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Mustafa Demirci 1 , Emin Ünal 5, Bayram Ali Mert 6, Maide Erdoğan Alkurt 3, Fatih Özkan Alkurt 3,
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Abstract: It is known that the low frequencies of seismic surface waves have a destructive effect. The
main purpose of seismic metamaterials is to protect structures from seismic waves at low frequencies,
especially in a wide band. In this study, the effects of seismic metamaterials formed using circular
array concrete piles on surface waves were investigated. Each concrete pile has been selected due
to symmetric properties to investigate the band diagram. Therefore, the direction independence
can also be determined with respect to frequency. This study was conducted both numerically and
experimentally in the low-frequency range of 5–15 Hz. Two fields, with and without metamaterials,
have been designed and compared. In numerical analysis, transmission loss graphs were drawn using
the finite element method (FEM), and wave propagation at frequencies where the loss happened was
simulated. In numerical analysis, optimum dimensions such as radius and depth were determined,
and these dimensions were applied exactly in the experimental field. The results obtained from the
experiment using a harmonic vibration device are mapped. In this numerical and experimental study,
it has been revealed that the proposed structure prevents the propagation of seismic surface waves.

Keywords: seismic waves; metamaterials; concrete piles; earthquake

1. Introduction

Earthquakes are one of the biggest natural disasters that cause the loss of life and
nature and economic damage. Even though it is not possible to prevent earthquakes from
happening, reducing the destructive effect of earthquake waves, preventing them from
spreading over large areas, reducing their intensity, or damping earthquake waves have
been significant research subjects for engineers. In particular, the use of metamaterials in
seismic fields has been one of these study subjects recently. Metamaterials are generally
specially designed periodic structures that cannot be found naturally in nature [1]. In
studies conducted to examine acoustic metamaterials, it has been proven that acoustic
metamaterials can attenuate waves [2]. By using these metamaterials, many features such
as negative refraction [3,4], acoustic imaging [5], acoustic cape [6,7], band gaps [8], vibration
attenuation [9,10], and wave direction [11] are provided. Numerical and experimental
research has been carried out in order to prevent seismic surface waves from propagat-
ing similarly to acoustic waves. Seismic metamaterials have become a new method for
preventing low-frequency waves corresponding to resonance frequencies in the range
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of 1–10 Hz [12]. Liu et al. [13], inspired by the vibration-damping properties of forests,
used trees as large-scale natural metamaterials to prevent vibration at low frequencies.
Miniaci et al. [14] used large-scale mechanical metamaterials to see the possibility of passive
isolation. His work has had an impact on both surface and guided waves. Pu and Shi [15]
investigated how surface waves are distributed in periodic structures formed in one and
two dimensions. They showed the behavior of a surface wave when it encountered a finite
periodic pile system and the efficiency of this weakening zone. Chen et al. [16] proposed
a seismic metamaterial for wave attenuation in the low-frequency range considering the
multilayer soil structure. Diatta et al. [17] examined two capes providing elastodynamic
energy flow in Rayleigh waves in the frequency range of 5–10 Hz. The design of the first
cape was made with thin plate theory. The design of the other cape was made using the
transformation that led to the Willis equations. It has been observed that the second of
these two capes is more efficient. Palermo et al. [18] proposed a metabarrier for Rayleigh
waves. The metabarrier is designed by embedding resonant structures under the surface of
the ground. With this design, seismic waves with wavelengths in the range of 10–100 m
are controlled. As a result of the study, it was observed that the propagation of seismic
waves was decreased by 50% at frequencies below 10 Hz, and consequently, the structure
area could be protected. Pu et al. [19] studied the finite element method using periodic
piles and considering the layered soil. They expressed the distribution relationship in order
to calculate the attenuation areas of surface waves. Li et al. [20] used a series of concrete
inclusions as seismic metamaterials to prevent ground vibrations from railways. This study
is conducted based on the finite element method and perfectly matched layers theory in
both frequency and time domains. It has been observed that the harmful effects of vibra-
tions originating from railways can be prevented by using seismic metamaterials. Kaçın
et al. [21] analyzed the seismic metamaterials obtained by applying cylindrical boreholes
to the ground with a triangular array both numerically and experimentally. As a result of
their study, they stated that the numerical results and field results are in harmony with each
other and that metamaterials with triangular arrays can prevent surface waves. Mandal
and Somala [22] used square-section pile barriers to prevent low-frequency surface waves.
They changed the mechanical and geometric parameters with the shape of the pile in order
to show the efficiency of the wave attenuation zones. They have shown that the designed
piled system is successful in wave attenuation.

In this study, the ability of seismic metamaterials formed by placing concrete piles in a
circular array on the ground to prevent surface waves was investigated. Both theoretical
and experimental analyzes of the proposed structure have been made. In the theoretical
analysis, a finite element method (FEM) based analysis program was used. This study
was carried out in both frequency and time domains. Also, studies were made in the low-
frequency range, which is dangerous for structures. The optimum dimensions obtained
as a result of the simulation studies were applied to the experimental area on a full scale.
The data obtained from the experimental field were mapped by transforming it into the
frequency domain. The results of the experiments were discussed, and the advantages of
the field where concrete piles were applied in a circular array are presented. The proposed
structure could be a good method of preventing the propagation of seismic surface waves
and could be a candidate for use in earthquake research.

