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Abstract: Grape seeds were utilized as a source for nanoparticle adsorbents. The objective of this
work was to prepare a nano adsorbent from grape seeds (GS) and FeCl2. The physical and chemical
properties of grape seed ferrous oxide nanoparticles (GS-IONPs) were investigated. Batch adsorption
was used to investigate the adsorption of cadmium from industrial water with different initial
concentrations, solution pH and contact time. The adsorption isotherm data for Cd(II) on GS-IONPs
were fitted to the Langmuir, Freundlich, and Temkin isotherm models. The data fit the Langmuir
model well, with a maximum cadmium uptake of 16.3 mg/g. It was found that %removal of cadmium
decreased from 98.0% to 88.0% as the initial concentration increased. The results revealed that the
prepared adsorbent was effective in Cd(II) removal.

Keywords: grape seeds; nanoparticles adsorbent; cadmium; adsorption; isotherm models

1. Introduction

Heavy metals, poisonous polyaromatic hydrocarbons, and trace elements are all
present in tobacco smoke, which is a big problem. The advantages are primarily tied to the
negative health effects of lead (Pb), arsenic (As), chrome (Cr), nickel (Ni), and cadmium (Cd).
Heavy metals from tobacco may be transferred through smoke and smoke condensation [1].
After long-term (10–12 years) exposure to smoking, both lead and cadmium accumulate
in tissues and fluids. Organic monitoring studies revealed that smokers had much higher
levels of lead and cadmium than non-smokers. Metal bioaccumulation has also been
observed in non-smokers who are exposed to second-hand smoke regularly [2].

Furthermore, anthropogenic behaviors from natural sources, increased industrializa-
tion, urbanization, energy production, poor waste management, and other anthropogenic
reasons at the local or regional level all contribute, either directly or indirectly, to heavy
metal contamination of the global environment [3]. As a result of human activities, heavy
metals have been released into the atmosphere, and they may permeate the soil layer and
the marine ecosystem via both dry and wet deposition processes. Cadmium, chromium,
cobalt, copper, nickel, lead, and zinc, as well as soil and marine ecosystems, have the poten-
tial to have substantial ecological implications and pose a risk to human health [4]. Because
of their toxicity, heavy metals are harmful to humans and a number of biological receptors.
In order to conduct an accurate analysis and detect potential threats to human health,
heavy metal concentrations in soil, groundwater, and air ecosystems must be monitored
and assessed [5].

Moreover, some heavy metal tolerance limits are listed in Table 1, while others (such
as arsenic, cadmium, lead, and methylation forms of mercury) have been claimed to have
no known bio-importance in human biochemistry and can be harmful even at very low
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quantities. Even for bio-important nutrients, dietary intakes must be kept below regulatory
limits, since excesses can cause poisoning or toxicity, as evidenced by certain clinically
diagnosable medical symptoms [6].

Table 1. American environmental protection agency, heavy metals levels [7].

Heavy Metals M.C. in Air (ppm) M.C. in Soil (ppm) M.C. in Drinking Water
(ppm)

Cd 0.1–0.2 85 0.005

Pb - 420 0.01

Zn 1.5 * 7500 5.00

Hg - ≤1 0.002

Ca 5 Tolerable 50

Ag 0.01 - 0.0

AS - - 0.1
* M.C.: maximum contamination levels.

Plants grown in wastewater-irrigated soil had significantly greater heavy metal con-
centrations than those grown in reference soil (p = 0.001), as well as significantly higher
concentrations than those grown in soil that had not been irrigated with wastewater.
Values below the World Health Organization’s (WHO) allowed limits for health risk in-
dex indicated that there were few health concerns associated with eating contaminated
vegetables [8–12].

Heavy metal removal from water and wastewater is a worldwide problem that must
be addressed [13]. Heavy metals are absorbed into the human body via the food chain
and accumulate in tissues. They have the potential to cause significant health issues [14].
Chemical precipitation/coagulation, membrane technology, electrolytic reduction, ion
exchange, and adsorption have all been investigated in various research for heavy metal
adsorption. This is due to the simplicity with which their surface functionality may be
modified, as well as their large surface area to volume ratio, which allows for increased
adsorption capacity and efficiency. Cadmium is a naturally occurring radioactive metal that
is widely distributed through manufacturing environments, plant soils, and smoking. Even
when small quantities of cadmium are discovered, overexposure can occur due to its low
permissible human toxicity. Cadmium is often used in electroplating, but the procedure
itself does not always result in overexposure. It is also present in several vehicle paints and
can be dangerous when sprayed. Cadmium paint removal operations that require scraping
or blasting might be dangerous. In addition, cadmium is primarily used as a by-product of
zinc metal processing in the production of NiCd rechargeable batteries [15].

