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Abstract

Waste valorization in construction materials offers a promising pathway to reducing envi-
ronmental burdens while promoting circular resource strategies in the built environment.
This study develops a novel composite mortar formulated with sustainable materials and
alternative aggregates, namely polyethylene terephthalate (PET) particles recovered from
post-consumer plastic waste and bottom ash from thermal power generation. Natural
pumice was incorporated to improve the lightness and the thermal insulation, with cement
serving as the binder. The mix design was systematically optimized using the Taguchi
method to enhance performance while minimizing carbon emissions. The resulting mortar,
produced at both laboratory and small-scale commercial levels, demonstrated favorable
technical properties: dry density of 1.3 g/cm3, compressive strength of 5.96 MPa, thermal
conductivity of 0.27 W/(m*K), and water absorption of 16.1%. After exposure to 600 °C,
it retained 60.6% of its strength and exhibited only a 10.1% mass loss. These findings
suggest its suitability for non-load-bearing urban components where sustainability, thermal
resistance, and durability are essential. The study contributes to global sustainability goals,
particularly Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 11, 12, and 13, by illustrating how waste
valorization can foster resilient construction while reducing the environmental footprint
of cities.

Keywords: composite materials; sustainable development goal; sustainable materials;
Taguchi method; waste valorisation

1. Introduction

Improper disposal of untreated waste causes environmental pollution, land degra-
dation, and health risks [1-3]. Replacing natural aggregates with waste-based materials
supports sustainability and resource efficiency [4-6]. Concrete, the most consumed build-
ing material after water, consists of about 70% aggregates by volume [7,8], making waste
incorporation an environmental necessity.

Recycling waste as aggregate or binder in cement composites is an energy-efficient
method [9]. Cement-based composites are popular due to cost-effectiveness, ease of shap-
ing, and architectural adaptability [5]. The growing use of alternative materials in construc-
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tion reduces cement consumption, improving waste management and lowering carbon and
water footprints.

New energy efficiency standards aim to cut energy use and carbon dioxide (CO,)
emissions from buildings nearly to zero [10]. The cement industry accounts for 25% of
industrial CO, emissions and 7-8% of global emissions. Global monitoring and regulations
target emission reductions [11]. Thus, efforts focus on creating building materials that
use less cement—a major CO, source—and incorporate waste to save natural resources
and energy.

Waste additives enhance mechanical properties, reduce costs, and decrease CO,
emissions [12]. High density of conventional concrete has led to an increased demand
for lightweight waste aggregates [13]. Since 2013, research on bottom ash, fly ash, and PET
waste as aggregates has surged.

Plastic waste production for cementitious materials is rising steadily, with projections
exceeding 20 million megatons of resin by 2050 [14]. Since the 1950s, plastic accumulation
across land and oceans has caused blockages, soil contamination, and air pollution due to
its non-biodegradability, leading to a global crisis [15,16].

Plastic is an underused resource with potential for valuable transformations [17]. De-
spite regional differences in accumulation [18], plastic consumption continues to grow,
especially in developing countries, with about 60% turning into waste [19]. Without inter-
vention, landfills may hold around 1 billion tons of plastic waste by 2050 [16]. Currently,
only about 25% of plastic is recycled, while the rest is landfilled or openly burned, contribut-
ing to pollution [18,20]. Inefficient recycling technologies strain ecosystems [21]. Thus,
recycling remains a key strategy to reduce plastic waste and its environmental impact [22].

Plastic waste remains a major environmental concern due to its persistence in
nature [23]. Using recycled plastic as aggregate can save about 820 million tons of sand
annually5% of global demand [24]. Properly designed mixtures maintain structural
integrity [25]. In addition, PET inclusion improves acid resistance, reduces weight, and
decreases fine aggregate demand [26]. Adding 1% PET raises compressive strength by 58%
and flexural strength by over 23%, whereas 1-3% PET may produce varied effects [27,28],
though excessive amounts may reduce performance [16]. Approximately 70 million tonnes
of PET are produced yearly, making up 12% of global solid waste [29,30]. This study
proposes combining PET waste with thermal power plant bottom ash to produce structural
concrete blocks.

Coal-fired power plants generate large waste volumes, posing environmental chal-
lenges. Coal accounts for 30% of global primary energy and 41% of electricity, with expected
growth in electricity generation over 50% by 2030 [31]. Combustion produces ash, often
dumped in landfills or water bodies [32]. Fly ash and bottom ash form 15% of total global
ash [33]. When used in cementitious materials, they provide environmental and economic
benefits [34,35]. Bottom ash shares geological traits with natural sand and is a cost-effective
alternative in briquette and mortar production [32,36]. Bakoshi et al. [37] showed that
increasing the proportion of fine aggregates replaced by bottom ash improves both the
compressive and tensile strength of concrete. However, while concrete produced with bot-
tom ash exhibited lower freeze—-thaw resistance than reference concrete, it showed superior
abrasion resistance [37,38]. Additionally, construction materials produced with bottom ash
have been observed to be fire-resistant [39]. Substituting up to 40% of sand with bottom
ash has minimal impact on mortar strength [2]. Coal waste-based blocks may provide net
environmental benefits [40].

Natural aggregates like pumice also contribute positively, reducing concrete weight
by 17% and improving freeze-thaw resistance [41]. According to Web of Science studies,
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the Taguchi method is widely used to optimize waste-based mortars, efficiently balancing
cost and performance.

Recent studies emphasize the increasing interest in sustainable cement-based com-
posites with waste or alternative cementitious materials to reduce environmental impact.
For example, Jjaz et al. [42] provide a comprehensive review of limestone calcined clay
cement (LC3), exploring how pozzolanic additives influence hydration mechanisms, me-
chanical behavior, high-temperature durability, and environmental benefits in both lifecycle
and micro-macro scales. Likewise, research on extrusion-based 3D concrete printing has
shown that incorporating cellulosic materials, supplementary cementitious materials, and
waste aggregates can significantly impact workability, thermal insulation, and long-term
performance [43]. These findings support the rationale for investigating waste PET, bottom
ash, and pumice combinations in this study, especially in terms of balancing lightweight
and thermal performance with mechanical strength and durability.

This study explores using PET and bottom ash as alternative construction materials
to reduce cement use and CO, emissions. Nine composite mortar mixtures were opti-
mized via Taguchi design and tested for mechanical, physical, thermal, and environmental
properties, aiming to produce sustainable, cost-effective structural blocks comparable to
traditional materials.

2. Materials and Methods

As shown in Figure 1, acidic pumice (Isparta), bottom ash from a thermal power plant
(Kiitahya), and PET waste (<4 mm, Istanbul) were used for composite optimization in this
study. The particle size distribution of PET waste was determined by sieve analysis, and the
results are presented in Table 1. Most of the PET particles were in the 2-8 mm range, and
the calculated average particle size was approximately 34 mm. This grading is considered
important since particle size can influence both porosity and strength of the composite.

CEM 142.5 R cement (TS EN 197-1:2002) [44], from local Portland cement supplier, was
used as the binder, and tap water from Antalya was used for mixing. Table 2 presents the
chemical compositions of the bottom ash and cement. The bottom ash contained Reactive
CaO (9.51%) and Reactive SiO, (22.46%), which can participate in secondary hydration and
pozzolanic reactions with cement. Reactive CaO contributes to the formation of additional
calcium silicate hydrate (C-S-H), while Reactive S5iO, reacts with Ca(OH), released during
cement hydration, further enhancing the pozzolanic activity. These reactions densify the
microstructure, reduce porosity, and improve long-term durability [45-47]. This chemical

composition was one of the key reasons for selecting bottom ash in this study.

Figure 1. The materials used in the study, from right to left, are pumice, bottom ash, and PET.
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Table 1. Particle size distribution of PET particles.

Sieve Size (mm) Retained (%) Passing (%)
16.0 0.40 100
8.0 14.3 85.7
4.0 459 39.7
2.0 59.4 40.3
1.0 35.1 5.23
0.5 5.00 0.24
0.25 0.24 0.00
Pan 0.00 0.00
Total 100 100

Table 2. Chemical composition of cement and bottom ash utilized in the study.

Materials
Chemical Composition
Cement (%) Bottom Ash (%)

SiO, 20.5 48.6

Al,O5 4.65 16.1

Fe203 3.40 5.82

MgO 2.03 2.82

Na,O - 0.49

CaO 68.7 16.9

P05 0.08 2.28

SO3 2.20 2.02

Loss on Ignition (LOI) - 0.87
Reactive CaO - 9.51
Reactive S5i0O, 25.7 22.5
Free CaO - <0.01
Chloride (CI7) 0.02 0.01

The specific gravities were 3.11 for cement, about 0.9 for bottom ash, and 0.7 g/cm?
for pumice. The water absorption rates were measured as 38.17% for bottom ash and
24.77% for pumice. Before proceeding with the experimental studies, the granulometry of
the materials was determined to facilitate the Taguchi design process. A granulometric
curve graph was created, as shown in Figure 2. In this figure, the y-axis represents the
total percentage passing (%) and the x-axis represents the sieve size (mm). The curves
correspond to different particle size distribution models: “Upper” and “Lower” indicate
the boundary limits of grading, “Middle” represents the average grading line, “Fuller”
refers to the theoretical Fuller curve, and “Mixture” shows the particle distribution of the
prepared mix. These curves were used to evaluate the compatibility of the experimental
mixture with standard grading ranges.

