the
sample change, leading to a shift in the volume and bulk density of the specimen. Hence,
the density can be evaluated by comparing the volume and mass of the granodiorite sam-
ples before and after thermal treatment. The weight loss of granodiorite is mostly motivated
by the evaporation of various kinds of water during heat treatment. Because granodiorite
has a low water level in this temperature range, changes in the rate of mass decline were
negligible at temperatures up to 400 ◦C. Hence, the losses in weight were restricted to the
vaporization of interlayer water and bound water [61]. Beyond 400 ◦C, the mass loss rate
rose considerably, suggesting that the granodiorite specimens’ interior minerals suffered
severe physical and chemical changes (Figure 4). In this mutation range, the crystalline
water quantities decreased due to mineral dehydration, and the structural water contents
declined due to dehydroxylation. Furthermore, decomposition of the opaque minerals and
quartz, as well as feldspar phase shifts and recrystallization of the minerals distinguished
these zones. At 600–800 ◦C, the mass loss rates were the greatest (Table 1), reflecting those
chemical reactions which were the most pronounced [19].

On the other hand, the quartz transition is a common attribute in the volume expansion
curve. It affects the granodiorite’s thermal expansion slope, since it is a quartz-feldspar rock
rich in silica. Consequently, between 25 and 400 ◦C, there was no substantial volumetric
growth in the granodiorite samples, and the volume expansion was lineal and primarily
attributable to the mineral extension [65]. Nevertheless, with the continuous development
of minerals for temperatures above 400 ◦C, the volume expansion ratio of the rock samples
accelerated dramatically, and the minerals’ boundaries cracked. Therefore, there was a
nonlinear volumetric increase (Figure 4). As a result, the volume expansion rate rose
sharply at 600 ◦C due to the quartz suffering a transition of an α-quartz to β-quartz phase
at around 570 ◦C, and transgranular cracks evolved quickly at this stage and extended
in volume; hence, the volumes expanded considerably. Consequently, between 400 and
600 ◦C, the physical parameters shifted from a stable to an unstable state in this mutation
range. Because of the severe thermal damage to the granodiorite, the peak that reflected the
volumetric expansion occurred between 600 and 800 ◦C. Correspondingly, the combined
impact of the mass and volume shifts influenced the density levels. Accordingly, the density
levels were altered by the combined impact of the mass and volume variations. However,
the observed density drop rate corresponded to the increase in the volume growth rates,
implying that the volume expansion had a greater effect on the density than the mass losses,
as shown in Figure 4. Thus, up to 600 ◦C, the volume growth rate and density decline
ratio had approximately similar values. When over 600 ◦C, the density reduction ratio was
influenced by high rates for the mass losses and volume rise ratios, resulting in a significant
increase in the density drop rate.

Vp was affected by the type of rock, grain size and shape, density, porosity, water
content, clay concentration, and temperature, among other factors [66]. Hence, the longitu-
dinal wave velocity dropped as the temperature rose, implying that the sonic wave energy
values were progressively reflected and absorbed into the granodiorite specimens, as seen
in Table 1. Up to 400 ◦C, the water loss and volume expansion were accelerated by the
thermal treatment, which grew the porosity of the granodiorite. Hence, the longitudinal
wave’s energy levels were consumed, resulting in a gradual reduction in the wave velocity.
Between 400 and 600 ◦C, more water escaped, boundary cracks developed, and the minerals
underwent significant chemical and physical changes. Furthermore, the crystals suffered
transgranular cracks, severely forcing the wave velocity to fall. The longitudinal wave’s
loss ratio was extremely high in this phase, and Vp was very low, suggesting that the cracks
absorbed the bulk of the longitudinal wave’s energy (Figure 5). Thus, the mutation point
of longitudinal wave absorption began after the 400 ◦C limits. The impacts of high tem-
peratures were more pronounced at 800 ◦C, and the transgranular cracks widened quickly.