2. Theory and Numerical Analysis

Numerical analysis was performed using the finite element method (FEM) based
simulation program. A circular array was used to observe the result obtained by placing
metamaterials on the floor differently from the literature. A circular array of concrete piles
is shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Circular array of concrete piles.

The dimensions of the concrete piles were determined optimally by trial and error.
The aim of the trial–error method is to find the optimum design parameters in experimental
studies because of the feasibility of the proposed idea. The concrete piles have been selected
due to their symmetric characteristics. The band diagram of a unit cell with symmetry can
be evaluated easily. Accordingly, the radius of the concrete piles was chosen as 7.5 cm and
the depth as 2 m. It also has an aperiodic behavior in the
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, X, and M directions due to the
array shape. Therefore, unit cell analysis and band diagram could not be obtained. The
mechanical properties of the materials used were determined using field measurement
results and laboratory tests. The Young’s modulus of the soil was defined as 20 MPa, the
Poisson’s ratio as 0.3 and the density as 1800 kg/m3, the Young modulus of the concrete as
30 GPa, and the Poisson’s ratio as 0.25 and the density as 2500 kg/m3.

In order to see the damping effect of the concrete piles arranged in a circular array
on the ground on seismic surface waves, two different fields were designed. One of these
two fields is the original field, and the other is the field where concrete piles in a circular
array were applied. Thus, the progress of seismic surface waves in both fields can be
observed and compared. A boundary load is assigned to apply surface waves to each
field. And measurement points are determined for each field. In Figure 2, the two field
designs mentioned, boundary load, and measurement points are specified. The symmetric
boundary conditions were applied to the ground to provide a continuous ground layer.
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In both frequency and time domain studies, a 1 N test pulse was applied to each field.
The test pulse was applied in the low-frequency range of 5–15 Hz, which has a very high



Symmetry 2023, 15, 1489 4 of 12

destructive effect. Excitation pulses in Figure 3 were used to numerically evaluate the
mentioned dimensions and parameters in the frequency domain and time domain.
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The transmission losses caused by placing the concrete piles on the ground in the study
conducted in the frequency field are given in Figure 4. As seen in this graph, at frequencies
of 5.1 Hz, 6.2 Hz, 6.5 Hz, 8.5 Hz, 11.2 Hz, 12.3 Hz, 13.8 Hz, and 14 Hz, multispectral
transmission losses of −16 dB, −11.73 dB, −20.6 dB, −13.3 dB, −23.28 dB, −28.1 dB,
−18.85 dB, and −37.82 dB were observed, respectively.
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In order to clearly see the progress of seismic surface waves at frequencies determined
based on transmission losses, fields with and without metamaterial were simulated in the
frequency domain. It is aimed to compare the wave progression by applying surface waves
in both areas. Wave progression at frequencies where transmission losses are obtained is
given in Figure 5.

The total displacements on the field where the circular array concrete piles were
applied and not applied are shown in Figure 5. Since the wave transmissions at each
resonant frequency would be different, calculations have been made for each frequency.
The total displacement is the highest in the regions shown in red and the minimum in the
regions shown in blue. It was clearly seen that the wave propagation decreased in the field
where the metamaterial was present.

Based on the study conducted in the frequency domain, studies in the time domain
in frequencies that attenuate the wave propagation have been carried out. In this study,
the attenuation of seismic surface waves in the xy plane has been investigated. Because
the surface waves spread perpendicular to the concrete piles in the xy plane, they are very
difficult to attenuate. The horizontal component (ux) of Rayleigh waves traveling on the
soil ground resonates with boreholes. A phase difference occurs between the applied and
reflected waves in resonance, and this difference leads to attenuation. The analysis in the
time domain was performed with a finite element method (FEM) based program. The
perfectly matched layer (pml) thickness at the edges of the block defined on a homogeneous
soil is 1.5 m, and pml 0.375 m at the bottom of the finite model to provide symmetricity and
periodicity of the overall structure. Figure 6 shows the analysis of seismic surface waves at
frequencies 6.5 Hz, 8.5 Hz, and 14 Hz in the time domain.

By examining the wave propagation at the specified frequencies in the field where
concrete piles were used, it was observed that the waves had damping after three rows of
holes, the wave progressed by decreasing, and the entire wave could not pass behind the
proposed structure. As a result of the experimental studies, it has been determined that the
seismic metamaterial created from concrete piles and its circular array shape are effective
on seismic surface waves.
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3. Experimental Setup