The Taguchi Design Method (TDM) was used to optimize mortar mixes incorporating
waste, aiming to meet standard performance criteria. Experimental variables and perfor-
mance metrics were evaluated within this framework. The selected parameters and their
levels are shown in Table 3.

Using the levels in Table 3, an L9 Taguchi orthogonal array was formed with
three parameters—cement content, pumice/bottom ash ratio, and PET percentage—each at
three levels. The control factors and levels used in the Taguchi L9 design were determined
based on both literature review and preliminary trials carried out in this study. Cement con-
tents of 250, 275, and 300 kg/m3 were selected, as this range reflects the values commonly
used in lightweight, non-load-bearing construction materials. Below 250 kg/m?, the binder
content becomes insufficient and durability decreases, while values above 300 kg/ m3
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raise cost and carbon emissions without a proportional improvement in performance.
Pumice/bottom ash ratios of 30/70, 40/60, and 50/50 were chosen to examine the balance
between pumice, which improves lightness and thermal insulation, and bottom ash, which
enhances density and contributes to pozzolanic activity. Previous studies have shown
that the fineness of bottom ash strongly affects both water absorption and strength de-
velopment [48]. For this reason, the bottom ash content was not taken beyond 70%. The
intermediate levels were included to observe how changes in the balance between the two
aggregates influence overall behavior. PET contents of 4%, 7%, and 10% were set according
to both the literature and our preliminary observations. Previous studies reported that PET
additions above 10% often lead to severe reductions in strength and workability, or even
material disintegration at high temperatures [49,50]. In contrast, very low PET contents
(1-3%) showed positive effects on strength but are less representative for structural-scale
applications [27,51]. Therefore, the intermediate levels of 4%, 7%, and 10% were selected
to balance practical feasibility, mechanical performance, and thermal insulation potential,
while remaining within the limits recommended in the literature [52]. In summary, the
selected ranges are consistent with both previous studies and our own preliminary tests,
and they represent practical parameter levels that balance strength, lightness, and thermal
insulation. The details of the control factors and their levels are given in Table 3.
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Figure 2. Granulometry curve of materials before Taguchi.

Table 3. Parameters and levels used in the Taguchi design.

Levels
Parameters
Cement (kg/m?3) 250 275 300
Pumice/Bottom
Ash (% by volume) 30/70 40/60 50/50
PET (% by binder 4 ; "
weight)

Nine mortar mixes with varying material proportions were prepared to develop waste-
based building blocks. The experimental plan is shown in Table 4. The Taguchi method
guided the optimization of these mixtures based on the chosen parameters.
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Table 4. Selected L9 (33) experimental design plan.

Types Cement (kg/m?3) Punx:;:l/](S()z ’;tom PET (%)
1 250 30/70 4
2 250 40/60 7
3 250 50/50 10
4 275 30/70 7
5 275 40/60 10
6 275 50/50 4
7 300 30/70 10
8 300 40/60 4
9 300 50/50 7

A specially designed block press machine (Figure 3) was developed to simulate pilot-
scale industrial production and was used for all specimen fabrication. The device consists
of lower and upper molds, a feed tray, a pressing mechanism, and an electrical control unit.
Both the upper and lower molds are equipped with electric motors that provide vibration
during compaction. The system applies to a theoretical load of approximately 20 kg and
produces a maximum vibration force of 1.96 kN.

Figure 3. Photograph of the building block compression machine.

For each of the nine Taguchi-designed mixtures, raw materials (cement, pumice,
bottom ash, and PET) were first pre-dried under natural outdoor conditions and sieved
before use. The mix proportions were weighed according to the design formulations, and
materials were added sequentially from finer to coarser fractions. PET particles were
introduced at the designated percentages, followed by the gradual addition of water while
continuously mixing. Mixing was carried out manually and then continued for about 5 min
in a vertical mechanical mixer to achieve homogeneity.

The fresh mortar was manually placed into molds, positioned in the press, and sub-
jected to vibration simultaneously from the upper and lower mold sections for approxi-
mately 20 s. Surface levels were checked, deficiencies were refilled, and the top surfaces
were leveled. Immediately after, the specimens were demolded and prepared for curing.
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Table 5 lists test methods, standards, specimen sizes, and quantities. A total of 189 sam-
ples were tested and cured using standard moisture-sealing procedures. The set of speci-
mens obtained for each type is presented in Figure 4.

Table 5. Test methods, standards, and specimen details.

Test Type Standard Specimen Size (mm) Number of Sets per Total Number of
Formulation Specimens
Compressive Strength TS EN 1015-11:2000 [53] 100 % 100 x 100 6 6 x9=54
(28 days)
Water Absorptionand g\ 15 189004 [54] 100 x 100 x 100 3 3x9=27
Capillarity
ngh-Te.mperature o 50 x 50 x 50 9 9x9=81
Resistance
Thermal Conductivity EN 12664:2009 [55] 300 x 300 x 50 3 3x9=27
Total — — — 189

100x100x100mm-=. | '\ 50x50x50 mm 4

Figure 4. The set of specimens obtained for each type.

Compressive strength tests were performed in 28 days on 100 x 100 x 100 mm cube
specimens from nine mortar mixes, with three samples per mix. Samples were cured in
water for 72 h, weighed in saturated surface-dry condition, then oven-dried at 60 £ 5 °C
for 72 h to determine moisture content. Water absorption, void ratio, and dry unit weight
were calculated then followed by capillary water absorption tests.

For each mix, three 300 x 300 x 50 mm specimens were oven-dried at 105 °C for 24 h
after 28 days of curing and then tested for thermal conductivity using a Hot Plate device.
For the high-temperature durability tests, nine sets of 50 x 50 x 50 mm specimens were
prepared for each mixture. After 28 days of curing, the specimens were oven-dried at
105 °C for 24 h and then tested in a muffle furnace. For each mix, three sets of specimens
were subjected to a stepwise heating regime: the temperature was increased by 200 °C every
30 min, reaching 600 °C in 1.5 h, 800 °C in 2 h, and 1000 °C in 2.5 h. The specimens were
then kept at the target temperature for an additional 3 h before the furnace was opened
and cooling was allowed under ambient air [56].

All specimens were weighed before and after furnace exposure to determine weight
loss, while compressive strength loss was calculated. These procedures were designed to
simulate fire exposure and to evaluate the thermal stability of cement-based composites
containing bottom ash and PET. Cost and CO;-equivalent (CO;-e) emission calculations
were conducted for 1 m? of composite mortar mixture. In selecting structural elements,
cost is an important factor alongside technical properties. For the nine mortar mixtures



Sustainability 2025, 17, 9206

8 of 23

studied experimentally, cost calculations included only raw material expenses (bottom ash,
PET, pumice, cement, water) based on June 2023 prices, excluding logistics, machinery,
and labor. CO,-e emissions were calculated solely from the mortar components, excluding
production and logistics emissions. Reference emission values used were: cement CEM-1 at
930 kg-CO, /ton (UK) and 1165 kg-CO, /ton (Turkey) [57]; bottom ash and pumice at 4 kg-
CO, /ton (UK) [58]; water at 0.3 kg-CO, /ton (UK); recycled PET (r-PET) at 1.76 kg-CO, / kg
and virgin PET at 2.15 kg-CO, /kg [59]. PET recycling offers energy savings, reflected by an
emission of —3.38 kg-CO, /kg [60,61]. Additionally, when reviewing new technology-based
PET recycling methods, the ALPLA PET Recycling Team reported a 79% improvement,
reducing r-PET emissions to 0.45 kg-CO, /kg [59]. This study used —0.45 kg-CO, /kg as
PET’s reference emission, considering recycling gains and recent data. CO,-e calculations
for all mixtures applied these literature-based values.

Performance characteristics and signal-to-noise ratios were analyzed using the Taguchi
Design Method (TDM). Relevant formulas and details are in Table 6 [62].

Table 6. Taguchi performance characteristic formulas of investigation [62].