Cadmium, a heavy metal with high toxicity, is a serious environmental and occupa-
tional danger. It is found in the Earth’s crust at a concentration of roughly 0.1 mg/kg and
is extensively distributed over the globe. When it comes to cadmium in the environment,
sediments have the highest concentrations, while marine phosphates have about 15 mg/kg
of cadmium. Cadmium is utilized in the production of a wide range of items, including
batteries, alloys, and pigments [16]. Despite fast developments in the use of cadmium
in batteries, due to environmental concerns, commercial use of the metal has declined in
developed countries [17].

Regardless, a range of chemical and physical technical procedures have been devel-
oped and used to remove large amounts of each potentially dangerous heavy metal from
wastewater. Chemical precipitation, ion exchange, membrane filtration, electrochemical
treatment technologies, and adsorption are some of the techniques used. The adsorption
process has gained popularity due to its efficacy in eliminating impurities; also, adsorption
produces high-quality goods and is a cost-effective method [18]. Low cost, widespread
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availability, simple design, high effectiveness, ease of operation, biodegradability, and
ability to concentrate pollutants are all advantages of adsorption over other options [19].

However, while activated carbon adsorption is the most extensively used wastew-
ater treatment method, nanoparticles utilized as adsorbents offer adsorption an edge.
Nanoparticles (NPs) are useful for improving wastewater treatment and supplementing
water supplies by utilizing unconventional water sources. Various nano adsorbents often
employed in wastewater treatment are comprehensively described for the goal of removing
various types of contaminants utilizing nano adsorbents, with a special emphasis on nano
adsorbent regeneration [20]. NPs are a subclass of nanomaterials that, due to their unique
features and wide range of applications, are currently at the forefront of cutting-edge
research in practically every sector imaginable [21]. Because of their exceptional magnetic
characteristics and minimal toxicity, magnetic iron oxide nanoparticles (MIONPs) have
received a lot of attention.

Nanoparticles are materials with special properties that can be applied in different
fields, such as medicine, engineering, food industry and cosmetics. The contributions
regarding the synthesis of different types of nanoparticles have allowed researchers to
determine a special group of nanoparticles with key characteristics for several applica-
tions [22]. The production of silver nanoparticles (Ag-NPs) from bilberry waste (BW) and
red currant waste (RCW) extracts was studied by other researchers [23].

Magnetic composite synthesized from iron oxide (γFe2O3 or Fe2O4) and hydroxyap-
atite. It was obtained applying some methods, i.e., chemical precipitation, hydrothermal,
sol-gel, and biomimetic or combined techniques which exhibit characteristic properties
affecting the form of the prepared product [24,25].

There are numerous distinct morphologies, sizes, and particle size distributions in
the most prevalent oxides in which IONPs exist in nature, and there are many alternative
synthetic ways to create them. Moreso, due to the presence of two cations (Fe2+ and Fe3+)
in their crystal structure, magnetic Fe3O4 and Fe2O3 are commonly utilized nanoparticles
(NPs) with distinctive features. The corundum structure is found in Fe2O3, while the spinel
structure is found in the other two. Because Fe2O3 and Fe3O4 are metastable in an oxidizing
environment, they will be oxidized to Fe2O3 by heating above 400 ◦C. IONPs have been
explored extensively for their varied uses in disciplines such as medicine, information
technology, and the environment. In this study, grape seeds and FeCl2 were used to make
a new type of nanoparticle that was used as an adsorbent for the removal of cadmium.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Materials

Grape seeds (GS) were acquired from Iraqi markets and used as starting materials
for the adsorbent preparation reaction with ferrous chloride. Grape seeds were washed
thoroughly to remove dirt and deposits from their surfaces, then dried at 100 ◦C for 24 h.

2.2. Adsorbant

Technical grade of cadmium Cd(II) at a concentration of (1000 mg/L) was used as
adsorbate in this work, and was supplied by Scharlaw Chiemi, S.A., Barcelona, Spain.