Sustainability 2022, 14, 4632 15 of 22

In addition, the inner structures of the granodiorite specimens were destroyed, leading
to the absorption of the whole longitudinal wave and barring them from penetrating the
rock specimens.

Microscopically, thermal fractures in crystalline rocks are usually caused by two
main mechanisms: (1) a mismatch in the thermal expansion coefficients between different
mineral granules (causing intergranular cracks) and (2) anisotropy of thermal expansion
within single minerals (causing intragranular cracks) [67,68]. The heat treatment alters
the microstructures of the rocks, allowing microcracks to emerge and propagate. As seen
in Figure 10, the quantity and breadth of microcracks inside the granodiorite specimens
increased dramatically as the temperature rose. Accordingly, the matrix’s compaction
and integrity were significantly thermally damaged. Due to the various minerals with
different thermal properties in granodiorite, thermal expansion mismatches form be-
tween particles, causing unequal thermal stresses, which exacerbate and expand the
microcracks. The more substantial thermal expansion occurs as the temperature rises.
As a result, intragranular and transgranular microcracks emerge one after the other,
and the initial microcracks tend to extend along the weak areas to become larger [69].
Thus, granodiorite underwent relatively minimal chemical and structural changes at
lower temperatures, which created small expansion of the pre-existing microcracks
and new cracks (Figure 10a). The intergranular cracks grew, and the transgranular
cracks formed when the temperature rose to 400 ◦C (Figure 10b) due to bound water
loss, dihydroxylation in the absence of constitutional water, and solid mineral growth.
Hence, thermally generated cracks resulted from significant thermal stresses by differ-
ential elongation of the minerals along the crystal axes as the temperature rose, which
formed when the thermal stress surpassed the maximum strength among or inside the
minerals, resulting in damage to the microstructures. For example, under atmospheric
pressure, the transition of α-quartz to β-quartz at 573 ◦C produced a linear expansion
of 0.45% of the quartz [40]. Therefore, the intragranular cracks extended because of
the intense volumetric growth of grains at 600 and 800 ◦C, and a microcrack network
was generated in the specimen as the intergranular and transgranular microcracks
coalesced (Figure 10c,d).

5.2. Mechanical Properties as a Function of Temperature

High temperatures altered the physico-chemical characteristics of the water and min-
erals in the rocks, causing changes in the density, content, structural properties and start
and spread of microcracks as well as a change in the mechanical response [70]. Hence,
rock strength, or failure stress in uniaxial compression tests, is a fundamental indicator of
thermal rock mechanical deterioration. The granodiorite strength was enhanced between 25
and 400 ◦C because of heat treatment (Figure 6), generating an axial splitting failure mode
(Figure 9). This was mainly due to plastic expansions of the minerals and strengthening fric-
tion among the mineral particles within a specified temperature range [50]. Evaporation of
moisture lowered the sliding between grains, leading to an increase in the friction between
them. This friction creates a minor resistance to deformation or mobility between the grains,
resulting in a higher UCS [10]. However, the elastic modulus decreased dramatically (41%)
in this phase (Figure 7). This was due to the dissimilar thermal expansion coefficients of
the granodiorite mineral grains, creating new microcracks in the specimens and forcing
the microcracks to close under the applied uniaxial compression [71]. As a result, the
cracks’ closure, new cracks’ formation, and irreversible microcrack growth, which were
responsible for the difference in the microstructure, produced a low elastic modulus. Fur-
thermore, the crystal and structural water of the minerals would evaporate, resulting in
expansion of the grains because of heat treatment. Hence, the dominant factors in this
phase were crystal and structural water evaporation, crack closure, new crack creation, and
compressive deformation.
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Granodiorite is composed of several minerals, each having a unique coefficient of
thermal expansion and thermo-elastic features. Hence, due to the asymmetric thermal
expansion of the mineral grains’ boundaries, the internal stresses were encouraged to
build in or between them. Moreover, dehydration, thermal decomposition, and thermal
expansion of the rocks and minerals occur at high temperatures. That leads to an increase
in cracks and pores, a reduction in density, and mineral alteration [63]. Accordingly, when
the temperature of the granodiorite samples was above 400 ◦C, the mechanical strength
and elastic modulus noticeably reduced. Thermal stress and the formation of new inter-
and transgranular microcracks generated by high-temperature treatments were attributed
to the significant decrease in the UCS (Figure 10b,c). Hence, at a temperature higher than
400 ◦C, the critical temperature of granodiorite, the mechanical characteristics deteriorated
remarkably. Biotite’s ability to react with oxygen and change the microstructure of gran-
odiorite may be the reason for this [72]. That aside, variations in the average compressive
strength and average elastic modulus of granodiorite rose significantly, which was con-
nected to the α-to-β transition of the quartz [12]. Correspondingly, this stage reflects the
onset of phase-change behaviors and mineral alterations in the lattice crystals through the
transformation from brittle to plastic. Thus, the failure mode shifted from axial splitting to
shear failure (Figure 9).