Performance

Characteristic Performance Attribute Formula Explanation
“Bigger is better.” Compressive Strength S — _10log x 1 % 1 i: Experiment number
i & N;uy=q Yﬁ w: Trial number
Ni: Number of trials
Dry unit weight, Water absorption, conducted for the i-th
Capillary water absorption, Thermal N 2 experiment
“Smaller is better.” conducti\(ity, Pressure and weight S _ ~10log x i Yy y: Desired mean value
loss after high temperature, Cost and Ni u=1 Ni yu: Measured value of each

carbon dioxide emissions observation

3. Results and Discussion

The experimental results of the nine specimen types designed using the Taguchi
Method are summarized in Table 7. Average values from replicate specimens were used for
all tests. Detailed experimental data, excluding cost and CO; calculations, are presented in
the table.

Strength loss results are shown in Table 7 for 600 °C. Depending on the mixture, the
reduction in compressive strength varied between 42% and 75%. Although strength data
for 800 and 1000 °C were not measured in this study, similar trends are expected, with
further reductions due to progressive microstructural degradation. This will be considered
in future studies to complete the long-term high-temperature performance evaluation. Cost
and CO,-equivalent data calculated for 1 m® composite mortar are summarized in Table 8.

From a chemical standpoint, PET is an inert material that does not undergo hydra-
tion or pozzolanic reactions within the cementitious matrix. Instead, its contribution is
primarily physical, acting as a lightweight aggregate that modifies pore distribution and
reduces thermal conductivity. However, this inert nature also means that the interfacial
transition zone (ITZ) between PET particles and the cement paste is relatively weak com-
pared to mineral aggregates, which can negatively influence long-term durability. The
addition of bottom ash and pumice, which contain reactive silica and calcium compounds,
partially compensates for this limitation by enhancing the overall matrix densification
and improving the bond around PET particles. These interactions explain the observed
balance between lightweight properties, thermal insulation, and mechanical strength in the
proposed composite [63-66].
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Table 7. Experimental results of nine different mixtures.
Mixture No 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

28-day Compressive Strength (MPa) 6.33 7.37 5.96 4.89 9.27 10.80 8.82 12.40 10.30
Unit Weight in Water (g) 571 583 541 555 569 619 540 640 642
Saturated Surface Dry Weight (g) 1558 1556 1509 1520 1554 1605 1510 1633 1628
Dry Unit Weight (g/cm3) 1.32 1.33 1.30 1.34 1.33 1.34 1.36 1.46 1.48

Water Absorption (%) 18.00 16.70 16.10 13.60 16.40 19.50 14.40 12.10 9.88
Void Ratio (%) 24.10 22.80 21.60 18.90 22.20 26.60 19.60 17.70 14.90

Thermal Conductivity Coefficient 0.28 0.28 0.27 0.30 031 031 0.32 0.39 0.41

(W/(m-K))

Strength Loss at 600 °C (%) 42.40 52.20 60.60 54.50 70.50 67.90 58.40 64.60 75.10
Measurement Time 15 min 0.64 1.70 2.93 1.64 2.08 1.17 143 1.12 0.74
(Minutes) Water Absorption 60 min 1.07 2.29 3.59 2.30 2.81 1.72 1.98 1.79 1.24
Percentages % p 240 min 2.05 3.07 4.52 3.23 3.88 2.69 291 2.79 1.95

& ° 1440 min 4.48 4.84 6.55 5.34 6.21 5.00 4.80 4.77 3.23
15 min 8.63 22.73 38.16 22.00 27.84 15.76 18.97 16.46 10.95
Capillarity Coefficient 60 min 14.37 30.67 46.77 30.9 37.55 23.26 26.28 26.21 18.39
(g/sz) 240 min 27.59 41.07 58.97 434 51.9 36.26 38.53 40.85 28.93
1440 min 60.32 64.71 85.45 71.73 83.02 67.42 63.68 69.75 48.00

600 °C 8.70 10.70 10.10 10.30 12.10 8.30 11.80 7.90 9.80
Weight Loss (%) 800 °C 12.50 14.70 16.80 14.00 17.30 12.10 16.50 11.50 13.40
1000 °C 15.20 18.00 19.80 17.60 19.30 15.40 19.60 14.20 17.30

Table 8. Cost and carbon dioxide equivalent results.
Mixture No 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Unit Cost ($) 30.28 31.23 32.17 33.82 34.65 32.76 37.24 35.35 36.29
Carbon Dioxide Emission 235 226 218 251 243 259 267 284 276

(kg COy-e/ m3)

3.1. Compressive Strength

The 28-day compressive strengths, evaluated via Taguchi’s “larger is better” S/N
ratios, increased with higher cement content, as shown in Figure 5. The optimal mix had a
40/60 pumice/bottom ash ratio and the lowest PET content. Differences between 40/60
and 50/50 ratios diminished over time. PET content above 1% reduced strength, aligning
with prior findings: Bai et al. [67] reported that bottom ash up to 30% had no negative
effect on long-term strength; Konak [68] linked higher bottom ash to increased porosity
and lower strength; Demirel and Kelestemur [69] found that pumice improves strength
over time; Akinyele et al. [49] observed that PET content under 5% enhances strength,
but higher content reduces it. In this study, the mechanical and durability tests were
conducted at 7 and 28 days, which are widely adopted reference ages in cement-based
composite research. Although longer curing times were not included in the experimental
program, previous studies have demonstrated the continued pozzolanic activity of bottom
ash beyond 28 days. For example, Jaturapitakkul and Cheerarot [70] reported that mortars
containing 20-30% ground bottom ash as cement replacement exhibited lower compressive
strength than plain mortar at early ages but surpassed the control strength after 60 days
due to enhanced pozzolanic reactivity. Similarly, when 20% of cement was replaced with
ground bottom ash, the compressive strength at 60 days exceeded that of mortars with
higher cement content. These findings confirm the potential of bottom ash to improve
long-term strength, supporting the expectation that the mixtures developed in this work
may also continue to gain strength beyond 28 days.
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Compressive strength

21
wn
2
£ 19
V4
)
.
o
s 17
s
]
- <

250 275 300 30/70 40/60 50/50 4 i 10
Cement (kg/m?) Pumice/Bottom Ash (%) PET (%)
Parameter

Figure 5. The impact of various parameters on the performance metrics of the 28-day compressive

strength of specimens.

3.2. Dry Unit Weight

Dry unit weights were analyzed using Taguchi’s ‘smaller is better” S/N ratios. As
shown in Figure 6, reducing cement and increasing PET improved performance by lowering
density. A higher bottom ash ratio raised the unit weight due to its lower porosity compared
to pumice. Lightweight PET particles and porous bottom ash reduced overall product
weight. Similar trends were noted by Akcadzoglu et al. [71]. Yiiksel et al. [32] reported a
40% unit weight reduction using bottom ash. Bottom ash and pumice are widely used as

lightweight aggregates in Europe [40,72,73].

Dry unit weight

Mean of SN ratios
|
N
]
|

250 | 275 | 300 30/70/40/60|50/50 4 7 10 ‘
Cement (kg/m3) | Pumice/Bottom Ash (%) PET (%) ‘

Parameter

Figure 6. The effect of parameters on the performance statistics of the dry unit weight results of

the specimens.

3.3. Water Absorption

Water absorption was evaluated using Taguchi’s “smaller is better” S/N ratio. As
shown in Figure 7, increasing cement and using a 50/50 pumice-bottom ash ratio im-
proved performance. Although PET is hydrophobic [54], the best result was at 7% PET,
while lower percentages of PET resulted in poor performance. Similar trends were
noted by Akcadzoglu et al. [71]. Bai et al. [67] found that higher bottom ash increased

water absorption.
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Figure 7. The effect of parameters on performance statistics based on the variance analysis results of
the water absorption of the specimens.

3.4. Capillarity Absorption Coefficient

Capillarity absorption coefficient values were evaluated using Taguchi’s “smaller is
better” S/N ratios. As shown in Figure 8, a higher cement content improved performance.
The 40/60 pumice/bottom ash ratio gave the weakest result, while 30/70 and 50/50 results
were similar. Although high PET reduced performance, 7% PET yielded the best result,
consistent with water absorption trends.

Capillarity absorption coefficient

-33
g -3
=
gj \/
w =37 - NP
(=]
g
-
R B e DA Do B R s my e
i30/70‘40/60350/50! ‘ s | 7 { 10 ‘
Cement (kg/m?3) ’ Pumice/Bottom Ash (%) ‘ PET (%) ‘
Parameter

Figure 8. The influence of parameters on the performance statistics from the variance analysis results
of the capillarity absorption coefficient for the specimens.