2.3. Biosynthesis of Grape Seeds Iron Oxide Nanoparticles GS-IONPs

Preparation 0.1 M ferrous chloride is made by dissolving 12.67 g of FeCl2 in 1000 mL
of deionized water, stirring for 20 min, and storing at 20 ◦C for further use. The grape
seed extract was found to be effective at converting iron ions like sulfate and chlorides to
their oxides. Because grape seeds extract has a significant amount of polyphenol chemicals,
it was used to make iron oxide nanoparticles (IONPs) under various pH conditions and
varying ratios of iron salt to grape seed extract. By adding 0.1 M FeCl2 solution to grape
seeds extract in a (1:2) volume ratio, IONPs were created. To obtain a colloidal suspension,
the liquid was agitated for 60 min and then allowed to rest at room temperature for another
30 min. To create a mixture of Fe2O3-NPs and Fe3O4-NPs, the mixture was centrifuged at
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16,000 rpm, and the precipitate was washed with ethanol three times before being dried at
45 ◦C under vacuum. The best reduction capability against ferric chloride is grape seed
extract, as seen by the exterior color shift. The best conditions for making GS-IONPs were
found to be a volume mixing ratio of 0.1 M FeCl2 with grape seed extract (2:1) at 70 ◦C and
pH of 3.8.

2.4. Characterization of the Prepared Grape Seeds Iron Oxide Nanoparticles GS-IONPs

Laser diffraction particle size analyzers (Malvern, England) was used to determine
the precise particle size distributions for Nanoparticle adsorbent (NPA). Scanning electron
microscope (Tescan Vega III, Czech) analysis was utilized to confirm the morphological
properties of the NPA, which were described using a Tescan Vega I scanning electron micro-
scope. X-ray diffraction (Shimadzu XRD-6000 small, multi-functional ray diffractometers,
Shimadzu, Tokyo, Japan) was designed for acquiring the highest quality diffraction data
while also being simple to use and flexible enough to switch between different GS-IONP
applications rapidly. The ABB-Spectro-Lab-MB3000-FTIR (Clairet Scientific, Northampton,
UK) spectrometer was utilized to analyze the surface chemistry of the produced NPA using
attenuated total reflectance, Fourier Transform Infrared spectroscopy (FTIR).

2.5. Adsorption Studies

For batch adsorption, four (250 mL) Erlenmeyer flasks were used. In a typical adsorp-
tion run, 200 mL of Cd solutions with initial concentrations of 10–25 mg/L were put into
these flasks. These flasks were filled with a constant amount (0.30 g) of prepared GS-IONPs
and shaken at 30 ◦C in an isothermal shaker (120 rpm) until equilibrium was established.
The concentrations of cadmium solutions before and after adsorption were determined
using an atomic absorption spectrophotometer from Shimadzu, Japan. The quantity of
adsorption at equilibrium, qe (mg/g), was as follows:

qe = (Co − Ce) V/W (1)

The liquid-phase concentrations of cadmium at the starting and equilibrium condi-
tions, respectively, are Co and Ce (mg/L). The volume of the solution is V (L), and the mass
of the adsorbent is W (g).

The following equation was used to compute the %removal of cadmium at equilibrium:

%Removal = (Co − Ce)/Co × 100 (2)

2.6. Adsorption Isotherms

The equilibrium of heavy metals between the aqueous solution and the solid phase is
represented by adsorption isotherms. The isotherm model can specify the optimum adsorp-
tion potential and several thermodynamic parameters that can be used to better understand
the binding mechanism, based on the design of the adsorption device. The Langmuir [26],
Freundlich [27] and Temkin [28] isotherm models were used to fit the adsorption isotherm
data. In terms of a dimensionless constant separation factor or equilibrium parameter, RL,
which is defined as the fundamental function of the Langmuir isotherm and indicates the
nature of the adsorption process as explained in Table 2.

Table 2. Separation factors.

RL Value Nature of Adsorption Process

RL = 0 Irreversible

RL = 1 Linear

RL > 1 Unfavorable

0 < RL < 1 Favorable
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3. Results and Discussion
3.1. Color Change

Figure 1 shows the color variations of the produced nanoparticles using grape seeds
water extract. After mixing grape seed water extracts with ferrous oxide 0.1 M, there was a
color change from yellow to black within minutes, as well as an increase in the density and
intensity of precipitate, which was gradually increased to reach the highest darkness and
density after 36 h of mixing grape seed water extracts with ferrous oxide 0.1 M (Figure 1).
The optimum appearance of nanoparticles biosynthesis was in the tube containing a 2:1
v/v ratio of ferric chloride and grape seed water extract at pH 3.8. The particles formed
solidified and precipitated plainly at the tube’s bottom.
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Figure 1. Color changes and density of precipitate formed immediately after mixing of iron salt to
grape seeds extract. (A) 5 min, (B) 1 h, (C) 36 h.