In order to confirm the accuracy of numerical and theoretical studies, an experimen-
tal field study was carried out on the campus of Iskenderun Technical University. All
dimensions used in the experimental field were selected exactly the same as the optimum
dimensions determined in numerical analysis. A total of 35 boreholes were drilled in a
circular sequence in the designated test field. Concrete piles were obtained by filling the
drilled boreholes with concrete. Each concrete pile has a diameter of 15 cm and a depth
of 2 m. A harmonic source has been placed in the field in order to create vibration at the
specified frequencies. The harmonic source used and the center of the vibration device
shown in Figure 7a have two arms connected to a rotating motor. Each arm has a load
of 660 g and rotates in opposite directions to create a harmonic load. Harmonic sources
can perform 90–300 revolutions per minute and create vibrations in the frequency range of
0–15 Hz. The vibration source generates seismic surface waves along the x direction. In
order to transfer these vibrations in the most accurate way, the harmonic source is placed
at a distance where sufficient wave propagation can be possible. As shown in Figure 7b,
a pit with a depth of 1 m was dug, which transfers the force to the ground layer, and
the foundation was formed by pouring concrete into it. The source of vibration is rigidly
attached to this foundation. In Figure 6c, the field where concrete piles are applied is given.
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Two separate field measurements were made in the experimental study. The first
one is the measurement of the original site, where no action has been taken yet, and the
other is the measurement of the application of concrete piles to the same site in a circular
array. Measurement is performed by measuring seismic waves propagating from harmonic
sources with accelerometers. The locations of the accelerometers are shown in Figure 8.
Uniaxial accelerometers are placed in the same direction as the propagating seismic surface
waves.
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A total of 60 s of vibration was applied to the test field for each frequency in the
frequency range of 5–15 Hz. Time domain data recorded using accelerometers were
transformed into the frequency domain via Fast-Fourier (FFT) method. This transformation
was carried out using the Matlab® program.

4. Results

The data obtained after the transformation were mapped using the geostatistical
interpolation method. With this method, both distances and directions are considered. The
frequencies determined with transmission loss in the numerical analysis were taken into
consideration in the experimental study, and these frequencies were mapped because of
field measurements.

In Figure 9, the propagation of seismic surface waves at a frequency of 6.5 Hz in the
original field without metamaterial, and in Figure 9b, the propagation of surface waves at a
frequency of 6.5 Hz in the field with concrete piles is mapped.
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applied.

The magnitude of displacement measured in the soil field at the frequency of 6.5 Hz,
shown in Figure 9, is 0.057. In the field where seismic metamaterials formed by the circular
array of concrete piles are applied, the displacement magnitude is 0.032. Based on this result,
it was seen that the proposed seismic metamaterial field weakened the wave propagation
by 56% at a frequency of 6.5 Hz.

With the same method, in Figure 10a, the progress of seismic surface waves at 8.5 Hz
frequency on the original ground, and in Figure 10b, the progress of seismic surface waves
at a frequency of 8.5 Hz in the field where metamaterials were applied were mapped.
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Figure 10. (a) Soil field at 8.5 Hz frequency. (b) Field where concrete piles at 8.5Hz frequency are
applied.

The magnitude of the wave propagation at 8.5 Hz in the soil field given in Figure 10 is
0.049. In the field where seismic metamaterials are applied, the magnitude of the progress
is 0.027. According to the result, it reduced the propagation of seismic waves by 54% at a
frequency of 8.5 Hz.

Finally, the propagation of seismic surface waves at 14 Hz frequency has been mapped
in both fields with and without seismic metamaterials. This mapping is given in Figure 11a,b.
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Figure 11. (a) Soil field at 14 Hz frequency. (b) Field where concrete piles at 14 Hz frequency are
applied.

As a result of the mapping shown in Figure 11, the magnitude of displacement in
the soil field is 0.024. In the field where concrete piles with circular arrays are used, the
displacement magnitude is 0.014. When the results of both sites were compared, it was
seen that the wave attenuation of the proposed structure was 58%.

5. Conclusions

In this study, a new seismic metamaterial design is proposed to prevent the propaga-
tion of seismic surface waves. The proposed design is seismic metamaterials consisting
of concrete piles arranged in a circular pattern on the ground. This study was carried
out both numerically and experimentally. This study was carried out in the frequency
range of 5–15 Hz, which has a very destructive effect and is difficult to prevent. Numerical
analysis was performed with FEM based analysis program. Two fields with and without
metamaterial were designed, and the boundary load was applied to both fields. The ob-
tained multi-directional transmission losses are simulated, and the wave propagation at
the frequencies where transmission losses occur has been shown in both fields. According
to numerical analysis results, the propagation of seismic surface waves at 6.5 Hz, 8.5 Hz,
and 14 Hz frequencies was prevented using the proposed structure. The experimental
field was created with the data obtained from the numerical results, and the concrete piles
were placed in a circular manner. The dimensions determined in the numerical analysis
were applied exactly in the experimental analysis. A device that generates harmonic waves
and accelerometers was used in experimental field studies. The data obtained from the
accelerometers were transformed into a frequency domain via FFT transformation. Energy
flows have been mapped using the geostatistical interpolation method. As a result of the
experimental study, it was observed that the displacement amount of the surface waves
was reduced by 56%, 54%, and 58%, respectively, at the frequencies of 6.5 Hz, 8.5 Hz, and
14 Hz. The results obtained from numerical analysis were supported by experimental
analysis, and it was observed that seismic metamaterials absorbed seismic surface waves.
The results show that this metamaterial-based approach can be applied. The proposed
structure is a candidate for seismic shielding.
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