3.5. Thermal Conductivity

The thermal conductivity of the nine mixtures was assessed using Taguchi’s “smaller is
better” S/N ratios. As shown in Figure 9, increasing bottom ash and pumice content—due
to their porous structures—reduced thermal conductivity [74,75]. Likewise, pumice—
owing to its porous structure—enhances insulation performance by decreasing thermal
conductivity as its proportion increases. The results also suggest that reducing cement
content improves thermal insulation and that an optimal balance between pumice and
bottom ash yields the most favorable results. Moreover, a higher proportion of PET was
found to contribute positively to thermal insulation by filling internal voids within the
blocks. This observation aligns with previous research, which found that bottom ash
lowers thermal conductivity [40]. Torkittikul et al. [75] further supported these findings
by reporting a significant reduction in thermal conductivity with increased coal bottom
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ash content. Giindiiz and Ugur [76] demonstrated that pumice aggregate concretes exhibit
thermal conductivity values of 2.5 to 4 times lower than those of conventional normal-

weight concretes.

Thermal conductivity
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Figure 9. The influence of parameters on the performance statistics from the variance analysis of the

thermal conductivity for the specimens.

3.6. High-Temperature Weight and Strength Loss

Weight loss at 600 °C for the nine mixtures was evaluated using Taguchi’s “smaller
is better” S/N ratios. As shown in Figure 10, higher cement content improved resistance
to thermal weight loss. The optimal performance occurred at a balanced pumice/bottom
ash ratio, with minimal variation across other ratios. Increased PET content reduced block
weight but led to greater loss due to PET melting at high temperatures.

High- temperature weight loss

Mean of SN ratios
I
V]
w

250 | 275 | 300 30/7040/60 50/50 4 7 10
Cement (kg/m?) Pumice/Bottom Ash (%) PET (%)

Parameter

Figure 10. The influence of parameters on the performance metrics derived from the high-temperature

weight loss results at 600 °C for the specimens.

Strength loss at 600 °C was assessed for nine mixtures using Taguchi’s “smaller is
better” S/N ratios. Figure 11 shows that higher cement content increased strength loss,
while more bottom ash improved thermal resistance. Increased PET reduced performance.
Akinyele et al. [49] found that high PET content caused disintegration, while lower amounts
led to edge deformation. Arenas et al. [40] reported enhanced fire resistance due to the
expansive evaporation surface of bottom ash. Similarly, Mboya et al. [77] observed that
concrete with 10% scoria and pumice exhibited greater compressive strength after exposure
to 600 °C than standard Portland cement concrete.
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High- temperature strength loss
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Figure 11. The influence of parameters on the performance metrics derived from the high-temperature
strength loss results at 600 °C for the specimens.

3.7. Cost Analysis

Unit costs of nine mixes were evaluated using Taguchi’s “smaller is better” S/N
ratios. Figure 12 shows that lowering cement content improves cost performance, while
the pumice/bottom ash ratio has little effect. Increasing PET reduces cost by lowering
aggregate demand despite a slight performance drop. Marzouk et al. [78] showed that
shredded PET effectively replaces sand, producing stable, low-cost composites that reduce
plastic waste. Bottom ash is more cost-effective than natural sand [32], and pumice offers
economical lightweight concrete options [79].

Cost analysis

30/70/40/60 50/50 4 | 7 ‘ 10
Cement (kg/m?) Pumice/Bottom Ash (%) PET (%)
Parameter

Figure 12. The influence of parameters on the performance metrics of the cost analysis for the samples.

It should be noted that the present cost analysis only considered raw material costs
(cement, bottom ash, pumice, and PET) and did not include expenses associated with logis-
tics, machinery use, energy consumption, or labor. Therefore, the reported values represent
indicative material-level costs rather than full commercial production expenses. In practice,
large-scale production would also be influenced by transportation distance, regional labor
rates, and energy prices. A more comprehensive evaluation could involve cost modeling at
different production scales and benchmarking against conventional cement-based blocks
using full life-cycle cost assessments. Future work will aim to expand the cost analysis to
capture these factors and provide a more robust economic comparison.
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3.8. Carbon Dioxide Equivalent (CO5-e) Emissions

CO, emissions per m? of nine mixtures were evaluated using Taguchi’s “smaller is
better” S/N ratios. Figure 13 shows that lowering cement content significantly reduces
emissions, while the pumice/bottom ash ratio has little effect. Increasing the PET ratio
slightly improved performance, though PET use is associated with higher emissions due
to processing, despite being recycled. Still, replacing cement with PET or bottom ash
significantly lowers overall CO, emissions. Mohammed et al. [80] emphasized the environ-
mental benefits of using PET and bottom ash, while Mboya et al. [77] reported pumice’s
effectiveness in reducing emissions and addressing climate concerns.

Carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2-e) emissions
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Figure 13. The impact of parameters on the performance metrics derived from the carbon dioxide
equivalent emissions of the nine different mixtures.

3.9. Statistical Validation (ANOVA Results)

To evaluate the statistical significance of the observed results, an ANOVA analysis
was performed on the experimental data. The findings indicated that at 7 days, both
cement content and the pumice/bottom ash ratio had a statistically significant effect on
compressive strength (p < 0.05), whereas PET content did not show a significant influence.
At 28 days, the effect of all three parameters on compressive strength was found to be
statistically insignificant (p > 0.05), although cement continued to contribute the highest
share of variance.

For other performance indicators such as dry unit weight, water absorption, capillary
water absorption, thermal conductivity, and sound transmission, no statistically significant
relationships were detected at the 95% confidence level. However, the weight loss under
high-temperature exposure was strongly influenced by PET content (p < 0.05), while
compressive strength loss at 600 °C was mainly affected by cement and pumice/bottom
ash ratios. In addition, the cost and CO,-e emissions were significantly impacted by cement
and PET contents, with cement showing the highest contribution to variance in both cases.

Overall, the statistical validation confirms that cement content is the dominant factor
across most performance properties, followed by the pumice/bottom ash ratio, whereas
PET shows significant influence primarily under high-temperature and cost-related pa-
rameters. These results highlight the robustness of the experimental design and provide
confidence in the optimization outcomes.

4. General

S/N ratios for the Taguchi performance characteristic were calculated from test results
and expressed in decibels (dB) [81]. In the Taguchi design, all parameters were assigned
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equal impact values of 100%, and average S/N values for performance metrics were
computed. Table 9 summarizes the mixture results based on the calculation data, under
this equal impact assumption, considering varying ratios of cement, pumice/bottom ash,
and PET.

Table 9. The average S/N ratio values of the material scenario with equal percentage impact used in

determining the overall performance of the samples.

S/N Values (dB)

Mixture No 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Impact Per. (%)
Compressive Strength /o7 jceg 1451 144 1723 1569 1858 2170  20.06 11.11
(28 days)
Dry Unit Weight 241 248 228 257 —250 -257 267 —329 339 11.11
Water Absorption 2513 —2448 -—2416 —2290 -2432 -2634 -2319 -21.75 —19.90 11.11
Capillary Coefficient ~ —35.61 —3622 —3863 —37.11 —3838 —3658 —36.08 —36.87 —33.62 11.11
Thermal Conductivity ~ 31.16  28.16 4867 31.09 3739 2621 3016 2691 2871 11.11
High Temperature _3255 3436 —3565 -—3474 —3696 —36.63 —3532 —3621 -—37.51 11.11
Strength Loss
High Temperature
: 2188 —2339 -—2413 -23.09 -2435 -21.80 -2424 -2122 -2283 11.11
Weight Loss
Cost 5708 -57.34 —57.60 —58.03 -5824 5776 -—5887 —5842 —58.65 11.11
Carbon dioxide 4742 4708 —46.77 —47.99 —47.71 —4827 —4853 —49.07 —48.82 11.11
Emission
Average S/N 1962 -20.03 —1844 -2010 —19.76 —20.89 —20.02 —19.80 —19.55 100

Equal impact percentages were assumed for all parameters in calculating average
signal-to-noise (S/N) ratios for performance statistics. Figure 14 illustrates the effect of the
nine sample values on performance metrics based on these average S/N ratios.

Overall performance statistics (equal impact percentages)
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Figure 14. The effect of parameters on overall performance statistics (equal impact percentages).

Average S/N values for performance metrics were calculated by assigning varying
impact percentages (out of 100) to the parameters in the Taguchi design. In the Taguchi
method, weighting parameters according to the importance of the intended product is
essential. In this study, the weights were set based on the significance of commercially
available wall-building blocks. Table 10 presents the scenario results showing the impact
percentages for variables such as cement, pumice/bottom ash ratio, and PET content.
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Table 10. In determining the overall performance, the average S/N values for the different material
scenario results with varying percentage impact ratios used in the samples are calculated.