3.2. Ultraviolet-Visible Spectroscopy Analysis

Using a UV-Vis spectrum with a wave light of 190–800 nm, the optical densities of the
produced NPs were investigated. The synthesized compounds from grape seeds water
extract and iron chloride salt strongly absorbed radiation over a wide range of ultraviolet
wavelengths—visible spectra varied from 190 to 800. The GS-IONPs at acidic pH had the
highest UV absorbance, but all the produced nanoparticles had slightly varying absorbance
in visual spectroscopy. UV-Visible spectroscopy examines the absorbance of iron oxide
nanoparticles synthesized by grape seeds extract mixing with ferrous chloride and gave
the maximum peaks at pH = 3.8, ratio of (2:1) as shown in Figure 2.
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3.3. Surface Morphology Analysis

Scanning electron microscopy was used to examine the adsorbent’s surface morphol-
ogy. Figure 3 shows the SEM micrographs of the GS-IONPs.The unique cubic crystalline
form with a range chrysalis size of 36.7–42 nm was seen in the plate below in a low pH
grape seeds solution. The iron oxide nanoparticles created agglomerated particles formed
at high pH.

Figure 3. SEM images of nanoparticles synthesis GS-IONPs, (GS extract mixing with ferrous chloride
at pH of 3.8 and volume ratio of 2:1).

3.4. Fourier Transforms Infrared (FTIR) Analyses

FTIR spectroscopy (ABB/Spectro, lab/MB3000/UK) was used to examine grape
seeds (GS) and iron oxide nanoparticles (IONPs). The FTIR spectrums of the GS and
GS-IONPs were shown in Figures 4 and 5, respectively. The key trend in the FTIR spectrum
is the detection of diverse functional groups on surfaces as well as the appearance of
new functional groups in the Nano adsorbent. This was due to the thermal degradation
impact during the FeCl2 mixing procedures, which caused certain intermolecular bonds to
be destroyed.
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Figure 5. FTIR spectrum of iron oxide nanoparticles synthesis by grape seed extract under (GS water
extract mixing with ferrous chloride (GS-IONPs) at pH 3.8 and ratio 2:1).

Consequently, the rotational vibrations due to distinct IR absorption according to wave-
length (cm−1) were allocated for vibrations appearing between 4000 and 2500, 2500 and 200,
and 200 and 1500 cm−1, according to the examination of the FTIR spectrum images for the
present manufactured GS-IONPs displayed in Figure 5. The findings demonstrated that
the grape seed water extract-prepared iron oxide nanoparticles contained components rich
in O-H, C-C, N-H, and COOH at an IR absorption range of 3400–1500 cm−1, as well as an
absorption in the fingerprint area of 750–529 cm−1, which was specific for iron oxide limits.

3.5. X-ray Diffraction Analysis

Patterns of XRD have long been utilized to characterize important aspects of a com-
pound, such as the types and nature of crystalline phases present. The theta-2 values of the
distinct peaks in Figure 6 were included in the XRD analysis. Nevertheless, according to
the type of iron oxide generated, the pattern of IONPs synthesized from grape seed extract
revealed sharp diffraction peaks at 2 angles. When compared to JCPDS data, the phase
identification and crystalline structure of nanoparticles, as well as the determination of the
strong diffraction peak with theta-2 values of 26.618◦, 33.8515◦, 35.05◦, 39.07◦, 46.375◦, and
55.7◦, can be indexed to a mixture of iron oxides viz gamma-Fe2O3 (magnetite, tetragonal).
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3.6. Adsorption Isotherms

To approximate the adsorption data in general, the Langmuir, Freundlich, and Temkin
isotherm models were utilized for the adsorption of cadmium onto GS-IONPs and com-
mercial charcoal as shown in (Table 3). The suitability of isotherm models for fitting the
adsorption data was verified by comparing values of correlation coefficients (R2). The more
accurate fit, the closer the R2 value is to one.

Table 3. Langmuir, Freundlich and Temkin isotherm models parameters and correlation factors for
the adsorption of cadmium onto GS-IONPs and commercial charcoal at 30 ◦C.