Furthermore, the stress–strain curve of granodiorite became smoother, and the com-
paction phase stretched as the temperatures rose, as seen in Figure 8, whereas the elastic
modulus declined and the brittleness of granodiorite decreased, which was consistent
with earlier research. At 800 ◦C, the effects of high temperatures were more prominent,
and inter- and transgranular cracks were created quickly, building a microcrack network.
Furthermore, the granodiorite specimens’ interior structures were shattered (Figure 10d),
resulting in a significant loss of rock strength values and problematic measurements of E
(Table 2).

5.3. Thermal Damage Evolution

Damage mechanics has lately been adopted as a novel technique for studying rock
thermodynamics in geotechnical engineering [53]. The anisotropic expansion of granodi-
orite is connected to thermal damage as a thermal stress concentration emerges between
mineral grains, causing microcracking. Once subjected to high temperatures, thermal cracks
develop inside the rock and are destroyed when the thermal stress exceeds the bonding
energy between the mineral grains [41]. The physical and mechanical characteristics of
granodiorite following exposure to high temperatures were investigated in this study. The
results indicate that the physical and mechanical features of the samples were modified
as the temperature rose. Different criteria can predict the thermal damage characteristic
of rock for the thermal damage severity. In this investigation, the thermal damage of
granodiorite was estimated by the elastic modulus and the P-wave velocity. A thermal
damage index D (T) was specified as the ratio of the parameter at the target temperature to
the parameter at room temperature, as indicated in Equations (2) and (3):

D(T) = 1 − ET/Eo (2)

D(T) = 1 − (VpT/Vpo)
2 (3)

The rock damage after heating and cooling is almost identical to the thermal cracking
mechanism [62]. Hence, changes in the rock microstructure following thermal treatment
(Figure 10) can be reflected by the rock thermal damage differences. Figure 11 depicts the
relations between temperature, D (Vp), and D (E). Both D (Vp) and D (E) of the granodiorite
subjected to thermal treatment rose with the ultimate heating temperature and followed a
similar trend. As illustrated in Figure 11, because the P-wave velocities were more sensitive
to the temperature than the elastic modulus, the D (Vp) of the granodiorite specimens was
higher than D (E) [73]. The thermal damage factor for the studied parameters reached its
maximum at 600 ◦C due to substantial heat damage in the granodiorite microstructure
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caused by the higher temperature. Hence, after 600 ◦C, because of the extreme thermal
deterioration in the granodiorite specimens, the measurements of Vp and E were impossible
at 800 ◦C.
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5.4. In Comparison to Earlier Investigations

In this part, we assessed the mechanical response of granodiorite to that of other for-
merly examined granites. However, due to the wide variety of rocks and their compositions,
origins, and so on, this research used the normalized value, reflecting the relationships be-
tween the UCS and E at the target temperature and those at room temperature (UCST/UCS0
and ET/E0). Hence, it was possible to compare the thermal damage’s effects on the gran-
odiorite characteristics with other granites. The relationships between the temperatures
and the normalized uniaxial compressive strength were obtained, as shown in Figure 12.
Aside from that, the relations between the temperatures and normalized elastic modulus
are presented in Figure 13.