S/N Values (dB)
Mixture No 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Impact Per. (%)
Compressive Strength ) o7 jcge 1451 144 1723 1569 1858 217 20.06 5.17
(28 days)
Dry Unit Weight 241 248 —228 -257 25 —257 267 —329 —339 15.52
Water Absorption _2513 —2448 —2416 -—229 2432 -2634 -2319 2175 —19.9 8.62
Capillary 3561 —3622 -3863 -3711 -3838 —3658 —3608 —3687 —33.62 8.62
Coefficient
Thermal 3116 2816 4867 3109 3739 2621 30.16 2691 2871 17.24
Conductivity
High Temperature
~3255 —3436 —3565 -3474 —3696 —36.63 —3532 —3621 -—37.51 8.62
Strength Loss
High Temperature
: 2188 —2339 —2413 —23.09 —2435 —21.8 —2424 —2122 —22.83 8.62
Weight Loss
Cost 5708 5734 -57.6 5803 -—5824 5776 —58.87 —5842 —58.65 15.52
Carbon dioxide Emission ~ —47.42 —47.08 —4677 —4799 —47.71 —4827 —4853 —49.07 —48.82 12.07
Average S/N 1877 —19.45 —1636 -19.25 —1854 —2032 —1949 —19.74 —19.35 100

The influence of varying parameter percentages on performance statistics, based on
average S/N ratios, was analyzed. Figure 15 illustrates the effects of the nine sample values
on these performance metrics.

Overall performance statistics (different impact percentages)
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Figure 15. The effect of parameters on overall performance statistics (different impact percentages).

When examining Figures 14 and 15, one can observe that based on the statistical data
derived from the test and analysis results, the optimal values—whether effect percent-
ages are assigned equally or differently—are determined as follows: cement at 250 kg/m?,
pumice/bottom ash ratio at 50/50, and PET content at 0.1%. A comparison with the
experimental design data reveals that this combination corresponds to the type 3 sam-
ple. Accordingly, commercial-scale prototype production can proceed without additional
validation experiments during the Taguchi design process.

The thermal conductivity, dry unit weight, water absorption, and compressive strength
values of the optimum type-3 sample are compared with those of commercially available
traditional block products in Table 11. It is noted that the values of the type-3 sample fall
within the required ranges. Moreover, its compressive strength is significantly higher than



Sustainability 2025, 17, 9206

17 of 23

that of typical non-load-bearing wall blocks. Although it is less commonly used due to

cost considerations, the sample exhibits lower water absorption and higher compressive

strength compared to autoclaved aerated concrete blocks, which are generally preferred

for their specific characteristics. The dry unit volume density values place the sample

within the lightweight concrete class. These findings suggest that commercial production

of building blocks using the developed mortar mixture is feasible.

Table 11. Comparison of commercial traditional blocks and optimum sample type-3 according to the
standards (Created by the author).

Compressive Strength Thermal Conductivity

Block Type Dry Unit Weight (g/cm?) (N/mm? or MPa) Calcu(lwat/i((:lr:.l\(/é)l)lueﬂ) Water Absorption (%)
Horizontal Hole Brick [82] min 0.50-max. 1.0 min. 2.0-max. 7.5 — max. 15
* Horizontal Hole Brick [83] min. 0.6-max. 0.7 min. 2.0-max. 2.5 — —
Vertical Hole.and Pressed Clay min. 1.0-max. 2.0 min. 4.5-max. 22 — max. 15
Brick [82]
* Vertical Hole Brick [82,83] min. 0.65-max. 1.1 min. 3-max. 14 min. 0.18-max. 0.50 —
Solid Mixing Brick [82] — min. 2.5-max. 5 — max. 15
Perforated Mixing Brick [82] max. 1.4 min. 2.5-max. 5 — max. 15
Concrete Brick Cement Dosage  max. 1.6 for wall-max. 1.4 min. 2.0-max. 3.5 - max. 20
250 kg/ m3 Brick [82] for slab T T ’
Concrete Brick Cement Dosage  max. 1.6 for wall-max. 1.4 in. 4.0-max. 7.0 o 20
300 kg/m? Brick [82] for slab min. &L=max. 7. max.
Concrete Block Cement min. 1.6 min. 5 o max. 15
Dosage 200 kg /m3 Brick [82] o : ax
Concrete Block Cement min. 1.6 min. 7 . max. 15
Dosage 250 kg /m3 Brick [82] o : ax
Concrete Block Cement min. 1.6 min. 9 . max. 15
Dosage 300 kg/m3 Brick [82] T ’ ’
* Pumice [84] min. 0.72-max. 1.28 min. 1.5-max. 5 min. 0.11-max. 0.50 —
Autoclaved Aerated min. 0.30-max. 0.58 min. 1.5-max. 5 min. 0.082-max. 0.19 —
Concrete [85]
Type 3-Optimal Sample 1.3 5.96 0.27 16.1

* These are the specifications of the blocks presently marketed in Turkey.

5. Summary of Results

This study experimentally optimized composite mortars containing PET and bottom

ash for lightweight, non-load-bearing construction applications. The main findings can be

summarized as follows:

1.

Compressive Strength: Increased with cement content (25.1% rise from 250 to
300 kg/m?). Optimal strength was achieved at a pumice /bottom ash ratio of 40/60
with 4% PET.

Dry Unit Weight: Rose with cement; maximum values observed at 30/70 pumice/bottom
ash and 10% PET.

Water Absorption: Decreased with higher cement and pumice/bottom ash ratios. The
lowest absorption was recorded at 7% PET.

Capillary Water Absorption: Lowest values were obtained at 300 kg/m? cement,
50/50 pumice/bottom ash, and 7% PET.

Thermal Conductivity: Increased with cement but decreased with higher PET and
pumice/bottom ash ratios. Increasing PET from 4% to 10% reduced conductivity
by 38%.
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6. High-Temperature Weight Loss: Increased with higher PET but decreased with higher
cement and pumice/bottom ash ratios.

7. High-Temperature Strength Loss: Lowest at 50/50 pumice/bottom ash, reducing
strength loss by 7% compared to 30/70.

8.  Cost Analysis: Costs increased with cement and PET content but were only minimally
affected by pumice/bottom ash ratio. Cement increase from 250 to 300 kg/m?, raised
cost by 2.5%.

9.  Carbon Emissions: Rose with cement but decreased with PET. Cement increase led to
a 3.5% rise in emissions.

10. Optimum Mix: Type 3 (250 kg/m? cement, 50/50 pumice/bottom ash, 10% PET)
showed the most balanced performance.

11. Performance: The optimum mix reached 5 MPa compressive strength, dry unit weight
of 1.3 g/cm3, water absorption of 16.1%, and thermal conductivity of 0.27 W /(m*K),
making it suitable for lightweight construction.

12.  Energy Efficiency: Production required less energy compared to conventional
block manufacturing.

13.  Sustainability: The process enables recycling of its own waste, reduces raw material
demand, and contributes to a circular economy approach.

6. Conclusions

The experimental results confirm that PET-bottom ash composites can provide an eco-
efficient alternative for lightweight construction. The proposed mix achieved a compressive
strength of 5 MPa, thermal conductivity of 0.27 W/(m*K), and dry unit weight of 1.3 g/ cm3,
fulfilling the technical requirements for facade panels, interior partition walls, ceilings, and
floor systems.

Beyond technical performance, the material demonstrated lower carbon emissions
and production costs compared to conventional blocks, while incorporating post-consumer
plastics and industrial by-products. This supports Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
such as SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities), SDG 12 (Responsible Consumption
and Production), and SDG 13 (Climate Action).

The findings align with previous studies on PET-based composites, yet show improved
performance in terms of strength, thermal conductivity, and sustainability, highlighting
strong potential for market adoption. Importantly, the material can be produced on pre-
cast lines with minimal process adaptation, offering a scalable solution for reducing the
construction industry’s environmental footprint.

7. Limitations and Future Work

This study has certain limitations that should be acknowledged. Although the exper-
iments were conducted using a specially designed press machine simulating industrial
conditions, the results are still limited to pilot-scale production and have not yet been
validated on a large industrial scale. In addition, freeze-thaw resistance and outdoor
weathering tests were not performed, which are critical for assessing long-term durability.
The cost analysis presented is informative; however, the results could vary depending
on fluctuations in large-scale PET supply or changes in energy prices. Furthermore, no
full life cycle assessment (LCA) was conducted, and analyses such as carbon and water
footprints should be performed in collaboration with professional organizations for a more
comprehensive environmental evaluation.

Future research will aim to address these limitations by including extended curing
periods, freeze-thaw cycles, outdoor weathering, and validation under industrial-scale
production conditions. Moreover, professional LCA studies will be incorporated to evalu-
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ate the overall environmental impact. Although this study mainly focused on short-term
performance, future investigations will also consider strength retention at higher tempera-
tures (800 and 1000 °C), further validating the stability and applicability of PET-bottom
ash composites in real service conditions. Additionally, dedicated analyses of indoor air
quality—including VOC release, potential leaching of microplastics, and compliance with
healthy building standards—will be performed to ensure that PET-bottom ash composites
are safe and suitable for long-term indoor use.
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Abbreviations

The following abbreviations are used in this manuscript:

PET Polyethylene Terephthalate
SDG Sustainable Development Goal
MPa Megapascal

dB Decibel

g/cm3 Gram per cubic centimeter

kg Kilogram

kg/m3 Kilogram per cubic meter

kN Kilonewton

m3 Cubic meter

mm Millimeter
N/mm? Newton per square millimeter (stress or pressure)

Tf Temperature difference (K)

W/(m-K) Thermal conductivity unit

% Percent

°C Degrees Celsius

A Thermal conductivity coefficient (W /(m-K))

CO, Carbon Dioxide



Sustainability 2025, 17, 9206 20 of 23

References

1.  Sayara, T. Environmental impact assessment of quarries and stone cutting industries in Palestine: Case study of Jammain. J.
Environ. Prot. Sustain. Dev. 2016, 2, 32-38.