Isotherm Models Parameters

Grape seeds-IONPs (GS-IONPs)

Langmuir qm (mg/g) Ka (L/mg) R2

16.13 3.425 0.999

Freundlich KF
(mg/g(L/mg)1/n) 1/n R2

2.632 0.2999 0.913

Temkin A (L/g) B R2

2.725 2.382 0.72

Commercial charcoal (CC)

Langmuir qm (mg/g) Ka (L/mg) R2

11.124 0.177 0.97

Freundlich KF
(mg/g(L/mg)1/n) 1/n R2

2.731 0.481 0.91

Temkin A (L/g) B R2

2.722 0.419 0.95

The isotherm data were assessed for their design by fitting it to a variety of isotherm
models and choosing the best one. The correlation coefficient, R2 demonstrates that the
Langmuir isotherm model properly reflects the single-layer adsorption process in our
system, which has a maximum adsorption capacity of 16.13 and 11.124 mg/g at 30 ◦C for
GS-IONPs and commercial one, respectively.

3.7. Cadmium Adsorption Effects onto GS-Fe2O3-NPs

Finally, the adsorption curves became smoother and more continuous. A large amount
of space on the adsorbent material was available to hold the solute molecules for a long
time, but as time passed, the space became unavailable to the same extent, due to the solute
molecules’ repulsive force quickly occupying it, resulting in a shortage of absorbent space
on the material. Figure 7 indicates that contact durations are prolonged for liquids with high
cadmium contents. To reach equilibrium, cadmium solutions with concentrations of 10, 15, 20,
and 25 mg/L had to come into contact with GS-IONPs for 3, 7, 9, and 12 h, respectively.

Skwarek and Janusz [29] reported on the adsorption of Cd(II) ions at the hydroxya-
patite/electrolyte solution interface and the changes of the electrical double layer (EDL)
structure in this system are presented. The adsorption of Cd(II) ions was calculated from
the loss of their concentration from the solution using the radioisotope method. The adsorp-
tion was studied in the range of the initial concentration from 0.000001 to 0.001 mol/dm3

and as the function of pH [29].
Dorota et al. [30] studied the sorption process of Pb(II) and Cd(II) ions from aqueous

solutions in the presence of the complexing agent EDTA (ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid).
They reported the influence of ionic strength, pH, and solution interface. Electrophoretic
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mobility, surface charge density, and parameters for different concentrations of the elec-
trolytes under question were also presented. Solution pH was changed from 3 to 10. The
effects of the concentration of the solution containing the above-noted complexes and of the
ion exchange/solution phase contact time on the sorption capacities of the ion exchangers
under consideration were studied. Kinetic parameters of the sorption process were also
determined [30–35].
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Figure 7. Adsorption capacity of Cd onto GS-IONPs in various contact durations.

3.8. Comparison of Cadmium Adsorption onto Adsorbents

Table 4 compared the adsorption capacities of cadmium onto various adsorbents
reported in the literature and the current work.

Table 4. Summary of cadmium adsorption capacities of various adsorbents.

No. Low-Cost Adsorbent Adsorption
Capacity (mg/g)

Isotherm
Model Reference

1 Rice husk 8.85 L [31]

2 Sawdust 9.29 L [32]

3 Walnut sawdust 4.51 R-P [33]

4 Rice husk 7 L [32]

5 Almond shell 7 L [34]

6 oil palm fiber 6.84 L [35]

7 Rice husk 8.24 L [34]

8 cashew nut shell 14.29 L [35]

9 Commercial charcoal
(CC) 11.12 L This

study

10 Grape seeds-Iron oxide
Nanoparticles 16.3 L This

study

4. Conclusions

Preparation and development of a new type of nanoparticle adsorbent from agriculture
waste were carried out in this study (grape seeds). The best conditions for the manufacture
of GS-IONPs were found to be a volume mixing ratio of 0.1 M FeCl2 with grape seed
extract (2:1) at 70 ◦C and a solution pH of 3.8. The adsorption capability onto produced
adsorbent (GS-IONPs) increased as the cadmium initial concentrations and contact time
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were increased. The Langmuir isotherm model was used to predict the adsorption of
cadmium onto GS-IONPs and CC at 30 ◦C. The maximum adsorption capacity of 16.13 and
11.12 mg/g were obtained for both adsorbents, respectively.
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