Based on these findings, it is possible to deduce that the UCST/UCS0 and ET/E0 trends
with the thermal treatments of granites and granodiorite may rise, fall, or stay constant
(Figures 12 and 13) under 400 ◦C. However, these values “fell only” after this temperature,
indicating that 400 ◦C was the mutation temperature for the rocks investigated. The
mechanical features of granodiorite are substantially equivalent to granite when subjected
to temperatures up to 400 ◦C. The characteristics of granodiorite, however, were drastically
damaged after this temperature. Consequently, at the mutation range “between 400 and
600 ◦C”, there was a considerable decrease in the normalized UCS from 1.12% to 0.32% and
the normalized E from 0.59% to 0.12% (Figures 12 and 13). Accordingly, due to the ignored
value of the UCS at 800 ◦C, measurements for the elastic modulus were difficult to perform
(Table 2).
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One limitation of this work is that sensitivity analysis for model calibration must
demonstrate the impact on the results and identify the most important factors [74]. In con-
trast, the findings of this study provide insights into the physical and mechanical responses
and thermal damage of pre-heated granodiorite, which has rarely been investigated, al-
though it is widespread in modern constructions.

6. Conclusions

In this study, thermal treatments of Egyptian granodiorite samples were conducted
at temperatures of 200, 400, 500, 600, and 800 ◦C followed by air cooling to examine its
thermo-physical and mechanical responses. A scanning electron microscope was also
employed to correlate alterations in the microstructural qualities to changes in the physical
and mechanical properties. The following are the main observations:

(1) The density of the Egyptian granodiorite fell after high-temperature exposure
because of a loss in mass and a rise in volume, with the latter being the more governing
factor up to 600 ◦C. After 600 ◦C, the mass loss and volume growth rates both rose consid-
erably, resulting in massive density losses. Furthermore, the average P-wave velocity of
the granodiorite dropped approximately linearly with the temperature from 5606 m/s at
ambient temperature to 826 m/s at 600 ◦C.

(2) The UCS of the granodiorite specimens rose at first for the samples heat-treated
up to 400 ◦C due to thermal hardening but then fell linearly between 400 ◦C and 800 ◦C.
On the other hand, the Young’s modulus had a declining trend when the heat treatment
temperature rose. Furthermore, due to the interactions and coalescences of the boundary
and transgranular cracks, the UCS dropped extensively at 800 ◦C, explaining the impossible
measurement of E.

(3) The temperature affected the failure modes of granodiorite, and two main failure
modes may be summarized: the axial splitting mode, which happened at temperatures be-
low 400 ◦C, and the shear mode, which occurred at temperatures over 400 ◦C. Furthermore,
the granodiorite sample failed more severely, the brittle-ductile transition phase occurred,
and the fracture surface became rougher after 400 ◦C.

(4) When subjected to high temperatures up to 400 ◦C, the thermal damage for the
physical and mechanical responses of granodiorite were nearly identical to granite, accord-
ing to an exhaustive analysis of granite behavior in some of the former literature and a
comparison with granodiorite. However, after this temperature range, the properties of
granodiorite were severely degraded.

(5) The temperature threshold of Egyptian granodiorite is 400 ◦C. This was connected
to a substantial drop in density and a P-wave velocity as well as the evolution of the
trans-granular cracks detected via SEM, which led to a significant loss in the UCS and
E. Consequently, the physical and mechanical responses transitioned from a stable to an
unstable state in the mutation range (between 400 and 600 ◦C). As a result, this temperature
must be considered when using granodiorite in thermal applications.

7. Recommendation

Future research may incorporate the sensitivity analysis technique to demonstrate
uncertainties in variable inputs like the density, P-wave velocity, UCS, and so on, and their
impact on the expected output to identify the most influential factors. Hence, this technique
can be involved in the high-complexity modeling process and then overcome.
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