2. Srivastava, A.; Singh, S.K. Utilization of alternative sand for preparation of sustainable mortar: A review. J. Clean. Prod. 2020,
253,119706. [CrossRef]

3.  Tunc, E.T. Recycling of marble waste: A review based on strength of concrete containing marble waste. J. Environ. Manag. 2019,
231, 86-97. [CrossRef]

4. Altun, M.G.; Oltulu, M. Effect of Different Types of Fiber Utilization on Mechanical Properties of Recycled Aggregate Concrete
Containing Silica Fume. J. Green Build. 2020, 15, 119-136. [CrossRef]

5. Cobreros, C.; Espinosa, D.; Hidalgo, F.; Manzano-Ramirez, A.; Reyes, ]J.L. Cereal Straw Production Analysis, Availability of
Materials, and Provincial Map for Manufacturing of Sustainable Prefabricated Panels. BioResources 2014, 9, 786-800. [CrossRef]

6.  Poon, C.S.; Chan, D. The use of recycled aggregate in concrete in Hong Kong. Resour. Conserv. Recycl. 2007, 50, 293-305. [CrossRef]

7. Bhardwaj, B.; Kumar, P. Waste foundry sand in concrete: A review. Constr. Build. Mater. 2017, 156, 661-674. [CrossRef]

8.  Tiwari, A,; Singh, S.; Nagar, R. Feasibility assessment for partial replacement of fine aggregate to attain cleaner production
perspective in concrete: A review. J. Clean. Prod. 2016, 135, 490-507. [CrossRef]

9.  Akcadzoglu, S. An Investigation Using Waste PET Bottles ss Aggregate in Lightweight Mortars. Ph.D. Thesis, Cukurova
University, Adana, Turkey, 2008. (In Turkish).

10. Pittau, F; Giacomel, D.; Ilannaccone, G.; Malighetti, L. Environmental Consequences of Refurbishment Versus Demolition and
Reconstruction: A Comparative Life Cycle Assessment of An Italian Case Study. J. Green Build. 2020, 15, 155-172. [CrossRef]

11. Sangeetha, M. Eco-Friendly Plastic Houses. Available online: https://www.ecoideaz.com/innovative%20green-ideas/eco-
friendly-plastic-houses/ (accessed on 3 February 2025).

12.  Osial, M.; Pregowska, A.; Wilczewski, S.; Urbariska, W.; Giersig, M. Waste Management for Green Concrete Solutions: A Concise
Critical Review. Recycling 2022, 7, 37. [CrossRef]

13. Karthika, R.B.; Vidyapriya, V.; Sri, K.V.N.; Beaula, KM.G.; Harini, R.; Sriram, M. Experimental study on lightweight concrete
using pumice aggregate. Mater. Today Proc. 2021, 43, 1606-1613. [CrossRef]

14. Geyer, R.; Jambeck, J.R.; Law, K.L. Production, use, and fate of all plastics ever made. Sci. Adv. 2017, 3, e1700782. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

15. Barnes, D.K.A.; Galgani, F,; Thompson, R.C.; Barlaz, M. Accumulation and fragmentation of plastic debris in global environments.
Philos. Trans. R. Soc. B Biol. Sci. 2009, 364, 1985-1998. [CrossRef]

16. Lamba, P; Kaur, D.P; Raj, S.; Sorout, J. Recycling/reuse of plastic waste as construction material for sustainable development: A
review. Environ. Sci. Pollut. Res. 2022, 29, 86156-86179. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

17.  Saleem, J.; Baig, M.Z.K.; Shahid, U.B.; Luque, R.; McKay, G. Mixed plastics waste valorization to high-added value products via
thermally induced phase separation and spin-casting. Green Energy Environ. 2024, 9, 1627-1640. [CrossRef]

18. Verma, R;; Vinoda, K.S.; Papireddy, M.; Gowda, A.N.S. Toxic Pollutants from Plastic Waste—A Review. Procedia Environ. Sci. 2016,
35, 701-708. [CrossRef]

19. Zhang, F; Zhao, Y.; Wang, D.; Yan, M.; Zhang, J.; Zhang, P.; Ding, T.; Chen, L.; Chen, C. Current technologies for plastic waste
treatment: A review. J. Clean. Prod. 2021, 282, 124523. [CrossRef]

20. Bajracharya, RM.; Manalo, A.C.; Karunasena, W.; Lau, K.T. Characterisation of recycled mixed plastic solid wastes: Coupon and
full-scale investigation. Waste Manag. 2016, 48, 72-80. [CrossRef]

21. Yu, S, Li, Q. Zhang, Y.; Zhou, H. New possibility for PET plastic recycling by a tailored hydrolytic enzyme. Green Energy Environ.
2024, 9, 163-165. [CrossRef]

22. Rajendran, S.; Scelsi, L.; Hodzic, A.; Soutis, C.; Al-Maadeed, M.A. Environmental impact assessment of composites containing
recycled plastics. Resour. Conserv. Recycl. 2012, 60, 131-139. [CrossRef]

23. Yildirim, S.T.; Duygun, N.P. Mechanical and Physical Performance of Concrete Including Waste Electrical Cable Rubber. IOP Conf.
Ser. Mater. Sci. Eng. 2017, 245, 022054. [CrossRef]

24. Van Oss, H.G.; Padovani, A.C. Cement Manufacture and the Environment Part II: Environmental Challenges and Opportunities.
J. Ind. Ecol. 2003, 7, 93-126. [CrossRef]

25. Thorneycroft, J.; Orr, J.; Savoikar, P; Ball, R.]J. Performance of structural concrete with recycled plastic waste as a partial
replacement for sand. Constr. Build. Mater. 2018, 161, 63—69. [CrossRef]

26. Araghi, H.].; Nikbin, LM.; Rahimi, S.R.; Rahmani, E.; Allahyari, H. An experimental investigation on the erosion resistance
of concrete containing various PET particles percentages against sulfuric acid attack. Constr. Build. Mater. 2015, 77, 461-471.
[CrossRef]

27. Hameed, AM.; Ahmed, B.A .F. Employment the plastic waste to produce the lightweight concrete. Energy Procedia 2019, 157,

30-38. [CrossRef]


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2019.119706
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2018.10.034
https://doi.org/10.3992/1943-4618.15.1.119
https://doi.org/10.15376/biores.9.1.786-800
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resconrec.2006.06.005
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.conbuildmat.2017.09.010
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2016.06.130
https://doi.org/10.3992/jgb.15.4.155
https://www.ecoideaz.com/innovative%20green-ideas/eco-friendly-plastic-houses/
https://www.ecoideaz.com/innovative%20green-ideas/eco-friendly-plastic-houses/
https://doi.org/10.3390/recycling7030037
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.matpr.2020.09.762
https://doi.org/10.1126/sciadv.1700782
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28776036
https://doi.org/10.1098/rstb.2008.0205
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11356-021-16980-y
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/34655383
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gee.2023.08.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.proenv.2016.07.069
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2020.124523
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wasman.2015.11.017
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gee.2023.02.007
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resconrec.2011.11.006
https://doi.org/10.1088/1757-899X/245/2/022054
https://doi.org/10.1162/108819803766729212
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.conbuildmat.2017.11.127
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.conbuildmat.2014.12.037
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.egypro.2018.11.160

Sustainability 2025, 17, 9206 21 of 23

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.
33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

Li, Y.; White, D.J.; Lee Peyton, R. Composite material from fly ash and post-consumer PET. Resour. Conserv. Recycl. 1998, 24, 87-93.
[CrossRef]

Li, H,; Lei, J.; Zhu, L,; Yao, Y.; Li, Y.; Li, T; Qiu, C. MOF synthesis using waste PET for applications of adsorption, catalysis and
energy storage. Green Energy Environ. 2024, 9, 1650-1665. [CrossRef]

Tournier, V.; Topham, C.M,; Gilles, A.; David, B.; Folgoas, C.; Moya-Leclair, E.; Kamionka, E.; Desrousseaux, M.-L.; Texier, H.;
Gavalda, S. An engineered PET depolymerase to break down and recycle plastic bottles. Nature 2020, 580, 216-219. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

Feuerborn, H.J.; Weir, A. Coal Combustion Products: A Global Perspective. In Proceedings of the Presented at the World of Coal
Ash Conference, Lexington, KY, USA, 22-25 April 2013.

Yiiksel, I.; Ozkan, O.; Bilir, T. Production of Briquette With Bottom Ash. J. Fac. Eng. Arch. Gazi Univ. 2006, 2, 527-532. (In Turkish)
Hui, K.S.; Hui, K.N.; Lee, S.K. A novel and green approach to produce nano-porous materials zeolite A and MCM-41 from coal
fly ash and their applications in environmental protection. Int | Chem Biol Eng 2009, 2, 165-175.

Chindaprasirt, P; Jaturapitakkul, C.; Chalee, W.; Rattanasak, U. Comparative study on the characteristics of fly ash and bottom
ash geopolymers. Waste Manag. 2009, 29, 539-543. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Moulton, L.K.; Seals, R K.; Anderson, D.A. Utilization of ash from coal burning power plants in highway construction. Transp.
Res. Rec. 1973, 430, 26-39.

Kumar, S.; Stewart, J. Utilization of Illinois PCC Dry Bottom Ash for Compacted Landfill Barriers. Soil Sediment Contam. Int. ].
2003, 12, 401-415. [CrossRef]

Bakoshi, T.; Kohno, K.; Kawasaki, S.; Yamaji, N. Strength and durability of concrete using bottom ash as replacement for fine
aggregate. Spec. Publ. 1998, 179, 159-172. [CrossRef]

Siddique, R. Utilization of coal combustion by-products in sustainable construction materials. Resour. Conserv. Recycl. 2010, 54,
1060-1066. [CrossRef]

Xu, Y.; Wong, Y.L.; Poon, C.S.; Anson, M. Impact of high temperature on PFA concrete. Cem. Concr. Res. 2001, 31, 1065-1073.
[CrossRef]

Arenas, C.G.; Marrero, M.; Leiva, C.; Solis-Guzman, J.; Arenas, L.E.V. High fire resistance in blocks containing coal combustion fly
ashes and bottom ash. Waste Manag. 2011, 31, 1783-1789. [CrossRef]

Litvan, G.G. Furthur study of particulate admixtures for enhanced freeze-thaw resistance of concrete. . Proc. 1985, 82, 724-730.
[CrossRef]

ljaz, N.; Ye, WM.; ur Rehman, Z; ljaz, Z.; Junaid, M.F. Global insights into micro-macro mechanisms and environmental
implications of limestone calcined clay cement (LC3) for sustainable construction applications. Sci. Total Environ. 2024, 907, 167794.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

Salman, N.M.; Ma, G.; [jaz, N.; Wang, L. Importance and potential of cellulosic materials and derivatives in extrusion-based 3D
concrete printing (3DCP): Prospects and challenges. Constr. Build. Mater. 2021, 291, 123281. [CrossRef]

TS EN 197-1:2002; Cement—Part 1: Composition, Specifications and Conformity Criteria. Turkish Standards Institution: Ankara,
Turkey, 2002.

Elyasigorji, F.; Farajiani, F.; Hajipour Manjili, M.; Lin, Q.; Elyasigorji, S.; Farhangi, V.; Tabatabai, H. Comprehensive review of
direct and indirect pozzolanic reactivity testing methods. Buildings 2023, 13, 2789. [CrossRef]

Tural, H.G.; Ozarisoy, B.; Derogar, S.; Ince, C. Investigating the governing factors influencing the pozzolanic activity through a
database approach for the development of sustainable cementitious materials. Constr. Build. Mater. 2024, 411, 134253. [CrossRef]
Wang, L.; Zheng, D.; Zhang, S.; Cui, H; Li, D. Effect of Nano-SiO, on the Hydration and Microstructure of Cement Pastes.
Nanomaterials 2016, 6, 241. [CrossRef]

Mangi, S.A.; Ibrahim, M.H.W,; Jamaluddin, N.; Arshad, M.F.; Mudjanarko, S.W. Recycling of Coal Ash in Concrete as a Partial
Cementitious Resource. Resources 2019, 8, 99. [CrossRef]

Akinyele, ].O.; Igba, U.T.; Adigun, B.G. Effect of waste PET on the structural properties of burnt bricks. Sci. Afr. 2020, 7, e00301.
[CrossRef]

Azhdarpour, A.M.; Nikoudel, M.R.; Taheri, M. The effect of using polyethylene terephthalate particles on physical and strength-
related properties of concrete; a laboratory evaluation. Constr. Build. Mater. 2016, 109, 55-62. [CrossRef]
Mohammadiahmadabad, Y. Use of Waste Pet Bottles in Normal Concrete Production and Its Effects on Concrete Properties.
Master’s Thesis, Atattirk University, Erzurum, Turkey, June 2014. (In Turkish).

Sadrmomtazi, A.; Dolati-Milehsara, S.; Lotfi-Omran, O.; Sadeghi-Nik, A. The combined effects of waste Polyethylene Terephthalate
(PET) particles and pozzolanic materials on the properties of self-compacting concrete. J. Clean. Prod. 2016, 112, 2363-2373.
[CrossRef]

TS EN 1015-11:2000; Methods of Test for Mortar for Masonry—Part 11: Determination of Flexural and Compressive Strength of
Hardened Mortar. Turkish Standards Institution: Ankara, Turkey, 2000.


https://doi.org/10.1016/S0921-3449(98)00041-X
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gee.2024.06.003
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-020-2149-4
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32269349
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wasman.2008.06.023
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18715775
https://doi.org/10.1080/713610980
https://doi.org/10.14359/6037
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.resconrec.2010.06.011
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0008-8846(01)00513-0
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wasman.2011.03.017
https://doi.org/10.14359/10384
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2023.167794
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/37852502
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.conbuildmat.2021.123281
https://doi.org/10.3390/buildings13112789
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.conbuildmat.2023.134253
https://doi.org/10.3390/nano6120241
https://doi.org/10.3390/resources8020099
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sciaf.2020.e00301
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.conbuildmat.2016.01.056
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2015.09.107

Sustainability 2025, 17, 9206 22 of 23

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.
71.

72.

73.

74.
75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

TS EN 1015-18:2004; Methods of Test for Mortar for Masonry—Part 18: Determination of Water Absorption Coefficient Due to
Capillary Action of Hardened Mortar. Turkish Standards Institution: Ankara, Turkey, 2007.

TS EN 12664:2009; Thermal Performance of Building Materials and Products—Determination of Thermal Resistance by Means of
Guarded Hot Plate and Heat Flow Meter Methods. Turkish Standards Institution: Ankara, Turkey, 2009.

Zhang, Z.; Provis, ].L.; Reid, A.; Wang, H. Mechanical, thermal insulation, thermal resistance and acoustic absorption properties
of geopolymer foam concrete. Cem. Concr. Compos. 2015, 62, 97-105. [CrossRef]

Girsel, A.P; Meral, C. Comparative Life Cycle Analysis of Cement Production in Turkey. In Proceedings of the 2nd Project and
Construction Management Congress, [zmir Institute of Technology, [zmir, Turkey, 13-16 September 2012; pp. 1-13. (In Turkish).
Orhon, A.V.; Altin, M. Carbon Footprint of Concrete Structures. In Proceedings of the National Conference on Sustainable
Building Design, Bornova, Turkey, 12-13 November 2012; pp. 12-13. (In Turkish).

Excellent CO, Balance. Available online: https://petrecyclingteam.com/en/excellent-co2-balance?utm_source (accessed on
21 April 2025).

Nikbin, LM.; Dezhampanah, S.; Charkhtab, S.; Mehdipour, S.; Shahvareh, I.; Ebrahimi, M.; Pournasir, A.; Pourghorban, H. Life
cycle assessment and mechanical properties of high strength steel fiber reinforced concrete containing waste PET bottle. Constr.
Build. Mater. 2022, 337, 127553. [CrossRef]

Usahanunth, N.; Pochanart, P. CO,-emission assessment of the concrete added crushed PET bottles waste. Interdiscip. Res. Rev.
2017, 12, 9-15. [CrossRef]

Fraley, S.; Oom, M.; Terrien, B.; Date, ].Z. Design of Experiments via Taguchi Methods: Orthogonal Arrays. University of Michigan
Chemical Process Dynamic and Controls Open Textbook, Eds.; Peter Wolf et.al., University of Michigan (Openmichigan), USA,
2009, 14 (747-757). Available online: https:/ /eng libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Industrial_and_Systems_Engineering/Chemical
Process_Dynamics_and_Controls_(Woolf) /14%3A_Design_of_Experiments/14.01%3A_Design_of_Experiments_via_Taguchi_
Methods_-_Orthogonal_Arrays (accessed on 3 February 2025).

Chen, S.; Liu, R;; Liu, L.; Huang, X.; Lin, ]. Effects of Polyethylene Terephthalate Particle Size on the Performance of Engineered
Cementitious Composites. Polymers 2024, 16, 2143. [CrossRef]

Zhou, J.; Dong, Y.; Qiu, T,; Lv, J.; Guo, P; Liu, X. The Microstructure and Modification of the Interfacial Transition Zone in
Lightweight Aggregate Concrete: A Review. Buildings 2025, 15, 2784. [CrossRef]

Hossain, K.M.A. Volcanic ash and pumice as cement additives: Pozzolanic, alkali-silica reaction and autoclave expansion
characteristics. Cem. Concr. Res. 2005, 35, 1141-1144. [CrossRef]

Woo, B.H; Jeon, L.K.; Yoo, D.H.; Kim, S.S; Lee, ].B.; Kim, H.G. Utilization of municipal solid waste incineration bottom ash as fine
aggregate of cement mortars. Sustainability 2021, 13, 8832. [CrossRef]

Bai, Y.; Darcy, E; Basheer, P.A.M. Strength and drying shrinkage properties of concrete containing furnace bottom ash as fine
aggregate. Constr. Build. Mater. 2005, 19, 691-697. [CrossRef]

Konak, S. Stress-Strain Behavior of Concrete Product by Fine Aggregates with Granulated Blast Furnace Slag And Bottom Ash.
Master’s Thesis, Biilent Ecevit University, Zonguldak, Turkey, November 2018. (In Turkish).

Demirel, B.; Kelestemur, O. Effect of the Curing Age on the Mechanical and Physical Properties of Subjected to Elevated
Temperature Concretes Added Pumice and Silica Fume. Electron. |. Constr. Technol. 2011, 7, 1-13. (In Turkish)

Jaturapitakkul, C.; Cheerarot, R. Development of bottom ash as pozzolanic material. . Mater. Civ. Eng. 2003, 15, 48-53. [CrossRef]
Akgadzoglu, S.; Atis, C.D.; Ak¢adzoglu, K. An investigation on the use of shredded waste PET bottles as aggregate in lightweight
concrete. Waste Manag. 2010, 30, 285-290. [CrossRef]

Lee, HK,; Kim, HK.; Hwang, E.A. Utilization of power plant bottom ash as aggregates in fiber-reinforced cellular concrete. Waste
Manag. 2010, 30, 274-284. [CrossRef]

Pekdemir, M. Investigating Several Mechanical Properties of Concrete Made up with Hasankale Pasinler Pumice. Master’s Thesis,
Atattirk University, Erzurum, Turkey, December 2011. (In Turkish).

Ahmaruzzaman, M. A review on the utilization of fly ash. Prog. Energy Combust. Sci. 2010, 36, 327-363. [CrossRef]

Torkittikul, P.; Nochaiya, T.; Wongkeo, W.; Chaipanich, A. Utilization of coal bottom ash to improve thermal insulation of
construction material. J. Mater. Cycles Waste Manag. 2015, 19, 305-317. [CrossRef]

Giindiiz, L.; Ugur, I. The effects of different fine and coarse pumice aggregate/cement ratios on the structural concrete properties
without using any admixtures. Cerm. Concr. Res. 2005, 35, 1859-1864. [CrossRef]

Mboya, H.A.; Njau, K.N.; Mrema, A.L.; King’ondu, C.K. Influence of scoria and pumice on key performance indicators of Portland
cement concrete. Constr. Build. Mater. 2019, 197, 444-453. [CrossRef]

Marzouk, O.Y.; Dheilly, R M.; Queneudec, M. Valorization of post-consumer waste plastic in cementitious concrete composites.
Waste Manag. 2007, 27, 310-318. [CrossRef]

Hossain, KM.A.; Ahmed, S.; Lachemi, M. Lightweight concrete incorporating pumice based blended cement and aggregate:
Mechanical and durability characteristics. Constr. Build. Mater. 2011, 25, 1186-1195. [CrossRef]


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cemconcomp.2015.03.013
https://petrecyclingteam.com/en/excellent-co2-balance?utm_source
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.conbuildmat.2022.127553
https://doi.org/10.14456/jtir.2017.2
https://eng.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Industrial_and_Systems_Engineering/Chemical_Process_Dynamics_and_Controls_(Woolf)/14:_Design_of_Experiments/14.01:_Design_of_Experiments_via_Taguchi_Methods_-_Orthogonal_Arrays
https://eng.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Industrial_and_Systems_Engineering/Chemical_Process_Dynamics_and_Controls_(Woolf)/14:_Design_of_Experiments/14.01:_Design_of_Experiments_via_Taguchi_Methods_-_Orthogonal_Arrays
https://eng.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Industrial_and_Systems_Engineering/Chemical_Process_Dynamics_and_Controls_(Woolf)/14:_Design_of_Experiments/14.01:_Design_of_Experiments_via_Taguchi_Methods_-_Orthogonal_Arrays
https://doi.org/10.3390/polym16152143
https://doi.org/10.3390/buildings15152784
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cemconres.2004.09.025
https://doi.org/10.3390/su13168832
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.conbuildmat.2005.02.021
https://doi.org/10.1061/(ASCE)0899-1561(2003)15:1(48)
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wasman.2009.09.033
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wasman.2009.09.043
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pecs.2009.11.003
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10163-015-0419-2
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cemconres.2004.08.003
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.conbuildmat.2018.11.228
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wasman.2006.03.012
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.conbuildmat.2010.09.036

Sustainability 2025, 17, 9206 23 of 23

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

Mohammed, S.A.; Koting, S.; Katman, H.Y.B.; Babalghaith, A.M.; Patah, M.EA.; Ibrahim, M.R.; Karim, M.R. A Review of the
Utilization of Coal Bottom Ash (CBA) in the Construction Industry. Sustainability 2021, 13, 8031. [CrossRef]

Mezarc10z, S.; Ogulata, R.T. Optimization of Bursting Strength of Single Jersey Fabrics with Taguchi Orthogonal Design. Text.
Appar. 2010, 20, 320-328. (In Turkish)

Chamber of Civil Engineers Construction Works General Technical Specifications. Available online: https://www.ktimo.Org/
Sayfalar /Download?Path=~%2FContent%2Fimages%2Fdosyalar%2F5dcb1c6b-F933-4c6d-963c-5b6a3ec00372.Pdf&dosyaad %
C4%B1=Teknik%20%C5%9Eartname.Pdf/ (accessed on 2 January 2025). (In Turkish).

Kudret Brick Industry and Trade Inc. Website. 2025. Available online: https://www.kudret.com/dusey-delikli-tuglalar/
(accessed on 3 February 2025). (In Turkish).

Teknobims Information Document. Available online: https:/ /www.teknobims.com.tr/katalog.pdf (accessed on 3 February 2025).
(In Turkish).

KCS Kipas Aerated Concrete Information Document. Available online: https:/ /kes.com.tr/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/
keskipasgazbeton-1.pdf (accessed on 3 February 2025). (In Turkish).

Disclaimer/Publisher’s Note: The statements, opinions and data contained in all publications are solely those of the individual
author(s) and contributor(s) and not of MDPI and/or the editor(s). MDPI and/or the editor(s) disclaim responsibility for any injury to
people or property resulting from any ideas, methods, instructions or products referred to in the content.


https://doi.org/10.3390/su13148031
https://www.ktimo.Org/Sayfalar/Download?Path=~/Content/images/dosyalar/5dcb1c6b-F933-4c6d-963c-5b6a3ec00372.Pdf&dosyaad%C4%B1=Teknik%20%C5%9Eartname.Pdf/
https://www.ktimo.Org/Sayfalar/Download?Path=~/Content/images/dosyalar/5dcb1c6b-F933-4c6d-963c-5b6a3ec00372.Pdf&dosyaad%C4%B1=Teknik%20%C5%9Eartname.Pdf/
https://www.ktimo.Org/Sayfalar/Download?Path=~/Content/images/dosyalar/5dcb1c6b-F933-4c6d-963c-5b6a3ec00372.Pdf&dosyaad%C4%B1=Teknik%20%C5%9Eartname.Pdf/
https://www.kudret.com/dusey-delikli-tuglalar/
https://www.teknobims.com.tr/katalog.pdf
https://kcs.com.tr/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/kcskipasgazbeton-1.pdf
https://kcs.com.tr/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/kcskipasgazbeton-1.pdf

	Introduction 
	Materials and Methods 
	Results and Discussion 
	Compressive Strength 
	Dry Unit Weight 
	Water Absorption 
	Capillarity Absorption Coefficient 
	Thermal Conductivity 
	High-Temperature Weight and Strength Loss 
	Cost Analysis 
	Carbon Dioxide Equivalent (CO2-e) Emissions 
	Statistical Validation (ANOVA Results) 

	General 
	Summary of Results 
	Conclusions 
	Limitations and Future Work 
	References

